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This Purim/Passover HaShofar edition offers 
articles of thought and discussion for (and about) 
the people of GOD: Who/what are we? 
How did we develop this identity as the people 
of the One GOD (Echad)? 

The articles within these pages contain:

Echad and Yachid / by Joseph Moreland
A scholarly article taking a second look at the word 
‘Echad’ (used in the Shema), which we think of as One, 
to contextually offer further meaning, as in 
“the Father, Spirit and Messiah-Son” 

The Joy of One GOD and One Standard / by Karl Grabin
The joys and benefits of being a people who choose 
to serve the One Living GOD (Am Echad), an uplifting 
and forward looking article which praises and gives 
an every day appreciation of Yeshua and His Word  

Faith or Fear? / by Dr. Richard Lineberry 
A reinforcing of the believer’s faith in times of uncertainty…
for a time such as this in other words 

Slip Sliding Away / by Rabbi Michael Weygant
Is America falling away from the Living God? This article briefly explores 
that possibility and our need to be God's servants and Am Echad

Yeladim Corner  / by Jennifer Koch
And for the children, some coloring of 
Purim-related items 

Upcoming Events  /  on the last page

AM ECHADOne PeopleOne People
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Sue Thurston

Bette Hutchens, assistant

Writers - Rabbi Michael Weygant,
Joseph Moreland, Karl Grabin, 

Dr. Richard Lineberry, Jennifer Koch
 and Sue Thurston   

Graphics - Leslie Clymer
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________________________
The opinions expressed in the HaShofar

 are those of the authors. 

םיחהו תמאהו ךרדה יכנא

“He hath chosen us 
in Him before the 

foundation 
of the world."

Ephesians 1:4
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In the Shema, from Deut 6:4 we read,

Shema Yisrael Adonai eloheinu Adonai echad. 
(Hear O Israel, the Lord our GOD, the Lord is one.) 
Some people have taken note of the use of echad 
 Why? Because .( יָחִיד ) instead of yachid ( אֶחָד )
yachid generally means one, as in referring to 
singular solitary or only one while the meaning 
of echad is one, yet is less definite and can refer 
to more than singular solitary. Why does this 
difference matter? Primarily for the teaching that 
GOD is three-in-one (Father, Spirit & Messiah-
Son). If yachid was used, it would preclude a 
plural oneness while echad can allow for it. I am 
saying “can allow for it” because the word alone 
does not necessarily have to mean that, but it 
can. I’m choosing my words carefully to follow 
correct exegesis (drawing out of the text what is 
there) and avoid what Biblical scholar D.A. Carson 
calls the root fallacy.

The root fallacy is perhaps the most common 
word study error. It focuses the meaning of a 
word within the stem or etymology of the word 
or concludes a certain meaning based on the 
mere mention of the word, instead of looking
at the word in context of its use. The classic 
example is how agapē (άγάπη) is claimed to 
mean unconditional love, and phileō (φιλέω) to 
mean brotherly love. That may be true in certain 
texts of the New Covenant but not all.

Carson, in his book Exegetical Fallacies, shares 
the noun form of agapē is used in 2 Tim 4:10 
speaking of how Demas forsook Paul having 
loved (agapēd) the present world. Yochanan 
3:35 says the Father loves the Son with agapē 
love and in Yochanan 5:20 the same thought is 
repeated, only this time using phileō instead of 
agapē. This demonstrates agapē and phileō
can be used interchangeably. If we want to truly 
know what is meant by a word whether they are 
the Greek words agapē or phileō, or the Hebrew
words echad or yachid, context and use is the 
determining factor not the word itself. The word 
itself simply gives us all possible meanings, yet 
context and use determines what is meant.

Echad has a wider semantic range than yachid. 
Referencing the Brown-Driver-Briggs (BDB) 
Hebrew lexicon, I note that yachid only ever 
refers to a singular solitary in every instance. 
However, BDB gives a much wider semantic 

range for echad noting it can mean: 
1) one (Gen 1:9), 2) each, every (Ex 36:30), 
3) a certain (1 Sam 1:1), 4) used as an indefinite 
article (1 Sam 6:7), only (1 K 4:19), once (2 K 6:10), 
or once for all (Ps 89:36), 5) one . . . another, the one 
. . . the other (Ex 17:12), 6) as an ordinal meaning 
first (Gen 1:5), and 7) in various syntactical 
constructions with numbers and as an adjective. 
So, while echad is often used more indefinitely
than yachid, echad can also mean only or once for 
all. Thus, if the text said GOD is yachid, it would 
preclude a God in three persons. Echad can be 
used in either sense and we must determine 
the meaning of echad based on context and 
inference, not on which word is used alone.

The Shema is found within the context of Moses 
speaking to the people of Israel and instructing 
them to be careful to observe and do what 
the Lord commands, recalling along the way 
how GOD led them out of Egypt and promises 
to bring them into the land. Looking at this 
immediate context can still prove to be difficult 
in determining which meaning of echad is
intended.

However, now knowing the context, what more 
can we look at to clue us in to whether it is 
referring to one GOD in three persons or not? In
addition to context, observing how echad is used 
in the Torah and specifically in Deuteronomy 
would be most beneficial. Echad is used in a
collective sense in texts like:  1) Genesis 2:24 
referring to the husband and wife becoming 
one flesh            and   
2) in Genesis 3:22 often used to teach the 
tri-unity of GOD saying that man has become 
like one of us knowing good and evil and 

3) Genesis 11:6 where GOD refers to the people 
at the tower of Babel as       one people. 
This collective use of echad occurs 12 times 
in Genesis out of the 40 times it is used. The 
predominate use of echad in Genesis is as a
number while two times it means first. Within 
Deuteronomy there are 19 occurrences of echad. 
Fourteen of the occurrences are as a number
and 4 are translated as any. These 18 uses of 
echad clearly are not referring to GOD Himself.

While the uses of echad are predominately as a 
number in Deuteronomy and the Torah, we infer 
in the Shema it refers to GOD as three persons. 

Echad and YachidEchad and Yachid
by J

oseph M
oreland
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      The Joy of One GOD 
  and One Standard 

How much joy does GOD’s Word bring us? 
Endless eternal blessings and infinite joy await those 
who cherish His Words! Imagine that the love of your 
life wrote you a letter and lived somewhere else. How 
many times would you re-read that letter? How much 
value would you place on those words?
As a boy, I often heard my parents or the 
congregation leaders talking about the Scriptures. In
Bible classes, we would read, study, and memorize 
portions of the Bible. My favorite books were Genesis, 
Psalms, and Proverbs. Now that I have children of my 
own, periodically I ask them what are their favorite 
books of the Bible. Another fun question I like to ask 
is, “If you were stranded on a deserted island and 
you could only have one book of the Bible, which 
one would you bring and why?” Then I ask the same 
question but for five and then ten books. This game is 
also fun for adults too! Take a minute and think about 
which book (or books) of the Bible you value most 
and why. Which ones would you bring if you were 
exiled to a deserted island? Now, imagine your life 
without those other books in the Bible! It’s hard, isn’t 
it? Each one holds such value as they are a piece of 
the Living Word of GOD.

We can further understand what it would be like to 
lack a single book from the Bible by looking
directly into Scripture. During King Josiah’s reign, 
part of the Torah had been lost and was found when
they were restoring ADONAI’s Temple. Imagine the 
joy the people had when they rediscovered such a
lost gem! Also, think about the sorrow they felt which 
led to repentance when they realized they were
not doing what GOD told them to do. Look at the 
grace GOD showed them. How ADONAI used the
prophetess Huldah to instruct Israel how to deal with 
the problem. Equally important, look how Israel
obeyed and cleaned out the false worship within the 
land (you can read the full story in 1 Kings 13:2, 2
Kings 21:24 – 23:30, and 2 Chronicles 34:1 – 35:27).
This story is very applicable to today as there are 
many different beliefs in different false “gods”
and false “prophets;” people wanting to unite all their 
false “gods” to the true living GOD of Israel. Rav
Sha’ul (Paul) said our battle is not against flesh and 
blood. We are to put on the full Spiritual Armor of
GOD. Look at what is to be used as a sword, the Word 
of GOD (see Ephesians 6:12-18). The very Bible we all 
have grown to cherish!
I’m sure many of you would agree, being born again 
didn’t make much sense until you were born again. 
We now have more desire to get to know GOD by 

studying the Bible. We now have new eyes,
ears, minds, and hearts to receive GOD’s Word like 
newborn babes! Listen to these enriching words from
1 Peter 2:1-2 (CJB) – “Therefore, rid yourselves of all 
malice, of all deceit, hypocrisy and envy, and of all
the ways there are of speaking against people; and 
be like newborn babies, thirsty for the pure milk of
the Word; so that by it, you may grow up into 
deliverance.” Listen to what the Living Word of GOD,
Yeshua, said to the 70 disciples upon returning to 
Him in Luke 10:21 (NKJV) “In that hour [Yeshua] Jesus 
rejoiced in the Spirit and said, "I thank You, Father, of 
heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things 
from the wise and prudent and revealed them to 
babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in
Your sight.”
Experiencing the Bible as a new creation in Messiah 
Yeshua not only brings us great joy but also 
transforms the way we think, speak, and act. We 
begin to be witnesses of the true living GOD of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We begin to see our 
Salvation (Yeshua) throughout the Bible. Some 
people who knew us before we were born again 
noticed the difference and became Believers 
themselves; while others fell out of our lives as if 
we never knew them. We became more involved in 
Kingdom work. Our cares of this world we sojourn 
in began to seem smaller and our GOD and His 
government became bigger. We became connected 
to our Brothers and Sisters in the Kingdom Network, 
the Body of Messiah.
We began to pray for those who are in prison as if 
we were singing in the cell with them. We realized 
everything we have belongs to GOD and we began 
to give back to Him according to His Word. We began 
to tithe, make special offerings, and send money and 
goods to where the needs are great. We also began 
to give our time and talents to Him. We started 
walking out GOD’s commandments more than we 
talked about them.
We started to see GOD and His Word all around 
us: His creations, spiritual battles, spiritual tests, 
opportunities, assignments, divine appointments, 
and the list goes on! We began to see history as His
Story. We saw prophecies that were fulfilled and 
those being fulfilled! To name a few: The Land of 
Israel became a nation again, the Children of Israel 
are returning to the Land, His Chosen still exist to this 
day and are growing again in numbers, the Gospel of 
Yeshua has spread from Judea, Samaria, and is going 
to the ends of the Earth!

________________________
Continued on page 6
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"Ye are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy

nation, a peculiar people; that 
ye should shew forth the

praises of Him who hath called 
you out of darkness into

His marvelous light."
1 Peter 2:9

For most of us, 2020 was a year of challenging 
FIRSTS.  It was different than any other that I can 
remember. Circumstances beyond our control 
have created an atmosphere of fear, worry, and 
frustration.  I have never lived during a pandemic 
before.  Many have lost businesses and lifelong 
investments.  School closings have caused families 
to rearrange their schedules in awkward ways.  
I’ve never been in a “lockdown” before.  Many lives 
have been lost prematurely.  

Since March of 2020, the National Alliance of 
Mental Health has had a 65% increase in calls 
and emails from desperate people.  Our political 
system has become a disappointment for many 
of us.  It’s hard to determine who is telling truths 
and who is not.  It is easy to become fearful and 
depressed worrying about what is going to 
happen next. We are told to listen to 
“experts” but what if the experts all disagree? 
Yet there is a major difference in the way that 
believers and unbelievers can respond to these 
things.  Scripture is full of declarations that GOD 
is in control no matter what it may look like to us.  
Psalms 1 tells us that even though the kings of the 
earth take a stand together against His anointed 
One (Yeshua), He laughs at them because He has 
established His king. 

But speaking from a weak human level, when 
problems and bad things keep going from worse 
to worse, it’s pretty hard to gather up new 
faith.  Even still, I have learned that we don’t see 
everything that GOD is doing at once.  He always 
has secret things going on that will blossom later.  
Remember this! 

There is nothing like circumstances beyond our 
control to press us deeper into GOD. Growing 
in faith is somewhat painful and if it were left 
up to us to grow up by our own initiative, we 
would probably never get past the third grade.  
Personally, I have experienced some things come 
my way that I never did pray for. Someone said 
that “taking up the cross” means letting GOD’s will 
cross ours.   We’re all living in times that are less 
than comfortable and that certainly tries our faith. 
Yet GOD’s Word instructs us. One of my favorites is 
Isaiah 23, “You (GOD) will keep in perfect peace him 
whose mind is steadfast because he trusts in you.”  
This takes discipline to keep your attention on GOD 
and His promises. But as we learn how to do it the 
fears within will melt away. 

FAITH OR 
FEAR?

Richard Lineberry



Rabbi Michael Weygant

SLIP SLIDING AWAY
by R

abbi M
ichael W
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Is America in a time of apostasy? Warning signs 
are increasing. We must press forward as God's 
people, and be Am Echad in Yeshua. 

The Rosh Pinah prayer time on Tuesday, January 
19, 2021 was memorable. There were prayers for 
our nation, our government, and for the people of 
Israel. Someone prayed fervently for all persecuted 
believers. Another prayed for the wellbeing of the 
unborn followed by intercession for the mothers of 
the unborn to be brave and strong and to choose 
not to abort them. As we agreed in prayer, a strong 
sense of the Ruach prevailed. HEBREWS 13:8 came to 
mind: “Yeshua the Messiah is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever.” Considering the serious topics 
covered in our prayers that night, Hebrews 13:8 
was reassuring. The amount of change our world 
is currently experiencing contrasts greatly with 
being anchored in the life Yeshua gives us. In fact, 
the anchor served as a symbol of hope for 1st C. 
messianic believers as they suffered widespread 
persecution for their messianic faith. Hebrews 6:19 
explains: "We have this hope as an anchor for the 
soul, firm and secure." Firm and secure could also 
describe the unchangeable nature of our anchor, 
Yeshua the Messiah, who is the same yesterday, today 
and forever.
Yet, at that powerful Tuesday evening time of prayer 
my attention was also drawn to the next verse, 
Hebrews 13:9: “Do not be carried about with various 
and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart 
be established by grace, …” I was struck by the 
contrasting ideas found in Hebrews 13:8 and 
Hebrews 13:9: To paraphrase those ideas we could 
say, “Yeshua does not and will not change” therefore 
“don’t you change negatively by chasing after various 
strange teachings. Keep your heart anchored in the 
grace of our LORD.” In our fast-changing world, we 
need to remain anchored in Yeshua, firm and secure 
in the abundance of grace He gives to those who 
trust in Him. 
But sadly, we are living in a time of great backsliding, 
turning away and apostasy. Need proof? Research 
all the singers who started in Church and are now 
living a worldly lifestyle. Consider the news media 
personalities, politicians, actors, sports figures, 
professors, so-called experts and other prominent 
people who have turned away from the sound moral 
principles they were taught as youth. In the Shabbat 
message of January 16, 2021 entitled, Yeshua and the 
Desert Trekkers (https://www.roshpinah.org/video) 
I offered the following startling statistics:

•  In the last month, less than 10% of regular 
 church goers had a conversation about the 
 LORD with others outside of their spiritual 

community.

•  52% of all “Christians” surveyed believe 
that non-Christian faiths can lead to 
eternal life.

•  More than half of all young people 
 (ages 18-24) don’t believe the Bible is 

GOD’s inspired word.
•  44% of U.S. adults say that GOD plays no role 

whatsoever in their life.
Are statistics like these further proofs of a falling 
away that is taking place now or just statistical 
anomalies of little concern to us? Friends, all 
indicators are there is a great falling away - 
apostasy - taking place right now, right here in 
America.
Yeshua is the hope to which our lives should be 
anchored yet many are falling away from Him. 
The gist of what could be called the “From -> To 
Principle” is this: When we depart from somewhere, 
we are also going to somewhere. If a person is 
distancing him/herself from the LORD and His 
word with its immutable moral teachings, that 
same person is drawing nearer to some type of 
replacement. In Hebrews 13:9 the commandment is 
clear: “Do not be carried about with various
and strange doctrines.” As Greek scholar, 
Dr. Marvin Vincent, former professor of Sacred 
Literature at Union Theological Seminary in New 
York once pointed out, “The writer of Hebrews used 
the present tense when writing ‘be carried about’ 
to show that was still an ongoing danger at that 
very time.”  We could add, ‘being carried about’ 
or falling away is an ongoing danger at this time. 
Thankfully, the writer of Hebrews pointed to where 
the solution is found, “it is good that the heart 
be established by grace…” Genuine messianic 
faith centers on one message, the Besorah (Good 
News, Gospel), with only one name given among 
mankind whereby we can be saved, Yeshua. As we 
proclaim His grace, live by His grace, and extend
His grace, we will come to know the depths of His 
grace in our lives. Grace and truth were revealed in 
their perfection or fullness by Yeshua the Messiah. 
GOD’s plan and purpose for His people whether 
in the 1st C. or 21st C. has always involved trusting 
Him regardless of circumstances. Thankfully, He 
gives an even greater grace to help us through 
the trials we experience. Rather than falling away 
from the LORD, we run to the outstretched arms of 
Yeshua, the Lover of our souls.

The eternal GOD is your refuge,
And underneath are the everlasting arms
Deuteronomy 33:27a. 5
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Is America in a time of apostasy? 
Warning signs 
are increasing. We must press 
forward as God's people, and be 
Am Echad in Yeshua.
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If we spend enough time in the Truth (GOD’s 
Word), we will have His Words planted in us. We
can actually use the Word, along with the help of 
the Ruach HaKodesh (The Holy Spirit) to deal with 
each moment of life, in that very moment! Let’s do 
a self-check and ask ourselves these questions:

1. Are we waking early each day to receive the 
“manna from heaven” before the business of

 the day “burns” it up?
2. Do the number of years we have called 

ourselves a believer equate with our current 
works of faith we have in GOD, His Word, and 
love for our spiritual brothers and sisters?

3. If someone close to us were to describe who 
we are as an individual, would the first words

 be, “he/she is a Believer in Yeshua,” or 
something else?

4. When the people we spend the majority of our 
day with hear us talk, is it evident that Yeshua 
is our LORD?

There are many more questions we could explore. 
Hopefully, these can be a good start to evaluate 
our relationship status with the ONE who matters 
most, the Living GOD of Israel. We should always 
be ready to give a reason for the hope that is 
in us. Our walk with Messiah Yeshua should be 
evident that we are no longer slaves to sin, but 
bondservants to righteousness. Look at what our 
Master Yeshua says in John 8:31-32 (CJB) – 
“So Yeshua said to the Judeans who had trusted 
him, "If you obey what I say, then you are really 
my talmidim (disciples), you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free."
One of the greatest joys we have is GOD’s Word 
gives us One Standard to live by. Yeshua gave us
the “Golden Rule” to treat others the way we 
want to be treated. HE went on to say the entire 
teachings from the Torah and Prophets could 
be summed up into this alone! With that said, it 
requires us to be willing to suffer for one another, 
for righteousness sake. Let’s conclude with these 
powerful instructions from 1 Peter 3:8-9 (CJB) – 
“Finally, all of you, be one in mind and feeling; love 
as brothers; and be compassionate and humble-
minded, not repaying evil with evil or insult with 
insult, but, on the contrary, with blessing. For it is 
to this that you have been called, so that you may 
receive a blessing.” Just as we need all the books 
of the Bible, we need all the parts of the Body of 
Messiah. Let’s continue to stand united in GOD’s 
Living Word, Yeshua!

Continued from page 3    

The Joy of One GOD 
and One Standard

Karl Grabin

Joseph Moreland

This inference is not due to the word itself, 
but in light of other Scripture such as Genesis 
3:22 which refers to GOD as a plurality and can 
further be confirmed by Elohim                     being 
in the plural form. These are the strongest clues 
pointing to the use of echad in the collective 
sense.

In conclusion, looking at the Shema’s immediate 
context and the use of echad in Torah narrows 
down the possible meanings for echad through 
the sound interpretive principle of allowing 
Scripture to interpret Scripture. Given the Torah’s 
plural form for GOD and considering 
Genesis 3:22, we infer that when echad 
references GOD it is in a collective or plural 
sense, thus allowing for GOD in three persons. 
We can further stand firm on this conclusion 
because Yeshua himself said in Yochanan 10:30, 
“I and the father are one.”

Continued from page 2    

Echad and YachidEchad and Yachid

“Come ye blessed of My 

Father, inherit the kingdom

prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world…”

Matthew 25:34

“But seek first the 

kingdom of GOD and 

His righteousness; and 

all these things will be   

    added to you”  

                       (Matthew 6:33)

 “Be completely humble and gentle; be 
patient, bearing one another in love. 

Make every effort to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of peace.

There is one body and one Spirit — 
just as you were called to one hope 

when you were called—
one LORD,
one faith,

one baptism;
one GOD and Father of all,

who is over all and 
through all and in all.” 

Ephesians 4:4-6



 

Contribution 
Envelopes

ROSH PINAH is funded 
entirely by people like you!  
Thank you for being generous. 
Your financial gifts are
 tax deductible. 
A return envelope has been 
included in this newsletter. 
Your contribution will help to 
offset the costs of copying and 
mailing the HaShofar.

Please designate on the memo 
line how you want your gift used.

Rosh Pinah endeavors to be a debt-free congregation. 
The good news is, now our mortgage is paid off!  We still need to maintain this
beautiful building, but now we can focus on other things the LORD would like us 
to do.  Please consider giving a generous gift to Rosh Pinah either by check or via 
PayPal on our website (www.roshpinah.org) 
to help us continue to move forward — KADEEMA  with the vision the LORD has 
commissioned us with for our community and the world. We welcome your 
generous help. Thank you!

                            PayPal On-line:    www.roshpinah.org
         Mail checks to: ROSH PINAH
   2600 NW 55th Place
   Oklahoma City, OK / 73112

ROSH PINAH  TITHES & FREEWILL OFFERINGS

H
aSH

O
FA

R / P
U

R
IM

-PA
SSO

V
ER

  5781 / FE
B

 2
0

2
1

7

Yelad
im

 C
o

rn
er 

PURIM

BOO
HAMAN

YAY!
ESTHER
MORDECAI



Children can decorate with crayons, 
markers, or glued sequins. Cut on the 
dotted lines and fold the flaps on 
each other and use glue or paper 
clips to   secure. Now that you have a 
captive audience read the book of 

glue
glue

glue
glue

glue
glue

Purim

Mordecai

King Ahasuerus

Haman

Queen Esther
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ROSH PINAH I  2600 NW 55 PLACE I  OKLAHOMA CIT Y, OK 73112  I  405.842.1967  

LIVE-VIA-ZOOM

 PURIM 
DRAMATIC READING   
Directed by: Jonathan & Constance Kern

SATURDAY   |   FEBRUARY 27, 2021   |   3:00 - 5:00 pm
You are invited to join us from your home; 
Zoom password is required to participate

                      Send your email request to: Admin@roshpinah.org   
____________________________________________________________________________________

                 Tentative plans  A Passover Seder  

              Sunday   |   March 28  |   5:00 pm
____________________________________________________________________________________

               Shabbat  A  Recorded Messages
       From Our Rabbi:  MICHAEL WEYGANT | on our website

____________________________________________________________________________________
    

You are invited to join us from your home; 
 Zoom password is required to participate

Send your email request to: Admin@roshpinah.org   
         Shabbaton A  Zoom Meeting    2:15 pm

                        Discussion on the Torah Portion each week 
____________________________________________________________________________________

Tues A  Prayer    6:15 - 7:15 pm
Led by Our Head Shamash:  RICKY DAVIS    

____________________________________________________________________________________

                Tues A  Bible Study    7:30 - 8:40 pm
                   Led by Our Rabbi:  MICHAEL WEYGANT    

____________________________________________________________________________________

        Ladies A  Bible Study   |   Monthly Meeting    
                     Led by Our Rebbetzin:  MIRIAM WEYGANT   

ZOOM Bible Study every Thurs @ 11:30 am  |  LADIES ZOOM Meeting, Feb 14  @ 11:30 pm

You are invited to join us from your home; 
 Zoom password is required to participate

Send your email request to: weygant@gmail.com
____________________________________________________________________________________

                           www.roshpinah.org

Tentative

PASSOVER
SEDER 

Presentation

VIA-ZOOM

Sunday 

MARCH 28
5:00pm

Check our website

 for updates

All scheduled events are subject to change. 
Please visit the Rosh Pinah Website 

for up to date event notifications

Upcoming
Events:


