JUST ONE STITCH

by Rabbi Michael Weygant

After the autumn High Holy Days and the
beginning of a new Torah reading cycle,
the celebration of Hanukkah comes like
a stitch in time. Hanukkah is just one
stitch in the yearlong cycle of life in our
Messianic Jewish community. The noble
themes of Hanukkah include dedication,
rededication and recommitment to Him
who did miracles for our forebears in
days of old. Hanukkah falls as winter
approaches and with winter, the darkest
days of the year. Generally, the days
are short, and the nights are long in the
Northern Hemisphere during the 8 days
of Hanukkah. In contrast, Hanukkah
is known as the Festival of Lights; its
great symbol is the unique hanukkiyah

(Hanukkah menorah) with its 8 places
for the nerot shel Hanukkah (lights
of Hanukkah). Yet, a hanukkiyah
contains an elevated 9th place for
the shamash (servant) candle or, on
some hanukkiyahs, a lowered place
for the 9th candle. In either case, the
place of the shamash is set apart
from all others. This special place for
the shamash candle, whether lowered or
elevated on the hanukkiyah, points us to
Yeshua, who made Himself a little lower
than angels as the Suffering Servant
(shamash), died vicariously for our sin
and is now exalted on high by virtue of
His resurrection power, ready to return
at any time. Yeshua is the Light of
the World.
During this winter season, with the help
of His Ruach, let us do what we must do
to fix any broken stitches in our lives. Let
us solidify our relationship with Yeshua,
firm up our godly friendships, help
support and grow our spiritual community
and above all, we should as Jude 1:21
declares, “keep ourselves in the love of
God, looking for the mercy of our Lord
Yeshua the Messiah unto eternal life.”
It seems Benjamin Franklin was correct
when he said: 'An ounce of prevention
is worth a pound of cure'. Surely, every
stitch repaired now, even if just one stitch
in time, can make a big difference in the
tapestry of our lives.
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Which is your favorite saying? Is it
‘a penny for your thoughts? Or ‘he who
laughs last laughs best’? Or perhaps
‘blessed are the flexible for they shall not
be broken’? English has its fair share of
meaningful sayings meant to impress
upon us important ideals and principles.
One such statement is this: “A stitch in
time saves nine.” This saying is several
centuries old, likely first appearing in
print in the journal of English astronomer
Francis Baily, written in 1797. As a
proverb, “A stitch in time saves nine”
can be looked at in at least two ways.
Literally, skillfully placing a single stitch
in a damaged garment while the damage
is still small can lessen the need for
ten stitches to repair a larger tear later.
Figuratively, “a stitch in time saves nine”
points to the principle that prevention is
better than cure. Therefore, a good goal
is to maintain godly relationships, good
health, an active role in our spiritual
community, and ongoing efforts doing the
work of the kingdom of GOD. Scripture,
common sense and too often painful
experience affirm we are wise to fix
burgeoning issues in our lives before they
become big problems.

Rabbi Michael Weygant
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Now that we have started another cycle of
reading through the Torah, let’s reflect on the
story from the very beginning. GOD made us
(mankind) in His image, we dwelt with Him in
the Garden of Eden, and disobeyed Him. Even
then, He covered our nakedness and created
a way for us to be in His presence for eternity.
This way is done through Yeshua (Jesus),
GOD’s faithful Son.
Continuing through the Bible we see the
promised Seed passing through Noah, Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, David, and finally, Joseph and
Miriam giving birth to the Seed, Yeshua the
Messiah! Yeshua became our covering when
He willingly laid down His life as a ransom for
ours. That ransom was needed to allow mankind
to be in GOD’s holy presence forever.
Do we truly grasp how holy is the GOD of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? To name a few of
His characteristics, we see He is perfect, just,
righteous, caring, trustworthy, honest, faithful,
pure, all-knowing, all-powerful, and all-present.
These same characteristics are seen in His Son,
Yeshua the Messiah, and are needed for His
sacrifice to be accepted for the atonement of
all mankind.
Now that we’ve traced the Seed, Yeshua, and
looked at some of His characteristics, let’s look at
the power in His words.
He [Yeshua] said to them, "Because you have
such little trust! Yes! I tell you that if you have
trust as tiny as a mustard seed, you will be able
to say to this mountain, 'Move from here to
there!' and it will move; indeed, nothing will be
impossible for you!" (Mat 17:20 CJB)
GOD does not change. He’s the same
yesterday, today, and forever! He is holy and
eternal. We must put our trust in Yeshua in order
to live in GOD’s presence for eternity. Trust not
only in His death but also His resurrection
and ascension to the right hand of His Father
in Heaven. Yeshua has conquered death and

In Him was life, and that life was
the light of men. John 1:4

made a way we can, too. All it takes is faith the
size of a mustard seed in Him (what He did, what
He’s doing, and what He will do).
Even on our best of days, we’ve fallen short of
His glory. Fortunately, GOD made a way for us to
be with Him. That way, the only way, is Yeshua.
As we follow Him, we become more like Him,
and less like the world. Many of our anxieties
melt away as He clothes us in forgiveness. His
grace and mercy heal our damaged hearts and
minds, empowering us to do the same for others.
What can we do with this? We can accept this
free gift of salvation through Messiah Yeshua
and start paying it forward. We can lay down our
lives for His kingdom work here on earth. Dying
to our selfishness and living in the Spirit
allows us to be connected to Yeshua and the
Father. It also allows us to help others find the
way to salvation. Here are a few questions
to consider:
1. Are you living a life that shows those
around you there’s hope now and hope
in the future?
2. Do you exhibit the love of a humble
servant when with others?
3. Have you let go of the “flesh” and let the
Holy Spirit work through you?
4. Do you offer the same grace and mercy
to others that GOD has given you?
5. Are you willing to give everything
that GOD has given you to further the
kingdom's work?
Let’s be people who reflect the image of GOD.
Let’s be people who accept the Seed and help
plant His seeds (the word of GOD) in the heart
and lives of those around us. Let’s live forever
and worship the GOD of Israel!

Karl Grabin

Yeshua, The Ultimate Gift

The dictionary defines a gift as something that is
willingly given without payment. In the NKJV bible,
the word gift is mentioned nearly 60 times. Looking
through the verses and chapters where a gift is
mentioned, I noted 4 things described as a gift in
the bible and which are provided in abundance
through Yeshua.
The first gift I noted in the bible was righteousness
(Rom 5:17). This is given to us through the blood
of Yeshua (Rom 3:25), and is connected to our
faith and trust in Him. This gift of righteousness is
given to us as a gift of God through His provision
of a “new heart” (Eze 11:19). This new heart allows
us to walk in His statutes and judgments. I believe
Scripture shows that this “new heart” is a heart that
seeks repentance and perfection (Eze 18:29-31).
We all have sinned, but through Yeshua we are
also offered forgiveness and cleansing (1 John 1:9).

One of the first ways grace is mentioned in the
bible is when Moses asks God to show him grace,
by showing him His ways, so that he may know
Him. (Exo 33:13). This leads to the third gift that
we receive from God through Yeshua, knowledge
and wisdom. One of the most concentrated areas
in the word where God gives us knowledge is
through the Sermon on the Mount (Mat 5-7).

The last way I noticed the idea of a gift being used
in the bible is to obtain favor. Through Yeshua's
death and resurrection, we see a picture of how
we as believers in Yeshua have died to sin and
been made alive in Messiah (Rom 6). We are now
slaves to righteousness and have received eternal
life. Yeshua is now sitting at the right hand of the
Father, and is our Advocate with the Father if we
sin. Yeshua is the propitiation for everyone's sin,
and eternal life is offered for those who know Him.
(1 John 2). This favor or gift we receive is
connected to our belief in the Lord as we come
into His light (John 3). His favor has given us the
promise of eternal life (1 John 2:25), a new heaven
and a new earth (2 Pet 3:13), and made us heirs
according to the promises of Abraham (Gal 3:2829), as redeemed children of God (Romans 9:8).
In conclusion, God has given all of us the way
to salvation through His Son, Yeshua. He is the
ultimate gift, because without Him, we would not
have the Helper, the perfect sacrifice, a new heart,
and much more. God provided us the complete
path to heaven through Yeshua’s life, death, and
resurrection. He didn’t only give us the destination,
but He provided the map, the path, and the guide.
Without God’s ultimate gift, there is no other way to
eternal life. God provides for His people abundantly
and without reproach, Yeshua shows us that it is
God’s desire for all men to be saved and to come
to the knowledge of the truth (1 Tim 2). Therefore,
let us praise the Lord Yeshua and God the Father in
everything we do, thanking Him for every good gift
and encouraging each other daily in the faith.

Taylor Reed
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This leads to the second thing referred to as a gift
in the bible, grace (Eph 2:8, 3:7, 4:7). Scripture
points to grace as being made available to us in
many forms. Life itself is a gracious gift from God.
The fact that “all have fallen short of the glory of
God” and are guilty yet can be forgiven through
repentance is, in my opinion, the most abundant
measure of divine grace shown. It is by the Lord’s
mercy we are not destroyed (Lam 3:22-23) and
through the grace of our Lord Yeshua that we
are even saved (Act 15:11). Through Yeshua we
are given redemption by His blood, which is the
forgiveness of sins (Eph 1:7).

Yeshua teaches us how we are to act and even
warns us against practicing iniquities (Mat 7:21-27).
He teaches us what anger, lust, and idolatry mean.
Through His message and through His example,
He teaches us how we are to live. He teaches us
to love our enemies. He warns us of the end times,
the importance of forgiving others, using sound
judgment, and not living in hypocrisy. All Yeshua
has done and taught cannot be shared in this short
article, but He has given us the Holy Spirit to teach
us all things (John 14:26).

by Taylor Reed

When asked to write this article, I was concerned
about how to even begin to describe Yeshua.
I knew no matter what I wrote it wouldn’t portray the
full glory of the subject. So I decided to see what
Scripture describes as a gift.
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SUKKOT

. . .remembering our deliverance
The Gay Family Sukkah

Rabbi Michael &
Miriam Weygant
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The hutchens Sukkah
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Z'man
Simchateinu
The Time of Our Rejoicing

Leslie's
Sukkah

Losawyer
Sukkah

The Grabin Sukkah

. . .all the Nations will go up to Jerusalem for The Feast!

You are to keep

the festival of
Sukkot

for seven days. . .
Rejoice at your festival
. . . your GOD will bless you
in all your crops
and in all your work,
so you are to be

full of joy!

Deuteronomy 16:13-15
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LATKES

. . .in memory of the miracle of the oil
by Bette Hutchens

The table is set, the children are
spinning the dreidel, the hanukkiyah
is waiting to be lit, and the sizzling
sound of hot oil ready to receive
spoonfuls of latkes (potato
pancakes) or sufganiyot (jelly
donuts) is heard from the kitchen.
Why do we eat fried foods on
Hanukkah, The Feast of Dedication?
It reminds us of the one day supply
of oil that according to Jewish
tradition miraculously lasted for eight
days when the Temple was purified
and rededicated in Jerusalem. As
we rededicate ourselves to Him, He
will give us "the oil of joy instead of
mourning and the garment of praise
instead of the spirit of despair."
Isaiah 61:3

HOLIDAY BLESSINGS:
Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech HaOlam,
Asher kidshanu b’damo shell Yeshua HaMashiach
v’tzivahnu l’hiyot or l’goyim,
v’natan lanu Yeshua Meshikaynu HaOr L’Olam.
Blessed are You, O LORD our GOD, King of the Universe,
who sanctified us by the blood of Messiah Yeshua,
and enables us to be a light to the nations
and gave us Yeshua our Messiah, the Light of the World.
Baruch atah Adonai Elohenu Melech Ha-Olam,
sheh-asah nissim l'avoteynu ba-yamim ha-haym
baz'man hazeh.
Blessed are You, O LORD our GOD, King of the Universe,
Who worked miracles for our ancestors in ancient days
at this time.

POTATO LATKES
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By Joy Worley Davis

6

Ingredients:

4 medium potatoes,
peeled and finely grated
1 small onion
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
4 large eggs
1 tsp salt
3/4 cup vegetable oil
or canola oil

on the fine side
Grate potatoes and onion
processor
of the grater or in a food
Transfer to a bowl
Stir in flour, eggs and salt
Heat oil in frying pan
re into hot oil
Drop two Tbs. of the mixtu
rning once
Fry over medium heat, tu
brown
Remove when it is golden
drain
Place on paper towels to
d/or sour cream
Serve with applesauce an
Yields: 12 servings

Shade in only the shapes with one of the letters in
and a hidden drawing will appear.

Yeladim Corner

HANUKKAH WORD SEARCH

CHANUKAH
DREIDEL GAME

ROSH PINAH TITHES & FREEWILL OFFERINGS
Rosh Pinah's beautiful large facility continually requires upkeep and
some of that is expensive. Please consider giving a generous gift to
Rosh Pinah either by check or via PayPal on our website
(www.roshpinah.org) to help us move forward —
KADIMA — with HIS vision for our community and the world.
We truly appreciate your generous help. Thank you!
PayPal On-line:

Mail checks to:
			
			

www.roshpinah.org
ROSH PINAH
2600 NW 55th Place
Oklahoma City, OK / 73112

Contribution
Envelopes
ROSH PINAH is funded entirely by people
like you! Thank you for being generous.
Your financial gifts are tax deductible.
A return envelope has been included in this
newsletter. Your contribution will also help to
offset the costs of copying and mailing the
HaShofar.
Please designate on the memo line how you want
your gift used.
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In the game of dreidel,
each player puts a coin,
raisin or candy in the
center. Then players
take turns spinning the
dreidel. If the dreidel
lands with the b
facing up, the player does
nothing. If the d is
facing up the player wins
the whole pot. If the v is
facing up, the player wins
half the pot. If the a is
facing up, the player
must put an extra coin,
raisin, or candy in
the center.
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Upcoming
Events:

All scheduled events are subject to change.

Please visit the Rosh Pinah Website for up to date event notifications

______________________________________________________________________________________________

CONGREGATIONAL HANUKKAH CELEBRATION

DEC 4 | SATURDAY
		
6:30 - 8:30 pm

Save This Date

PASSOVER
SEDER
DINNER

______________________________________________________________________________________________

MEN’S SOS MEETING |

Beginning with BREAKFAST

DEC 12 | SUNDAY 9:30 - 11:00 am |
			

Meeting in the West Wing Auditorium

LED BY: RICKY DAVIS, our head shamash (deacon)

APRIL 17, 2022
SUNDAY | 5-9pm

@ UCO

______________________________________________________________________________________________

LADIES HANUKKAH GIFT EXCHANGE

DEC 12 | SUNDAY 11:00 am | Starting with BRUNCH

______________________________________________________________________________________________

E s
E
S
E
M
CO l the new Item
– Al

MEZUZAHS

Judaica Shop profits
go toward the Rosh
Pinah Facility Projects.

MENORAHS

Messianic

JUDAICA SHOP

405-842-1967
OPEN WEEKDAYS 1:00-4:00pm | & Tues 6:30-7:15pm before Bible Study
or Call to make an appointment
Leslie: 405-229-7739

R OSH PINAH
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