
I.  The United Methodist Church, in the United States,  is a major Protestant Church 
that was formed in 1968 in Dallas, Texas, by the union of the Methodist  Church and 
the Evangelical United Brethren Church. It developed from the British Methodist 
Revival Movement led by John Wesley that was taken to the American colonies in 
the 1760s.  In 2018 the church’s global membership exceeded 12.5 million people. 

      U.S. Membership is 6.4 million and declining; outside of the United States primarily            
      Asia, Africa, and Europe is 6.5 million and growing. 

II.   The  Governing Body  of the UMC is the  General Conference - only authority to   
      speak officially for The United Methodist Church.  Governing Documents  - The 
      Book of Discipline of the UMC,  the instrument for setting the laws, plan, polity, and     
      process by which UMC is governed. It’s almost impossible to change the Articles of    
Faith and the Confessions - requires a 3/4 vote by the Global UMC.  (The articles of 
faith and the Confessions can be found in Part III, paragraph #102, Section 1.) The 
Social Principles containing the section on sexuality can be changed with 50% +1 vote.   

Organization:             
      There are 5 jurisdictions with 12 Conferences- 8 districts, we’re in the North   
      Alabama conference, NW district.  
      Bishops are elected for lifetime service by jurisdictional delegates (1/2 laity, 1/2  
      Clergy.  The Council of Bishops is composed of all active and retired bishops. 
      The General Conference normally meets every 4 years.  The Conferences 
     meet annually and organize and support local churches.  The Local Church  
     Organization-Charge/Church Conference, Church Council, Nominations and 
     Leadership Development, SPRC, Finance, Board of Trustees 
   
 III.    Doctrine:  United Methodist preaching and teaching is grounded in Scripture, 
informed by Christian tradition, enlivened in personal experience, and tested by 
reason. United Methodists are part of the larger Christian faith and affirm all of the 
historic beliefs of the faith as articulated in the historic creeds of the church. We affirm 
the God of Israel who has been decisively revealed in Jesus of Nazareth and continues 
to be present and at work in our lives in the form of the Holy Spirit. This understanding 
of God is known as the Trinity.  We believe that God has been revealed through the 
Bible, and especially through the witness of the New Testament. 

Triune God: With Christians of other communions, we believe in a triune God–Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. We believe in God’s self-revelation as three distinct but 
inseparable parts. 

God’s grace: By grace, we mean the undeserved, unmerited, and loving action of God 
in human existence through the ever-present Holy Spirit. While the grace of God is 
undivided, it precedes salvation as “prevenient grace,” continues in “justifying grace,” 
and is brought to fruition in “sanctifying grace in the life of the believer.” 
In spite of suffering, violence, and evil, we assert that God’s grace is present 
everywhere. Despite our brokenness, we remain creatures brought into being by a just 
and merciful God. The reign of God is both a present and a future reality. 



God summons us to repentance, pardons us, receives us by the grace given to us in 
Jesus Christ, and gives us hope of life eternal. 

Justification and New Birth: In justification, we are, through faith, forgiven our sins 
and restored to God’s favor. This process of justification and new birth is often referred 
to as conversion. Such a change may be sudden and dramatic, or gradual and 
cumulative. In either case, it marks a new beginning, yet it is also part of an ongoing 
process. 

Sanctification and New Birth: We hold that the wonder of God’s acceptance and 
pardon does not end God’s saving work, which continues to nurture our growth in grace. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to increase in the knowledge and 
love of God and in love for our neighbor. 

Faith and Good Works:  We see God’s grace and human activity working together in 
the relationship of faith and good works. God’s grace calls for human response and 
discipline. Faith is the only response essential for salvation. However, salvation 
evidences itself in good works. Both faith and good works belong within an all-
encompassing theology of grace since they stem from God’s gracious love. 

Sacraments:   We believe there are two sacraments, ordained by Christ as symbols 
and pledges of God’s love for us–Baptism and Communion.   

Baptism – Entrance into the church is acknowledged in Baptism and may include 
persons of all ages. Baptism is followed by nurture and awareness of the baptized of 
Christ’s claim upon their lives. For persons baptized as children, this claim is ratified by 
the baptized in confirmation, where the pledge of Baptism is accepted.  Communion 
-While we believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of the suffering and death of Christ 
and a symbol of the union Christians have with Christ and with one another, we also 
believe that Christ is spiritually present in the elements of Communion. All persons, 
regardless of age and regardless of church affiliation, are invited to the table of our 
Lord. 

IV. Pastoral Appointments:  Clergy Appointment Process-Bishop and Cabinet with 
discussions with SPRC, degree of involvement of local church varies 

Guaranteed Appointment-Pastors-Elder, guaranteed appointments, itinerant (Alex). 
Deacon-not guaranteed appointment, not itinerant (Toby)  

Accountability: for Clergy - Held by Bishops and Annual Conference; for Congregation 
- held through the trust clause - if UMC doctrine is not being taught new clergy can be 
appointed (not being enforced in some conferences); for Bishops - held by College of 
Bishops 



V. Mission and Vision:  The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. Local churches and extension ministries of the 
Church provide the most significant arenas through which disciple-making occurs. 
The history of the UMC and its legacy have created a foundation of connectedness 
throughout the world.  The UMC is connected to churches, communities, and people 
around the world.  The UMC supports colleges, universities, seminaries, divinity 
schools, and student scholarships.  The UMC extends its ministry through service and 
missions globally, nationally, and locally.  These include the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, the Upper Room, the Walk to Emmaus, the Academy for Spiritual 
Formation, Africa University, and all sorts of regional treasures like Sumatanga and the 
Children's Home. In America, UMC have started more colleges and universities than 
any other faith group. 

IV.  Opportunities: The UMC has been through trials and tribulations in the past. There 
is a history of thoughtfully addressing cultural and historical changes in our world, such 
as slavery, racism, and women’s rights, while maintaining a basis of scripture and 
following Jesus Christ.  The UMC is a place of diversity where people may look, speak, 
and think differently, but are rooted in scripture and in the mission of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  There is a known structure in the UMC 
whereas there is not as much certainty about the structure of other options.  AS 
mentioned above the UMC is a mission oriented denomination. There are many 
strengths  in our congregation as a UMC chuchd: GIC, several couples joining our 
church which we have not seen in some time; a strong ministerial team with Alex, Toby, 
Lilly, and Louise; our attendance is increasing; an increase in the number of young 
families with children. 

V. Concerns: We are in a time where we need to revisit the foundation of the UMC and 
refocus on our mission and vision.  These are the concerns about staying in the UMC: 
There is heavy bureaucracy within the UMC which is seen as costly and does not allow 
enough local church control. The apportionment process needs more transparency as 
to where the money goes.  Human sexuality:   As stated previously, the Book of 
Discipline is the governing document for the UMC. "Ceremonies that celebrate 
homosexual unions shall not be conducted by our ministers and shall not be conducted 
in our churches. (¶341.6)  
(It is expected that at the 2024 conference this will be brought up for discussion and 
vote (as it was in 2019) and we don’t know what that voting body will do – if they will 
change the language or keep it or remove it. It is possible  that it will change or be 
removed.)" There is opportunity to amend statements that are included in the Book o 
Discipline.  With the current issue of human sexuality  individual churches  may have 
the autonomy to decide their own church polices if the the current wording in the Book 
of Discipline is amended.  Although unclear  at this point, local churches may be able to 
choose not to perform same sex marriages or accept a minister that identifies as 
LGBTQ+ if the language should change. 


