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United Methodist Church Global Methodist Church Free Methodist Church Independent Methodist/Network
Website https://www.umc.org/ https://globalmethodist.org/ https://fmcusa.org/ AIM:   https://aim2020.com

Mission Statement

to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. 
Local churches and extension 
ministries of the Church provide the 
most significant arenas through 
which disciple-making occurs.

to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
who worship passionately, love 
extravagantly, and witness boldly.

love God, love people, and make 
disciples

AIM: to provide a network of 
independent congregations 
committed to Christ-centered, Bible-
based Methodism, which recognizes  
the local autonomy of its member 
churches; to be a vibrant 
association of self-governing 
churches that live by the Holy 
Scriptures, identify with the spiritual 
heritage of the Methodist/Wesleyan 
tradition, support and create 
missional opportunities that can 
bring people to saving faith, grow 
holy disciples of Jesus Christ and 
transform communities with the 
values of the Kingdom of Christ.  
The Foundry:  no current mission 
statement, except that its network 
will provide a connection point for 
best practices, conferencing, 
theological alignment, pastor supply 
and joint mission efforts.

Membership in US 6.4M (2018) TBD 68,000 (2022)

AIM: 40 churches in eight states, 
including five churches in Alabama; 
number of members cannot be 
determined precisely, but most 
churches appear to have less than 
200. The Foundry:  this network 
proposes to be composed of large 
disaffiliated UMC throughout the U.
S. that regularly average over 1,000 
members in Sunday service 
attendance.  There are eight 
churches from six states thus far, 
including Asbury in Madison, The 
Cove in Huntsville and Mt. Bethel in 
Marietta, Georgia. Each large leader 
church will seek and plant smaller 
feeder churches in the network.

Membership outside US 6.5M (2018) TBD 1.13M (2022) None (2019)

Governing Body General Conference

Transitional Leadership Council 
(until the GMC can have its 
convening General Conference)

General Conference, 25 Annual 
Conferences

Each member church is 
autonomous and self-governing and 
determines its own governing 
structure.  AIM as a network has a 
President and Board members who 
oversee ifs affairs.

https://www.umc.org/
https://globalmethodist.org/
https://fmcusa.org/
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Governing Documents

The Book of Discipline of the UMC 
(2016) (including the Errata 
approved at the 2019 General 
Conference)

The Transitional Book of Doctrines 
and Discipline of the GMC (2022) 
(until the GMC can have its 
convening General Conference)

The Book of Discipline of the FMC 
(2019)

Each member church adopts its 
own constitution or bylaws, doctrinal 
statements and other governing 
documents which must conform to 
AIM's Articles of Faith and Doctrine.

Denominational Organization

-Episcopal: Bishops elected for Life, 
may serve until mandatory 
retirement age
-District Superintendents: appointed 
by bishop - serve 8 years
-General Conference - legislative 
body creates Book of Discipline 
-Jurisdictional Conferences -elect 
and appoint bishops
-Annual Conferences - Basic unit of 
church governance
-Judicial Council - "court" that rules 
on how to apply BOD to issues not 
strictly addressed and to ensure 
constitutionality of resolutions

-Episcopal: Bishop election, 
assignment, and term limits all to be 
set by convening General 
Conference
-Presiding Elder: Appointed by 
Bishop - term limit set by convening 
General Conference
-General Conference - legislative 
body creates Book of Doctrines and 
Disciplines
-Annual Conference - connects 
clergy and laity for shared ministry 
and accountability across a 
geographical region
-other conference (regional, district, 
etc) structures and duties will be 
determined by convening General 
Conference

-Lean episcopal structure with 3 
bishops, 24 superintendents (both 
elected every 4 years)
-World Conference - Overall 
governing body
-General Conference - 
encompasses a country or countries 
and help determine regional 
concerns however decisions can not 
be in conflict with BOD
-Annual Conference - may span 
several states
-few boards and agencies

AIM is not a denomination.  It has 
no bishops, owns no property.  
Each member church is 
autonomous, owns its own property, 
selects its own clergy, handles its 
own finances and determines its 
own programs.

Local Church Organization

-Charge/Church Conference
-Church Council (Admin Board)
-Nominations
-Staff-Parish Relations
-Finance
-Trustees
-Other committees as desired

(Alternative leadership structure 
available with approval from district 
superintendent)

-Charge/Church Conference
-Church Council
-Nominations
-Staff-Parish Relations
-Finance
-Trustees
-Other committees as desired

(Flexible Structure available)

-Society Meeting
-Board of Administration
-Board of Trustees
-Pastor's Cabinet (like SPRC)
-Other committees as desired.

After adopting its own governing 
documents, a congregation desiring 
to become an AIM member must 
vote to join and to accept AIM's 
Articles of Faith and Belief, submit 
an application which is reviewed by 
AIM's executive committee and if 
found to be in conformity, is 
submitted to a vote of the churches 
that are already AIM members.

Boards and Agencies

Various Boards and Agencies at 
each level (global, jurisdictional, 
annual conference, district) that 
provide leadership in various areas 
(discipleship, evangelism, finance, 
ordination, status of women, etc) 
and receive a portion of 
apportionment funding

No General Denominational Board 
and Agencies to fund; transitional 
commissions set up to help build 
denomination; Annual Conference 
Boards and  Committees to do work 
of conference  

No jurisdictional conference.
- Conference Board of 
Administration (BOA)
- Conference Ministerial Education 
Guidance & Appointments
(MEGA) Board
- Nominating Committee
- Conference Staff 

Each member church determines if 
it should have boards, committees 
or agencies.  The AIM network 
provides its member churches with 
seminars and workshops, church 
consultation, pulpit-supply, pastoral 
candidate screening, retreats and 
youth camps and church planting.
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ACCOUNTABILITY

Accountability for Laity

¶222 If a professing member should 
be accused of violating the 
covenant and failing to keep the 
vows... then it shall be the 
responsibility of the local church, 
working through its pastor and its 
agencies, to minister to that 
member ... in an effort to enable the 
member to faithfully perform the 
vows and covenant of membership. 
In the event that those efforts fail, 
then the professing member and the 
local church may agree to voluntary 
mediation in which the parties are 
assisted by a trained, neutral third-
party mediator, mediation team, 
and/or their district superintendent 
in reaching a settlement or 
agreement satisfactory to all parties. 
In the further event that those efforts 
fail to effect reconciliation and 
reaffirmation of the vows and 
covenant by the professing 
member, then the professing 
members of the church may pursue 
formal charges.

¶322.3 All members of the church 
are called into a loving 
accountability with one another. If a 
member neglects the membership 
vows, however, the congregation 
shall use every means of 
encouraging that member to return 
to an active faith and to lovingly 
restore them to the fellowship of the 
church (Matthew 18:15-17). Each 
local church shall establish a grace-
filled process, approved by the 
presiding elder (district 
superintendent), to restore negligent 
members to full participation in the 
life of the church. Negligent 
members may be placed on an 
inactive roll by a two-thirds vote of 
the church council.

(¶155) When a member does not 
keep his/her covenant and 
habitually violates his/her vows, it is 
the responsibility of minister and 
members to point to the failure and 
to seek in love to restore the 
member. If, after these steps have 
been taken, the member does not 
keep his/her commitments, he/she 
must be dealt with in accord with the 
due process of the Church. 

(¶153) Church membership may be 
terminated only by: A. Voluntary 
withdrawal B. joining another 
religious denomination or sect or a 
secret order  C. expulsion after 
proper summary proceeding or trial 
and conviction or D. Persistent 
neglect of Church relationship by a 
member, which in effect is voluntary 
withdrawal.

AIM:  Individual congregations 
determine the accountability of its 
members.  Whosoever ... willingly 
and purposely doth openly break 
the rites and ceremonies of the 
Church to which he belongs, which 
are not repugnant to the Word of 
God and are ordained and approved 
by common authority, ought to be 
rebuked openly so that others may 
fear to do the like.  The Foundry:  
Presumably the congregation of 
each member church will determine 
laity accountability.

Accountability for Clergy

The Presiding Bishop, the Board of 
Ordained Ministry, and the Clergy 
Session of Annual Conference 
control to procedure for keeping 
clergy accountable.

An Annual Conference committee 
on investigation reviews complaints 
against clergy. The committee is 
made up of clergy and laity.

Regional review board of clergy and 
laity. Board of Administration is 
made of clergy and lay members 
that can pull appointments if 
doctrine is not being followed.

AIM:  Clergy who wish to be called 
for service in an AIM independent 
church must go through a 
credentialing process and agree 
with and adhere to the Articles of 
Faith and Doctrine and Constitution 
of AIM.  Clergy may be disciplined 
or discharged by vote of the 
individual church congregation that 
called them into service.   The 
Foundry:  has not yet been 
published.

Accountability for 
Congregation

held through trust clause, if UMC 
doctrine is not being taught a new 
clergy is appointed

Churches may be involuntary 
disaffiliated if promoting doctrines 
and practices contrary to GMC

Currently held through trust clause; 
however rarely used, does not apply 
to new affiliating churches, and 
being considered to be dropped in 
the near future

Membership in the AIM network 
requires a congregation to accept 
the beliefs, principles and standards 
set forth in the Articles of Faith and 
Doctrine.  If a congregation violates 
those beliefs, principles or 
standards, then its AIM-affiliated 
church may be removed from the 
network by the vote of AIM’s other 
member churches.
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Accountability for Bishops

Held by College of Bishops, 
organized by Jurisdiction, can 
discipline within their Jurisdiction, no 
cross discipline to other 
Jurisdictions

A global committee on investigation 
reviews any complaints against a 
bishop. The committee is made up 
of clergy and laity.

Bishops and Superintendents are 
up for reelection every 4 years; with 
regard to complaints they are 
handled the same as all other clergy

AIM:  There are no bishops.  The 
Foundry:  Has not yet been 
published.

CLERGY

Orders of Ministry

Elders and Deacons - Parallel 
orders. Deacons do not have 
sacramental authority.
Local Pastors - licensed to preach 
and preside over sacraments in 
local church only

Elders and Deacons - Hierarchy 
orders. All pastors ordained as 
deacons; may choose to move on to 
elder or remain as deacon. All 
clergy have sacramental authority

Elders - Ordained Clergy
Deacons exist but remain laity.

AIM:  Pastors who have received 
AIM credentials may be called to 
serve by individual churches and 
are authorized to preach and 
preside over sacraments of Baptism 
and Communion.  The Foundry:  
Has not yet been published.

Ordination of Women Yes Yes Yes Yes

Clergy Appointment Process

Bishop and Cabinet with 
discussions with SPRC, degree of 
involvement of local church varies

Churches given significant input in 
the appointment process to assure 
better ministerial fit. Bishop and 
cabinet still retains final authority on 
appointments. 

Regional DS appoints with approval 
from conference Ministry 
Appointment Committee, after 
consultation with clergy and local 
church. No appointments unless 
church or pastor request a change. 
More collaborative effort with longer 
appointments preferred. See Accountability for Clergy above.

Guaranteed Appointments Elders, Yes; Deacons, No No No No

Ordination of Self-Avowed 
Practicing LGBTQ+ Persons

self-avowed practicing homosexuals 
are not to be certified as candidates, 
ordained as ministers, or appointed 
to serve in The United Methodist 
Church.(¶304.3)

(It is expected that at the 2024 
conference this will be brought 
up for discussion and vote (as it 
was in 2019) and we don't know 
what that voting body will do – if 
they will change the language or 
keep it or remove it. It is 
POSSIBLE that it will change or 
be removed.) No No

AIM:  Presumably no, but not 
expressly addressed in the Articles 
of Faith and Doctrine.  The 
Foundry:  Presumably no, but has 
not yet been published.

Clergy Voting Rights

All clergy in full connection have 
equal voting rights on all matters for 
life. Local Pastors have limited 
voting rights and may no longer vote 
after retirement.

Elders have full voting rights.
Deacons have limited voting rights.
Clergy may not vote after 7 years 
post retirement unless under at 
least 1/4 time appointment.
Those not under appointment may 
not vote. Only Elders have voting rights

AIM:  Unknown.  The Foundry:  
Has not yet been published.
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Clergy Benefits

Wespath (paid through direct bill to 
church)
-Retirement through conference 
pension (optional personal 
contribution)
-Insurance for clergy member 
(optional family with extra premium)
-Death and disability

Wespath
-Retirement through church 
contribution 5% (optional personal 
contribution with additional church 
matching up to 5%)
-Insurance through Wespath 
negotiated (details not yet 
published)
-Death and Disability through 
Wespath negotiated (details not yet 
published)

Defined Benefit Pension Plan for all 
pastors. The human resources 
office at the World Ministries Center 
along with Guidestream Financial 
handles the plan management while 
the Free Methodist Foundation 
handles investments. Churches are 
responsible for obtaining their own 
insurance and death and disability 
policies for clergy.

AIM:  Determined and paid for by 
the independent church that calls 
the clergy person into service.  The 
Foundry:  Presumably determined 
and paid for by the independent 
church that calls the clergy person 
into service.

FINANCE AND LEGAL

Apportionment Costs

North Alabama Conference = 10% 
of general budget giving (does not 
include mission or capital fund 
giving)

Called "Connectional Funding"
Current=1% general; 1% annual 
conference
Max = 1.5% general; 5% annual 
conference
2/3 Vote of General Conference to 
change

About 9% is average for southeast 
area and is capped at 180,000. 
3.2% per million of annual income 
goes to the denomination and 4.8% 
goes to the conference. 

AIM:  There are no apportionments.  
The AIM network's operations and 
programs are supported by 
voluntary donations from member 
congregations and individuals.  The 
Foundry:  Has not yet been 
published.

Apportionments Required Yes

Yes, but churches my apply for an 
abayance upon initially entering the 
GMC to help recover funds from 
disaffiliation from the UMC Yes

AIM:  "We do not assess our 
member churches or impose 
financial demands upon our 
congregations or individuals."  The 
Foundry:  Has not yet been 
published.

Apportionments Enforced

Varies by conference - often 
churches who do not pay all or most 
of apportionments will experience a 
pastoral change

Churches who do not pay 
connectional funding in full may be 
subject to ¶354 (involuntary 
disaffiliation) unknown

See Apportionments Required 
above.

Trust Clause
Yes, all property owned by 
denomination No

Yes, but newly affiliated churches 
can choose not to enter into trust 
clause for existing property and 
projects already in progress. 
Current trust clause is under review. No as to AIM and The Foundry.

Use and Sale of Property

Must be approved by District Board 
of Trustees followed by Charge 
Conference Vote

Property is to be used for the glory 
of God and to carry out the mission 
of making disciples of Jesus Christ 
and to spread scriptural holiness 
across the land. (¶901) Local 
Church decides if property is 
leased/sold.

Can be held in trust by 
denomination of owned by local 
church -- church chooses.

AIM:  Member churches own their 
property and may dispose of the 
same as their congregations or 
governing bodies may see fit.  The 
Foundry:  Presumably the same as 
AIM.
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Disaffiliation

Yes, currently under ¶2553 which 
expires on December 31, 2023. 
Required 2 years of apportionments 
and payment of unfunded pension 
liability. Annual conferences may 
choose to add additional 
requirements as necessary. 2/3 of 
Church Conference required to 
disaffiliate

Yes, after 90 days prayer and 
discernment and majority vote of 
church conference

Yes, but not defined process; may 
be handled through the closing of a 
church

AIM:  Member church 
congregations may vote to leave the 
network without obligations except 
to pay any debts owed to AIM for 
requested services, supplies or 
materials.  The Foundry:  Has not 
yet been published.

Denominational Legal 
Safeguards and Policies

-All Churches must have and 
enforce a Safe Sanctuaries Policy
-Pastors must attend "Integrity 
Training" every 4 years
-Pastors must pass background 
check and are subject to 
psychological exam

-Background Check for all Clergy
-No official policies on "Safe 
Sanctuaries" and "clergy integrity"; 
expected to be addressed at 
convening General Conference 
through the reports from 
commissions that are currently 
meeting

Online resources available with 
training through the denomination 
website. None.

DOCTRINE AND THEOLOGY

Foundational Doctrinal 
Standards

-Articles of Religion (AOR)
-Confession of Faith (COF)
-Wesley's Standard Sermons
-Wesley's Notes on the New 
Testament
-General Rules

-Articles of Religion (AOR)
-Confession of Faith (COF)
-Wesley's Standard Sermons
-Wesley's Notes on the New 
Testament
-General Rules
-Apostles' Creed
-Nicene Creed
-Definition of Chalcedon

-FMC Articles of Religion (similar to 
UMC and GMC)

AIM: Articles of Faith and Doctrine
The Foundry:  in transition will use 
the UMC Book of Discipline 2016; 
afterwards, presumably will approve 
and adopt: Confession of Faith, 
Wesley's Standard Sermons, 
Wesley's Notes on the New 
Testament, Apostles Creed, Nicene 
Creed

View on Creeds

Affirmed as valid sources of 
Christian Truth and used in worship, 
but not set apart as absolute 
standards for doctrinal truth and 
error

Foundational Part of Doctrinal 
Standards

Used in worship but not part of 
doctrine

AIM:  Apostle's Creed and Nicene 
Creed appear to be part of the 
network's doctrine.  The Foundry:  
Presumably will adopt the Apostle's 
Creed and Nicene Creed within the 
independent member churches.
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View of Scripture

¶104 (AOR): The Holy Scripture 
containeth all things necessary to 
salvation; so that whatsoever is not 
read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any 
man that it should be believed as an 
article of faith, or be thought 
requisite or necessary to salvation. 
In the name of the Holy Scripture 
we do understand those canonical 
books of the Old and New 
Testament of whose authority was 
never any doubt in the church...The 
Old Testament is not contrary to the 
New...Although the law given from 
God by Moses as touching 
ceremonies and rites doth not bind 
Christians, nor ought the civil 
precepts thereof of necessity be 
received in any commonwealth; yet 
notwithstanding, no Christian 
whatsoever is free from the 
obedience of the commandments 
which are called moral.

¶104 The canonical books of the 
Old and New Testaments (as 
specified in the Articles of Religion) 
are the primary rule and authority 
for faith, morals, and service, 
against which all other authorities 
must be measured.
¶106 (AOR): The Holy Scripture 
containeth all things necessary to 
salvation; so that whatsoever is not 
read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any 
man that it should be believed as an 
article of faith, or be thought 
requisite or necessary to salvation. 
In the name of the Holy Scripture 
we do understand those canonical 
books of the Old and New 
Testament of whose authority was 
never any doubt in the church...The 
Old Testament is not contrary to the 
New...Although the law given from 
God by Moses as touching 
ceremonies and rites doth not bind 
Christians, nor ought the civil 
precepts thereof of necessity be 
received in any commonwealth; yet 
notwithstanding, no Christian 
whatsoever is free from the 
obedience of the commandments 
which are called moral.

¶108 The Bible is God’s written 
Word, uniquely inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. It bears unerring witness to 
Jesus Christ, the living Word. As 
attested by the early church and 
subsequent councils, it is the 
trustworthy record of God’s 
revelation, completely truthful in all it 
affirms. It has been faithfully 
preserved and proves itself true in 
human experience. The Scriptures 
have come to us through human 
authors who wrote, as God moved 
them, in the languages and literary 
forms of their times. God continues, 
by the illumination of the Holy Spirit, 
to speak through this Word to each 
generation and culture. The Bible 
has authority over all human life. It 
teaches the truth about God, His 
creation, His people, His one and 
only Son and the destiny of 
humankind. It also teaches the way 
of salvation and the life of faith. 
Whatever is not found in the Bible 
nor can be proved by it is not to be 
required as an article of belief or as 
necessary to salvation.

AIM: The Bible is the infallible word 
of God.  The Holy Scriptures contain 
all things necessary to salvation.  
The canonical books of the Old and 
New Testament (as named in the 
Articles of Faith and Doctrine) 
provide the primary authority and 
rule for faith, morals and service.  
The Foundry:  Not yet published.
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View of Scripture (cont.)

¶104 Confession of Faith: We 
believe the Holy Bible, Old and New 
Testaments, reveals the Word of 
God so far as it is necessary for our 
salvation. It is to be received 
through the Holy Spirit as the true 
rule and guide for faith and practice. 
Whatever is not revealed in or 
established by the Holy Scriptures is 
not to be made an article of faith nor 
is it to be taught as essential to 
salvation.

¶106 Confession of Faith:
We believe the Holy Bible, Old and 
New Testaments, reveals the Word 
of God so far as it is necessary for 
our salvation. It is to be received 
through the Holy Spirit as the true 
rule and guide for faith and practice. 
Whatever is not revealed in or 
established by the Holy Scriptures is 
not to be made an article of faith nor 
is it to be taught as essential to 
salvation.

¶109 The Old Testament is not 
contrary to the New. Both 
Testaments bear witness to God’s 
salvation in Christ; both speak of 
God’s will for His people. The 
ancient laws for ceremonies and 
rites, and the civil precepts for the 
nation Israel are not necessarily 
binding on Christians today. But, on 
the example of Jesus we are 
obligated to obey the moral 
commandments of the Old 
Testament.

¶110 The New Testament fulfills 
and interprets the Old Testament. It 
is the record of the revelation of 
God in Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit. It is God’s final word 
regarding humankind, sin, salvation, 
the world and its destiny.

AIM:  The Holy Scriptures contain 
all things necessary to salvation; so 
that whatsoever is not read therein, 
nor may be proved thereby is not to 
be required of any man, that it 
should be believed as an article of 
faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation.  The Old 
Testament is not contrary to the 
New; for both in the Old and New 
Testament everlasting life is offered 
to mankind by Christ, who is the 
only Mediator between God and 
man, being both God and Man.  The 
Foundry:  Not yet published.

View of Divinity of Jesus

¶104 (AOR)The Son, who is the 
Word of the Father, the very and 
eternal God, of one substance with 
the Father, took man’s nature in the 
womb of the blessed Virgin; so that 
two whole and perfect natures, that 
is to say, the Godhead and 
Manhood, were joined together in 
one person, never to be divided; 
whereof is one Christ, very God and 
very Man...
(COF)We believe in Jesus Christ, 
truly God and truly man, in whom 
the divine and human natures are 
perfectly and inseparably united. He 
is the eternal Word made flesh, the 
only begotten Son of the Father, 
born of the Virgin Mary by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.

¶106 (AOR)The Son, who is the 
Word of the Father, the very and 
eternal God, of one substance with 
the Father, took man’s nature in the 
womb of the blessed Virgin; so that 
two whole and perfect natures, that 
is to say, the Godhead and 
Manhood, were joined together in 
one person, never to be divided; 
whereof is one Christ, very God and 
very Man...
(COF)We believe in Jesus Christ, 
truly God and truly man, in whom 
the divine and human natures are 
perfectly and inseparably united. He 
is the eternal Word made flesh, the 
only begotten Son of the Father, 
born of the Virgin Mary by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.

(P102) God was Himself in Jesus 
Christ to reconcile people to God. 
Conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, He joined 
together the deity of God and the 
humanity of humankind. Jesus of 
Nazareth was God in flesh, truly 
God and truly human. He came to 
save us. For us the Son of God 
suffered, was crucified, dead and 
buried. He poured out His life as a 
blameless sacrifice for our sin and 
transgressions. We gratefully 
acknowledge that He is our Savior, 
the one perfect mediator between 
God and us. 

AIM:  Its doctrine believes in Jesus 
full deity, virgin birth, atoning death, 
bodily resurrection, heavenly 
ascension and imminent return.  
The Foundry:  Has not yet been 
published.
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View on Bodily Resurrection 
of Jesus

¶104 (AOR)Christ did truly rise 
again from the dead, and took again 
his body, with all things appertaining 
to the perfection of man’s nature, 
wherewith he ascended into 
heaven, and there sitteth until he 
return to judge all men at the last 
day.
(COF)As ministering Servant he 
lived, suffered and died on the 
cross. He was buried, rose from the 
dead and ascended into heaven to 
be with the Father, from whence he 
shall return.

¶106 (AOR)Christ did truly rise 
again from the dead, and took again 
his body, with all things appertaining 
to the perfection of man’s nature, 
wherewith he ascended into 
heaven, and there sitteth until he 
return to judge all men at the last 
day.
(COF)As ministering Servant he 
lived, suffered and died on the 
cross. He was buried, rose from the 
dead and ascended into heaven to 
be with the Father, from whence he 
shall return.

(¶104) Jesus Christ is risen 
victorious from the dead. His 
resurrected body became more 
glorious, not hindered by ordinary 
human limitations. Thus He 
ascended into heaven. There He 
sits as our exalted Lord at the right 
hand of God the Father, where He 
intercedes for us until all His 
enemies shall be brought into 
complete subjection.

AIM:  Christ did truly arise from the 
dead, ascended into heaven and 
remains there until he returns to 
judge all men on the final day.  The 
Foundry:  Has not yet been 
published.

Sacrament of Baptism

¶104 (AOR)Baptism is not only a 
sign of profession and mark of 
difference whereby Christians are 
distinguished from others that are 
not baptized; but it is also a sign of 
regeneration or the new birth. The 
Baptism of young children is to be 
retained in the Church.
(COF)We believe Baptism signifies 
entrance into the household of faith, 
and is a symbol of repentance and 
inner cleansing from sin, a 
representation of the new birth in 
Christ Jesus and a mark of Christian 
discipleship. We believe children 
are under the atonement of Christ 
and as heirs of the Kingdom of God 
are acceptable subjects for 
Christian Baptism. Children of 
believing parents through Baptism 
become the special responsibility of 
the Church. They should be 
nurtured and led to personal 
acceptance of Christ, and by 
profession of faith confirm their 
Baptism.

¶106 (AOR)Baptism is not only a 
sign of profession and mark of 
difference whereby Christians are 
distinguished from others that are 
not baptized; but it is also a sign of 
regeneration or the new birth. The 
Baptism of young children is to be 
retained in the Church.
(COF)We believe Baptism signifies 
entrance into the household of faith, 
and is a symbol of repentance and 
inner cleansing from sin, a 
representation of the new birth in 
Christ Jesus and a mark of Christian 
discipleship. We believe children 
are under the atonement of Christ 
and as heirs of the Kingdom of God 
are acceptable subjects for 
Christian Baptism. Children of 
believing parents through Baptism 
become the special responsibility of 
the Church. They should be 
nurtured and led to personal 
acceptance of Christ, and by 
profession of faith confirm their 
Baptism.

(P124) Water baptism is a 
sacrament of the church, 
commanded by our Lord, signifying 
acceptance of the benefits of the 
atonement of Jesus Christ to be 
administered to believers as 
declaration of their faith in Jesus 
Christ as Savior. Baptism is a 
symbol of the new covenant of 
grace as circumcision was the 
symbol of the old covenant; and, 
since infants are recognized as 
being included in the atonement, 
they may be baptized upon request 
of parents or guardians who shall 
give assurance for them of 
necessary Christian training. They 
shall be required to affirm the vow 
for themselves before being 
accepted into church membership.

AIM:  The sacrament of Baptism is 
recognized as ordained by Christ, 
and the baptism of young children is 
to be retained by the member 
churches.  The Foundry:  Has not 
yet been published. 
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Sacrament of Holy 
Communion

¶104 (AOR)The Supper of the Lord 
is not only a sign of the love that 
Christians ought to have among 
themselves one to another, but 
rather is a sacrament of our 
redemption by Christ’s death; 
insomuch that, to such as rightly, 
worthily, and with faith receive the 
same, the bread which we break is 
a partaking of the body of Christ; 
and likewise the cup of blessing is a 
partaking of the blood of Christ. 
Transubstantiation, or the change of 
the substance of bread and wine in 
the Supper of our Lord, cannot be 
proved by Holy Writ, but is 
repugnant to the plain words of 
Scripture, over-throweth the nature 
of a sacrament, and hath given 
occasion to many superstitions. The 
body of Christ is given, taken, and 
eaten in the Supper, only after a 
heavenly and spiritual manner. And 
the means whereby the body of 
Christ is received and eaten in the 
Supper is faith. The Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper was not by Christ’
s ordinance reserved, carried about, 
lifted up, or worshiped.
(COF)We believe the Lord’s Supper 
is a representation of our 
redemption, a memorial of the 
sufferings and death of Christ, and a 
token of love and union which 
Christians have with Christ and with 
one another. Those who rightly, 
worthily and in faith eat the broken 
bread and drink the blessed cup 
partake of the body and blood of 
Christ in a spiritual manner until he 
comes.

¶106 (AOR) The Supper of the Lord 
is not only a sign of the love that 
Christians ought to have among 
themselves one to another, but 
rather is a sacrament of our 
redemption by Christ’s death; 
insomuch that, to such as rightly, 
worthily, and with faith receive the 
same, the bread which we break is 
a partaking of the body of Christ; 
and likewise the cup of blessing is a 
partaking of the blood of Christ. 
Transubstantiation, or the change of 
the substance of bread and wine in 
the Supper of our Lord, cannot be 
proved by Holy Writ, but is 
repugnant to the plain words of 
Scripture, over-throweth the nature 
of a sacrament, and hath given 
occasion to many superstitions. The 
body of Christ is given, taken, and 
eaten in the Supper, only after a 
heavenly and spiritual manner. And 
the means whereby the body of 
Christ is received and eaten in the 
Supper is faith. The Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper was not by Christ’
s ordinance reserved, carried about, 
lifted up, or worshiped.
(COF)We believe the Lord’s Supper 
is a representation of our 
redemption, a memorial of the 
sufferings and death of Christ, and a 
token of love and union which 
Christians have with Christ and with 
one another. Those who rightly, 
worthily and in faith eat the broken 
bread and drink the blessed cup 
partake of the body and blood of 
Christ in a spiritual manner until he 
comes.

(¶125) The Lord's Supper is a 
sacrament of our redemption of 
Christ's death. To those who rightly, 
worthily and with faith receive it, the 
bread which we break is partaking 
of the body of Christ; and likewise 
the cup of blessing is a partaking of 
the blood of Christ. The supper is 
also a sign of the love and unity that 
Christians have among themselves. 
Christ, according to His promise, is 
really present in the sacrament. But 
His body is given, taken and eaten 
only after a heavenly and spiritual 
manner. No change is effected in 
the element; the bread and wine are 
not literally the body and blood of 
Christ. Nor is the body and blood of 
Christ literally present with the 
elements. The elements are never 
to be considered objects of worship. 
The body of Christ is received and 
eaten in faith. 

AIM:  The Lord's Supper is a 
sacrament of the redemption of 
Christians by Christ's death.  
According to Christ's ordinance, 
communion is to be administered to 
all Christians alike.  The Foundry:  
Has not yet been published.    

Confirmation
Yes, encouraged and promoted; 
widely practiced by churches Yes, encouraged and promoted

Yes, available but not required and 
not widely practiced

AIM:  Does not recognize 
confirmation as a sacrament of the 
Gospel because it was not ordained 
by God.  The Foundry:  Has not yet 
been published.
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HUMAN SEXUALITY

LGBTQ+ Membership

...all persons are individuals of 
sacred worth, created in the image 
of God. All persons need the 
ministry of the Church in their 
struggles for human fulfillment, as 
well as the spiritual and emotional 
care of a fellowship that enables 
reconciling relationships with God, 
with others, and with self. The 
United Methodist Church does not 
condone the practice of 
homosexuality and considers this 
practice incompatible with Christian 
teaching. We affirm that God’s 
grace is available to all. We will 
seek to live together in Christian 
community, welcoming, forgiving, 
and loving one another, as Christ 
has loved and accepted us. We 
implore families and churches not to 
reject or condemn lesbian and gay 
members and friends. We commit 
ourselves to be in ministry for and 
with all persons. (¶161g)

(It is expected that at the 2024 
conference this will be brought 
up for discussion and vote (as it 
was in 2019) and we don't know 
what that voting body will do – if 
they will change the language or 
keep it or remove it. It is 
POSSIBLE that it will change or 
be removed.)

We recognize that God made all 
creation and saw that it was good. 
As a diverse people of God who 
bring special gifts and evidences of 
God’s grace to the unity of the 
Church and to society, we are called 
to be faithful to the example of 
Jesus’ ministry to all persons. 
Inclusiveness means openness, 
acceptance, and support that 
enables all persons to participate in 
the spiritual life of the Church and 
its service to the community and the 
world. Therefore, inclusiveness 
denies every semblance of 
discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, disability, or 
gender (defined throughout this 
Transitional Book of Doctrines and 
Discipline by a person’s immutable 
biological traits identified by or 
before birth). The services of 
worship of every local church of the 
Global Methodist Church shall be 
open to all persons and church 
activities wherever possible should 
take place in facilities accessible to 
persons with disabilities. Similarly, 
inclusiveness means the freedom 
for the total involvement of all 
persons who meet the requirements 
of our Book of Doctrines and 
Discipline in the membership and 
leadership of the Church at any 
level and in every place. (¶306)

(¶6100) In harmony with our 
mission statement we invite into 
membership and equip for ministry 
all who respond in faith. We are 
open to all whom God has 
awakened and support them with 
the healing and equipping power of 
the Holy Spirit in His church. The 
biblical requirements of repentance, 
faith, and baptism make 
membership in the Free Methodist 
Church as nearly as possible 
synonymous with entering into the 
body of Christ.

AIM:   Unknown; does not appear to 
be addressed in the Articles of Faith 
and Doctrine.  The Foundry:  Has 
not yet been published.
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Marriage and Sexuality

We affirm the sanctity of the 
marriage covenant that is expressed 
in love, mutual support, personal 
commitment, and shared fidelity 
between a man and a woman...We 
support laws in civil society that 
define marriage as the union of one 
man and one woman. (¶161c); 
sexual relations are affirmed only 
with the covenant of monogamous, 
heterosexual marriage. (¶161g)

(It is expected that at the 2024 
conference this will be brought 
up for discussion and vote (as it 
was in 2019) and we don't know 
what that voting body will do – if 
they will change the language or 
keep it or remove it. It is 
POSSIBLE that it will change or 
be removed.)

We believe that human sexuality is 
a gift of God that is to be affirmed as 
it is exercised within the legal and 
spiritual covenant of a loving and 
monogamous marriage between 
one man and one woman (Exodus 
20:14, Matthew 19:3-9, Ephesians 
5:22-33). (¶202.7)

Sexual intimacy is a gift from God 
for marital union. As such it creates 
a bond that scripture describes as 
one flesh. When expressed within 
marriage, sexual intimacy is a great 
blessing and source of fulfillment. 
The sanctity of marriage between 
one man and one woman is to be 
protected against all manner of 
immoral conduct. (¶3215)

AIM:   Marriage is the union before 
God of one natural born man and 
one natural born woman as 
husband and wife.  The Foundry:  
Has not yet been published.

LGBTQ+ Weddings

Ceremonies that celebrate 
homosexual unions shall not be 
conducted by our ministers and 
shall not be conducted in our 
churches. (¶341.6) 

(It is expected that at the 2024 
conference this will be brought 
up for discussion and vote (as it 
was in 2019) and we don't know 
what that voting body will do – if 
they will change the language or 
keep it or remove it. It is 
POSSIBLE that it will change or 
be removed.)

No explicit restriction, but restriction 
implied by ¶202.7

Not allowed according to Book of 
Discipline. See above on marriage 
and sexuality.

AIM:  Probably is prohibited, but is 
not clear from the Articles of Faith 
and Doctrine.  The Foundry: 
Presumably will follow much of the 
current Discipline of the UMC


