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Beyond the Impossible
“Is anything too hard for Adonai…”  Genesis 18:14

Yeshua looked at them and said: “Humanly 
this is impossible; but with GOD everything is 
possible.” Matthew 19:26

Great lessons are learned from studying the 

word of GOD.  The narratives we read in Scripture 

inform us of history and the hand of GOD at 

work in a world inhabited by kings and peasants, 

priests and laymen, the powerful and powerless, 

young and old and all people in between.  The 

same types of people inhabit our world today. 

The Purim story set forth in the Book of Esther 

shows how great is GOD’s ability to intervene in 

behalf of His people, to turn potential tragedy 

into triumph, reshape prevailing world order 

and even steer the course of unfolding history 

in the direction of His pleasing.  Passover, too, is 

the story of a GOD who arises in response to the 

cries and plight of His people. He still does the 

same. As with the story of Esther, the Passover 

exodus shows how the actions and power of the 

Almighty One were made known to all levels 

of Egyptian society as well as the Israelites and 

those who cast their lot with them.  A lesson to 

glean from the stories of Purim and Pesach is 

that GOD is able to interfere with the plans of 

kings, bring about His purposes despite nefarious 

plots of men and reveal His saving power to 

those who are most desperate in need. Do Purim 

and Passover serve merely as inspiring yarns of 

yesteryear or as potential templates showing 

the incredible possibilities of His engagement in 

behalf of His people?  The Scripture makes clear 

GOD changeth not and Yeshua is the same 

yesterday, today and forever. And, for sure, 

the struggles you and I face now in our lives are 

not new to human experience.  Others before 

us have passed through similar troubled waters 

of despair, hopelessness, depression, sorrow, 

affliction, or grief.  What shall we do in the face 

of such trials in our personal lives?  Like Abraham 

and Sarah, Esther, Moses and the Apostles of 

old, we do best when we remain anchored to 

our Savior, trusting in Him despite temporary 

challenges. He acts from beyond the realm 

some call ‘the impossible’. He acts to bring about 

His will and purpose in ways only He can. Our 

Savior is unwavering in wisdom even as He is 

unmatched in His power, grace, and love. Nothing 

shall separate us from His love; nothing is too 

difficult for Him. At this 

season of deliverance, let 

us remember the events of 

Purim and Passover. 

Let us face our challenges 

in daily life and declare in 

faith and confidence the 

words of Yeshua: 

With GOD everything 

is possible.
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I’ve always been a sucker for a good mystery.  
I love following the clues to their conclusion and 
seeing if I can figure out the answer before the 
detective in the story.  Maybe that’s why the Book 
of Esther and by extension Purim holds a special 
place in my heart.  

The story of Purim is full of clues showing a 
mastermind manipulating events behind the 
scene…the one who is setting up events.

Purim takes place in Sushan Province in Persia, 
the landing place for the Jews who GOD exiled 
from Judah in a diaspora. While Haman, the 
prince above all the king’s princes, is enacting 
an evil plan to conquer and demolish all the 
captive Jews in the province, the queen of King 
Ahashuerus, Esther the Jewess, finds herself in 
a position to foil Prince Haman’s evil plot and 
elevate her adopted father Mordechai into 
the King’s favor all before Haman can have 
Mordechai executed.  

The mastermind behind this story is no other 
than the One True GOD. There are many Biblical 
accounts of GOD working through grand 
dramatic events: fire from the sky, rivers turning 
to blood…but Purim is just the opposite.  GOD 
subtly removed a previous queen (Vashti), 
promoted Esther, allowed Mordechai to overhear 
a plan to assassinate the king thereby meriting 
his favor, and protected the captive Jews as they 
defended themselves.  

The subtle manipulation of events by GOD in 
the Book of Esther is a reminder that while there 
may not be grand attention-grabbing events 
happening, that doesn’t mean GOD isn’t at work 
in your life, but that we need to look back and see 
the clues that point to how He has been at work 
the whole time.                                                  Josh Lunsford

Discovering Clues 
      to the Mystery of GOD

Follow HIM
GOD raises the unlikeliest of people to do the most amazing things.  All we can do is accept our role and work 
toward His end, or wait for the calamity to take us as well. But if we follow Him, His great reward is all the better. 

How do we know we weren’t born for such a time as this?               T J Harris
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“Get rid of the old hametz, so that you can be a 
new batch of dough, because in reality you are 
unleavened. For our Pesach lamb, the Messiah, has 
been sacrificed” 1 Corinthians 5:7 (CJB).

Pesach recalls for us how Adonai led Israel out of Egypt 
through Moshe. We first see it instituted in Shemot 
(Exodus) 12 as a perpetual regulation for all generations. 
In verses 22-23 of Shemot 12, the Lord tells the people 
to put blood on their doorposts and when He sees 
the blood he will pass over them. Israel had been in 
bondage to Egypt 430 years (v. 40) and so the Pesach 
lamb reminds us of the Lord’s deliverance of them from 
the Egyptians. It is interesting to note that Yeshua gets 
connected to not just the Pesach lamb commemorating 
this event but a sacrificed lamb. Where did Rav Sha’ul 
(Paul) and other authors of the New Covenant get such 
an idea of a sacrificed lamb? The Torah does not speak 
of the Pesach lamb as a sacrificial lamb. Instead, it 
has its basis in the suffering servant passage of Isaiah 
53. There Yeshua is described as “a lamb led to be 
slaughtered, like a sheep silent before its shearers, he 
did not open his mouth (v. 7).” In verse five we see the 
sacrifice this lamb makes, “But he was pierced for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 
him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are healed.1” Yochanan (John) 
also describes Yeshua similarly, saying: “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 
1:29) 2.” Thus, Yeshua as our Pesach lamb highlights for 
us deliverance from sin and consequently freedom and 
new life apart from sin through His blood. 

The parallels between the Pesach lamb and Yeshua 
are many. The Pesach lamb should be without defect 
(Exodus 12:5) and Yeshua is a spotless lamb without 
defect (1 Peter 1:19). By applying the blood to the 

Yeshua, Our 
Passover Lamb

________________________
1 Quoted from English Standard Version (ESV). 
     All others are from The Complete Jewish Bible (CJB) unless otherwise noted.
2 Quoted from English Standard Version (ESV).

by J
oseph M

oreland

Movie Scenes 
for the upcoming
Purim Play - 

HE IS KING
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          Continued from page 3

doorposts, Israel was delivered and saved (Exodus 
12:13) and through Yeshua’s blood we are delivered 
and saved from sin (Romans 3:25). The bones of the 
Pesach lamb were not to be broken (Exodus 12:46) 
and Yeshua’s bones were not broken (John 19:33-36). 
Without the blood of the Pesach lamb the people would 
die (Exodus 12:12-13) and without the blood of Yeshua 
we are dead in sins (Ephesians 2:1). By applying the 
blood Israel did not come under judgment of 
the plague (Exodus 12:12-13) and Yeshua’s 
blood made propitiation for sin so we do 
not come under judgment for sin (1 John 
2:2). The Pesach lamb was to be a firstborn 
lamb (Exodus 13:2), and Yeshua is the only 
begotten of GOD (John 3: 16), firstborn 
from the dead (Revelation 1:5), and the 
firstborn of all creation (Colossians 1:15). 
By the blood of the Pesach lamb Israel was 
saved from the slavery of the Egyptians and 
through Yeshua’s blood we are saved from 
the slavery of sin (Romans 6:6). It took Israel 
faith, belief that the Lord would do what He 
said, to apply the blood to the doorposts 
in order to be saved from the plague of the 
firstborn. Similarly, we can only escape the 
plague of sin if we have faith in Yeshua to 
have His blood cleanse us from sin (1 John 
1:7-9). The result of what Adonai did at the 
first Pesach brought Israel redemption, freedom, and 
a new life from Egyptian bondage. What Adonai has 
done through Messiah Yeshua brings us redemption 
(Ephesians 1:7), freedom (Galatians 5:1), and new life 
in the spirit (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

It’s one thing to know Pesach’s meaning and Yeshua’s 
parallels to the Pesach lamb, and it’s another thing 
to apply the benefits of it. We must ask ourselves in 
regards to all this, “So what?” By asking this we begin 
to think of the relevance and application this all has to 
our everyday life now. This question guards us from the 
mistake of mere knowing or hearing and never doing. 
The question guards us against being all or mostly 

theory with little to no application. It’s the difference 
between head knowledge and heart knowledge. It’s the 
difference between merely knowing it and it becoming 
a part of us and doing it. So what does all this mean for 
us and how is it relevant now?

The benefits and applications of Yeshua as our Pesach 
lamb are also many and varied. Most importantly, 
it is a matter of life and death because it gets at our 

eternal destiny. We must apply the  
    benefits of Yeshua’s blood by trusting 
     in Him for salvation while turning from
       sin and doing His will. Through 
       trusting in Yeshua by faith we become 
     free from the slavery of sin that brings  
  death. Death is conquered and defeated     
 by Yeshua’s blood (1 Corinthians 15:54-46)!
  We are made alive and become a new 
   creation because of Yeshua our Pesach   
     lamb (1 Peter 3:18; 2 Corinthians 5:12).  
      Because Yeshua was our lamb without   
       defect we can be clean of the hametz  
       (leaven) of sin such as wickedness and 
       evil and celebrate with the matzah   
       (unleavened bread) of sincerity and 
       truth (1 Corinthians 5:7-8). Hametz 
      (leaven) symbolic of sin leavens the 
   whole lump of dough, but because of 
Yeshua we can get rid of the old hametz 

and become a new batch of dough that is acceptable to 
GOD (1 Corinthians 5:7). Because we are freed from sin 
through Yeshua’s blood as our Pesach lamb, we are free 
indeed (John 8:36) and made servants of righteousness 
(Romans 6:18) to serve the living GOD. 

Seeing the great gift that GOD has provided for us 
through Yeshua as our Pesach lamb, let our response be 
one of worship from the heart so that we like the living 
beings and elders in Revelation 5: 12 cry out, ‘’Worthy is 
the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 
blessing!” 3 Amen.
                         Joseph Moreland________________________

3 Quoted from English Standard Version (ESV).

Yeshua, Our Passover Lamb

Worthy is 
the Lamb 

who was slain, 

to receive 

power 

and wealth 

and wisdom 

and might 

and honor 

and glory 

and blessing!
Revelation 5:12

by J
oseph M

oreland
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    First Fruits 
        “We Shall Come Rejoicing - Bringing in the Sheaves!”

        “Bringing in the Sheaves” is an old Gospel song with lyrics written 
         in 1874 by Knowles Shaw.  The lyrics include a line which says:

                     “Waiting for the harvest, and the time of reaping
                   We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.”

Psalms 126:6 was part of the inspiration for the lyrics to the song. “He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”    

The Hebrew word for sheaf is omer — a  measure of barley used in baking the loaf which was to be 
presented before ADONAI and made from the first fruits of the harvested grain.  The festival of the 
sheaf of the first fruits was a prophetic type of the resurrection of  Yeshua.  We rejoice!  Messiah rose 
again and is “the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (I Corinthians 15:20-23). Yeshua gave His 
life as our Passover lamb. He rose from the dead and is alive forevermore.  We rejoice!

***
Exodus 23:19: “The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the LORD 
your GOD.”  “Firstfruits” is a reference to the first portion of the harvest to be given to GOD.  The 
significant aspects of the first fruits are the following: 

1.    The first in time;
2.    A pledge in faith of the greater harvest to follow; and
3.    Dedicated to GOD.  (See Deuteronomy 26:1-11).

“We shall come rejoicing” because we know that GOD loves a cheerful giver. (II Corinthians 9:6, 7).  
As believers we are expected to give of our substance to support the work of the ministry.  By giving 
GOD the firstfruits, we acknowledge that all good things come from GOD.  Let us not forget that 
everything belongs to GOD! (Psalms 50:10, 11). Giving of the firstfruits was an expression of trust in 
GOD’s provision — as He provided the firstfruits, so too He would provide the rest of the crops.  It was 
also an expression of faith that GOD would lead Israel to the promised land.  

Three holidays are associated with first fruits:

1.    Firstfruits are mentioned in connection with the Feast of Weeks (Shavuot) in Numbers 28:26;
2.    Tabernacles (Sukkot) in Exodus 23:16; and 
3.    Passover in Leviticus 23:10. Since Passover (Pesach) was the first of the three holidays, 
 the first of the “firstfruits” were offered in connection with that holiday. The portion of    
 firstfruits at Passover was called the “omer.” It was forbidden to eat from the crop until this 
 portion had been offered. (Leviticus 23:14).

Israel has been described as the “first fruits of GOD’s harvest” (Jeremiah 2:3). Israel represented 
a pledge of a greater harvest. Israel would experience GOD’s redemption and witness of this 
redemption to the nations  —  so that they too might come to know the GOD of Israel. “Of His own 
will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures” 
(James 1:18).  Hence, this is yet another reason that “We Shall Come Rejoicing!”
                                                                               Peter Haddock
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Our Current MORTGAGE BALANCE 
as of 2/6/2020:  
    $42,973.48 

ROSH PINAH is funded entirely by 
people like you!  Thank you 
for being  generous. Your financial 
gifts are tax deductible.

AN OFFERING ‘BOX’  is located  
IN THE WALL PANEL on your left as 
you enter the Sanctuary. There is 
also one in the foyer hallway. You 
may also give anytime on-line: 
   
           www.roshpinah.org

jxp
PESACH

 jxp
BEHOLD

THE LAMB 

Submit payment with Form 
Due MARCH 14th

Adult
Student

Child
Infant

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

PRINT - NAME          ADDRESS – CITY / STATE / ZIP    PHONE                  TABLES OF 10 

TO GUARANTEE SEATING REQUESTS - SEND IN GROUP FORM (ALL Names and ALL Payment together)
PLEASE SEAT WITH OR NEAR

_________________________________________________

     NO REFUNDS   –    PLEASE CALL IF YOU HAVE TO CANCEL:   LESLIE  @ 405-229-7739 cell     

FOR CONFIRMATION:
E-mail address:   ____________________________________________________________

TABLE TOTAL:  ________   

 _____  Adult (11 yrs & up) _____  Student (with ID) _____ Children (2-10 yrs) _____  0-1 Infants

TOTAL 
AMOUNT: __________

MUST BE PRE-PAID / NO REFUNDS

CHECKS PAYABLE TO  –  ROSH PINAH
                           MAIL TO:      2600 NW 55 PL   |   Oklahoma City, OK 73112

CONFIRMATION                    DATE   ________________________
NUMBER:     CHECK #   _____________________
____________  ______________________________  
   TOTAL PAYMENT:

RO
SH PINAH PASSO

VER REG
ISTRATIO

N
 

ROSH PINAH 
PASSOVER SEDER

April 12, 2020  |  Sunday, 5:00 pm
UCO Nigh University Center  |   Edmond, OK 73034

Google Maps  - use “Nigh University Center”  NOT the street address

— PLEASES ARRIVE BY 4:45PM —

  ADULTS: $36. (11 yrs & up)     
  COLLEGE STUDENTS: $24. (with ID)  
  CHILDREN: $18. (3-10 yrs)      
  INFANTS: no charge (0-2 )     

Payment Due with Form MARCH 14thDEADLINEwould be greatly appreciated. 
Contact  Leslie with questions.

Help Sponsor 
others to attend. 

Designate a specific  
person or it will be 

offered to one of those 
who requested help.



Rosh Pinah 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Mon thru Thurs: 11 am to 4 pm 
Friday: 11 am to 1 pm

Shabbat
 9:00 am  – Prayer Room open
 10:40 am  – Shabbat Service 
   & Shabbat School
 1:30 - 3:00 pm  – S.E.T. Classes:
   Adult Shabbaton
   Children’s Shabbaton
   Teen Class
   Hebrew Class
   Messianic Dance

Tuesday 
 6:15 pm  – Prayer
          6:30 - 7:20 pm  – Judaica Shop OPEN
 7:30 pm  – Bible Study

Weekly:

HaShofar Editor 
Sue Thurston

Bette Hutchens, assistant

Writers - Rabbi Michael Weygant,
Peter Haddock, T J Harris,

 Josh Lunsford, and Joseph Moreland

Graphics & Photos - Leslie Clymer
Production - Mishpocha Volunteers

________________________
The opinions expressed in the HaShofar

 are those of the authors. 

 Judaica Shop OPEN Weekdays: 1-4 pm 
Tues Eve:  6:30 - 7:20 pm 

    Please call ahead for an appointment
405-842-1967
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Giving On-line

Now Available

Contribution 
Envelopes

Help us. . .
Dissolve our     
mortgage

A return envelope has been 
included in this newsletter. 
Your contribution will help 
to offset the costs of copying 
and mailing the HaShofar.

Please designate on the memo 
line how you want your gift used.

History           
     LESSON
Rosh Pinah has always 
been a debt-free 
congregation. . . 
except for one thing: Our 
mortgage.  The good news is 
our mortgage is now nearly 90% 
paid off!  We request your help in 
making this year a banner year for 
vanquishing this mortgage debt. 
We can save much money on 
interest by paying off the mortgage 
quickly.  Please consider giving a 
generous gift to Rosh Pinah now 
either by check or via PayPal on 
our website (www.roshpinah.
org) to help reduce or remove the 
mortgage debt. We welcome your 
generous help. Thank you.

Mail checks to:
 ROSH PINAH
 2600 NW 55th Place
 Oklahoma City, OK / 73112

Your Giving to Rosh Pinah 
is Needed and Appreciated! 
We’re happy to offer you on 
our website the convenience of 
giving with PayPal. A DONATE 
button can be found on our 
website homepage:
www.roshpinah.org
You can complete your 
payment with just a few clicks; 
the email you receive from 
PayPal after you donate serves 
as your charitable tax receipt.

 
 

 FEB 16-27  |   ROSH PINAH OKC ISRAEL TRIP  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 FEB 18  |   NAIL CLINIC   |  TUES 10:00  - Noon  |  4:00 - 6:00 pm _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 FEB 22  |   Rabbi Jack Zimmerman   |  Shabbat Morning Guest Speaker
                      Jewish Voice Ministry’s Staff Evangelist _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 MAR  7    |   PURIM CELEBRATION  |  SAT 6:30  - 8:30 pm
                        Sign up to participate in the Play! _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 MAR 14   |   RESERVATIONS DEADLINE  FOR PASSOVER
                   PASSOVER SEDER @ UCO   |  SUN, APRIL 12   |  5:00 pm
                                                  Give Form and money to Leslie in the office. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 MAR 24  |   NAIL CLINIC   |  TUES 10:00  - Noon  |  4:00 - 6:00 pm _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  SUN, APRIL 12      PASSOVER SEDER DINNER @ UCO   |  5:00 PM
           REGISTRATION DEADLINE – MAR 14
  ______________________________________________________________________________________
 SAT, MAY  30 SHAVUOT CELEBRATION    |  7:00 PM       ______________________________________________________________________________________
 SUN, JUNE  7 SHAVUOT PICNIC @ LAKE ARCADIA   |  10 AM – 3 PM ______________________________________________________________________________________
 JUNE 28 – JULY 4  2020 MESSIAH CONFERENCE    |    www.mjaa.org  
             GRANTHAM , PENNSYLVANIA   |   Call the office or check out the website for more info   
  ______________________________________________________________________________________

ALEPH BET HEBREW CLASS
 Starts FEB 29  |  12 weeks

 9:20 – 10:20 am
Teacher: 

BILLIE THORNDYKE Meeting in the West Wing  |  ZION Classroom________ 

Upcoming Events:  – SUBJECT TO NEEDFUL CHANGE –



Linn
PENN

SQUARE 
MALL

    H
INTEGRIS
    BAPTIST
     MEDICAL
       CENTER

MARRIOTT
HOTEL

ROSH 
PINAH

ROSH PINAH Congregation • 2600 NW 55 Place • OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73112

55 Place

IND
EP

EN
DE

NC
E A

VE

NW 57

HISTORIC ROUTE 66

NW HIGHWAY

NW HIGHWAY

PENN AVE

NW 63 STREETVILLAMAY AVE

NW 50 ST   L
AK

E  
HE

FN
ER

  P
AR

KW
AY

ON THE CORNER OF
Linn Ave & 55 Place 

2 blocks north of NW HWY on Linn Ave

MILLER

LIBRARY

w
w

w
.roshpinah.org

ROSH PINAH I  2600 NW 55 PLACE I  OKLAHOMA CIT Y, OK 73112  I  405.842.1967  

ROSH PINAH is a Messianic Jewish Congregation of both Jewish and non-
Jewish believers in Yeshua “Jesus” of Nazareth, the Messiah. In the Hebrew, 
Rosh Pinah means “Cornerstone” and signifies that Yeshua the Messiah is the 
cornerstone of our faith.
Our study and teaching is centered upon the Jewish scriptures, consisting 
of the Tenakh (Torah, Prophets, and Writings) and the Brit Chadashah (New 
Covenant). We study the scriptures from a Jewish perspective, recognizing 
that they were written and preserved by faithful Jewish men of GOD.
Rosh Pinah worships on the Jewish Shabbat and we observe the Biblical 
Feasts and Holy Days of the LORD. Our worship service combines traditional 
Jewish Blessings, Messianic Jewish Worship and Praise, and Davidic Dancing. 
Above all, we emphasize in our congregational experience a living, vibrant 
and personal relationship with the GOD of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, through 
the Messiah Yeshua.
Our heart’s desire is to reach both Jew and Gentile with the Good News of the 
Messiah Yeshua, and to help the Christian Community to reclaim their rich 
Jewish Heritage.

Upcoming
Events:

To be Removed from 
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SAT, FEB 22   –   Rabbi Jack Zimmerman  |  Shabbat Morning Guest Speaker  |  10:40 AM
SAT, MAR  7   –   PURIM CELEBRATION   |  6:30 - 8:30 PM
SUN, APRIL  12  –   PASSOVER SEDER    |  5:00 PM @ UCO
SAT, MAY  30  –   SHAVUOT CELEBRATION    |  7:00 PM
SUN, JUNE  7   –   SHAVUOT PICNIC @ LAKE ARCADIA   |  10 AM – 3 PM
SUN, JUNE 28   –   JULY 4  2020 MESSIAH CONFERENCE  |   LIVE STREAM @ www.mjaa.org  

– Subject to needful change –

PASSOVER 

Registration

Due MAR 14


