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by Messianic Rabbi Michael Weygant
Not surprisingly, an assortment
of Hebrew names also testifies to the
goodness of the LORD. An irony of an
oft-complaining Tevye in the classic playturned-movie, ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ is
that the name Tevye derives from verses
like Nahum 1:7. Tohv Yah (or Adonai),
Tevye or Tuvia — means, ‘the LORD is
good.’ Whether Tevye was a rich man
or not, the circumstances Tevye faced
did not alter the inherent goodness
of Adonai. The nature of the LORD is
goodness and He is good all the time.
Further, it is safe to say what the
LORD is doing in willing hearts in our
generation connects to His goodness.
Come to think of it: Do you thank Him
for His goodness, for what He is doing
in your life? We really should because,
truth be told, He is good, perfectly good,
eternally good.
Still, negotiating the challenges of
everyday life can be difficult. A helpful
rule of thumb in facing life’s ongoing
challenges is to keep Adonai’s goodness
always in view. Remember, no matter
what, Adonai tohv — the LORD is good;
He was, is and ever
will be good. View
your life in the new
year ahead not
through the prism of
your circumstances,
your trials, your
disappointments,
or your desires.
Rather, view your life
through the prism of
GOD’s goodness.
As light passing
through a prism
refracts to reveal
________________________
Continued on page 6
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At a recent Shabbat service, everyone
was encouraged to publicly express their
favorite Bible verse. Soon, the word of
GOD resonated within the Rosh Pinah
sanctuary. Wonderful, encouraging
verses such as John 3:17, Psalm 48:1-2
and Acts 3:19 came forth from various
men and women in attendance that
morning. And, as one would expect
at a Yeshua-centric, Scripture-oriented
kehilah like Rosh Pinah, as each verse
was excitedly recited from memory, the
assent of those listening was obvious.
But before long the inevitable happened.
I was asked to quote my favorite verse.
Think about it: How would you respond
to that same question? What is your
favorite verse? I responded to the query
by reciting NAHUM 1:7. This verse reads
in Hebrew and English as follows:
 חֵסי ב ֹֹו, ְלָמעֹוז ְּביֹום ָצ ָרה; ְוי ֵדַע,טוב ְיה ָוה
ֹ
“The LORD is good, a stronghold
in the day of trouble; and He knoweth
them that take refuge in Him.” (JPS)
The eight Hebrew words of Nahum
1:7 translate to twenty English words.
The practical, spiritual and eternal
implications of this verse are informed
by the first two Hebrew words of
Nahum 1:7: “ טוב יהוהGood is the LORD”
or as some translations express,
“The LORD is good…” Nahum 1:7 is not
the only place Scripture declares, Adonai
tohv - “the LORD is good…” Dozens of
times we are told directly and indirectly
in the Bible that “the LORD is good.”
As a result, the concept of His
goodness permeates our theology
and our hymns, songs, nursery rhymes
and choruses. Declarations of divine
goodness also occur in messianic liturgy
since Jewish liturgy is, for the most part,
a recitation of Scripture.
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Sound the Trumpet Israel!!!
by Peter Haddock

Two of the holiest days mentioned in the
Bible will be observed this month in Jewish
communities around the world, specifically:
the Feast of Trumpets and the Day of
Atonement. These are commonly referred to
as the High Holidays. Israel was commanded
to have "a holy convocation" on these days.
Leviticus 23: 24-27 (NKJV)
Feast of Trumpets:
23
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Speak
to the children of Israel, saying: ‘In the seventh
month, on the first day of the month, you shall
have a sabbath-rest, a memorial of blowing of
trumpets, a holy convocation. 25 You shall do
no customary work on it; and you shall offer an
offering made by fire to the Lord.’ ”
Day of Atonement:
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 27 “Also
the tenth day of this seventh month shall be the
Day of Atonement. 28 And you shall do no work
on that same day, for it is the Day of Atonement,
to make atonement for you before the Lord
your GOD.
26
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Jewish communities still observe these holy
days religiously and both are national holidays
in Israel. Even those who are secular-minded
commonly observe these holidays.
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The Feast of Trumpets is commonly called
Rosh Hashanah or the “Jewish New Year,” but
the Bible calls it "Yom T'ruah" or the day of
blowing of trumpets. The blast of the trumpet,
in this case a ram's horn, was Israel's call to
repentance. When I was in middle school,
I played trumpet in the school band. It is a
powerful instrument which will capture the
attention of the audience. No matter how
loud the band played, you never had trouble
hearing the trumpet section.
In the first observance of Rosh Hashanah
the trumpet call was announcing a day of
reckoning, a day when GOD entered into
judgment with His people. Similarly, Yeshua's

mission and His message can be described as
a call to repentance. John the Baptist prepared
the way for Him, crying out, "Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand," Matthew 3:2
ESV. That message makes these Holy Days
even more significant to believers today. Yom
T’ruah and Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)
are truly “holy convocations” and should
be observed as such. I recall the first time I
attended Yom T’ruah and Yom Kippur Services
at Rosh Pinah. It was a truly unique and
somber experience. Reflecting on our lives
and path will certainly highlight our need for
repentance and fill us with gratitude that our
Saviour has forgiven our many sins. Praise
His Name!
That, however, is a far cry from what the
secular world does when celebrating a New
Year. It is not uncommon for party revelers to
drink champagne, blow tiny horns and spin
groggers when the new year is proclaimed. It
appears these items may have been borrowed
from Jewish Tradition - trumpets from Rosh
Hashanah and groggers from Purim. However,
without honoring the LORD and repentance
from sin, such secular celebrations have little
or no significance. Rosh Hashanah is much
more significant and not just a “Jewish New
Year” in the secular sense of the word.
As we reflect on the difficulties of this past
year and all the turmoil, our nation would be
wise to observe these Holy Convocations and
to heed the words of our LORD as found in:
2 Chronicles 7:14 & 15 (NKJV)
If My people who are called by My name will
humble themselves, and pray and seek My
face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I
will hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin and heal their land. Now My eyes will be
open and My ears attentive to prayer made in
this place.
Peter Haddock

Safe Harbor
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given. The world does not know this truth, and
often does not care for it. At times that may take
courage and even lead us into danger. Cor 16:13:
"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like
men, be strong. 14 Let all your things be done
with charity.”
The truth is becoming difficult to decipher. There
seems to be very little of it, and we must turn to its
source to discern it. But it is enlightening! John 1:1:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with GOD, and the Word was GOD.” Therein
is our safe harbor. The Word is Truth, and the Word
is Yeshua. “Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
and lean not to your own understanding. 6 In
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths.” Prov. 3:5,6 Here we lay down all
our burdens and insecurities. Our paths lead to the
Kingdom of the GOD.
Two realities exist for us. One is a tenuous earthly
situation which may rise or fall due to its placement
and the wisdom of its leaders, and we will probably
be somewhat subject to its whimsy or tyranny.
The other is an eternal spiritual kingdom wherein
promises have been made to us that will never be
broken. What is in us that we would even attempt
to attain to that kingdom? The Word of Truth said
it at John 14:32: “In my Father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you.” He means a
place in eternity for us, where no evil may exist.
Eccl. 3:1 He has made everything beautiful in its
time. Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except
that no one can find out the work that GOD does
from beginning to end.
1 Cor 2:9,10 9 But, as it is written, ’What no
eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of
man imagined, what GOD has prepared for
those who love him’ —10 these things GOD has
revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit
searches everything, even the depths of GOD.
GOD has given us His Spirit so that we can search
for and find Him. Also, he has prepared a place for
us to be part of that Kingdom throughout eternity.
That is Truth for a believer, and our only ‘safe
harbor’ will be found in the Truth.
Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD;
and the people whom he hath chosen for his
own inheritance. Ps 33:12
			
Sue Thurston

by Sue Thurston

This little phrase and others similar are embedded
in our earliest memories. Phrases of comfort are
appealing to us as a people; therefore as we cherish
and cling to them we also search, and sometimes
battle, to create the reality of safety for ourselves
and loved ones.
Early travelers beset by hunger, ruffians, thieves
or weather were grateful to find a roadside inn
or abode. Ships’ crews over-weathering or under
attack hurriedly steered toward safe waters to
outlast or brace against dangers. Such phrases now
even include ‘havens’ to secure wealth, or insurance
to shore up and replace losses.
According to Matthew at 6:19-21, there is one
secure place for your wealth:
“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal: 20But
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal:
21
For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.”
What, then, is safe harbor? Civilizations rise,
prosper, and temporarily endure. A favorite and
most interesting pastime is unearthing these
civilizations from the mounds of over-fallen earth.
So at best, it is tenuous and fragile.
“The wealth of the rich is their fortified city;
they imagine it a wall too high to scale”
Prov. 18:11 Juxtapose that proverb with Proverbs
10 and 11: “The name of the LORD is a fortified
tower; the righteous run to it and are saved.”
Understand, the saving of the righteous is not
the tower; it is the name of the LORD."
Our personal lives and loves often show the ravages
of the fight for freedom and safety. “The spirit of
a man will sustain his infirmity, but a wounded
spirit, who can bear?” An emotional component
is involved in ‘safe harbor.’ David, victorious in
battle, mourned and commented on the death of
his beloved friend, Jonathan, and King Saul, when
he exclaimed: "The beauty of Israel is slain upon
thy high places: how are the mighty fallen!"
2 Sam. 1:19
Yeshua, the name of our LORD, is our safe harbor.
He also calls upon His followers to be like him. In a
world uncertain, His followers are to give comfort
and share the Word of Truth that we have been
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Fixing the 'Fixins'
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by Rabbi Michael Weygant
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The track at the athletic fields of Coronado
High School in west El Paso was a great place to run
in the evening. The track is well situated: The Franklin
Mountains (also known as Las Sierras de los Mansos)
loom to the east, Mexico is on the other side of the
Rio Grande to the south, while to the north and to the
west lies New Mexico. On more than one occasion
while running the track at Coronado High School,
we did not want to stop running, so great was the
abiding sense of inner satisfaction and thankfulness
we felt toward the LORD, “sheh hechiyanu
v’kiyamanu v’higianu laz’mahn hazeh” —
who kept, sustained and brought us to such a
memorable experience.
A similar sense of satisfaction and
thankfulness now permeates Rosh Pinah community.
Why is that so? Our Messiah has brought us to a joyful
occasion. After 11 years of ‘running the track’ of steep
monthly mortgage payments, we have finally crossed
the finish line. Paid in full. No more debt. No more
lien. Instead, we can now say with thankfulness to our
Messiah, we own our wonderful facility.
Yet, just as the Franklin Mountains in El Paso
loomed before us as we completed our evening run
at Coronado High School, mountains (tasks) loom
over our Rosh Pinah community as we completed our
mortgage payments. Yes, we now own the facility
but we own it with all its ‘fixins’ - lots of ‘fixings’. The
Elders of Rosh Pinah prayerfully recognize now is an
opportune time to begin tackling several important
tasks at the facility and to do so wisely, resolutely
and economically. These tasks include revamping
and/or replacing commercial air conditioning units,
remedying outside drainage issues, and changing
or repairing carpeting. It is not that we have been
neglectful of these and similar facility matters
during the previous 11 years of mortgage payments.

Help us

Move Forward
. . .KADEEMA

Quite the opposite. We kept our eyes on the track
leading to debt-free status. As we did so, we also kept
investing in missions and ministering to those in our
community.
Someone once said: “Vision becomes
reality when connected to actions appropriate
to that vision.” Many among us caught and then
invested in the vision of being debt free. In like
manner, we hope we will catch the vision to bring
the physical surroundings at our beautiful facility
to a better state of repair and ongoing upkeep. The
cost dollar-wise for the anticipated tasks exceeds 6
figures, meaning over $100k is needed. We ask for
your help and your partnership in getting these tasks
done. Ultimately, the issue is an issue of stewardship.
GOD uses people and He may want to use you to help
remedy the fixins’ that need fixing in our community.
If so, rejoice that He entrusts you with the vision to
invest in this important task. We are truly grateful
to Him for all the faithful stewards who have helped
make Rosh Pinah a debt-free congregation. We trust
He will lead us forward as we work toward fixing
the ‘fixins’.
With the building fund no longer a line item
in our bookkeeping, the Rosh Pinah Elders have
established a new line item for funds designated to
complete tasks at our congregational facility. Funds
can be designated to FACILITY PROJECTS by writing
that in the memo portion of a check or other means
of giving such as PayPal and the standard giving
envelope at the congregation. All such designated
funds, whether large or small amounts, will go to the
various facility projects we plan to tackle now that we
are mortgage free.
Thank you for your prayers and for your help.
Both are needed and are greatly appreciated.
			Rabbi Michael Weygant

Mortgage. . . Free
a Reality!

by Eric King

Broken Vessels
Have you ever fallen down before? It wasn’t
fun was it? Maybe you scraped your knee or
landed on your hands and scarred them up
a bit. When I was five years old, I fell six feet
from out of a tree and broke my leg. The only
thing I remember is feeling that half of my body was
falling into a hole. No amount of crawling was helping
me escape the hole. That fall hurt.
Sometimes our grief can be so severe that it actually seems
we are falling into a hole from which there is no escape. That kind
of grief, if left unchecked, can leave us feeling hopeless, lost, alone,
and confused all at the same time. At those times we MUST
remember that there IS a way out!
2 Corinthians 4:7-10 (KJV) states: 7 But we have this treasure
in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of GOD,
and not of us. 8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed;
we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 Persecuted, but not forsaken;
cast down, but not destroyed; 10 Always bearing about in the body
the dying of Yeshua, the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Yeshua, Jesus might
be made manifest in our body.
Our bodies, these “earthen vessels”, will be hurt, scarred, pinched, trodden, and broken.
Life has its fill of trials and tribulations, but this passage can definitely give us hope if we
really listen to these words of wisdom from Paul the Apostle: “We are hard-pressed, yet not
crushed.” Did you catch that? NOT CRUSHED! That means we can still move!
“We are perplexed, but not in despair” NOT IN DESPAIR!!! Hallelujah for that! So no
matter how sad or broken we have become, we will not fall into despair. Despair is a deep
dark tunnel with no end. It is self-serving and only makes it about self; thank GOD that He
has said that the “excellence of the power” is in Him! It leads us away from that tunnel into
His marvelous light. It takes us away from ourselves and puts focus on HIM!

So much happening in the world recently have caused fear and depression to become
a big topic. It is leaving many people in that sad state. Even some of our brothers and
sisters in Yeshua are suffering fear, sadness and loneliness. This should not be so! It is time
to rise up and take the Word of GOD for what it is.... A sword! Commit to memory verses
such as this passage we just reviewed, and use it to lift the spirits of others. Use passages
of TRUTH to combat the enemy! Let’s get out there and win souls and bring the light of
Yeshua to everyone!
Are you using the “earthen vessel” you’ve been given to bring glory to GOD?

							

Eric King
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The ending of verse seven says “not of us” for good reason. When Yeshua is manifest in
us, these “earthen vessels” are used for His glory. We may be persecuted, but we are NOT
forsaken; if we get struck down, we get back up again because we are NOT destroyed!
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by Bette Hutchens

Kids Corner
Rosh HaShana
*Puzzle

Across
Down
1. Fruit for a sweet
2. Time to blow
new year.
the ________.
4. Binding of Isaac.
3. Biblical name
6. Special challah for
for Rosh
holiday: ________
HaShanah:
challah. Also a king
Yom ________.
wears this.
Also, a single
7. Goes with the fruit
blast of
for a sweet new year. number 2.
5. Yeshua is our
*Answers at bottom of page 7
_________.
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A New Year – A New Hue
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Continued from page 1

a dazzling display of colors, so too when
we consider our lives through the prism
of His goodness our lives take on a new
hue. Has He comforted you? Helped you in
times of trouble? Corrected you to teach
you His ways? Lifted you up when you were
depressed and felt defeated? Was He near
to you when your dear friend maligned and
dropped you, leaving you confused and
hurt? We must learn to “taste and see that
the LORD is good” regardless of our trials. In
His goodness, He is an ever-present help to
us, and we would be wise to view our lives
through the prism of His unfailing goodness.

His grace, compassion, love, and inner
shalom serve as reminders of His goodness.
PSALM 31:19 says:
“Oh, how great is Your goodness,
Which You have laid up for those
who fear You,
Which You have prepared for those
who trust in You…”
Friends, as the new year arrives, please
thank Yeshua daily for His goodness. As you
do, a new hue will shine forth in and through
your life. 			
		Rabbi Michael Weygant

Upcoming
Events:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TUESDAY | PRAYER - 6:15 | BIBLE STUDY - 7:30 Meeting in the Sanctuary
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FALL FEASTS OF THE LORD
Come let us go up to the mountain of the LORD.
Come into His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise.
FRI, SEPT 18 | EREV YOM TERUAH | 7:00 pm In the Sanctuary
SAT, SEPT 19 | YOM TERUAH | 11:00 am In the Sanctuary
We feast on Spiritual food during this time and will
not have any food or dancing at the feasts due to 'distancing,' masks are optional.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SUN, SEPT 27 | EREV YOM KIPPUR | 7:00 pm In the Sanctuary
MON, SEPT 28 | YOM KIPPUR | 11:00 am In the Sanctuary
MON, SEPT 28 | BREAK THE FAST SERVICE | 6:30 pm In the Sanctuary
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SAT, OCT 3 | SUKKOT CELEBRATION | 6:30 pm In the Sanctuary
Beginning our week of joyful celebration with TED PEARCE IN CONCERT

Weekly:

Shabbat

9:00 am – Prayer Room open

10:40 am – Shabbat Service
			 & Shabbat School
1:30 - 3:00 pm – S.E.T. Classes:
			 Adult Shabbaton
			 Children’s Shabbaton
			
ZOOMTONTeen Class
			
Class
ABBA M Hebrew
SH
			
P Messianic
rg Dance

email:

2:15 roshpinah.o

@
admin swords
a
for p s

Tuesday

6:15 pm – Prayer
7:30 pm – Bible Study

Rosh Pinah

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon thru Thurs: 11 am to 4 pm
Friday: 11 am to 1 pm

Judaica Shop OPEN Weekdays: 1-4 pm
Please call ahead for an appointment
Leslie: 405-229-7739

HaShofar Editor

Sue Thurston
Bette Hutchens, assistant
Writers - Rabbi Michael Weygant,
Peter Haddock, Bette Hutchens,
and Sue Thurston

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SAT, OCT 10 | WORSHIP CELEBRATION | 6:30 pm In the Sanctuary
Ending SUKKOT with joyful praise from our Rosh Pinah Worship Team.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Graphics - Leslie Clymer
Production - Mishpocha Volunteers

________________________
The opinions expressed in the HaShofar
are those of the authors.

– Schedule is subject to needful change –

ROSH PINAH TITHES & FREEWILL OFFERINGS

PayPal On-line: www.roshpinah.org
Mail checks to:
			
			

ROSH PINAH
2600 NW 55th Place
Oklahoma City, OK / 73112

Contribution
Envelopes
ROSH PINAH is funded
entirely by people like you!
Thank you for being generous.
Your financial gifts are
tax deductible.
A return envelope has been
included in this newsletter.
Your contribution will help to
offset the costs of copying and
mailing the HaShofar.
Please designate on the memo
line how you want your gift used.
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Rosh Pinah endeavors to be a debt-free congregation.
The good news is, now our mortgage is paid off! We still need to maintain this beautiful building, but now we can focus on other things the
LORD would like us to do. Please consider giving a generous gift to
Rosh Pinah either by check or via PayPal on our website
(www.roshpinah.org) to help us continue to move forward
KADEEMA – with the vision the LORD has commissioned us with for our
community and the world. We welcome your generous help. Thank you!
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Answers to crossword: 1. apples 2. shofar 3. teruah 4. akedah 5. king 6. crown 7. honey

MARRIOTT
NW HOTEL
H
HIG
INTEGRIS
HW
AY
BAPTIST
MEDICAL
CENTER

ER
HEFN
LAKE

WAY
PARK

MAY AVE

ROSH
PINAH

VILLA

NW 57
MILLER

55 Place

Linn

– Subject to needful change –

I

2600 NW 55 PLACE

I

PENN AVE

PENN
SQUARE
NW H
MALL
IGHW
AY

NW 50 ST
INDEPENDENCE AVE

NW 63 STREET

LIBRARY

ON THE CORNER OF

Linn Ave & 55 Place

2 blocks north of NW HWY on Linn Ave
HISTORIC ROUTE 66

FRI, SEPT 18 | EREV YOM TERUAH | 7:00 pm
SAT, SEPT 19 | YOM TERUAH | 11:00 am
SUN, SEPT 27 | EREV YOM KIPPUR | 7:00 pm
MON, SEPT 28 | YOM KIPPUR | 11:00 am
MON, SEPT 28 | BREAK THE FAST SERVICE | 6:30 pm
SAT, OCT 3 | SUKKOT CELEBRATION | 6:30 pm
Beginning our week of joyful celebration with – TED PEARCE IN CONCERT
SAT, OCT 10 | WORSHIP CELEBRATION | 6:30 pm

Upcoming
Events:
R OSH PINAH

ROSH PINAH Congregation • 2600 NW 55 Place • OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73112

w w w. r o s h p i n a h . o r g

ROSH PINAH is a Messianic Jewish Congregation of both Jewish and non-Jewish
believers in Yeshua “Jesus” of Nazareth, the Messiah. In the Hebrew, Rosh Pinah means
“Cornerstone” and signifies that Yeshua the Messiah is the cornerstone of our faith.
Our study and teaching is centered upon the Jewish scriptures, consisting of the Tenakh
(Torah, Prophets, and Writings) and the Brit Chadashah (New Covenant). We study the
scriptures from a Jewish perspective, recognizing that they were written and preserved
by faithful Jewish men of GOD.
Rosh Pinah worships on the Jewish Shabbat and we observe the Biblical Feasts and Holy
Days of the LORD. Our worship service combines traditional Jewish Blessings, Messianic
Jewish Worship and Praise, and Davidic Dancing.
Above all, we emphasize in our congregational experience a living, vibrant and personal
relationship with the GOD of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, through the Messiah Yeshua.
Our heart’s desire is to reach both Jew and Gentile with the Good News of the Messiah
Yeshua, and to help the Christian Community to reclaim their rich Jewish Heritage.
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