
NIKOS – Implies More than the Name of a Shoe

Most students of the Bible, Genesis through 
Revelation, have certain passages that are 
meaningful to them.  You could call such 
passages, favorite passages. High on such 
a list might be the New Covenant passage 
found in ROMANS 8:37:

… in all these things we are more than 
conquerors, through Him that loved us

But what is the Shaliach (Apostle) referring 
to in this verse? After all, it is one thing to 
be a conqueror, it is yet another thing to be 
more than a conqueror.  

Just one Greek word is used to convey the 
idea of  ‘more than a conqueror.’  That Greek 
word is the word hupernikao. (You may 
recognize a related root word nike, made 
famous by a shoe company.) As Greek 
scholar W. E. Vine noted in his seminal work, 
Expository Dictionary of New Testament 
Words, the English translation  ‘we are 
more than conquerors’ could easily be ‘we 
are hyper-conquerors’  through Yeshua 
who loved us. In other places in the New 
Covenant in which the same Greek word 
appears, including more than a dozen times 
in Revelation, it is translated as overcoming, 
prevailing or being victorious. In its 1st C. 
usage, Rav Sha’ul (Paul the Apostle) was 
making the statement that what Yeshua did 
for His people includes a complete victory 
over all opposition to Him, whether societal 
or demonic. And, truth be told, there was 
much opposition to Yeshua in every stratum 
of 1st C. Roman and Jewish societies even 
as there is increasing opposition to Him and 
His word in 21st C. American culture. 

In an age in which we desperately need 
spiritual revival amid the increasing anti-
biblical practices prevalent in our society, 
we would do well to remember first that we 
walk by faith, not by sight. (2 Corinthians 5:7) 
As we walk by faith, we remain in a place of 

place of victory not defeat because of the 
prevailing love of Messiah Yeshua for His 
people. As the Geneva Study Bible states in 
2 CORINTHIANS 2:14:

Now thanks be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 
maketh manifest the savour of his 
knowledge by us in every place. 

The Old English word savour is equivalent 
to the modern English word fragrance.  
Thus, the idea of this verse is two-fold: 
GOD’s people are triumphant in life because 
Yeshua has gotten them eternal victory and 
everywhere His victorious people go they 
carry with them the fragrance (savour) of His 
anointing even as the Aaronic priesthood 
once did. We, as Messianic believers, have 
a High Priest far greater than Aaron and his 
descendants.  Our High Priest, Yeshua, lives 
forever and is seated victoriously at the 
right hand of power on high, ready to return 
at the exact right moment of time. Though 
He tarry, by His grace and in accordance 
with His abundant provision, we can live 
victoriously now in this evil age as those He 
has anointed to be His ambassadors. 
When it comes to the trials, challenges 
and vexations of this modern age, like the 
believers in the 1st C., we are more than 
conquerors through 
Him that loved us.  
We can also say as 
Rav Sha’ul declared in 
1 CORINTHIANS 15:57:  

Thanks be to God who 
gives us the victory 
(nikos from nike; 
a conquest, triumph) 
by our Lord Yeshua 
The Messiah.
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By Sue Thurston
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The first account of guilt is recorded in 
Genesis at Chapter 3:9, when GOD walked 
in the Garden and called for Adam. 
Adam answered: “I heard thy voice in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I 
was naked; and I hid myself.” Adam lost 
innocence in his relationship with his 
Father GOD. After being created by GOD, 
he desired to be as GOD, knowing good 
from evil, and in knowing good from evil 
Adam chose to do evil. He disobeyed, 
blamed others, and cast various scenarios 
about what happened.

“The spirit of man is the candle of the 
LORD, searching all the inward parts of 
the belly” (Pr. 20:27)... Conscience keeps 
us aware of the rightness and wrongness 
of our behavior or thoughts. Peace of 
mind results from a good conscience, 
while a guilty conscience spurs our 
necessity to make amends or change 
our behavior or thoughts, perhaps 
improving attentiveness to the multitude 
of things of the everyday, for example, 
until our behavior and conscience are 
responsibly righted. 

Having a guilty conscious is not the 
same as dwelling in guilt. Significant 
upheaval in life, perhaps a string of poor 
choices, consequences of every possible 
equation of circumstances which we 
deem powerless to correct may result in 
shame and self-punishment. Unchecked 
guilt is quick to usurp our peace, 
wrapping tentacles around our heart 

and conscience with shame and regret. 
Allowing guilt to rule precludes grief and 
healing to mature. We might continue 
our torment by reliving scenarios to 
change outcomes, blaming others, hiding 
from others, and thus hiding from GOD 
in a self-constructed prison. Guilt as our 
prison master stands between us and 
our Messiah Yeshua (Jesus) comforting 
embrace, love, forgiveness and freedom. 
Clinging to those entities alien to Yeshua 
is to place other gods before the one we 
really wish to love and adore, because 
He loves and adores us. Yeshua does 
not imprison us; He releases us from 
our prisons.  “If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed” 
(Jn. 8:36).  

“Submit yourselves therefore to GOD. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you.” “Draw nigh to GOD, and he will 
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, 
ye sinners; and purify your hearts, 
ye double minded” (James 4:7,8). It is 
a grave mistake to think our penance 
and humility are righteous. They are 
not pleasing to GOD. We are freed only 
by the power and authority of Messiah 
Yeshua. We can never in ourselves be 
righteous. Romans 10: 3,4: “For they 
being ignorant of GOD’s righteousness, 
and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of 
GOD.  For Messiah (Yeshua) is the end of 
the law for righteousness to every one 

        Conscience, Guilt  & GOD
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that believeth.” And: “There is none 
righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). 
Self-punishing does not please GOD, and 
that thing stealing joy from our hearts is 
not of GOD. 

Other than guilt there is in fact a litany of 
unwelcome dark and deadly cankerworms 
which eat at our hearts, our relationships, 
and steal away our good years in GOD if 
we allow it. The consequence of nurturing 
guilt, and any of these other evil thieves, is 
poured out in tears and remorse, corrosive 
to the core of our being. 

Have faith that Yeshua will comfort you…
because “without faith it is impossible 
to please Him, for he who comes to GOD 
must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him” (Heb. 11:6). You can and should be 
honest with GOD. As with Adam, GOD 
knows all about it anyway.

Make the choice. Grab that key. Open your 
heart and let The Father of Lights surround 
your life; talk to Him. Tell Him exactly how 
you got to this place, exactly how you feel, 
that you want His freedom and peace, and 
give Him the key to your heart and life. Join 
Him with your entire heart. Stay with Him 
in that place (Be still and know that I AM 
GOD. Ps. 46:10) until you know you are free, 

________________________
Conscience, Guilt & GOD.... Continued from page 2

He has freed you, and you are right with 
Him. That choice is for you. Whatever our 
situation is, do not fear to go there. “Let us 
come boldly before the throne of grace, 
that we  may obtain mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). 

Faithful congregations are filled with 
people who have been forgiven, but do 
not walk in freedom, thinking: “I’m afraid! 
People will shame and ridicule me. I have to 
protect myself.”  Our hearts dark knowledge 
is not necessary to blaze abroad, but don’t 
underestimate the power of a message 
from those who have conquered anguish to 
give hope that resonates with many other 
souls desperate for release.  People long to 
be free! They will want to talk to that person 
who has conquered and thrust off dark 
usurpers of the freedom He created us 
to enjoy!

“Therefore, if anyone is in Messiah 
(Yeshua), he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away; behold, all things have 
become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

                   Sue Thurston



(Amidst a time of civil unrest centuries ago…)

The governing authorities that have 
words without knowledge and hearts 
of metal have declared, “We are God! 
We are the only ones to be worship-
ed!”  They are coming….  With an 
unfathomable hatred; they bring 
torches, axes, and swords.  Their shields 
are thick and their armor broad.  They come 
with the intention of committing deplorable 
and violent atrocities.  Their demands would 
even displease a lesser sire, let alone Adonai, 
and they would have us directly defy 
His commandment.

“The Hammer”, (Maccabee in the Hebrew,) 
and his family, had had enough of the sin; 
with a righteous anger, they revolted against 
a twisted government whose debauchery 
and sacrilege of the Temple directly defied 
the very Creator of the universe.  Judah 
(Maccabee) and his family led the armies 
of the living GOD to once again bring the 
Temple under Jewish control.  They lit the 
menorah to proclaim GOD’s greatness as 
He was the one fighting their battles, and 
they wept.

/According to legend, only one day of oil was 
left in the menorah.  The time it would take 
to manufacture the needed oil was eight 
days.  Miraculously, the oil that they had 
lasted until they were able to produce the 
quantity needed to keep a continuous fire 
burning in the Temple.  As they fought and 
the days pressed on, the fire would not 
die.  As if Adonai’s Spirit was the very   
oil they used.  Eight days went by    
and the fire held until the Children of              

          Israel were able to produce the  
 needed  fuel for the menorah.  
        -/end legend-

     GOD had given His people victory 
                and proclaimed His provision in 
          the midst of hopelessness.  How many  
    times do we read in His word of the same 
such miracles?  Moses?  Joshua?  Gideon?  
Samson?.. and the list goes on.  He is the 
same yesterday, today and forever, from the 
entirety of His Word to this very day. 
    
We fight a spiritual battle each day as the 
enemy tries to steal our joy.  Take heart in 
this season Oh mighty men and women of 
Valour!  Even in this ever darkening world, 
you are “More than conquerers through 
Him that loved us.” (Rom 8:37)  The 
weapons of our warfare are not of this 
earth (2 Cor 10:4). We have the shield of 
faith and the sword of the Spirit; which 
is the word of GOD, (Eph 6:16, 17).  Take 
up arms with me as we march forward to 
victory in Yeshua!  

 Be encouraged during this holiday season 
and on into the upcoming year that 
He that keepeth Israel neither slumbers 
nor sleeps (Ps. 121:4).  Be confident that He 
that had begun a good work in you, will 
perform it till the day of Messiah (Ph 1:6).

May the Ruach Hakodesh dwell in you richly 
and the Love of Yeshua be your strength. 

  Eric King

By Eric King
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Reflections on Hanukkah Past
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Recently I was asked, “What was the thing in 
my life that encouraged me?”  To answer this 
question I would like to share a story — a story 
or illustration of what the cross means to me.

Like many people in our congregation, we travel 
many miles over very busy roads, highways, and 
interstates.  During these trips, I often notice 
both cars and trucks that stray from one lane 
into the adjacent lane or onto the buzz strips on 
the side of the road.  I, almost without fail, put 
my hand on the horn just in case they venture 
over while I’m next to them.  I have yet to sound 
the horn as they have always pulled back into 
their lane allowing me to pass safely.  I have 
practiced this technique many times over the 
years.  Recently, on my trip home after dark, 
I had a semi tractor trailer drift into my lane.  
The first thing I noticed was that the semi wasn’t 
correcting, not returning to its proper lane.  
The following sequence of events seemed to 
happen almost simultaneously: the sound of the 
buzz strips and the appearance of a guardrail, 
then the bridge; and the semi kept coming over.  
It was at this moment I actually heard myself 
cry out, “Please LORD help me.”  I remember 
the sound of the buzz strip returning and then 
silence.  I was running in the grass next to the 
interstate.  It was only now that I was able to 
refocus on the semi tractor trailer and notice 
that it had returned into its proper lane.  
The rest of my drive was uneasy, but uneventful.

The very next day, I was traveling the six miles to 
my brother’s house using an unmarked country 
blacktop road.  Unlike the interstate highway 
I was on the night before, this road had little to 

By Ricky Davis, Head Sham
ish

The Power of GOD ~  The Cross  
no traffic.  I topped a hill only to meet a car 
coming head on and in my lane.  This time 
I abruptly left the blacktop into the ditch 
that threw me and everything in my vehicle 
into complete chaos.  After managing to 
pull back onto the blacktop, I stopped and 
put my hand on the horn and sounded it for 
several seconds remembering all the times I 
had practiced putting my hand on the horn 
to state I’m here.

Okay, what’s the point?  In the world today, 
do we make plans to live life according 
to our wants and desires, knowingly 
or unknowingly dismissing the gospel 
message?  Are we planning or practicing to 
cry out at the last second?  The experience 
on the interstate allowed me to see that no 
matter how much we plan or practice an 
escape plan, the reality of the moment can 
alter the course of that plan.  The country 
blacktop showed me that sounding off after 
the situation is over could lead to being 
unheard, left behind.

1 Corinthians 18:2: 
“For the message of the cross 
is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power 
of God.”
       Ricky Davis



ROSH PINAH  TITHES & FREEWILL OFFERINGS

 Mortgage Free  Becoming a Reality!

6

Ha
SH

OF
AR

 / 
W

IN
TE

R  
57

80
 / 

D
EC

 2
01

9

Our Current MORTGAGE BALANCE as of  12/6/19:  
   $61,557.61 
ROSH PINAH is funded entirely by people like you!  
Thank you for being  generous. Your financial gifts 
are tax deductible.

AN OFFERING ‘BOX’  is located  
IN THE WALL PANEL on your left as you enter the 
Sanctuary. There is also one in the foyer hallway. 
You may also give anytime on-line: 
 
                      www.roshpinah.org

jxp
PESACH

 jxp
BEHOLD

THE LAMB 

Submit payment with Form 
Due MARCH 14

Adult
Student

Child
Infant

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

PRINT - NAME   ADDRESS – CITY / STATE / ZIP                             PHONE                     TOTAL

TO GUARANTEE SEATING REQUESTS - SEND IN GROUP FORM (ALL Names and ALL Payment together)
PLEASE SEAT WITH OR NEAR

_________________________________________________

NO REFUNDS   –    PLEASE CALL IF YOU HAVE TO CANCEL:   LESLIE  @ 405-229-7739 cell     

FOR CONFIRMATION:
E-mail address:   ____________________________________________________________

TABLE TOTAL:  ________   

 _____  Adult (11 yrs & up) _____  Student (with ID) _____ Children (3-10 yrs) _____  0-2 Infants

TOTAL 
AMOUNT: __________

MUST BE PRE-PAID / NO REFUNDS

CHECKS PAYABLE TO  –  ROSH PINAH 
                           MAIL TO:      2600 NW 55 PL   |   Oklahoma City, OK 73112

RO
SH

 PIN
AH

 O
KC PASSO

VER REGISTRATIO
N 

ROSH PINAH OKC 
PASSOVER SEDER

April 12, 2019  |  Sunday, 5:00 pm
UCO Nigh University Center    |   Edmond, OK 73034

Google Maps  - use “Nigh University Center”  NOT the street address

— PLEASES ARRIVE BY  4:45PM —
 ADULTS: $36. (11 yrs & up)     
 COLLEGE STUDENTS: $24. (with ID)  
 CHILDREN: $18. (3-10 yrs)      
 INFANTS: no charge (0-2 )     

Payment Due with Form MARCH 14thDEADLINEwould be greatly appreciated. 
Contact  Leslie with questions.

Help Sponsor 
others to attend. 

Designate a specific  
person or it will be 

offered to one of those 
who requested help.

CONFIRMATION DATE ________________________
NUMBER:     CHECK # _____________________
____________  _____________________________     
   TOTAL PAYMENT:



History           
     LESSON
Rosh Pinah has always 
been a debt-free 
congregation. . . 
except for one thing: Our mortgage.  
The good news is our mortgage is 
now nearly 90% paid off!  We request 
your help in making this year a 
banner year for vanquishing this 
mortgage debt. We can save much 
money on interest by paying off the 
mortgage quickly.  Please consider giving 
a generous gift to Rosh Pinah now either 
by check or via PayPal on our website 
(www.roshpinah.org) to help 
reduce or remove the mortgage debt. 
We welcome your generous help.
Thank you.

Mail checks to:
 ROSH PINAH
 2600 NW 55th Place
 Oklahoma City, OK / 73112

Rosh Pinah 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Mon thru Friday: 11 am to 4 pm 

Shabbat
 9:00 am  – Prayer Room open
 10:40 am  – Shabbat Service 
   & Shabbat School
 1:45 - 3:00 pm  – S.E.T. Classes:
   Adult Shabbaton
   Children’s Shabbaton
   Teen Class
   Hebrew Class
   Messianic Dance Class

Tuesday 
 6:15 pm  – Prayer
6:30 - 7:20 pm  – Judaica Shop OPEN
 7:30 pm  – Bible Study

Weekly:

HaShofar Editor 
Sue Thurston

Writers - Rabbi Michael Weygant,
Ricky Davis, Eric King, and

 Sue Thurston 

Graphics & Photos - Leslie Clymer
Production - Mishpocha Volunteers

________________________
The opinions expressed in the HaShofar

 are those of the authors. 

 JUDAICA SHOP   |   OPEN Weekdays: 1-4 pm 
Tues Eve:  6:30 - 7:20 pm 

    or Please call ahead for an appointment
405-842-1967
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Giving On-line

Now Available

Contribution 
Envelopes

Help us. . .
Dissolve our     
mortgage

A return envelope has been 
included in this newsletter. 
Your contribution will help to offset 
the costs of copying and mailing 
the HaShofar.

Please designate on the memo line 
how you want your gift used.

Your Giving to Rosh Pinah is 
Needed and Appreciated! We’re 
happy to offer you on our website 
the convenience of giving with 
PayPal. A DONATE button can be 
found on our website homepage:

www.roshpinah.org
You can complete your payment 
with just a few clicks; the email 
you receive from PayPal after 
you donate serves as your 
charitable tax receipt.

 Upcoming Events:
SAT EVE, DEC 28     |     HANUKKAH CELEBRATION   |  6:30 pm  

ONEG FOLLOWING: Latkes & Sufganiyot (Jelly Donuts)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FEB16 - FEB 27, 2020   |  ROSH PINAH OKC ISRAEL TRIP  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SAT EVE, MAR 14   |  PURIM CELEBRATION   |  6:30 pm 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
SUN, APR 12   |  COMMUNITY PASSOVER SEDER   |  5:00 pm 
                       @ UCO, Nigh University Center          (RESURRECTION SUNDAY)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SAT EVE, APR 25   |  ISRAEL NIGHT   |  6:30pm   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SAT EVE, MAY 30   |  SHAUVOT CELEBRATION   |  6:30 pm 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ROSH PINAH OKC ISRAEL TRIP   –  FEB 2020   
Hosted by Rabbi Michael and Miriam Weygant  

“In the Footsteps of Abraham & Yeshua”
Save your Shekels   –  Come join us for a trip of a Lifetime!   

Deluxe Package from OKC    |   For only  $3,996.*
 —  REGISTER TODAY — 

                   Contact EO  •   800-247-0017   |  www.eo.travel/mytrip
Tour = HL20  |  Date = 021620  |  Code = X  |  ID = 50612 

*Above pricing reflects a 4% cash discount when paid with check by 12/3/19CONFIRMATION DATE ________________________
NUMBER:     CHECK # _____________________
____________  _____________________________     
   TOTAL PAYMENT:
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ROSH PINAH is a Messianic Jewish Congregation of both Jewish and non-
Jewish believers in Yeshua “Jesus” of Nazareth, the Messiah. In the Hebrew, 
Rosh Pinah means “Cornerstone” and signifies that Yeshua the Messiah is the 
cornerstone of our faith.
Our study and teaching is centered upon the Jewish scriptures, consisting 
of the Tenakh (Torah, Prophets, and Writings) and the Brit Chadashah (New 
Covenant). We study the scriptures from a Jewish perspective, recognizing 
that they were written and preserved by faithful Jewish men of GOD.
Rosh Pinah worships on the Jewish Shabbat and we observe the Biblical 
Feasts and Holy Days of the LORD. Our worship service combines traditional 
Jewish Blessings, Messianic Jewish Worship and Praise, and Davidic Dancing. 
Above all, we emphasize in our congregational experience a living, vibrant 
and personal relationship with the GOD of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, through 
the Messiah Yeshua.
Our heart’s desire is to reach both Jew and Gentile with the Good News of the 
Messiah Yeshua, and to help the Christian Community to reclaim their rich 
Jewish Heritage.
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HANUKKAH
CELEBRATION 

DEC 28  |  6:30 pm
SAT EVE, DEC 28          HANUKKAH CELEBRATION   |  6:30 pm  
FEB16 - FEB 27, 2020   —  ROSH PINAH OKC ISRAEL TRIP  
SAT EVE, MAR 14   —  PURIM CELEBRATION   |  6:30 pm 
SUN, APR 12     COMMUNITY PASSOVER SEDER   |  5:00 pm  @ UCO EDMOND, OK
                  SAVE THIS DATE!  RESERVATION DEADLINE MARCH 14
SAT EVE, MAY 30   —  SHAUVOT CELEBRATION @ RPS  |  6:30 pm 


