Not New York, Tokyo,
Rome or Mecca
by Messianic Rabbi Michael Weygant

As we approach the holy days of
Passover and Shavuot (Pentecost),
prayer for Jerusalem and for the
people of Israel should be near the
top of our prayer lists. When we
pray for Jerusalem and for her
well-being, we are praying for
shalom (peace) there and by
inference, in every place of which

Jerusalem is of impact. Frankly,
that includes the whole earth.
And, in a way that one can hardly
explain, praying for the peace of
Jerusalem is praying for the LORD’s
return. Yeshua, who is the true
Prince of Peace, will set up His
throne in Jerusalem –
not New York, Tokyo, Rome or
Mecca - and will reign as only the
King of Kings can. We can pray
with confidence for His purposes
to be done in the Land of Israel
and by extension upon the face of
the earth as we pray for the peace
of Jerusalem. In case we have
forgotten the words and the focus
of the original prayer, here are the
ancient words associated with
the prayer:
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:

“May they prosper who love you.
7
Peace be within your walls, Prosperity
within your palaces.”
8
For the sake of
my brethren and
companions, I will
now say, “Peace be
within you.”
9
Because of the
house of the Lord
our God I will seek
your good.
PSALM 122:6 – 9 NKJV

Michael Weygant,
Messianic Rabbi
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While recently reading an excellent
article on prayer, I marveled at how
many different types of requests
Scripture sanctions. Prayers for
healing, deliverance, strength,
unity among true followers of
Yeshua, laborers for the harvest
and many more were listed in
the lengthy article. One prayer
was not mentioned or alluded
to although its root is ancient, its
words beloved to many the world
over: Sha’alu shalom li’rushalayim
or, Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
One-hundred years ago, before
Jerusalem was the bustling capital
city of Israel it now is, prayer for
Jerusalem might have seemed
a bit ‘out there.’ Yet, today in our
modern world, Jerusalem should
be very much in the forefront of
the list of prayer needs. What
happens in Jerusalem, symbolic
perhaps of the Land of Israel and
the people of Israel, is impactful to
our nation and our world.
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In this HaShofar edition are thoughts from some of the mishpocha of Rosh Pinah OKC responding to the topic:

...Can you not watch with me for one hour?
Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt. 27:41).
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Where will we be standing
in that last day?

that difficult a request. Interestingly it is
from Peter that we know that in the last
days we will be mocked because it will
look like Yeshua will not return. In 2 Peter
3:3-4 he said, ” Knowing this first, that there
shall come in the last days scoffers, walking
in their own lusts. And saying, Where is the
promise of His coming….”

At the Passover Yeshua told His disciples
that they all would be offended because
of Him. Scripture had prophesied “I will
smite the shepherd and the sheep shall be
scattered abroad.” Peter claimed that he
would never be offended by the Lord.
Not me, Lord. Yeshua responded that
Peter would deny Him three times before
the cock crowed that very night.

The Bible tells us that someday soon
the entire world will turn against Israel.
Armies will encircle Jerusalem. Messiah
will return there to fight for His people.
Where will we be standing in that last
day? Will He find us faithfully facing
Jerusalem and praying for its peace? Will
we be trusting in His return there as He
promised and angels foretold? Will we
watch and pray or will we doze? “Pray for
the peace of Jerusalem, they shall prosper
who love thee” (Psalm 122:6).

In the Bible we have a picture of Messiah’s
departure and Messiah’s return. There are
parallels and principles that echo each
other in both accounts that merit further
attention.
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Yeshua knows us inside and out. He
knows our weaknesses and our strengths
and He loves us. He warned again, “Watch
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation:
the spirit is indeed willing, but the flesh is
weak.” We are commissioned with the
same task. We face the same weaknesses
of the flesh.
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Yeshua took Peter with Him to
Gethsemane along with James and John,
to watch and pray with Him. Peter dozed.
“What, could you not watch with Me one
hour?” Yeshua asked. It doesn’t seem

Matt. 25:13: “Watch therefore, for ye know
neither the day nor the hour wherein the
Son of man cometh.”
Luke 12:37: “Blessed are those servants,
whom the Lord when He cometh shall find
watching: verily I say unto you that He shall
gird himself, and make them to sit down to
meat, and will come forth to serve them.”
Kevin Gay, Elder

Love HIM, Serve HIM

I believe that there is much more to be learned in this scriptural moment than just watching
the response of three men that were tired and sleepy. Our L-RD and Master was trying to
teach us that when we believe in something with all our heart we should be willing to
invest ourselves in bringing about HIS will. Love HIM, serve HIM.
								

Jim Prather

Simon, you sleep?
This word is interesting on many accounts. Yeshua
addressed Peter by name, even though James and
John were also present. The words chosen by Yeshua
deal with watching, the designated time of this hour,
prayer against temptation, and the spiritual condition
juxtaposing willingness against weakness.
It was in the Garden of Gethsemane. At this hour in His
life on earth, Yeshua, the Messiah, Jesus Christ, began
to be sorrowful and heavy (Matt.26: 35-46). He asked
His friends to tarry and watch while He prayed. As He
prayed, the event that would change the life of the
disciples and in fact, the entire world, was occurring.
The disciples were too tired and sleepy on this night of
nights to keep the vigil, and they slept.
This is not to condemn the disciples; it is a plea from the
Messiah to His body of believers to pull back the curtain
and see ourselves, this chosen generation, “for such a
time as this”, playing our part on the stage of today’s
changing world—this hour—at our own Gethsemane.
Do we see ourselves watching and fervently praying as
Yeshua’s body of martyrs is being tortured and sacrificed
at a (very low) UN estimate of a hundred thousand per
year? Are we on the stage sleeping, or awake tarrying
with Him, watching and praying? This I think is Yeshua’s
meaning to tarry, watch and pray for an hour —
this hour.

He called Peter ‘Kefa’, the rock, because Kefa was brave,
strong, a leader of men; yet impulsive and brash. The
grief and sadness of his denial of his LORD would be
a part of Kefa’s purification process as he began to
understand the limits of his own human strength, and
his need for the fortifying power of communication with
the Father. With the impetus of that failure, He went
on to be a rock among men; one who could face and

Imagine a message of forgiveness to those who desire
to know GOD, but feel the weight of sin too heavy and
ugly to come before the throne. Women and men, do
we do the same on today’s stage as we become both
supporters and accompanists to infanticide, destroying
the spark of life which is only the province of GOD the
creator; usurping the blessing of future generations of
those who would become teachers, musicians, leaders,
astronauts, healers of cancer, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s.
Yet, the one whose name we attribute to this travesty
spent the rest of her life trying to undo the genocide that
followed after the Supreme Judges of the land decided
that a choice conferring or negating life began after
life started.
In the wake of that decision to lightly end life, millions
of bitter tears like those of Peter continue to secretly be
shed by girls, women, and even some men who may
never come forward to release their grief and accept
ministry and forgiveness. And yet, their grief could be
the impetus to become the generation to say: “Enough!
We will stop killing ourselves and our futures. We will
turn again to Yeshua and call the outcasts home. We
are here, to watch and pray against the pervasive
temptation of sin.” 2 Cor. 1:3,4 For the Father of all
mercies and the GOD of all comfort; (4) who comforts
us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOD.”
Yeshua’s death conferred forgiveness for all sin. Says
Yeshua: “If you do not forgive, neither will your Father
which is in heaven forgive your trespasses” (Mark 12:26).
In truth, if we do not see ourselves awake at this hour,
let’s pray that the Body of Messiah develop the spiritual
focus to “tarry” with the Messiah in prayer; to consume
the bread of life, the Word. When we add an “s” to Word,
it becomes the “Sword of Spirit”…and the spirit is willing
…” and has the power to remain awake and watch.
It is a good thought that the one who sits at the right
hand of the Father is vigilant to hear our prayers, and
will see you and me and all the world’s sinners who have
“come home” awake, watching, tarrying and praying in
our own Garden of Gethsemane.

		

Sue Thurston

HaSHOFAR / SPRING 5779 / MARCH 2019

“Pray, lest you enter into temptation.” Peter told his
beloved Messiah, as did all the disciples, that he would
never deny Him. And the great heart of Peter the rock
was broken as he looked into the eyes of the tortured
Yeshua after his third denial. “And he went out, and
wept bitterly” (Matt. 26: 75). Why did Yeshua allow that
to happen to Peter? Would praying for one hour have
given him the strength to withstand the pressure of
denial? Can we help it if we are weak? Yeshua prayed to
withstand and accept the shame and suffering, torment
and terror of crucifixion so he could be lifted up and call
the world of humanity to Himself, and spare the world
from condemnation and damnation; and He arose from
death a conqueror.

So it was also with Paul the Apostle who early in his
life performed state sponsored murder of Believers.
Paul spoke of himself as the ‘chief of sinners’ (1 Tim.
1:15). Because of his persecution of believers, he was
able to endure great persecution himself, and finally
martyrdom to minister to those who like himself had
committed acts which were unimaginable, but, were
unfortunately inherent in an evil world.
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withstand the perils of persecution while becoming one
of the twelve pillars of the Messianic Communities of
our times (this hour). Peter’s bitter tears and sufferings
helped him to develop into more than a conquerer.
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ROSH PINAH OKC ISRAEL TRIP – FEB 2020
Hosted by Rabbi Michael and Miriam Weygant – with EO Travel.

“In the Footsteps of Abraham & Yeshua”
Cost: $3,998.*

Round-trip from Oklahoma City, includes your International Airfare

For more information please contact Rabbi Weygant: midwey55@gmail.com | call 405-842-1967

Save your Shekels – Come join us for a trip of a Lifetime!
Lions Gate

TENTATIVE ITINERARY:

– subject to needful change –

DAY 1 – Sun Feb 16: Depart from Oklahoma City

Qumran

DAY 2 – Mon Feb 17: Arrival at Ben Gurion airport Transfer to hotel in Ashkelon, Israel
Day 3 – Tue Feb 18: Travel South to Beer Sheva, Ben Gurion’s house
at Sde Boker, Mitzpeh Ramon
Day 4 – Wed Feb 19: Masada, Ein-Gedi, Qumran, to Jerusalem
(Israel Museum if time permits)

Golden Gate

Day 5 – Thu Feb 20: Alon Moreh, Tel Shiloh and Beth El
Day 6 – Fri Feb 21:

Morning visit to Hebron, Gush Etzion visitor
center, view of the city of Jerusalem from the
Haas Sherover Promenade. Time for prayer
at the Western Wall before Shabbat.
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Day 7 – Sat Feb 22: Free time to enjoy Shabbat or
visit a Messianic Congregation in Jerusalem
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Day 8 – Sun Feb 23: Temple Mt., City of David, Jewish Quarter,
Temple Institute, Burnt House,
Western Wall Tunnels
Caesarea

Temple Menorah

Replica displaced in the Jewish Quarter

Day 9 – Mon Feb 24: Travel to Galilee, Qaser El Yehud, Capernaum,
Mt. of Beatitudes, Tabgha, Boat ride,
Ancient Boat, Magdala
Day 10 – Tue Feb 25: Tel Dan, Caesarea Philippi, Golan Heights
Day 11 – Wed Feb 26: Megiddo, Caesarea, Tsippori, Jaffa
Day 12 – Thu Feb 27: Return to the United States

____________________________
*Above pricing reflects a 4% cash discount

What does Jerusalem mean to you?
Jerusalem is GOD’s Holy City.
			

Bette Hutchens

Jerusalem is the Holy place where our Saviour and
Redeemer of the world shall return — The great
and mighty Triumphant King of kings, Lord of lords,
Prince of Peace; a place of love, promise and eternal
life; home of the patriarchs and of the Jewish people;
home to all who are grafted into the Kingdom
of GOD.
Linda Mensah
What do I think of when I hear the name Jerusalem?
I want to be there! It has always been a dream of
mine/ours to go to Israel, to walk the streets there,
to be where so much history has occurred and will
yet occur — to be where Messiah was and will come
back to — to celebrate a Shabbat in the Land —
to sing praise to Him there, to pray, to listen to the
sounds of Jerusalem, to experience His Presence
in His Holy City. His promise is there: “As the
mountains are around Jerusalem, so Adonai is
all around His people, both now and forever”
(Ps. 125:2 TLV).
		
Pam Force

I will always remember as a child I watched the
hens gather their chicks. When she called, her little
brood rushed to her chirping, their tiny yellow wings
fluttering for balance as they disappeared into her
feathery body mass. Her wings then enfolded them,
hiding them from threats or predatory eyes.
Yeshua knew how to speak to the heart of the
agrarian community struggling under the rule of

I still remember that day back in 1979 when my
Mother called to tell me my Father had died of
a massive heart attack. I was going through
a personal struggle and this event stopped
me in my tracks like a blow from a mighty
sledgehammer. What stays with me to this day
is what Mom said to me.
She was in the kitchen and Dad was in the living
room reading the “Good Message” from
John 14 (KJV), “Let not your heart be troubled:
ye believe in GOD, believe also in me. 2. In my
Father’s house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. 3. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again,
and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.”
Apparently Dad was very excited at the prospect
— and then Messiah Yeshua, Jesus came and
took my Father back to the place He had prepared
for him.
Revelation 21: (KJV) “‘[a]nd I saw a new
Heaven and a new earth: For the first Heaven
and the first earth were passed away; and
there was no more sea. 2. And I, John, saw
the Holy City, new Jerusalem, coming down
from GOD out of Heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her Husband.
				
Lenda Brown
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“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kills the
prophets, and stones them which are sent unto
thee, how often would I have gathered thy
children together, even as a hen gathers her
chicks under her wings, and ye would not”
(Matt. 33:37).

Romans and Pharisees. He knew they would
understand the comfort and safety of being
hidden in the shadow of the Messiah’s wing. “He
shall cover thee with his feathers, and under
his wings shalt thou trust: His truth shall be
thy shield and buckler” (Ps. 91:4). That is why
we find John resting his head on the bosom of
Messiah at the Last Supper. That is what we
search for in prayer when we hurt or need rest.
We are and we have the children He longs to
gather to Himself.
		
Sue Thurston

by Our Mishpocha

In this HaShofar edition are thoughts from some of
the women of Rosh Pinah OKC responding to the
topic: What does Jerusalem mean to you?
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PESACH

jxp
BEHOLD
THE LAMB

ROSH PINAH OKC
PASSOVER SEDER

April 21, 2019 | Sunday, 5:00 pm
UCO Nigh University Center | Edmond, OK 73034
Google Maps - use “Nigh University Center” NOT the street address

— PLEASES ARRIVE BY 4:45PM —

ADULTS: $36. (11 yrs & up)
COLLEGE STUDENTS: $24. (with ID)
CHILDREN: $18. (2-10 yrs)
INFANTS: no charge (0-1 )

Submit payment with Form

Due NOW

TABLES OF 8-10

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

PRINT - NAME

ADDRESS – CITY / STATE / ZIP

MUST BE PRE-PAID / NO REFUNDS

TO GUARANTEE SEATING REQUESTS - SEND IN GROUP FORM (ALL Names and ALL Payment together)
PLEASE SEAT WITH OR NEAR
_________________________________________________
NO REFUNDS – PLEASE CALL IF YOU HAVE TO CANCEL: LESLIE @ 405-229-7739 cell

________

_____ Adult (11 yrs & up) _____ Student (with ID) _____ Children (2-10 yrs) _____ 0-1 Infants

CONFIRMATION
NUMBER:
____________

Mortgage Free

Becoming . . .

DEADLIN

EXTENDEED
PAY ASAP

would be gr
eatly
appreciate
d.
Contact Le
sl
with questio ie
ns.

Help Sponsor
others to attend.
Designate a specific
person or it will be
offered to one of those
who requested help.

t
t
t en
ul tud hild fan
d
A S C In TOTAL

TOTAL
AMOUNT: __________

CHECKS PAYABLE TO – ROSH PINAH
MAIL TO: 2600 NW 55 PL | Oklahoma City, OK 73112

FOR CONFIRMATION:
E-mail address: ____________________________________________________________

TABLE TOTAL:

PHONE

Payment Due
with Form

a Reality!

DATE _______________________________
CHECK # ____________________________
____________________________________
TOTAL PAYMENT:

Our Current MORTGAGE BALANCE
as of 3/25/19:
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$ 136,508.73
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ROSH PINAH is funded entirely by
people like you! Thank you
for being generous. Your financial
gifts are tax deductible.

ROSH PINAH TITHES & FREEWILL OFFERINGS

AN OFFERING ‘BOX’ is located
IN THE WALL PANEL on your left as
you enter the Sanctuary. There is
also one in the foyer hallway. You
may also give anytime on-line:
			
www.roshpinah.org

Upcoming Events:

Weekly:

– SUBJECT TO NEEDFUL CHANGE –

		______________________________________________________________________________________		
		
SUN, APRIL 21 PASSOVER SEDER DINNER @ UCO | 5:00 PM
		REGISTRATION DEADLINE – NOW
		______________________________________________________________________________________
		 ______________________________________________________________________________________
SAT, MAY 11 ISRAEL NIGHT IN THE GYM | 6:30 - 8:30 PM
		
		 ______________________________________________________________________________________
SUN, JUNE 2 SHAVUOT PICNIC @ LAKE ARCADIA | 10 AM – 3 PM
		
		 ______________________________________________________________________________________
SAT, JUNE 8 SHAVUOT CELEBRATION | 7:00 PM
		
JUNE 17-21 CAMO VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – AGES 5-12
		______________________________________________________________________________________
JUNE 30 – JULY 6 YEARLY MJAA MESSIAH CONFERENCE
See the Sign up sheet if you want to: Share a VAN / CAR / FLY | GRANTHAM , PENNSYLVANIA
		______________________________________________________________________________________

ROSH PINAH OKC ISRAEL TRIP – FEB 2020
Save your Shekels – Come join us for a trip of a Lifetime!

“In the Footsteps of Abraham & Yeshua”
Hosted by Rabbi Michael and Miriam Weygant – with EO Travel.

		______________________________________________________________________________________

BIBLICAL GREEK

HEBREW

LEVEL 2

PRIMER CLASS

April 13 – June 22

Cost: $40 Class + $20 Book

Prerequisite: Greek Alphabet

Cost: $12 | 6 Weeks

1:45 – 3:00 pm
Teacher:

JOSEPH MORELAND
In the West Wing PRAYER Room
________

History
LESSON

Mail checks to:
ROSH PINAH

2600 NW 55th Place
Oklahoma City, OK / 73112

9:20 – 10:20 am
Teacher:

BILLIE THORNDYKE
Meeting in the West Wing
ZION Classroom
________

Giving On-line

Now Available
Your Giving to Rosh Pinah
is Needed and Appreciated!
We’re happy to offer you on
our website the convenience of
giving with PayPal. A DONATE
button can be found on our
website homepage:

www.roshpinah.org
You can complete your
payment with just a few clicks;
the email you receive from
PayPal after you donate serves
as your charitable tax receipt.

9:00 am – Prayer Room open

10:40 am – Shabbat Service
			 & Shabbat School
1:30 - 3:00 pm – S.E.T. Classes:
			 Adult Shabbaton
			 Children’s Shabbaton
			 Teen Class
			 Hebrew Class
			 Messianic Dance

Tuesday

6:15 pm – Prayer
6:30 - 7:20 pm – Judaica Shop OPEN
7:30 pm – Bible Study

Rosh Pinah

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon thru Thurs: 11 am to 4 pm
Friday: 11 am to 1 pm

Judaica Shop OPEN Weekdays: 1-4 pm
Tues Eve: 6:30 - 7:20 pm
Please call ahead for an appointment
405-842-1967

HaShofar Editor

Sue Thurston
Writers - Rabbi Michael Weygant,
Kevin Gay, Jim Prather, Sue Thurston,
Linda Mensah, Pam Force,
Lenda Brown and Bette Hutchens
Graphics & Photos - Leslie Clymer
Production - Mishpocha Volunteers
________________________
The opinions expressed in the HaShofar
are those of the authors.

Contribution
Envelopes

Help us. . .

Dissolve our
mortgage
A return envelope has been
included in this newsletter.
Your contribution will help
to offset the costs of copying
and mailing the HaShofar.
Please designate on the memo
line how you want your gift used.
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Rosh Pinah has always
been a debt-free
congregation. . .
except for one thing: Our
mortgage. The good news is
our mortgage is now nearly 90%
paid off! We request your help in
making this year a banner year for
vanquishing this mortgage debt.
We can save much money on
interest by paying off the mortgage
quickly. Please consider giving a
generous gift to Rosh Pinah now
either by check or via PayPal on
our website (www.roshpinah.
org) to help reduce or remove the
mortgage debt. We welcome your
generous help. Thank you.

April 13 – June 22

Shabbat
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Linn Ave & 55 Place

2 blocks north of NW HWY on Linn Ave
HISTORIC ROUTE 66

SUN, APRIL 21 – PASSOVER SEDER DINNER @ UCO | 5:00 PM
SAT, MAY 11 – ISRAEL NIGHT IN THE GYM | 6:30 - 8:30 PM
SUN, JUNE 2 – SHAVUOT PICNIC @ LAKE ARCADIA | 10 AM – 3 PM
SAT, JUNE 8 – SHAVUOT CELEBRATION | 7:00 PM
JUNE 17-21 – CAMO VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – AGES 5-12
ROSH PINAH OKC ISRAEL TRIP – FEB 2020

Upcoming
Events:
R OSH PINAH

ROSH PINAH Congregation • 2600 NW 55 Place • OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73112

w w w. r o s h p i n a h . o r g

ROSH PINAH is a Messianic Jewish Congregation of both Jewish and nonJewish believers in Yeshua “Jesus” of Nazareth, the Messiah. In the Hebrew,
Rosh Pinah means “Cornerstone” and signifies that Yeshua the Messiah is the
cornerstone of our faith.
Our study and teaching is centered upon the Jewish scriptures, consisting
of the Tenakh (Torah, Prophets, and Writings) and the Brit Chadashah (New
Covenant). We study the scriptures from a Jewish perspective, recognizing
that they were written and preserved by faithful Jewish men of GOD.
Rosh Pinah worships on the Jewish Shabbat and we observe the Biblical
Feasts and Holy Days of the LORD. Our worship service combines traditional
Jewish Blessings, Messianic Jewish Worship and Praise, and Davidic Dancing.
Above all, we emphasize in our congregational experience a living, vibrant
and personal relationship with the GOD of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, through
the Messiah Yeshua.
Our heart’s desire is to reach both Jew and Gentile with the Good News of the
Messiah Yeshua, and to help the Christian Community to reclaim their rich
Jewish Heritage.

OKLAHOMA CIT Y, OK 73112
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