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“There You Will See Him” 

One of the daily devotional resources I use is Living the Message by the late Eugene Peterson.  The 
devotional for September 18th helps me as I enter difficult conversations and meetings.  The title 
is “The Risen Christ.”  

In every visit, every meeting I attend, every appointment I keep, I have been anticipated.  The 
risen Christ got there ahead of me. The risen Christ is in that room already.  What is he do-
ing? What is he saying? What is going on? 

…I have taken to quoting Matthew 28:7 before every visit or meeting: “He is risen, he is going 
before you to 1020 Emmerton Road; there you will see him. Now I have told you.”  Later in the 
day it will be, “He is risen, …he is going before you to St. Joseph’s Hospital; there you will see 

him.  Now I have told you.”  

When I arrive and enter the room I am not so much wondering what I am going to do or say 
that will be pastoral as I am alert and observant for what the risen Christ has been doing or 
saying that is making a gospel story out of this life.  

The theological category for this is prevenience, the priority of grace.  We are always coming 
in on something that is already going on.  Sometimes we clarify a word or feeling, sometimes 
we identify an overlooked relationship, sometimes we help recover an essential piece of 
memory—but always we are dealing with what the risen Christ has already set in motion, al-
ready brought into being. 

In my first pastoral appointment at Bethlehem UMC I ate at the Pinkertons’ house the first Sunday 
I preached there and I held Mrs. Pinkerton’s funeral before the next preaching Sunday.  When I got 
the call that she had died, I was terrified. Conversation had come easy around their table the week 
before as we learned about each other and the people and interests we had in common.  I believed 
I had nothing to say that would comfort or help her husband and their children and grandchil-
dren. I called Brother Hobart Murphree who had served that church before and asked for his help. 
He offered to go with me and to assist with the funeral.  I suspect he never read Eugene Peterson’s 
publications, but I observed him enter that house confident that the risen Christ had preceded us 
and was already making a Gospel story out of the grief and pain the Pinkertons felt.  

My memory of this reality and my confidence in the faithfulness of the Risen Christ to go ahead of 
me in every situation often fails me, leaving me with the false notion that I have to fix people or 
problems in the visits I make and the meetings I attend. When that happens, I dread making the 
call and I dread attending the meeting because I am not adequate to fix people or solve many of 
the difficult problems churches face. I wasn’t adequate when I was a 17-year-old novice pastor and 
I am not as a 63-year-old pastor with a whole lot of training and experience behind me.  To be re-
minded, “He is risen, …he is going before you on that visit/into that meeting; there you will see him. 
Now I have told you,” is to know that with the risen Christ already there, I can do this, I must do 
this, I get to do this.  

He is risen and is going before you.  You can go where he tells you to go expecting greater things 
than you can imagine because He is already there. 

HugheyHugheyHugheyHughey    



Church Budget Conversation 

Sunday, September 29 

11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Church Directory Update 
Appointments are being scheduled now. Convenient online signup is available at 
www.ucdir.com. Click on the "photography appointment" link on the right-hand 
side and use the church code "AL104" and the password "photos" to access our portal. 

The site is accessible Monday-Friday, however, it is 
disabled on the weekends. You may still sign-up on 
Sunday Mornings at our table near the sanctu-
ary.  You may also call Kathy Archer at 256-412-8520 
to schedule your appointment.  Only those who 
schedule photo sessions will be included in our di-
rectory and we would like to get 100% participa-
tion!  
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Fall Festival 
 

The Children's ministry of FUMC and 
First Grace are teaming up to host a 
Fall Festival for the entire community.  
The event will take place on Wednes-
day, October 23 from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
 
We will be offering a free dinner, 
games, trunk-or-treat, and other activ-
ities.  We will need the cooperation 
and help of our entire church to 
make this a success. 
 
Please be on the lookout for requests 
for candy/food donations, sign-ups for 
games and trunks, and teams 
for set-up and clean-up. Also, 
begin to spread the word, we 
want everyone in our city to know 
about this exciting event! 



First Grace CDC Volunteers Needed 
First Grace would like to extend an invitation to volunteer in 
our childcare center.  There are several activities with varying 
time commitments available for volunteers.  Your help with this 
church ministry is needed and appreciated.  Please contact 
Kristin Green at 256-214-3584 to discuss ways you may help.  
All volunteers may sign up to complete Safe Sanctuary training 
by contacting Jonathan Creekmore at youth@decaturfumc.org 
or the church office at 256-355-0277.   
 
 

Acolyte Training Event 
There will be an acolyte training event for 3rd graders 
and for anyone who would like to be an acolyte.  If you 
are currently an acolyte and want to continue being an 
acolyte, call Ann Crabbe at 256-303-5482 so that you 
will be put on the schedule.  If your child cannot attend 
this event but wants to serve as an acolyte, please call 
Ann so we can plan for them to be trained.  We will 
meet in the Sanctuary on Sept. 22nd and Sept. 29 
from 9:00 - 9:40 a.m.  A yearly schedule for each acolyte will be produced.  I look forward to 
working with your children as they serve our church in this important part of worship.  
 

Ann Crabbe 

256-214-3584 

Mountain Mania Totals 
 

We are excited to report that 
First Grace raised $2,948.90 
this year from our Mountain Ma-
nia event! We would like to say a 
huge thank you to all who volun-
teered or sponsored the event. 
 
This event is a fundraiser for the 
First Grace Jim and Kathryn 
King Scholarship fund and the 
5K run is in memory of Estes 
Matthews.   

 

Volunteer for Hospice of the Valley 
 



Please fill out a prayer card found in the 
pew pockets or email your prayer requests to 
aquinn@decaturfumc.org for publication in 
the next newsletter. 

Church Cookbooks 
We still have an abundance of our Church 
Cookbooks available for purchase. You 
will find these in the Church office for only 
$5.00 each.  Pick one up today! 

First Friends 
First Friends will 
meet on Thursday, 
Sept. 26 from 1:00-
2:30 in room 250 of 
the New Wing. 
We hope you will join 
us for fellowship, fun, and food! 

Austinville Backpacks 
The Austinville Backpack Ministry has 
begun again.  If you can help us with 
canned pasta, boxes of mac and cheese, 
granola bars, peanut butter crackers, 
fruit cups, Pop Tarts, and pudding cups, 
that would be great!   

Again, thank you for all you do! 

Sincerely,  Jan DeanJan DeanJan DeanJan Dean    

Wednesday Night First Fellowship:  
August 21 - November 20 
 

• Sandy and Hughey Reynolds is leading a class 
entitled Falling, Staying, and Growing in 
Love—A Class for Couples. 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Room 350 Minister’s Conference Room 

 

• A Young Women’s Bible Study (What’s the Bi-
ble All About Anyway?) will continue and will 
be led by Weety Vickery.  6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Courtyard Conference Room 

 

• Lisa Earley will be leading a course on 
the fourth book in the Sensible Shoes 

series.  6- 7:00 p.m. Room 354 
 

• Toby Chastain will be teaching a course entitled Habits That Feed the Soul, where we both learn 
about AND experience spiritual disciplines that are life giving.  6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Room 353 

 

• For those who want to participate in a study and not be late to choir, we are offering Footsteps of Je-
sus in the Gospels a study beginning at 5:45 p.m. and led by Charles Boling and Mark Heard.  5:45 - 
6:30 p.m. (This class will get out in time for choir practice.) Room 222 (Wesley Sunday School Class-
room)  

 

• Choir practice starts at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday nights. Tommy Davis, our choir director, has assured 
me that ALL are welcome to join! 

 

Our meal starts at 5:00 p.m.  On Wed., Sept. 25, we will have Baked Chicken Breast, Black Eyed Peas, 
Green Beans, Rolls, Salad Bar, Cake & Ice Cream. No reservations required!  Meal Price: $7.00 for ages 11 
and up, $2.00 for ages 3-10, Kids 2 & under eat free, $18.00 Family max, $6.00 salad bar, $7.00 takeout 
 

Sept. 25 Money Desk: Mary & Tom Earley 
Sept. 25 Cleanup:  Jim Ridgeway, Dee Ard, Steve Armstrong, Elaine Hawthorne 

Church Prayer List September 18 
 

Please fill out a prayer card found in the pew pockets or 
email your prayer requests to aquinn@decaturfumc.org 
for publication in the next newsletter. 
 

Hurricane Dorian victims 
 

Jeflyn Baggs, recovery from broken hip 
 

Death of Bobby Dean Horne, Cindy McCulloch’s uncle 
 

Mary Ella Scott, Missionary service in China 
 

Kelsey & Austin Keim (Sherrie Paler’s niece & husband) 
Missionary service in Cape Town, South Africa 
 

Kathy Slaton, brain cancer  Susan Baughn 
 

Bea Presley, Jonathan Creekmore’s grandmother 
 

Nita Tutwiler  Bonnie Lindsey 
 

Jeanne Smith   Bill Dunivant 
 

Dorothy Woodruff  Cindy Geddes 
 

Faith Elliott  Deborah Stewart 
 

Nancy Ensey, Mary Earley’s sister 
 

George McCrary  Van Windsor 
 

Ruth Beasley  Laverne Armstrong  
 

Jane Blake Dot and Burl Oliver        
 

Nita Lawrence LaVerne Dollahite   
 

Libby Sims Patrick, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Lisa Sims Wallace, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Judy Coon Bill & Bettye Dennis 
 

Kerry Hawkins, cancer Martha & Robert Long 
 

Bob & Mary Alice Johnson (friends & neighbors of Mary 
Jane Sasser.  Bob has Lymphoma.)  
 

Eston Lovingood  Ronald Matthews   
 

Carolyn McLaughlin   



Youth News 
 

• We are getting ready for Xtreme Winter! We will be headed to Gatlinburg on December 27th-
29th for some Jesus-time, fun, and amazing worship!  If you know of a teenager that would 
like to attend, contact Jonathan at 662-736-0930 or youth@decaturfumc.org 

 

• We are looking for people that would be willing to provide dinner on Sunday nights for the 
youth. It can be homemade or bought. If this is something you would enjoy, please contact 
Jonathan youth@decaturfumc.org 

 

• This Sunday, September 22nd, the youth are headed to Top Golf!  We will leave the church at 
2:00 p.m. and each youth will need to have $10 to help cover costs and more money for snacks 
or a drink! 

 

• On Saturday, October 5th, we will have Slip n' Slide Kickball at the Underwoods! Bring a tow-
el, clothes you don't mind getting dirty, and a friend!  Please contact Jonathan at 662-736-
0930 or youth@decaturfumc.org for more information. 

 
Children’s Ministry News 
 

Godly Play 
Our new Sunday School, "Godly Play," will begin 
on October 6th.  In this new Sunday School, our 
children will get to have their fun in an organized 
play-time designed around Bible-inspired games! 
The kids will love their time playing, but they will 
also get the opportunity to learn some amazing 
things about the Bible!  We need leaders/
volunteers for Godly Play!  If you can spare 
one hour of Sunday School time even once a 
semester, please contact Jonathan 662-736-0930 or Katie 
Caldwell. 
 
Fall Festival 
Save the Date: We are planning an amazing Fall Festival that will be held on Wednesday, 
October 23rd!  This one will be bigger, better, and more exciting!  Make sure you tell your friends 
with children to come and be a part.  Look for more details on page two. 
 
Children’s Church 
Our new Children's Church called “Kids Own Worship” has been going great the past couple of 
weeks!  The kids are loving the worship, and they can't wait for more.  In week one, they learned 
about King David, and in week 
two, they had a live visit from 
Mephibosheth himself!  It's an ex-
citing time in the Children's Wing 
on Sunday mornings!  If you 
would like to help by leading a 
class, donating to the children's 
fund, or providing supplies, please 
let us know! 

“Kids Own Worship” “Kids Own Worship” “Kids Own Worship” “Kids Own Worship”     
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Hughey Reynolds, Sr. Minister, hreynolds@decaturfumc.org Tommy Davis, Music Director, dr.tommy.davis@icloud.com 
Toby Chastain, Associate Pastor, tchastain@decaturfumc.org Wayne Keller, Accompanist 
Jonathan Creekmore, Youth Minister, youth@decaturfumc.org Ruth Moyers, Organist, moyersruth@yahoo.com 
Alyson Quinn, Church Secretary, aquinn@decaturfumc.org  Melissa Wiley, Housekeeper 
 

Cindy McCulloch, Finance Secretary, cmcculloch@decaturfumc.org 
Kristin Green, First Grace Director, firstgrace@decaturfumc.org 

Upcoming Sunday Worship Services 
 

PURPOSE STATEMENT: 
“Discipling our church to cultivate a legacy of Gospel-inspired 
servant leadership” 
 
MISSION STATEMENT: 
“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ who become servant leaders for 
the transformation of our church, our homes, our city, state, na-
tion, and world.” 

  

Sunday, September 22 
10:00 a.m. - Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
“The Use of Money” 

Luke 16: 1-13 
Rev. Toby Chastain, preaching 
 

Sunday, September 29 
10:00 a.m. - Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
"The Love of Money" 
1 Timothy 6: 6-19 
Rev. Dr. Hughey Reynolds, preaching 

Ushers Scheduled To Serve 
 

Sept. 22: John Alderman, Jeff Earley, Jim 
Riant, Randy Buckner, Ronnie Dukes 
Security: Ned Estes 
 

Sept. 29: Rickey Clay, Ken Chandler, Jack 
Ozier, Norm Roby, Steve Armstrong 
Security: Mike Ward 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, September 22, 9:00 a.m. 

Acolyte Training, Sanctuary 
 

 Sunday, September 22, 2:00 p.m. 
Youth Go to Top Golf 

 

Tuesday, September 24, 10:00 a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 25, 5:00 p.m. 
First Fellowship Meal and Classes 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 25, 6:30 p.m. 
Choir Practice  

 

Thursday, Sept. 26, 6:30 a.m. 
Youth Breakfast at Chick Fil A by Target 

 
Thursday, Sept. 26, 6:30 a.m. 

UMM Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 
 

Thursday, Sept. 26, 8:00 a.m. 
UMM Breakfast at City Café 

 
Thursday, Sept. 26, 1:00 p.m. 

First Friends, Room 250 
 

Thursday, Sept. 26, 5:00 p.m. 
Committee on Nominations and Leadership Develop-

ment, Room 351 

Wednesday Night First Fellowship 
 

Our meal starts at 5:00 p.m. 
On Wed., Sept. 25, we will have Baked 
Chicken Breast, Black Eyed Peas, Green 
Beans, Rolls, Salad Bar, Cake & Ice 
Cream. No reservations required!  Meal 
Price: $7.00 for ages 11 and up, $2.00 
for ages 3-10, Kids 2 & under eat free, 
$18.00 Family max, $6.00 salad bar, 
$7.00 takeout 
 

Sept. 25 Money Desk: Mary & Tom Earley 
Sept. 25 Cleanup:  Jim Ridgeway, Dee Ard 
 Steve Armstrong 
 Elaine Hawthorne 


