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successive days to arrive at day 50, Shavuot or

the meaning of the word, HOMONYM,

Pentecost, a Greek based word meaning 50

although there are many homonyms in

days. There is a big difference between the

common usage. Homonyms are words with

omer (sheaf) and the verb omer (say).

identical pronunciations but different

The verb omer (say) is a common biblical

spellings and meanings or words with both

Hebrew verb still used in Israel today. Its

identical pronunciations and identical

meaning involves saying or communicating

spellings but differing meanings. Sounds

something to someone else. We say many

complicated, doesn’t it? Not so. Two examples

things, don’t we? We are enjoined by Scripture

of common English language homonyms are

to make sure our speech is edifying. GOD has

the words pear, peer and pare or the words

also said much to His people according to

rock (a stone) and rock (a cradle). All

HEBREWS 1:1 – 3:

languages have homonyms like these
including biblical Hebrew. For example, the
verb omer (  אומרspelled with an alef and
meaning, say or speak) and the noun omer
(  עומרspelled with an ayin and meaning sheaf,
as in counting the omer), are homonyms.
Though different in spelling, these words
sound alike and are pronounced similarly but
have unrelated meanings.
When an omer is referenced during spring
after Passover, the meaning is most likely a
sheaf. Sheaves were brought to the Temple at
the beginning of the barley season at Passover
(Pesach) and a count off to the holiday of
Pentecost (Shavuot) then began. In ancient
times, Jewish people would bring the first
sheaves to the Temple as a means of thanking
GOD for the harvest and then count 49

God, who at various times and in various ways
spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us
by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the
worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory
and the express image of His person, and
upholding all things by
the word of His power,
when He had by Himself
purged our sins, sat
down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high
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A Shavuot
Promise
by Pam Force

Forty days Messiah was with them, doing and teaching,
telling them to wait for the promise that was given by
the Father: power would come upon them and they
would be HIS witnesses in Jerusalem, in all of Judea, in
Samaria, and even to the furthest part of the earth! (Acts
1:8). What would that be like? How would it change
them? What kind of power?
They gathered together, both men and women, and
waited in prayer and in supplication, all with the same
focus and agreement (Acts 1:14). Matthias, a new
witness to the Messiah was chosen (Acts 1:26), and they
waited, for Shavuot was coming…
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Shavuot was here! They were all together in one place
and the sound of a mighty rushing wind from heaven
was heard, and tongues of fire appeared upon each of
them, and they spoke with languages as the Ruach
HaKodesh gave each one. They became His witnesses
that day to those around them. The promise had come
and they were changed (Acts 2:1-4).
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Shavuot is coming! Are we waiting for Him in prayer
and supplication? We’re not together right now in
physical presence, but we can be in the spiritual realm.
There is no distance there. We are His witnesses in this
day and in this place in Oklahoma City, and wherever
we go. We’re a long way from Jerusalem, so we are
fulfilling the commission in this part of the world. We
have many around us who have not heard the Good
news of Messiah that we have to give. He’s alive! He
loves you! Believe in Him and what He has done! Turn
from sin and run to Him, He’s waiting to forgive and
give life eternal!
Bo Ruach Elohim! Come Spirit of God, fill us, renew us,
guide us in these days as we wait for the return of
Messiah Yeshua. Empower us with Your Truth, Your
Love for the lost, for Your people, and for Your Word.
May we stand firm and in hope as we wait for the
fulfillment of the promise of His return. Bo Yeshua Bo!
Come Yeshua Come!
Pam Force

OMER - OMER
Shavuot conclusion there is a sense of
anticipation. After Yeshua’s resurrection, He
told His Apostles to wait in Jerusalem because
there they would receive power from the Holy
Spirit. This Messiah-mandated time of waiting
occurred during the counting of the omer.
They were in great anticipation and prayer
during their season of waiting.
What are you anticipating during this season
in your life? Is your heart set upon Him,
inclined to His word and Spirit? I hope you are
waiting on the LORD to hear what He says to
your heart, what He says about your current
situation, and your own personal goals in life.
If you are waiting on the LORD to hear what
the LORD might say to you, you are not alone.
Many during this unusual period in modern
history are looking to the LORD to hear what
His Spirit is saying to them. We are also not the
first generation needing to wait on the LORD.
Habakkuk expressed his own inclinations
during a time of anticipation and waiting in
HABAKKUK 2:1. He wrote: I will stand my
watch and set myself on the rampart, and watch
to see what He will say to me…
During this time of sheaves, pandemics,
uncertainty, social distancing, abide at home
directives and more, may we not be distant
from our Savior, nor have ears too dull to hear
what He is saying to us. His word is our daily
bread. His Spirit is the unction we need to
weather all that might come our way. We do
not know what lies ahead, but we can rest
assured the LORD is good and what the Good
LORD says will come to pass as we countdown
to the day of Yeshua’s return.
Michael Weygant

Acts 2:1 – 4 “And when the day of Pentecost was fully
come, they were all with one accord in one place. And
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.”

Genesis 1:1 – 2 “In the beginning GOD created the heaven
and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of GOD
moved upon the face of the waters.”

Many see this event as a beginning and a change, but in
many ways it was simply a continuation. More of a persistent
companion and a shift in His communication with mankind
than the start of something entirely new.

In the beginning there was nothing but GOD, and when GOD
began to create everything by His Word, the Spirit of GOD is also
present. GOD is a Spirit (John 4:24), and so he is not physical. He is
not matter nor is He a part of His creation (i.e., the Universe); He is
“outside” creation. Consequentially, when GOD communicates
with us, He manifests Himself in our world.

Isaiah prophesied that the Spirit of the LORD would dwell
with Messiah Yeshua, in his prophesy about the Branch that
would grow from the root of Jesse in Isaiah chapter 11:

In the past, He has spoken to men with just His voice. He has sent
beings of flesh in the image of mankind. He spoke from a burning
bush. He has been a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire at
night. Two thousand years ago, GOD was manifested in flesh in
Messiah Yeshua, as it is taught in 1 Timothy:
1 Timothy 3:16 “And without controversy great is the mystery
of godliness: GOD was manifest in the flesh, justified in the
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on
in the world, received up into glory.”
From the very beginning, GOD has also communicated with
mankind though the Holy Spirit or the Spirit of HaShem (i.e., the
LORD). The Holy Spirit is another manifestation of GOD in this
world. In 2 Samuel, we read:
2 Samuel 23:1 – 2 “Now these be the last words of David.
David the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up
on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet
psalmist of Israel, said, The Spirit of the LORD spake by me,
and his word was in my tongue.”
Melech David (King David) has one of the most consistent
relationships with the Spirit of the LORD in the Tanakh; when the
prophet Samuel anoints David, while David is still a very young
man, we read:

This prophesy also teaches much about the work of the Holy
Spirit. He is the Spirit of wisdom and understanding. He is the
Spirit of counsel and might. He is the Spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the LORD.
We see more descriptions of the work of the Holy Spirit in the
Brit Chadesha (the New Covenant). In Romans, we’re given a
clue as to how the Holy Spirit teaches us, as well as what He
teaches us.
Romans 8:16 “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of GOD:”
Messiah Yeshua taught His apostles about the Holy Spirit just
before His death and resurrection.
John 14:26 “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you.”
He lets them know the Holy Spirit will comfort them. He lets
them know the Holy Spirit will not only teach them, but help
them remember what Yeshua taught.
For each of us that believes in Messiah Yeshua, we can say
with certainty that the Holy Spirit speaks to us as well; as we
read in 1 Corinthians:

It is not just the voice of GOD talking to men, or the Angel of the
LORD appearing to men, but the Spirit of the LORD inspiring,
prophesying, and working with mankind in a variety of ways
throughout the Bible.

1 Corinthians 12:3” Wherefore I give you to understand,
that no man speaking by the Spirit of GOD calleth Jesus
accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord,
but by the Holy Ghost.”

The work of the Holy Spirit (or Spirit of GOD) is same today as it has
always been, it is to do the will of the LORD on the earth, and thus
to manifest His presence in the world. After Jesus ascended into
heaven, the Holy Spirit is, and has been, the primary manifestation
of GOD on the earth.

GOD still manifests Himself in the world today, and even
though we don’t live in a time when prophets bring the word
of the LORD to a king, we are blessed to live in a time when
the King speaks to us through His Holy Spirit. Let us all reflect
on our blessings at this time of Shavuot, and treasure our
relationship with our GOD.

Before Messiah Yeshua ascended into heaven, He told His apostles:
Acts 1:8 “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.”

Kevin Gay, elder
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1 Samuel 16:13 “Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and
anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the
LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel
rose up, and went to Ramah.”

Isaiah 11:2 “And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the
fear of the LORD;”

by Kevin Gay, elder

The Spirit
of the LORD

Then a few days later on Shavuot (also known as Pentecost)
we read:
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A Selah
Moment
by Richard Lineberry

Just what is a Selah anyway? Most of the scholarly
types view it as a musical rest. The Amplified Bible
translates it as “pause and calmly think about that.” I
remember a grade school music teacher who asked the
question, “Which is most important in music, the notes
or the rests?” The answer she was looking for was that
BOTH are equally important (if that were possible).
Notice how often the word Selah is used in Psalms.
When the musical notes are flowing along, suddenly
the composer wants the reader to think more deeply
about what has just been said. Let it soak in and, in a
quiet state, get prepared for what is coming next.
This is an important thought that can be easily
applied to our spiritual walk with the Lord. When
something that is a regular routine is suddenly
interrupted, you have to stop and try to understand the
circumstances and figure out what’s going to happen
next. Hopefully in the middle of the rest, we pause and
calmly think about what GOD might be saying.
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Actually, there are many “pauses” and “rests” in our
lives. Things change. Old things wear out and new
things replace them. Sometimes it’s fun, sometimes not
so much. Just about the time we were used to
circumstance as they are, GOD might just come along
and challenge, shake and renew. Scripture is full of
these changes for GOD’s people and are best termed as
“shakings.”
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The Bible is full of uncomfortable shakings.
Think about the life of Joseph. The shaking he endured
was quite difficult. But towards the end of it he told his
brothers that what they had meant for evil GOD meant
for good. We can view our present circumstances as
totally bad if we choose too, or we can look for our
good GOD to change us individually, corporately and
even nationally.
Think about the young man named Sha’ul of Tarsus.
He was a rising star in the religious atmosphere of his
day. But GOD interrupted his life and changed him into
something he would have never expected. Now that’s a
shaking!

In the book of Haggai, the prophet, the people were
recovering from the 70-year exile. The Temple was
finally being rebuilt. To the surprise of some, the
remodel job was not as glamorous as the original.
Things were shaken up. GOD shook their theology,
their faith and their comfort zones. So it is when GOD
shakes things up whether it’s individuals, a
congregation, or a nation with its culture. It may not
have been the way we would like to see changes made
but GOD picks and chooses the events that will
continue to transform us into His desires.
So! Let us as believers pause and calmly think
about what GOD is saying and trying to accomplish in
and through us. The old ways of living our lives may
have brought us thus far but are likely insufficient to
bring us where He desires us to go.
Here are a few things I have personally noticed over
the last few weeks that I think the Holy Spirit is
emphasizing to us.
1. Let us shun fear. God is greater than anything
that scares us. The writer A.W. Tozer said “A
scared world needs a fearless church.”
2. Hopefully, prayerless believers will learn to
become real intercessors. We can all improve
our prayer lives. It’s okay to ask GOD what He is
saying to us. Practice listening and ask the Holy
Spirit to increase your spiritual sensitivity.
3. Put away idols of materialism and greed. Only
GOD can show us how much is too much. If my
trust is in material things to bring me peace or
salvation, I am in need of a major change in my
thinking.
4. Pray the Body of the Lord be brought to a greater
level of purity and holiness.
5. Pray that nonbelievers be brought to a place of
genuine repentance to receive forgiveness of
their sins and the spiritual rebirth that only
comes through the Son of GOD. Remember that
it is only by the blood of the Lamb that we can
receive eternal life. There are many nonbelievers
that need to TURN and many believers that need
to RETURN.
6. Daily express your trust in the Lord and pray His
will to bring about the needed changes in the
things being shaken.
Let us be aware and not miss our days of visitation.
We can rejoice always that GOD is with us, in us and for
us. Note that the word RESTORATION starts with a
REST. Be encouraged, God will bring us into the new
place of His choosing.
Richard Lineberry

Growing up I attended a Conservative Jewish
Synagogue in New York. In Judaism the holidays were
always a very joyous time for my family and me. After
Passover, we eagerly began counting the fifty days up to
Shavuot. Shavuot was a special time because we
celebrated and remembered the Giving of the Torah to
our people. The Torah is seen as a wedding contract, a
Ketubah, between GOD and Israel. Just as the
anticipation built leading up to a wedding, our
anticipation grew leading up to Shavuot.
Shavuot was special to me as a child and I have fond
memories. One of the ways we celebrated Shavuot was
staying up all night at our Synagogue studying the
Torah. We children came dressed in our pajamas and
brought stuffed animals. We would study, color, play
games, and sing songs. The adults would study the
Torah and the commandments. We stayed there all
night, and we ate blintzes, soufflés, and all kinds of
noodle kugel, cheese cake, and dairy. The next morning,
before went home we would feast again on bagels and
lox, egg salad, and tuna salad. It was a very special time.
This year we may not be able to fellowship together at
Shavuot and that makes me sad.

Shavuot also occurs at the time when the Apostles were
in the upper room studying and waiting for the giving of
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4). Counting the Omer reminds
me to remember that we should be preparing our hearts
and listening to the Holy Spirit in anticipation of a time
to come when Messiah will return; to be studying His

Noodle Kugel Recipe
Ingredients
1 8oz package of egg noodles (I use wide). I would boil
and not fully cook as they continue to cook in the
oven.
1/2 cup or 1 stick of butter
1 8 oz package of cream cheese
3/4 cup of sugar
4 large eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 cups of milk
1/2 cup raisins (I personally leave this out)
Cinnamon I sprinkle and mix just a bit as the topping
has cinnamon.
Topping
1 1/2 cups of cornflakes crushed
2 teaspoons of melted butter
1 teaspoon of sugar
2 teaspoons of cinnamon
Preheat oven to 350
Cook and drain noodles
Mix and beat in a bowl butter, cream cheese and
sugar. In another bowl mix eggs and vanilla and
beat. Add the milk to the eggs and vanilla and raisins
if you use them. Then combine all the above in one
bowl or pot. Pour all this into a 9 X 13 baking dish.
In another bowl crush the cornflakes and add melted
butter and sugar and cinnamon and top the mixture
in the baking dish with the cornflake topping.
Bake for 1 hour and 15 minutes.
Lauren Losawyer
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The important part of Shavuot as I grew older was the
teaching: that it was during Shavuot that the Jewish
people really came to be. It was at Mount Sinai when
GOD gave us the Ketubah/wedding contract, The Ten
Commandments, when He became our GOD and we
became his people. It reminds me of Yeshua's teaching
of the Ten Virgins, (Matt. 25:1-13) a parable depicting
the necessity of remaining spiritually prepared while
waiting for the appearance of the bridegroom (the Lord).

word, walking in His way, loving and serving others
especially in these challenging and uncertain times
we find ourselves in. We should keep our lamps filled
with oil and our hearts set on that glorious time to
come. Though we may not be able to be together this
year and share Leslie's famous Blintz Soufflé, by GOD's
grace next year we will be together again. Here is one
of my favorite recipes. Enjoy. You will need:

by Lauren Losawyer

Rememberances
of Shavuot
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by Cherry Lunsford

Mortgage Free

Becoming . . .

a Reality!

$19,438.34
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Our Current MORTGAGE BALANCE
as of 2/6/2020:

ROSH PINAH is funded entirely by
people like you! Thank you
for being generous. Your financial
gifts are tax deductible.
AN OFFERING ‘BOX’ is located
IN THE WALL PANEL on your left as
you enter the Sanctuary. There is
also one in the foyer hallway. You
may also give anytime on-line:

ROSH PINAH TITHES & FREEWILL OFFERINGS

www.roshpinah.org

Upcoming Events:

Weekly:

– SUBJECT TO NEEDFUL CHANGE –

Refer to the ROSH PINAH website for the latest updates

www.roshpinah.org

Videos of Shabbat Sermons | Videos of Tues Bible Study
ZOOM MEETINGS: Tues Prayer | Shabbaton | Men's Meeting | Ladies Meeting
and Thursday Ladies Zoom Study

Shabbat

9:00 am – Prayer Room open

10:40 am – Shabbat Service
			 & Shabbat School
1:30 - 3:00 pm – S.E.T. Classes:
Adult Shabbaton
Children’s Shabbaton
Teen Class
Hebrew Class
Messianic Dance

Tuesday

PRAY

...For our US Government
officials / Oklahoma Governor /
Oklahoma Senators and
Representatives /
Israeli government officials

STUDY GOD's WORD,
Listen to HIS SPIRIT
& REACH OUT
to change lives and
BRING HOPE

6:15 pm – Prayer
6:30 - 7:20 pm – Judaica Shop OPEN
7:30 pm – Bible Study

Rosh Pinah

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon thru Thurs: 11 am to 4 pm
Friday: 11 am to 1 pm

Judaica Shop OPEN Weekdays: 1-4 pm
Tues Eve: 6:30 - 7:20 pm
Please call ahead for an appointment
405-842-1967

HaShofar

Sue Thurston, Editor
Bette Hutchens, Production
Writers - Rabbi Michael Weygant,
Pam Force, Kevin Gay, Richard Lineberry,
Lauren Losawyer, Cherry Lunsford
Graphics - Leslie Clymer
Folders - Mishpocha Volunteers
________________________
The opinions expressed in the HaShofar
are those of the authors.

History
LESSON

Mail checks to:
ROSH PINAH

2600 NW 55th Place
Oklahoma City, OK / 73112

Giving On-line

Now Available
Your Giving to Rosh Pinah
is Needed and Appreciated!
We’re happy to offer you on
our website the convenience of
giving with PayPal. A DONATE
button can be found on our
website homepage:

www.roshpinah.org
You can complete your
payment with just a few clicks;
the email you receive from
PayPal after you donate serves
as your charitable tax receipt.

Help us. . .

Dissolve our
mortgage
A return envelope has been
included in this newsletter.
Your contribution will help
to offset the costs of copying
and mailing the HaShofar.
Please designate on the memo
line how you want your gift used.
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Rosh Pinah has always
been a debt-free
congregation. . .
except for one thing: Our
mortgage. The good news is
our mortgage is now nearly 90%
paid off! We request your help in
making this year a banner year for
vanquishing this mortgage debt.
We can save much money on
interest by paying off the mortgage
quickly. Please consider giving a
generous gift to Rosh Pinah now
either by check or via PayPal on
our website (www.roshpinah.
org) to help reduce or remove the
mortgage debt. We welcome your
generous help. Thank you.

Contribution
Envelopes
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REFER TO OUR WEBSITE for the latest updates on reopening

Upcoming
Events:
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Videos teachings online | www.roshpinah.org

SAT, MAY 30 – SHAVUOT CELEBRATION | pending
SUN, JUNE 7 – SHAVUOT PICNIC @ LAKE ARCADIA | cancelled
– Subject to needful change –
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by Lauren Losawyer

ROSH PINAH is a Messianic Jewish Congregation of both Jewish and nonJewish believers in Yeshua “Jesus” of Nazareth, the Messiah. In the Hebrew,
Rosh Pinah means “Cornerstone” and signifies that Yeshua the Messiah is the
cornerstone of our faith.
Our study and teaching is centered upon the Jewish scriptures, consisting
of the Tenakh (Torah, Prophets, and Writings) and the Brit Chadashah (New
Covenant). We study the scriptures from a Jewish perspective, recognizing
that they were written and preserved by faithful Jewish men of GOD.
Rosh Pinah worships on the Jewish Shabbat and we observe the Biblical
Feasts and Holy Days of the LORD. Our worship service combines traditional
Jewish Blessings, Messianic Jewish Worship and Praise, and Davidic Dancing.
Above all, we emphasize in our congregational experience a living, vibrant
and personal relationship with the GOD of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, through
the Messiah Yeshua.
Our heart’s desire is to reach both Jew and Gentile with the Good News of the
Messiah Yeshua, and to help the Christian Community to reclaim their rich
Jewish Heritage.
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