
by Messianic Rabbi Michael Weygant

          ,uvz Zehut 
          Let Messiah’s People Step Forth!       

For if someone is ashamed of Me and of what 
I say, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him 
when He comes in His glory and that of the 
Father and of the  holy angels.   (Luke 9:26 CJB).

Identity, or zehut in Hebrew, is a common 
word in today’s world.  At its core, identity is 
a matter connected to all human beings.  The 
word identity can be joined to other words in 
the English language.  We speak of mistaken 
identity, identity politics, national identity and 
even generational identity such as being part 
of Generation X, Generation Z or a Millennial.  
In Israel, the term teudat zehut refers to the 
national identity card all Israeli residents possess 
which contains the facts of their personal 
identity.  In conversation, personal identity is 
often expressed with the words I am this or
 I am that.

One thing is for sure, Yeshua the Messiah was 
not identity challenged. As Messiah and King of 
the universe, His unique identity offers us insight 
into His mission and purpose for all mankind. In 
order to become faithful talmidim (disciples) of 
Yeshua, we must identify with Yeshua each day 
of our lives as we endeavor daily to follow the 
leading of His Holy Spirit.

Yeshua made at least seven emblematic 
statements about His identity.  These seven 
statements are called the ‘I AM’ statements.  
Their significance to us and our understanding 
of Yeshua and His uniqueness as the Messiah 
cannot be overstated.  Consider the implications 
to your life of the following seven ‘I Am’ 
statements of  Yeshua:

“I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me 
             shall never hunger” (John 6:35).
“I am the light of the world” (John 8:12).
“I am the door” (John 10:9).

“I am the true vine” (John 15:1).
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
             gives His life for the sheep” (John 10:11).
“I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
             comes to the Father except through Me” 
             (John 14:6).

Author Sarah Walton offers four insights into the 
ways identifying with Yeshua in our daily lives 
impacts us.  Walton opines that when we daily 
identify with Yeshua:
…We no longer chase after the desires of our 
flesh but instead seek to bring God glory in all 
areas of our life.
…We no longer fear the future.
…We have no need to judge or compare 
ourselves to others when we seek to please 
Yeshua alone, in whom our identity is hidden.
…We should not be surprised when suffering 
comes, but we can be confident that it will 
produce things of eternal value.

Author Sarah Walton concludes with this 
thought:  “As He grows us in understanding 
our true identity is in Him, we are then freed to 
enjoy and glorify Him in the unique ways that 
He has created us.”

In our own sense of 
personal identity, let 
us connect fully with 
Yeshua; with who He 
is to us and what He 
did and is doing in our 
lives. Zehut (identity) 
with Yeshua in this life 
liberates us from that 
which is false so we can 
follow Him who is the 
Way, the Truth and 
the Life.  
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A study of the word Hanukkah in the Hebrew 
means to: consecrate; initiate; dedicate; narrow; 
discipline; train up.  When the Tabernacle was 
established in the wilderness, there was a 
dedication service prescribed by the LORD to 
Moses for the Children of Israel.  The LORD also 
gave directions for His feasts – appointed times, 
both the spring and fall feasts.  In the spring was 
the day of preparation for the Passover, and then 
the seven days of Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
with the first and seventh day a holy convocation.  
In the fall was the Feast of Tabernacles, a seven 
day feast, with the first day a holy convocation, 
and the eighth day a holy convocation, the great 
gathering/assembly of Shemini Atzeret.  After the 
temple was built, Solomon made a great feast and 
dedicated the temple to the LORD.  

Both the tabernacle and temple had been 
dedicated to the LORD.  And as from the 
beginning, man failed, rebelled, and turned away 
from walking in GOD’s ways, from His word, and 
followed his own ways and heart.  In the Torah, 
GOD said what it was He would do if man would 
not follow His ways and commands, and He would 
bring destruction and dispersion to His people, 
and this is what happened over the centuries.  
GOD used the surrounding nations to destroy, rule 
over, and chastise.  The first temple was destroyed, 
was rebuilt, and at the time of the Maccabees, 
was in the hands of the Greeks, who had brought 
abominations and desecration into the Temple.  
GOD’s people were not able to celebrate their 
feasts, and at this time, there was an uprising and 
the people were able to take back their Temple, 
and to cleanse and rededicate it to the LORD. 

      A re-dedication would take eight days.

                   John 10:22,23 (KJV) reads:  And it was at 
                 Jerusalem the feast of the dedication/
               Hanukkah [innovative, renewal of religious 
             services after the Antiochian interruption], 
           and it was winter.  And Yeshua walked in the 
         temple in Solomon’s Porch.

As we enter this time of Hanukkah / dedication, 
may we also rededicate our lives to Him.  We have 
found this time to be good to look at scripture and 
use what Galatians 5:22,23 says about the fruits 
of the spirit.  Each night find scripture references 
to the “fruit” for that evening.  As we light the 
Hanukkiah each night, the shamash / servant 
candle becomes the first fruit – love.  GOD is love, 
and we love because He first loved us. Messiah 
is our example of love and servanthood.  Love 
lights the rest, and the first night is joy.  Look 
up scriptures in the word about joy.  The joy of 
the LORD is our strength. Concentrate on what 
brings joy and how can we bring joy to Him and 
to one another.  Peace is night two, and love, 
joy, and peace will be light in your home, for all 
to see. Night three is longsuffering, or patience.  
With love, joy, peace, you can have longsuffering 
and remember that He is patient with us, and 
we can learn patience with others.  Gentleness 
is the fourth night. Definitions of gentleness are 
usefulness, good moral character and excellence.  
Are we showing those traits to others and our 
community?  Are we being gentle with others and 
with ourselves when needed?  Night five focuses 
on goodness. May we focus on His goodness, 
and on doing good to others.  Faith is night six; 
meditate and speak of His salvation, His truths 
and assurances; His faithfulness, and that He has 
made a way for us to partake of His blessings.   
Meekness or humility is night seven.  How are we 
doing in this area?  He is our example; may we be 
of the same mind and heart.  The eighth and last 
night is temperance or self control.  He gives us His 
strength to be overcomers, to have vigor, power, 
and dominion, because He has overcome, and has 
given us the tools to use, to become who and what 
He has purposed us to be.  His body, with Him as 
head, for His glory, His Honor, and to bring light 
in a dark and searching world.  Remember and 
proclaim that He is the Light of the World.  May 
this Hanukkah bring a new and fresh renewal of 
dedication to each one of us in Yeshua’s Name.2

by Pam
 Force
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HANUKKAH  

Joy
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Gentleness
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Self-Control



    

1 slice dry bread
Water, to soak bread
1 1/2 lbs. ground beef
1 onion, diced
4 Tbs cooking oil
3/4 tsp. salt
dash of black pepper
1/2 tsp. marjoram
1 egg
1 cup beef broth or water
1/2 tsp. Hungarian paprika
3 Tbs sour cream

Soak the bread slice in water, then squeeze 
and shred. In a large mixing bowl, work the 
bits of bread into the meat. Saute the onion 
in 1 Tbs. of oil until the pieces are soft. Scrape 
the onion and oil into the bowl. Mix well. Add 
salt, pepper, marjoram and egg and hand 
mix well. Dust your hands with flour and form 
meatballs. Heat the rest of the oil in a skillet 
and lightly brown the meatballs. Cover and 
cook for 20 minutes. To make gravy, remove 
the meatballs and keep warm. Pour off some 
of the fat, leaving only about 1 Tbs. in the 
pan. Add broth and Hungarian paprika and 
stir well. Simmer 2 minutes. Cool. Mix some 
of the sauce in the sour cream before stirring 
the sour cream into the pan. Bring back to a 
simmer, pour over meatballs and serve.

But if we are walking in the light, as He 
is in the light, then we have fellowship 
with each other, and the blood of His Son 
Yeshua purifies us from all sins. 1 John 1:7
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ROSH PINAH RECIPES
    

2 pkgs. dry yeast
 3 1/2 cups flour
1 cup warm water
1/2 cup butter or margarine
1/2 - 3/4 cup sifted sugar
3 eggs
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. vanilla
Vegetable oil, enough for deep frying
granulated sugar, to coat donuts

In a small bowl, put in yeast and mix with 1/4 
cup of the flour. Add one cup of warm water 
and stir. Set aside for about 30 minutes in a 
warm place. In a large bowl, cream the butter 
and gradually add in the sugar. One at a time, 
beat the eggs into the butter mixture. Mix in 
the salt, vanilla, and stir in the yeast mixture. 
Mix in the rest of the flour and knead dough 
for five minutes, until soft and sticky. Do not 
add extra flour. Place a towel over the bowl 
and let the mixture rise until doubled in size, 
about two hours. In a heavy deep pot, heat 
oil. Drop mix by heaping tablespoonfuls into 
the oil. Fry until the donuts are golden and rise 
to the top. Carefully remove from oil with a 
slotted spoon. Drain on paper towels. Repeat 
until all mix is gone. Put granulated sugar into 
a bag, add the donuts and shake to coat.

Wine that gladdens the human heart, 
oil to make faces glow, and food to sustain 
their strength.   Psalms 104:15
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   Did you know that the congregation of Rosh Pinah published its own cook 
book? In the year 2006, the women, men and children of our congregation joined forces to create 
and publish a cookbook. “Feasting with Yeshua, The Bread of Life” offers recipes for each appointed 
feast of GOD, along with an explanation of the reasoning that promotes those particular recipes for 
that occasion. 

“Why do we eat fried foods on Hanukkah, The Feast of Dedication? It reminds us of the one day 
supply of oil that according to Jewish tradition miraculously lasted for eight days when the Temple 
was purified and rededicated in Jerusalem. As we rededicate ourselves to Him, He will give us the oil 
of joy instead of mourning and the garment of praise instead of the spirit of despair. Isaiah 61:3.”   
Feasting With Yeshua, page 59.

Hanukkah is not an appointed feast of GOD; nevertheless, under the ‘Holiday’ section some recipes 
are provided. In this Hanukkah edition we are reprinting recipes for Sufganiyot (Israeli Donuts), and 
Hungarian Meatballs (Fasirozotti).

by Sue Thurston
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Recipes for Hanukkah         (Feast of Dedication)
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by Sue Thurston

It was the darkest of starless nights on one of those 
long car trips. My daughter awakened, and gazing 
into the darkness became captivated when the 
car’s brights illuminated a solitary reflector posted 
far in the distance. “It doesn’t matter how tiny the 
light is,” she murmured. “It shines through the 
deepest of darkness.” 

Such a perceptive comment uttered by a youth 
is mindful of our earliest Biblical teachings about 
light and how that “Light” lives within us and 
around us to the last breath we will breathe…
and also after that last breath to the eternal life 
in the Light.  From a mother’s point of view, an 
interesting consideration about her comment is 
not only how her impression was shared through 
her understanding of the Word; but as a parallel 
thought, how would her observation have 
impacted her expression if she had never received 
Biblical training?

Proverbs 22:6 tells us to: “Train up a child in the 
way he should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.”

How precious it is when a youth returns to a parent 
or teacher with gratitude and thanks for guiding 
him or her to a more mature understanding of 
those earlier difficult lessons.  How precious it is to 
Yeshua for those parents and teachers who commit 
their lives to share the Light of life to our children.  
He tells us at Ephesians 5:8 through 11: 

“For ye were sometimes 
darkness, but now are ye 

light in the Lord: 
walk as children of Light”

Ephesians 5:8 
8 “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are 
ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 
9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and 
righteousness and truth;)
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.
11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather reprove them.”

 
. . .Choose to reflect the Light of our Messiah in our life and words. 

The light of a soul dying into the darkness is 
chilling to behold by those who have and desire 
to share the light given by GOD through his Son. 
Chilling to us, but how is it perceived by the 
Father who created and gave His breath to that 
soul to enjoy life eternal with Him — 
to see the life dimming in the dark places
 — where perhaps opportunity was refused.  

Yeshua the Messiah is our Light. He is the lamp 
unto our feet. He is the ultimate goal and 
consummation of “living in the Light, walking 
in the Light, turning away from darkness”. He 
is the direction and completion of our journey, 
the goal we look toward and the deliverer of the 
reward we seek. We know this because we have 
been instructed by the Word, by Yeshua himself, 
many from our youth, and others of us being 
pulled out of those dark places and placed into 
the Light by the LORD because of desperation, 
and because of the prayers, longings and 
supplications of the saints (us).  

We will live in the Light, with the Light, being 
rewarded for choosing to reflect the Light 
of our Messiah in our life and words.

Revelation 21: 3 very clearly confirms 
GOD’s plan.

3 “And I heard a great voice out of heaven 
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of GOD is with 
men, and He will dwell with them, and they 
shall be His people, and GOD himself shall be 
with them, and be their GOD.  
4 And GOD shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain: for the former things are passed 
away.
5 And He who sat upon the Throne said: 
Behold, I make all things new.”

Yeshua the Messiah is our Light



Hanukkah is widely 
celebrated by the Jewish 
people as a miracle of spirit, 
light, and victory in battle. Yet it is not one of the 
festivals ordained in Leviticus 23. Daniel apparently 
prophesied the events attributed to Hanukkah 
at Daniel 11:3-4, 21, 28, 31 and 36. His prophecy 
describes the great territories Alexander the Great 
conquered during his campaign, his youthful death, 
and the four-way division of his lands into the hands 
of his four generals. The territory of Judea fell to the 
despicable Antiochus IV, who called himself 
GOD (Epiphanes), and for two thousand 
three hundred evenings and mornings, 
as prophesied by Daniel, Antiochus 
persecuted the Jews and 
desecrated GOD’s temple and 
the holy implements in an abomination of 
desolation. In an astounding rebellion spearheaded 
by Judah Maccabee, a group of zealous priestly 
rebels including the predecessors of the Pharisees, 
overthrew Antiochus and his Seleucid army, and 
during the cleansing and re-dedication of the temple 
the Hanukkah miracle occurred. The Maccabees  

                                                                   found the menorah  
                                                             –  the golden lampstand 
–                                                  in disrepair, and the temple 
                  oil degraded, but discovered a one-day 
            supply of consecrated oil.  Rather than desecrate      
         the menorah, the Macabees broke the seal 
             on the meager supply of hallowed oil and 
           lit the menorah lights. Miraculously the 
          candlestick lit the temple well beyond its 
         physical supply. It rekindled hope in the Jewish
               people and burned for the eight days required 
                         to replenish and consecrate another 
                           supply. For this reason the Hanukkiah is 
                                  fashioned with eight branches. 
                                         An additional shamas candle 
                                                       lights the eight. The daily 
                                                     lighting of an additional 
candle on the Hanukkiah reminds us to be thankful 
for each miraculous day of GOD’s light in the world. 
The Festival of Lights is aptly named for the Creator 
who spoke light into existence. 

by Sue Thurston
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Hanukkah Prophesied...

Join us for Hanukkah  | Our Children’s Choir will present songs & a dance! 

SAT, DEC 8  — Hanukkah Celebration    |  6:30 - 8:30 PM
& Oneg following - the menu is:  Jelly Donuts  &  Potato Latkes  



Our Current MORTGAGE BALANCE as of 11/6/18:  
   $180,768.89  

ROSH PINAH is funded entirely by people like you!  Thank you 
for being  generous. Your financial gifts are tax deductible.

AN OFFERING ‘BOX’  is located  IN THE WALL PANEL on your left 
as you enter the Sanctuary. There is also one in the foyer 
hallway. You may also give anytime on-line: 
   www.roshpinah.org

ROSH PINAH  TITHES & FREEWILL OFFERINGS

 Mortgage Free   
Becoming   . . .       a Reality!

6
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“Bring all the tithes 

into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in My house, 

and try Me now in this,” 
says the LORD of Hosts, 

“If I will not open for you the 
windows of heaven and pour out 
for you such blessing that there 

will not be room enough 
to receive it.”
Malachi 3:10 NKJV

INTERMEDIATE 
HEBREW

LEVEL 1
Teacher: Billie Thorndyke 

FEB 2 – APR 20, 2019
 (For 12 Weeks)

Cost: $54 + $25 Book 

1:30 – 3:00 pm
 Meeting in the West Wing |  Prayer Room

  Prerequisites: Alef-Bet Class 
& Hebrew Primer Class

NEW HEBREW CLASS

George & Baht Rivka Whitten will be 
joining us Saturday, January 12th during 
our Shabbat morning service. George and 
Rivka live in Arad, Israel. Rivka is a gifted 
singer. Her music has reached audiences all 
over the world. George will bring a timely, 
anointed message for our community and 
offer insights into the move of GOD in Israel 
and beyond. George heads up Worthy News 
Network, a 24/7 believer based news source 
broadcasting information from all over 
the world.

GEORGE & RIVKA WHITTEN
Ministering Shabbat Morning 

Jan 12, 2018 |  10:40 am   
  

The WHITTEN Family



Rosh Pinah 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Mon thru Thurs: 10 am to 4 pm 
Friday: 10 am to 1 pm

Shabbat
 9:00 am  – Prayer Room open
 10:40 am  – Shabbat Service 
   & Shabbat School
 1:30 - 3:00 pm  – S.E.T. Classes:
   Adult Shabbaton
   Children’s Shabbaton
   Teen Class
   Hebrew Class
   Messianic Dance

Tuesday 
 6:15 pm  – Prayer
          6:30 - 7:20 pm  – Judaica Shop OPEN
 7:30 pm  – Bible Study

Weekly:

HaShofar Editor 
Sue Thurston

Writers - Rabbi Michael Weygant,
Pam Force, and Sue Thurston

Graphics - Leslie Clymer
Production - Mishpocha Volunteers

 Judaica Shop OPEN Weekdays: 1-4 pm 
Tues Eve:  6:30 - 7:20 pm 

    Please call ahead for an appointment
405-842-1967
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Giving On-line

Now Available

Contribution 
Envelopes

Help us. . .
Dissolve our     
mortgage

A return envelope has been 
included in this newsletter. 
Your contribution will help 
to offset the costs of copying 
and mailing the HaShofar.

Please designate on the memo 
line how you want your gift used.

History           
     LESSON
Rosh Pinah has always 
been a debt-free 
congregation. . . 
except for one thing: Our 
mortgage.  The good news is 
our mortgage is now nearly 80% 
paid off!  We request your help in 
making this year a banner year for 
vanquishing this mortgage debt. 
We can save much money on 
interest by paying off the mortgage 
quickly.  Please consider giving a 
generous gift to Rosh Pinah now 
either by check or via PayPal on 
our website (www.roshpinah.
org) to help reduce or remove the 
mortgage debt. We welcome your 
generous help. Thank you.

Your Giving to Rosh Pinah 
is Needed and Appreciated! 
We’re happy to offer you on 
our website the convenience of 
giving with PayPal. A DONATE 
button can be found on our 
website homepage:
www.roshpinah.org
You can complete your 
payment with just a few clicks; 
the email you receive from 
PayPal after you donate serves 
as your charitable tax receipt.

GEORGE & RIVKA WHITTEN
Ministering Shabbat Morning 

Jan 12, 2018 |  10:40 am   
  

DECEMBER 2018_________________________________________________________________________________________
SUN, DEC 2  — MEN’S SoS SERVICE ACTIVITY  |  9 – 10:30 AM_________________________________________________________________________________________
SUN, DEC 2  — Ladies’ Hanukkah Scripture-Gift Exchange  |  11 – 1 PM_________________________________________________________________________________________
SAT, DEC 8  — Hanukkah Celebration / Oneg   |  6:30 PM_________________________________________________________________________________________
TUES, DEC 11  — FREE Foot Care Clinic  |  10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON
       OPEN TO THE PUBLIC -  see sign-up form or call the office at 405-842-1967_________________________________________________________________________________________
JANUARY 2019_________________________________________________________________________________________
SUN, JAN 6  — MEN’S SoS SERVICE ACTIVITY  |  9 – 10:30 AM_________________________________________________________________________________________
SUN, JAN 6  — LADIES’ MEETING  |  11 – 1 PM_________________________________________________________________________________________
SAT, JAN 12  — Shabbat Morning Service  |  10:40 AM
 George & Baht Rivka Whitten – from Israel_________________________________________________________________________________________
THURS, JAN 17  — FREE Foot Care Clinic  |  10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON
       OPEN TO THE PUBLIC -  see sign-up form or call the office at 405-842-1967_________________________________________________________________________________________
FEBRUARY 2019_________________________________________________________________________________________
SUN, FEB 3  — MEN’S SoS SERVICE ACTIVITY  |  9 – 10:30 AM_________________________________________________________________________________________
SUN, FEB 3  — LADIES’ MEETING  |  11 – 1 PM_________________________________________________________________________________________
SAT, FEB 16  — Membership Class Begins  |  1:30 – 3:00 PM_________________________________________________________________________________________
SPECIAL EVENTS:_________________________________________________________________________________________
TUE, MAR 19  |  OVERVIEW OF PURIM   |   7:30 - 8:40 PM   _________________________________________________________________________________________
SAT, MAR 23  |  PURIM CELEBRATION (In the Sanctuary)      |   7 - 8:30 PM   _________________________________________________________________________________________
SUN, APR 21    |  PASSOVER SEDER RESURRECTION DAY |  5:00 PM
  — UCO Nigh University Center
_________________________________________________________________________________________

 Upcoming Events:  – SUBJECT TO NEEDFUL CHANGE –
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ROSH PINAH is a Messianic Jewish Congregation of both Jewish and non-
Jewish believers in Yeshua “Jesus” of Nazareth, the Messiah. In the Hebrew, 
Rosh Pinah means “Cornerstone” and signifies that Yeshua the Messiah is the 
cornerstone of our faith.
Our study and teaching is centered upon the Jewish scriptures, consisting 
of the Tenakh (Torah, Prophets, and Writings) and the Brit Chadashah (New 
Covenant). We study the scriptures from a Jewish perspective, recognizing 
that they were written and preserved by faithful Jewish men of GOD.
Rosh Pinah worships on the Jewish Shabbat and we observe the Biblical 
Feasts and Holy Days of the LORD. Our worship service combines traditional 
Jewish Blessings, Messianic Jewish Worship and Praise, and Davidic Dancing. 
Above all, we emphasize in our congregational experience a living, vibrant 
and personal relationship with the GOD of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, through 
the Messiah Yeshua.
Our heart’s desire is to reach both Jew and Gentile with the Good News of the 
Messiah Yeshua, and to help the Christian Community to reclaim their rich 
Jewish Heritage.
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