
   

Really, Hanukkah is a holiday 
mentioned in the Bible? 

. . .yes, even if there are various 
ways to transliterate this Hebrew 
word to English such as Chanukah, 
Hanukah, Chanukkah. At its root, this 
Hebrew word means dedication or 
rededication depending on context. 
Following suit, Hanukkah is referred 
to as the ‘Feast of Dedication’ in 
most English language translations. 
According to the testimony of 
Yohanan (John), Yeshua had a 
lively discussion in the Temple of 
Jerusalem at Hanukkah: 

Now it was the Feast of Dedication 
[ Hanukkah ] in Jerusalem, and it 
was winter.  And Yeshua walked 
in the temple, in Solomon’s porch. 
Then the Judeans surrounded Him 
and said to Him, “How long do You 
keep us in doubt? If You are the 
Messiah, tell us plainly.” Yeshua 
answered them, “I told you, and 
you do not believe. The works that 
I do in My Father’s name, they bear 
witness of Me….”   JOHN 10:22ff.

The text continues by telling us how 
at that Hanukkah they accused 
Yeshua of blasphemy and wanted to 
stone Him. But Yeshua departed and 
went to the River Jordan area where 
John immersed the repentant. 

Today Hanukkah is a time of joy 
and gladness, but that particular 
1st Century Hanukkah season 
was far from fun and games for 
Yeshua! We should be thankful 
Yeshua persevered through such 
trials and onslaughts. Because of His 
faithfulness we can now experience 
newness of life and full redemption 
victory through trusting in His Name.

This current edition of HaShofar  
highlights the Feast of Dedication 
and several issues connected to it. 
Our featured article, “Dedication and 
Rededication” is a clarion call to each 
one of us to distance our self from 
pagan ways and instead to draw near 
to our Messiah by keeping His ways. 
Scripture promises that if we draw 
near to Him, He will draw near to us. 
(James 4:8) At Hanukkah, we should 
joyfully dedicate (or rededicate) our 
lives to serving Yeshua, our soon 
coming King.
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HANUKKAHHANUKKAH  

Mike Boswell

     As we approach Hanukkah, or the Feast 
of Dedication, I thought it would be a good 
time to discuss the topic of rededication. 
Cambridge Dictionary has two definitions for 
the word:  
1. (of Building or Structure) a ceremony in 
which a building or other structure is formally 
declared for the second, third, etc. time to 
have a particular purpose, such as to honor 
a person, group, or god. 2. (of Time/Energy) 
a decision to give all of your energy, time, 
etc. to something again, after a period of time 
when you gave it to something else. We as 
believers in Yeshua can actually fall under 
both definitions for rededication. 
Let us look at the first definition. How can 
our physical bodies fall under the category 

of a building or structure you may ask?  Rav 
Sha’ul (Paul) wrote in 1 Corinthians 6:19:  
    “Or don’t you know that your body is a 
    temple of the Ruach ha-Kodesh who is 
    in you, whom you have from God, and 
    that you are not your own?” 
Thanks to God’s everlasting love and grace, 
we as believers have the opportunity to 
rededicate our temple to Adonai everyday. 
With every new sunrise we have the potential 
for starting anew, and getting closer to God, 
thus enabling us to receive the blessings and 
the opportunity to fully live the life He has 
planned for us.
     The second definition of rededication is 
something which hits a lot closer to home 
than most believers would like to admit, 
including myself. I rededicated my life to 
Adonai just a few months ago. Then I was 
asked if I would like to submit an article on 
rededication, and all I could do was smile 
and thank Adonai. There are many personal 
reasons for believers to fall away from godly 
discipline. Some may be dealing with the 
death of a loved one, some may be dealing 
with illness, some may be dealing with 
addiction, or some may feel too busy in life. 
They just don’t have the time to worship, or to 
spend time in the word. 
     If you are wondering if you are in a season 
of your life that you may need to rededicate 
your life to Adonai, I have a very simple 
question for you to ask yourself. Did you feel 
closer in your relationship with Yeshua a year 
ago, a month ago, or even a day ago than 
you do today? If the answer is yes, then today 
is a great day for rededication. I recommend 
reading the entire Psalm, but I will close us 
out with Psalm 51:12: Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me.

In Him was life, and that life was  
the light of men.   John 1:4

Create in me a clean heart,
O God, and renew a 
steadfast spirit within me.
Psalm 51:12
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YESHUA — He brings peace out of chaos for He is the Prince of Peace. He will 
fight your battles for He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. There is nothing 
too difficult for Him; He has conquered all. He doesn’t want any to perish but all 
to come to Him and be saved. He is longing to write your name in His book, the 
Lamb's Book of Life so you will become a part of His community of which He is 
the Rosh Pinah, the Chief Cornerstone, the Rock of our Salvation. Let us daily 
dedicate and rededicate our lives to Yeshua, for He is the Light of the World. 

LATKES  
. . .in memory of the miracle of the oil Yeshua, 

The Light of 
the World

"Hanukkah 
became a 
holiday for all 
Jews. Originally 
celebrated with 
bonfires, by the 
time of Jesus 
Jews observed 
Hanukkah by 
lighting oil 
lamps in the 
windows of 
their homes. 

A later legend gave a reason for 
the eight days and eight lights of 
Hanukkah. According to this legend 
the Maccabees found in the Temple a 
vial of oil with the seal of the old high 
priest, Onias, so they knew it had not 
been desecrated. They used this oil to 
rekindle the menorah, the sacred lamp 
in the Temple. The oil was sufficient 
for only one day. By divine miracle it 
burned for the full eight days of 
the festival."  — 
Rabbi Stephen M. Wylen, 
The Jews in the Time of Jesus

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: 
only light can do that. Hate cannot drive 
out hate: only love can do that.” — 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

"Light dispels 
darkness. Light 
enables people to 
see. Light brings 
life. Light heals. 
"The LORD is 
my light and my 
salvation." 
(Tehillim 27:1) 
He is the 
effulgence of 
GOD's glory 
(Hebrews 1:3) For any who are in 
darkness...  this message is given: 
"To open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto GOD that they 
might receive forgiveness of sin..." 
(Acts 26:18)  —  
Coulson Shepherd, Jewish Holy Days

CHANUKAH 
LEGENDTHE LIGHT 

OF LIFE

Look at how a single candle can both defy 
and define the darkness!   – Anne Frank
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 It was winter in Jerusalem. Yeshua was 
at the Temple walking on Solomon’s Porch. 
He’d come to celebrate the Feast of Dedication. 
(John 10:22-31) In Hebrew, the Feast of 
Dedication is called Chanukah. Chanukah is 
not one of the seven Feasts of the Lord noted 
in Leviticus, chapter 23, each of which point to 
a specific aspect of the ministry of our Messiah. 
Chanukah is viewed by some to be a dress 
rehearsal of a very important prophecy of the 
Anti-Christ and our part in the end of days. 
By examining the story of Chanukah and its 
message, we gain a greater understanding of 
Dedication and what it means to the Lord.
 Two hundred years before Yeshua’s 
ministry the Greeks ruled Judea. Antiochus 
IV Epiphanes was ruler. Antiochus Epiphanes 
means “God Manifest” in Greek, although 
some called him Antiochus Epiphanes, “The 
Mad”. The Greek rule over the Jews had 
been ongoing since the time of Alexander the 
Great. In the beginning of his reign Antiochus 
assured the Jews that they could keep their 
religion and customs. Unfortunately, what he 
really meant was, “You can keep your religion 
as long as you’re not fully devoted to it.” Many 
Jews became “Hellenized,” meaning they 
abandoned their Biblical culture and adopted 
the culture of the Greeks. They assimilated. 
Some even had a medical procedure to reverse 
their circumcisions. Greek culture and Biblical 
culture are in opposition to each other and the 
Jews who stubbornly kept the commandments 
of G-d infuriated Antiochus. The more they 
clung to G-d the angrier and more vindictive 
Antiochus became. He banned the reading 
of the Torah, Sabbath worship, and the Feast 
Days. He enacted many worse things to 
defile and demoralize the Jewish people. In 
the year 175 BC, Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
invaded Jerusalem at the request of a faction of 
Hellenized Jews called Tobiads/Sons of Tobias. 
Josephus described the destruction of the Holy 

Temple in The Jewish War. “The king being 
thereto disposed beforehand, complied with 
them, and came upon the Jews with a great 
army, and took their city by force, and slew a 
great multitude of those that favored Ptolemy, 
and sent out his soldiers to plunder them 
without mercy. He also spoiled the Temple and 
put a stop to the constant practice of offering a 
daily sacrifice of expiation for three years and 
six months.” (The Jewish War)
             Yeshua referred to this event when 
talking to His disciples about end times. He 
warned us that we would see something in the 
Holy Place that would be an abomination that 
makes it desolate. “When you therefore shall 
see the Abomination of Desolation, spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy 
place, (whoever reads, let him understand:) 
Then let them which are in Judaea flee into 
the mountains:” (Matthew 24:15-16)
             When the Holy Temple in Jerusalem 
was defiled and the sacrifices were stopped, 
Antiochus ordered an altar to Zeus be erected 
in the Temple and installed a giant statue of 
himself. He banned brit milah (circumcision) 
and ordered pigs to be sacrificed at the altar of 
the Holy Temple.
 The Maccabees, a small remnant of 
faithful believers who refused to assimilate, 
kept the faith. They fought the mighty Syrian 
Greek army with its superior numbers and war 
elephants, much as David fought Goliath. G-d 
gave them the victory! They rededicated the 
Temple in Jerusalem and restored the worship 
of G-d as He had commanded. Man cannot 
stop what G-d decrees! If Antiochus IV had 
succeeded in destroying the Jews, then we 
would not have Yeshua our Messiah, the Lamb 
of G-d, the Lion of Judah!                                                         (Continued on pg 5)
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DEDICATION AND REDEDICATION       "No Syncretism, No Assimilation.” 

___________________________________________________

Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and 

glorify your father in heaven – Matthew 5:16
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 By going to the Temple during 
Chanukah, Yeshua honored the memory of 
faithful predecessors who had persevered 
unto victory and the rededication of the Holy 
Temple. “And they kept the eight days with 
gladness, as in the Feast of the Tabernacles, 
remembering that not long afore they had 
held the Feast of the Tabernacles." 
(2 Maccabees 10:6) 
 An important message of Chanukah is 
“No Syncretism, No Assimilation.” We are 
not to mix pagan practices with our worship 
of the Lord. In Deuteronomy 12:30-32 we are 
warned, “Take heed to yourself that you are 
not snared by following them, after they are 
destroyed from before you; and that you 
don’t enquire after their gods, saying, “How 
did these nations serve their gods? even so 
I will do the same.” You shall not do so unto 
the Lord your G-d: for every abomination to 
the Lord, which He hates, have they done 
unto their gods; for even their sons and 
their daughters they have burnt in the fire 
to their gods. Whatsoever I command you, 
observe to do it: you shall not add to it, 
nor diminish from it.”

  We need to examine ourselves and 
remove the leaven of the world that has crept 
into our lives. I used this tie to Passover 
deliberately. At Passover, Yom Kippur, and 
Chanukah, indeed every time we bring an 
offering, we are commanded to examine 
ourselves and get right with our fellow man and 
with the Lord. We need to be intentional in our 
worship of G-d. He told us how He wants us to 
worship Him. When we change things to suit 
ourselves, or integrate something that tickles 
our fancy, we obscure the truth that G-d is 
showing us in ordained worship. The Holy Spirit 
will never lead you to worship G-d differently 
than G-d’s Word prescribes. Tragically by the 
1920’s, the Jews in America integrated certain 
practices into their celebrations. “Chanukkah 
bushes” and gift giving on Chanukah were 
created by American Jews wanting to 
assimilate with the Christmas practices of their 
neighbors. 
 If we are “Yeshua-centric” as we claim, 
we should walk like Him. “And every man that 
hath this hope in Him purifies himself, even 
as He is pure.” (1 John 3:3) 
 Yeshua kept Chanukkah, without adding 
pagan practices. “For He hath made Him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of G-d in 
Him.”  (2 Corinthians 5:22)
 Yeshua said: “If you love me, keep my 
commandments.” (John 14:15)  
 The Word of G-d warned us against 
becoming like the world. “…Whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the 
enemy of G-d.” (James 4:4)
 Let us rededicate our lives fully to 
serving G-d as He desires us to do 
and let us honor the atonement of Yeshua 
by walking as He walked.

          

by B
eth

 G
a

y

Beth Gay

DEDICATION AND REDEDICATION       "No Syncretism, No Assimilation.” 
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The table is set, the children 
are spinning the dreidel, and 
the hanukkiyah is waiting to be 
lit. The sizzling sound of hot oil 
is heard in the kitchen, ready 
to receive spoonfuls of latkes 
(potato pancakes) or sufganiyot 
(jelly donuts). Why do we eat fried 
foods on Hanukkah, the feast of 
Dedication? It reminds us of the one 
day supply of oil that according to 
Jewish tradition miraculously lasted 
for eight days when the Temple 
was purified and rededicated 
in Jerusalem. As we rededicate 
ourselves to Him, we trust He 
will give us "the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise 

LATKES  
. . .in memory of the miracle of the oil

HOLIDAY BLESSINGS:  
Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech HaOlam, 
Asher kidshanu b’damo shell Yeshua HaMashiach 
v’tzivahnu l’hiyot or l’goyim, 
v’natan lanu Yeshua Meshikaynu HaOr L’Olam. 

Blessed are You, O LORD our GOD, King of the Universe, 
who sanctified us by the blood of Messiah Yeshua, 
and enables us to be a light to the nations 
and gave us Yeshua our Messiah, the Light of the World.
 
Baruch atah Adonai Elohenu Melech Ha-Olam, 
sheh-asah nissim l'avoteynu ba-yamim ha-haym 
baz'man hazeh. 
Blessed are You, O LORD our GOD, King of the Universe,
Who worked miracles for our ancestors in ancient days 
at this time. 

POTATO LATKES   
By Joy Worley Davis

Grate potatoes and onion on the fine side 

of the grater or in a food processor 

Transfer to a bowl 

Stir in flour, eggs and salt 

Heat oil in frying pan 

Drop two Tbs. of the mixture into hot oil 

Fry over medium heat, turning once 

Remove when it is golden brown 

Place on paper towels to drain 

Serve with applesauce and/or sour cream

Yields: 12 servings

Ingredients:
4 medium potatoes,  

    peeled and finely grated

1 small onion
1/4 cup all-purpose flour

4 large eggs
1 tsp salt
3/4 cup vegetable oil  

        or canola oil

"O mighty Rock of Israel, 
to praise you is a delight..." 
The Hanukkah hymn, Maoz Tzur
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for the spirit of heaviness". 
Isaiah 61:3 NKJV



Contribution 
EnvelopesRosh Pinah's beautiful large facility continually requires upkeep and 

some of that is expensive.  Please consider giving a generous gift to 
Rosh Pinah either by check or via PayPal on our website 
(www.roshpinah.org) to help us move forward   —   
KADIMA   —   with HIS vision for our community and the world. 
We truly appreciate your generous help. Thank you!

               PayPal On-line:    www.roshpinah.org

         Mail checks to: ROSH PINAH
   2600 NW 55th Place
   Oklahoma City, OK / 73112

ROSH PINAH  TITHES & FREEWILL OFFERINGS
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ROSH PINAH is funded entirely by people 
like you! Thank you for being generous. 
Your financial gifts are tax deductible. 
A return envelope has been included in this 
newsletter. Your contribution will also help to 
offset the costs of copying and mailing the 
HaShofar.
Please designate on the memo line how you want 
your gift used.
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DREIDEL GAME In the game of dreidel, each player puts a coin, raisin or candy in 
the center. Then players take turns spinning the dreidel. If the dreidel lands with the  
 b   NUN facing up, the player does nothing. If the  d GIMEL is facing up the player wins the 
whole pot. If the  v  HEY is facing up, the player wins half the pot. If the  a SHIN is facing 
up, the player must put an extra coin, raisin, or candy in the center.

CHANUKAH RIDDLE 
Solve the riddle to discover the Hebrew word for servant. 

 38 48 33 53 39 45 41
 +15 -15 +11 -38 + 5 + 8 - 8 ____ ____ ____  ____ ____ ____ ____

 ____ ____ ____  ____ ____ ____ ____

Key:    M=15  A=44  H=33   S=53                                 

www.kidsplaycolor.com

SERVANT CANDLE
Yeshua said, “If anyone would 
be first, he must be last of all and 
servant of all (Mark 9:35).”  
Yeshua was the ultimate servant. 
How can you serve others today 
like Yeshua?

HEY

NUN

GIMEL

SHIN



— Subject to Needful Change —
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KC DECEMBER
___________________________________________________________________   _________________   _____________   _________________

NAIL CARE CLINIC  |  West wing classroom 
DEC 6  |  TUES 4:00 - 6:00 pm  |  See Sign-up sheet in foyer
___________________________________________________________________   _________________   _____________   __________________  

MEN’S MEETING  |  Beginning with BREAKFAST 
DEC 11  |  SUNDAY 9:30 - 11:00 am  |  Meeting in the West Wing Auditorium 
              LED BY: RICKY DAVIS, our head shamash (deacon) 
___________________________________________________________________   _________________   _____________   __________________ 

LADIES HANUKKAH SCRIPTURE-GIFT EXCHANGE
DEC 11  |  SUNDAY 11:30 am - 1:00 pm  |  Meeting in the West Wing Auditorium

  LED BY: MIRIAM WEYGANT, OUR REBBITZIN (rabbi’s wife)
              Bring a scripture as a gift to exchange, in whatever form you like - 
             plaque, picture, mug, homemade or from the store.
             We look forward to encourage and build one another up.

             Suggested price limit of $18.
___________________________________________________________________   _________________   _____________   __________________ 

HANUKKAH
___________________________________________________________________   _________________   _____________   _________________

ROSH PINAH HANUKKAH CELEBRATION (7th Night)
DEC 24  |  SATURDAY  |   6:30pm - details to come
___________________________________________________________________   _________________   _____________   __________________ 

Upcoming Upcoming Events:Events:Upcoming Upcoming Events:Events:

ROSH PINAH I  2600 NW 55 PLACE I  OKLAHOMA CIT Y, OK 73112  I  405.842.1967  
                           www.roshpinah.org

Messianic

JUDAICA SHOP

Judaica Shop profits go toward the 
Rosh Pinah Facility Projects. 

COME SHOP – for Hanukkah!  

MEZUZAHS

405-842-1967

MENORAHS

OPEN WEEKDAYS 1:00-4:00pm  |  & Tues 6:30-7:15pm before Bible Study
              or  Call to make an appointment
 Leslie:  405-229-7739


