
The Root of the Matter
The Hebrew language is well known for its 
unique history of development, its dominant 
three-letter consonantal roots and the various 
words and meanings connected to each root 
of a Hebrew word.  For example, a three-letter 
root familiar to most is transliterated as 
A – M – N.  If shown these three letters, 
contestants on the 
Wheel of Fortune 
television game show 
might quickly “buy a 
vowel to add the letter 
E and exclaim their 
discovery – AMEN! And, 
true to form, the Hebrew 
word AMEN, which 
means loosely ‘so be it’ is 
indeed connected to the 
Hebrew language root, 
A-M-N.  Other words 
connected to the three-
letter Hebrew root A-M-N 
include the words faithful (ne’eman), artist 
(amnah), faith (emunah) and exercise (imun).  
Most Hebrew language root words branch 
out to include other shadows of meaning just 
like the root A-M-N. The root offers the initial 
meaning; the branches of the same root bring 
forth variances to that meaning.

That is perhaps why linguists find the 
Hebrew root A-H-V to be intriguing.  This 
root is connected in meaning to our English 
language word LOVE.  The Hebrew word for 
love is ahavah.  This root (A-H-V) is found in 
the Hebrew text of Deuteronomy 6:5 (And 
you shall love the LORD your GOD with 
all your heart…) and in Leviticus 19:18b 
(you shall love your neighbor as yourself).  
Uncharacteristically at least in relation 
to Hebrew language roots, nearly all the 
Hebrew words connected to the root  A-H-V 
involve just one concept: LOVE. Whereas 
other Hebrew roots such as A-M-N mentioned 
above develop into corollary concepts, when 
it comes to the Hebrew root for LOVE, that 

is not entirely the case. LOVE seems to be 
the beginning of the matter and the end of 
the matter; the overarching message of the 
Hebrew root itself and all its cognate words.  
As such, the Hebrew word for love is used in 
conjunction with qualifying words or ideas of 
explanation such as ‘love of money’, ‘love of 

self’, or ‘love of material 
things’ and so forth. 
Each qualifier expands 
the focus of the root 
meaning, but the root 
remains unchanged; 
love is love.  To state it 
another way, in Hebraic 
thinking there is a 
certain constancy to the 
love of GOD.  Whereas 
human affections can 
be fickle, and feelings 
can come and go, true 
love – the ahavah love 

of Adonai - is deemed to be ongoing and 
sure.  Or, to restate the poignant words of the 
LORD spoken to Israel in Jeremiah 31:2:  “Thus 
says the Lord: “The people who survived the 
sword found grace in the wilderness; when 
Israel sought for rest, the Lord appeared to 
him from far away. I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; therefore I have continued 
my faithfulness to you.”  
When we tell others 
‘GOD loves you’ we are 
expressing an enduring 
truth made manifest to us 
by the death, burial and 
resurrection of Messiah 
Yeshua. As the Apostle 
declared: Hereby perceive 
we the love of God, 
because he laid down his 
life for us: and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the 
brethren. Thankfully, the 
enduring truth connected
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By Linda Mensah
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My wilderness journey began after my mother 
went home to be with the LORD. They say 
there are five stages to grief, but I believe 
there are more. Grief doesn’t really have  
‘a time,’  particularly if your loved one filled 
as many roles in your life, as my mother did 
in mine. That caused me to grieve or mourn 
longer than what one may call normal.  To lose 
the one that nurtured me from her womb until 
her home-going was a great and painful loss. 
In my past, I once heard a verse from a song, 
“From my mother’s womb Love called 
my name.”  I tried to find that same kind 
of love — or as close as I could — to 
comfort me, even though I knew it was 
only possible through Yeshua (Jesus).

During these stages in my grief events 
or ‘things’ would trigger tears.  I read 
an article that stated, “There are no 
components of our life that grief does  
not affect. Grief affects us emotionally, 
physically, and spiritually. A huge paradigm 
shift occurs when we lose a loved one. 
Sometimes we lose our sense of value, and 
don’t know our purpose.” I felt like a displaced 
homemaker.  Another article, written by 
D. Evers states (quoting loosely) that some find 
purpose in needing to belong again, needing 
to be needed by helping others. Grief is an 
individual experience and in the midst of your 
grief, though afraid to do so, you need to feel 
your pain and lean into it, to embrace it. It is 
not a bottomless pit although you may feel 
like it.  Allow yourself to do it and you will be 

healthier, stronger, and wiser for it.
That is where the journey through my 
“wilderness experience and revelations” 
began.  GOD was leading me into a place away 
from distraction and depending on people 
to placing my dependency on Him. He was 
detoxing me from what I had always done and 
my old way of thinking.  I was alone with Abba 
Father, one-on-one, learning and listening to 
His voice, reflecting, changing my mind set, 
      and learning to do things His way.

   It is a place of rest, tranquility,   
   reconnecting Abba Father with self,  
   and knowing who we really are in Him. 
    I had to face truth, fears, and challenges.
    He strengthened me for the tasks, 
    assignments and purpose that He has 
    for my life, and along with that He 
    healed and made me whole.  

    He began to down load into my spirit  
the things about His love and what 

matters to Him — “GOD’s Heart Matters.”  
I was reminded of the pain and suffering 
Yeshua (Jesus) went through (Isaiah 53,). 
He understands grief, depression, distress, 
loneliness, and anguish. (Mark 14:33-39, Luke: 
42-46). Love is the greatest weapon you can 
have! It destroys every kind of evil, wickedness, 
and death. It took Yeshua (Jesus) to the cross 
and resurrected Him. Love is His heartbeat 
and it pulsates into us and we are to have that 
same kind of love. Love is like glue that holds 
things together, and it is infinite. Love has 
become foreign to our ears and spirit because 

Love 
is patient        
and kind; 
love does 
not envy 
or boast... 
 1 Cor 13:4

        From Grief
      To My Wilderness Experience, 

   and Revelations

“Yet I show you a more excellent way.” 
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we have failed to speak out according to 
1 John 3:18.  “My little children, let us not love 
in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in 
truth.” Love is GOD’s language and is heavenly 
language. We are to love intentionally on 
purpose and with purpose in mind. We are His 
eyes, ears, mouth, arms, legs and feet. When 
we say, “I love you” and embrace one another, 
it is Abba saying and speaking through us. We 
are one with Him and we don’t get to pick and 
choose who to love. (John 3:16, Luke 10:27). 

                    Love takes risks and sacrifices    
   for others that they might be 
   encouraged and strengthened.  
    When we say: “I love you,” we   
    don’t know whose life we are 
    touching or saving. You may be 
    the only voice that person may 
    hear it from. We don’t know 
    where or what they are going 
    through, and your voice may be 
    the very last thing they hear.

    So whatever your assignment 
    is, do not change it or stop. 
    Be like John the Baptist 
   repeating the same message; 
   you never know who it is helping.  
   Some won’t receive it and some 
   will, but just stay faithful in 
   pleasing Abba Father. Whatever 

your loss or pain - and it may be great, 
remember that Abba Father’s love is so much 
greater. The same kind of love that He has will 
defeat your pain and loss and give you the 
victory!!!  GOD’S HEART MATTERS!

           Linda Mensah

If I give 
away all 
I have, 
and if I 
deliver up 
my body to 
be burned, 
but have 

not 

Love, 
I gain 
nothing.
1 Cor 13:3

Love, 

...rejoices    
with the    
truth   

1 Cor 13:6

___________________________
     Continued from FRONT page

  The Root of the Matter   
to GOD’s love is well beyond semantics and 
discussions; it is love in motion. GOD loves His 
people and His love is not stagnant or fickle.  

We, in return, are to love GOD 
and love one another as He 
commanded us to do. The love 
Yeshua set in motion is meant 
to touch and shape the lives 
of all mankind especially our 
own lives.  We are to keep His 
love activated in and through 

our daily lives. As we do so, we leave His 
imprint upon the hearts and lives of those we 
encounter and show that His love endureth 
forever.
                
 

Michael Weygant, 
         Messianic Rabbi

If I speak in the tongues 
of men and of angels, 

but have not 
Love, 

I am a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal. 
...if I have all faith, 

so as to remove mountains, 
but have not 
Love, 

I am nothing. 
1 Cor 13:1,2

________________________
From Grief.... Continued from page 2



How many of us love reading Leviticus? I cannot 
say that I do; however, I remember one groggy-
headed afternoon at the end of the Sabbath Day’s 
activities, mentally trekking the tedious terrain 
of Levitical teaching from my recliner, and being 
suddenly overwhelmed with the  realization of 
GOD’s impeccably precise instruction to His priests. 
It overwhelmed my senses, and I am awed and 
respectfully humbled.

I am absorbed in Leviticus to satisfy the question 
which is the title of this article. How do we 
differentiate what is holy, and is most holy? They 
are both mentioned in Leviticus. 

A reading of Chapters 2, 6, and 7 of Leviticus 
answers questions meaningful to our understanding 
of many Old and New Covenant concepts. The 
scriptures containing the most holy designations 
are readily grasped.

The term most holy appears in conjunction with 
the Levitical instructions regarding burnt offering 
sacrifices at: Lev. 2:2-3, 2:10; Chapter 6:17, 25 and 29; 
but not always the same wording at Chapter 7:1, 6, 
      and 10. The component phrases of each passage 
            in Chapters 2 and 6 include: the offering made 
               by fire; it is a sweet savour unto the Lord; 
                a memorial of the burnt offering given first 
              as a memorial to the Lord, and the Lord 
        gives back the remnant of His offering to Aaron 
and his sons to eat; and these comprise “… a thing 
most holy of the offerings of the Lord made by fire.”

Each phrase is singularly a deep and complex 
conversation(s) entwined into biblical references to 
our Messiah Yeshua.

The burnt offerings for the sin, trespass, and peace 
offerings. Lev. 6:6 “…and he shall bring his trespass 
offering unto the Lord…  7) And the priest shall 
make an atonement for him before the Lord: and 
it shall be forgiven him for any thing of all that 
he hath done in trespassing therein. The Messiah, 

most holy, is recognized here, atoning, forgiving, 
purifying, and dying. He became all of the elements 
of the sacrifice, including sharing Himself with 
humankind, and returning to the Father.

The emphasis on holiness required by GOD in the 
appointment, consecration and training of the 
priests was intense and well-rehearsed. The specific 
and exhaustive activities to preserve cleanliness and 
holiness in the service of the sacrifice offered by GOD 
to GOD is for the priests an all-consuming activity 
and way of life. Purification and holiness were 
central to all the sacrificial system.

The purifying fire of the altar (as with the menorah) 
was commanded to burn continually night and 
day, attended by priests to uphold the reference of 
fire to His eternal Holy Spirit. GOD is a consuming 
fire. (Heb. 12:29).  His spirit and power are often 
expressed with fire as on Mt. Sinai (Deut. 12:17), 
the burning bush (Ex. 3:2), the pillar of fire going 
before the Israelites, the holy spirit in tongues of fire 
(Acts 2:3-4); and further examples too numerous 
to mention. 

Many of us were alarmed reading about the fire 
issuing from the altar and consuming Nadab 
and Abihu, anointed priest and sons of Aaron, for 
falsifying and corrupting the incense in the burners 
they carried. GOD is a jealous god and will preserve 
His truth. We read at Rev. 8:3: “Then another angel, 
having a golden censer, came and stood at the 
altar. He was given much incense, that he should 
offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the 
golden altar which was before the throne.” One 
implication is that GOD notices and understands the 
prayers coming from the hearts and mouths of HIS 
saints and will ever protect that relationship from

By Sue Thurston
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Are Holy and MOST Holy the same?

Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. Love never ends... 
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A definitive description of GOD is found in the final three 
words of 1 John 4:8, “Whoever does not love does not 
know God, because God is love.” The truest love of all, 
GOD’s love, is also described in verses like 1 Corinthians 
13:4-8.  There we read, “Love is patient. Love is kind. 
Love does not envy or boast. Love is not arrogant 
or rude. Love does not insist on its own way. Love 
is not irritable or resentful.  Love does not rejoice 
at wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. Love 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. Love never ends…”  According to 
renowned Hebrew language lexicologist Rabbi Dr. Ernest 
Klein, the Semitic root word connected to the Hebrew 
word for love means “he got in motion.”  As might be 
expected, the Hebrew language concept of LOVE is, 
in its essential root form and meaning, a call to action. 
The New Covenant expresses the same ideal in verses like 

1 John 3:18: “Dear children, let us love not 
only with word or with our tongue, but also 
in action and truth.” The Amplified version of    
1 Corinthians 16:14 states: “let everything 
you do be done in love (true love to God and 
man as inspired by God’s love for us)”.  

If, as scholars like Dr. Ernest Klein suggest, 
love is connected to the Semitic root idea, 

‘He got in motion’ we can say with assurance, GOD did 
get in motion. He sent His only begotten Son, Messiah 
Yeshua, to redeem from sin and death all who trust in 
Him.  Concerning pure love, it seems obvious GOD is the 
primary actor or cause, the One who in His blameless 
character mercifully took the first step. We love Him 
because He first loved us.  If we desire to follow His 
example, let us show the world around us His love in 
word, in truth and in deed. As Scripture declares: 
“Now abideth three things; faith hope and love. 
The greatest of these is love.”  (1 Corinthians 13:13) 
To love GOD and our neighbor is to set in motion in 
our daily lives a walk of love that is the essence of His 
commandments. Yeshua is our example. He laid down 
His life for us. He humbled Himself for our sakes. He 
lived selflessly rather than selfishly. We ought to take 
up our ‘cross’ daily and follow His example by making 
sure everything we do is done in His love (1 Corinthians 
16:14). Through the exhibition of His love in our lives 
others including our families, our co-workers, our 
neighbors, our fellow students and our friends will know 
for sure we are His talmidim. 
            

By Michael W
eygant, Messianic Rabbi

 Faith 
Hope & 
  Love
 Abide

corruption. They are “a sweet savour to 
the Lord.”

Now we see the spiritual, physical and elemental 
fire of GOD is from creation and continues 
beyond Revelation as His magnificent light will 
then shine greater than the sun. These ancient 
rehearsals are given to shape the understanding 
of an ancient people, and their reality was 
fulfilled in the Messiah, Yeshua (Jesus), who was 
the embodiment of the Holy written word in our 
Bible.  We will see and experience if we participate 
through Him in that magnificent light, His 
Holy Spirit.

It would be most clearly understood by a believer 
that the concerted activity comprising most holy 
speaks of the prophet, the Messiah, who would 
forgive trespass and sin, and who would bring 
peace. The Father reveres his Son. He presents 
him as a holy sacrifice to be accepted and 
lifted up and revered by His holy people. 
The sharing, acceptance and consummation 
is a most holy thing. 
It always comes back to Yeshua; He is the 
most holy, and all the most holy sacrifices 
refer again to Him.  

Abba shared Him with humankind as a way to 
overcome the division caused by sin and reunite 
them with Him. He is most holy …because
John 3:16: For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 3:17: For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world; but that 
the world through him might be saved. 

Love so amazing to save the world 
is most holy.
              Sue Thurston

...As for prophecies, they will 
pass away; as for tongues, they 
will cease; as for knowledge, it 
will pass away.  1 Corintians  13:7,8   

He Got In Motion       
________________________
Holy / Most Holy.... Continued from page 4



 

We invite you to join us on this Footsteps of Abraham and Yeshua program that will expand our 
knowledge of the Bible and this sacred land. A journey following in the footsteps of Yeshua will 
change the way you read the Bible, and you will learn why scholars refer to it as the “Fifth Gospel.”   
Join us  -  as we walk where Yeshua walked! 

Contact Rabbi Weygant:     midwey55@gmail.com   |  call 405-843-1948 (leave a message) 
     or call Leslie at the Office:  405-842-1967

      Find links to our   ITINERARY  |  TOUR BROCHURE  |  REGISTRATION
                  www.roshpinah.org

 Hosted by Rabbi Michael and Miriam Weygant

ROSH PINAH  TITHES & FREEWILL OFFERINGS

 Mortgage Free   
Becoming   . . .       a Reality!
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Our Current MORTGAGE BALANCE 
as of  9/6/19:  
   $85,479.01 
ROSH PINAH is funded entirely by people 
like you!  Thank you for being  generous. 
Your financial gifts are tax deductible.

AN OFFERING ‘BOX’  is located  
IN THE WALL PANEL on your left as you 
enter the Sanctuary. There is also one 
in the foyer hallway. You may also give 
anytime on-line: 
 
           www.roshpinah.org

Save your Shekels   –  Come join us for a trip of a Lifetime!   

 ____________________________
*Above pricing reflects a 4% cash discount

  Cost:  $3,996.*     
Deluxe Package from OKC

—  RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY — 
Contact EO  •   800-247-0017   |  www.eo.travel/mytrip

Tour = HL20  |  Date = 021620  |  Code = X  |  ID = 50612 
     

ROSH PINAH OKC  ISRAEL TRIP   –  FEBRUARY 16-27, 2020

“In the Footsteps of Abraham & Yeshua”

SIGN UP 
NOW!



History           
     LESSON
Rosh Pinah has always 
been a debt-free 
congregation. . . 
except for one thing: Our mortgage.  
The good news is our mortgage is 
now nearly 90% paid off!  We request 
your help in making this year a 
banner year for vanquishing this 
mortgage debt. We can save much 
money on interest by paying off the 
mortgage quickly.  Please consider giving 
a generous gift to Rosh Pinah now either 
by check or via PayPal on our website 
(www.roshpinah.org) to help 
reduce or remove the mortgage debt. 
We welcome your generous help.
Thank you.

Mail checks to:
 ROSH PINAH
 2600 NW 55th Place
 Oklahoma City, OK / 73112

Rosh Pinah 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Mon thru Friday: 11 am to 4 pm 

Shabbat
 9:00 am  – Prayer Room open
 10:40 am  – Shabbat Service 
   & Shabbat School
 1:45 - 3:00 pm  – S.E.T. Classes:
   Adult Shabbaton
   Children’s Shabbaton
   Teen Class
   Hebrew Class
   Messianic Dance Class

Tuesday 
 6:15 pm  – Prayer
6:30 - 7:20 pm  – Judaica Shop OPEN
 7:30 pm  – Bible Study

Weekly:

HaShofar Editor 
Sue Thurston

Writers - Rabbi Michael Weygant,
Linda Mensah, Sue Thurston 

Graphics & Photos - Leslie Clymer
Production - Mishpocha Volunteers

________________________
The opinions expressed in the HaShofar

 are those of the authors. 

 JUDAICA SHOP   |   OPEN Weekdays: 1-4 pm 
Tues Eve:  6:30 - 7:20 pm 

    or Please call ahead for an appointment
405-842-1967
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Giving On-line

Now Available

Contribution 
Envelopes

Help us. . .
Dissolve our     
mortgage

A return envelope has been 
included in this newsletter. 
Your contribution will help to offset 
the costs of copying and mailing 
the HaShofar.

Please designate on the memo line 
how you want your gift used.

Your Giving to Rosh Pinah is 
Needed and Appreciated! We’re 
happy to offer you on our website 
the convenience of giving with 
PayPal. A DONATE button can be 
found on our website homepage:

www.roshpinah.org
You can complete your payment 
with just a few clicks; the email 
you receive from PayPal after 
you donate serves as your 
charitable tax receipt.

 Upcoming Events:

“In the Footsteps of Abraham & Yeshua”
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
SEPTEMBER 17  /   TUESDAY       NAIL CLINIC   10am to Noon____________________________________________________________________________________________________

5780 FALL FEASTS 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
   9/29  EREV YOM TERUAH  |  SUN EVE @ 7 - 9 pm 

   9/30     YOM TERUAH   |  MON @ 11am - 1pm  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
10/08   EREV YOM KIPPUR  |  TUES EVE @ 7 - 9 pm 

10/09     YOM KIPPUR   |  WED @ 11am - 1pm 

10/09     BREAK THE FAST SERVICE   |  WED @ 6:30  - 7:30 pm ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
10/13      EREV-SUKKOT COVERED DISH   |  SUN 6:30pm  @ Leslie’s 

10/19      SUKKOT CELEBRATION @ RPS   |  SAT @ 6:30  - 8:30 pm ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
10/22  “COME, LET US WORSHIP”   |  TUES @ 6:30pm  
   RPS WORSHIP TEAM – HELD IN THE SANCTUARY     ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

ROSH PINAH OKC ISRAEL TRIP   –  FEB 2020   
Hosted by Rabbi Michael and Miriam Weygant  

“In the Footsteps of Abraham & Yeshua”
Save your Shekels   –  Come join us for a trip of a Lifetime!   

Deluxe Package from OKC    |   For only  $3,996.
 —  REGISTER TODAY — 

                   Contact EO  •   800-247-0017   |  www.eo.travel/mytrip
Tour = HL20  |  Date = 021620  |  Code = X  |  ID = 50612 
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ROSH PINAH is a Messianic Jewish Congregation of both Jewish and non-
Jewish believers in Yeshua “Jesus” of Nazareth, the Messiah. In the Hebrew, 
Rosh Pinah means “Cornerstone” and signifies that Yeshua the Messiah is the 
cornerstone of our faith.
Our study and teaching is centered upon the Jewish scriptures, consisting 
of the Tenakh (Torah, Prophets, and Writings) and the Brit Chadashah (New 
Covenant). We study the scriptures from a Jewish perspective, recognizing 
that they were written and preserved by faithful Jewish men of GOD.
Rosh Pinah worships on the Jewish Shabbat and we observe the Biblical 
Feasts and Holy Days of the LORD. Our worship service combines traditional 
Jewish Blessings, Messianic Jewish Worship and Praise, and Davidic Dancing. 
Above all, we emphasize in our congregational experience a living, vibrant 
and personal relationship with the GOD of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, through 
the Messiah Yeshua.
Our heart’s desire is to reach both Jew and Gentile with the Good News of the 
Messiah Yeshua, and to help the Christian Community to reclaim their rich 
Jewish Heritage.
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YOM TERUAH
Sept 29 

7 pm

SUN EVE, SEPT 29   EREV YOM TERUAH  |   @ 7 - 9 pm 
MON, SEPT 30          YOM TERUAH   |  @ 11am - 1pm  
TUES EVE, OCT 8    EREV YOM KIPPUR  |  @ 7 - 9 pm 
WED, OCT 9                YOM KIPPUR   |  @ 11am - 1pm 
WED, OCT 9     BREAK THE FAST SERVICE   |  @ 6:30  - 7:30 pm 
SAT EVE, OCT 19      SUKKOT CELEBRATION @ RPS  |  @ 6:30  - 8:30 pm 


