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We Believe in New Birth in August! 

In the church, we celebrate new birth at Christmas, on Easter, every time a child is baptized, when a 
youth or adult makes a profession of faith, and in August.  You may wonder if August belongs with the 
monumental moments that changed the course of history and for individuals who experience the grace 
of God at work in and for them.  Richard Avery and Donald Marsh wrote a hymn in 1972 that declares 
“Every morning is Easter morning from now on.”  Because of Easter, Jesus is with His disciples every 
day as they/we carry out His Great Commissions, to go make disciples of all nations.  He promised to 
be with us always in this work.  New life is born wherever the Risen Christ shows up!  And in the 
church the Risen Christ shows up big-time in August. 
 

School starts back in August.  Family vacations are over.  We get back into the rhythm of work and 
school, and life at home that should prepare us for and relieve us from the stress of work and school. 
The church is a vital resource and a crucial ally to families and individuals to prepare us for and renew 
us in every sphere of life—school, work, marriage, citizenship, and being a good neighbor.  If you have 
experienced the church as a burden and hindrance to the good life God wants for you, I am sorry.  I 
hope you will give the church another chance to be a vital resource and ally to you as a disciple of Je-
sus Christ. 
 

In the church you see a flurry of new programs, classes, ministries, and all sorts of new ideas imple-
mented in August or early September.  This is your church offering onramps for you to come aboard 
and be a part of the mission and journey Jesus invites all of us to take with him.  You have seen some 
of this flurry announced in recent church newsletters. 
 

• Our Associate Pastor Toby Chastain started with us August 4.  He’s attended a dozen committee 
and team meetings, preached, and will preach again September 1.  God is using Toby to bring new 
vision and hope for new life to our church. 

 

• First Fellowship (our weekly churchwide fellowship meal) has resumed along with all of the fall term 
of classes.  Five adult classes that support the theme of spiritual disciplines start tonight at 6:00 
and will meet weekly until November 20. 

 

• Next Sunday, the Children’s Ministry Team will announce a new model for Children’s Sunday school 
and Children’s Church that will begin September 8.  It is the results of months of dreaming, study, 
and planning. 

 

• Our Annual Stewardship Campaign will start September 22 and conclude in October.  We will see 
and celebrate the impact this church is having on the lives of people and make commitments to 
continue and expand that work in 2020 and meet our financial goals for the 2020 budget before 
Thanksgiving. 

 

• This week you will receive a form titled Using Your Gifts in Ministry which identifies over 140 op-
portunities for service where volunteers are needed.  Read it, pray about it, and return the form in-
dicating where you feel led to use and develop your gifts in ministry.  Renew your vow to support 
the church with your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness by offering yourself to serve. 

 

Experience and celebrate new birth starting in the month August and nurture that life into maturity in 
Christ. 
 

Yours in Christ,  

HugheyHugheyHugheyHughey    



256-214-3584 

Lake Day 
We are planning a 
Lake Day for youth, 
children, and their 
families on Satur-
day, August 24th 
from 11:00 a.m. - 
7:00 p.m. at the 
Oziers' lake house!  It's going to be a great day 
of food, fellowship, and fun!  There will be 
games, food, fellowship, and (weather-
permitting) boating! Also, feel free to bring any 
fishing poles, kayaks, etc. you would like to 
have!  We will have a small lunch provided, 
and we will grill out for dinner.  Contact Jona-
than at 662-736-0930. 

 

New Member  
 

We are pleased to welcome Ragan 
Chastain into the membership of First 
Church.  She transfers to us from 
Hartselle First United Methodist 
Church.  She is married to Rev. Toby 
Chastain, our new Associate Pastor.  
Her email is rchastain6415@gmail.com 
Welcome!   

Church Prayer List August 21 
 

Please fill out a prayer card found in the pew pockets or 
email your prayer requests to aquinn@decaturfumc.org 
for publication in the next newsletter. 
 

Praise for the August 7th birth of Graham Samuel “Sam” 
Ward to Mary Ila and Drew Ward.  His grandparents are 
Mark and Debbie Heard and Mike and Dell Ward.  
 

Death of Alice Ackley on August 17th 
 

Death of Mary Ann Simms on August 11th 
 

Death of Carol Trimble on August 13th 
 

Mary Ella Scott, Missionary service in China 
 

Kelsey & Austin Keim (Sherrie Paler’s niece & husband) 
Missionary service in Cape Town, South Africa 
 

Alice Mae Brackin, Ragan Chastain’s grandmother 
 

Coach Chastain, Toby Chastain’s father, knee replacement 
 

Denny Smith, recovery from neck surgery 
 

Nita Tutwiler  Bonnie Lindsey 
 

Jeanne Smith   Bill Dunivant 
 

Dorothy Woodruff  Cindy Geddes 
 

Cathy & Luke Slaton  Jean Elliott 
 

Nancy Ensey, Mary Earley’s sister 
 

George McCrary  Van Windsor 
 

Phyliss Schmidbauer  Stephen Coulter, leukemia  
 

David & Marilyn Harris  Mike Schubert 
 

Ruth Beasley  Laverne Armstrong  
 

Jane Blake Dot and Burl Oliver        
 

Nita Lawrence LaVerne Dollahite   
 

Libby Sims Patrick, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Lisa Sims Wallace, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Judy Coon Bill & Bettye Dennis 
 

Kerry Hawkins, cancer Martha & Robert Long 
 

Bob & Mary Alice Johnson (friends & neighbors of Mary Jane 
Sasser.  Bob has Lymphoma.)  
 

Deborah Stewart Marian Sittason 
 

Eston Lovingood  Ronald Matthews     

Please fill out a prayer card 
found in the pew pockets or 
email your prayer requests to 
aquinn@decaturfumc.org for 
publication in the next news-
letter. 



First Friends 
First Friends will 
meet on Thursday, 
Sept. 12 from 1:00-
2:30 in room 250 of 
the New Wing. 
We hope you will join 
us for fellowship, fun, and food! 

Austinville News 
The Austinville Backpack Ministry has begun again!  Where did that summer go?  If you can 
help us with canned pasta, boxes of mac and cheese, granola bars, peanut butter crackers, fruit 
cups, Pop Tarts, and pudding cups, that would be 
great!  Right now we are packing for 70 children 
each week in August and then again in October. 
 

I would like to say a 
big THANK YOU to all 
our wonderful church 
friends that helped 
with the Back to 
School Breakfast for 
Teachers and Staff at 
Austinville Elementary 
on August 6th.  It was 
a great treat for them 
and us! 
 

If you can, please go 
by and see the inside 
of the school.  There 
are murals painted on the walls to show Decatur - 
Past, Present, and Future.  Our own member, Su-
san Estes, helped and it looks fantastic! 
 

Again, thank you for all you do!  Sincerely,  Jan DeanJan DeanJan DeanJan Dean    

Back to School Breakfast at Austinville 

Church Office 
Closed on 
Monday, Sept. 2. 

Wednesday Night First Fellowship:  August 21 - November 20 
 

• Sandy and Hughey Reynolds is leading a class entitled Falling, Staying, and Growing in Love—
A Class for Couples. 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Room 350 Minister’s Conference Room 

 

• A Young Women’s Bible Study (What’s the Bible All About Anyway?) will continue and will be led 
by Weety Vickery.  6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Room 352 

 

• Lisa Earley will be leading a course on the fourth book in the Sensible Shoes series.  6- 7:00 p.m. 
Room 354 

 

• Toby Chastain will be teaching a course entitled Habits That Feed the Soul, where we both learn 
about AND experience spiritual disciplines that are life giving.  6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Room 353 

 

• For those who want to participate in a study and not be late to choir, we are offering Footsteps of 
Jesus in the Gospels a study beginning at 5:45 p.m. and led by Charles Boling and Mark Heard.  
5:45 - 6:30 p.m. (This class will get out in time for choir practice.) Room 222 (Wesley Sunday School 
Classroom)  

 

• Choir practice starts at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday nights. Tommy Davis, our choir director, has assured 
me that ALL are welcome to join! 

 

• Of course, we will have a delicious meal at 5:00 p.m. prepared by Deb Graham and our First Fel-
lowship volunteers.  On Wed., August 28, we will have Baked Ham, Pineapple Casserole, Scalloped 

Potatoes, Crowder Peas, Rolls, Salad Bar, Hawaiian Poke Cake.  



Children’s Ministry 
Volunteers 
 

Sunday School Teacher Schedule (all 
kids are together in one class for the 
summer):  
 

August 25th Carrie Hart 
 

September 1st no SS, due to Labor Day 
weekend  
 

Children’s’ Church Schedule: 
 

August 25th Jessica Mitchell & Mary 
Malone 
 

September 1st Jen Winkler & Ashley 
Ashwander  

17th Annual Lucy and John Caddell 
Alzheimer’s Conference 

 

Tuesday, August 27, 2019 
 

Location: Epic Church 
607 14th Street, SE Decatur, Alabama 

 

"Be the Voice: Advocating for Your Loved One"  
presented by Lynda Everman 

 

Caregivers, Family, Healthcare Professionals 
 

Register today: 
mhainmc.net/annual-caddell-alzheimers-conference/ 

 

Or call 256-353-1160 (lunch provided) 
 

Proceeds benefit the MHA Alzheimer's Program.  The pro-
gram provides educational programs, support groups, Pro-
ject Reach scholarships for incontinence and nutritional 
supplies, Music & Memory and family consultations for 

support and caregiving information.  

Youth News  
Youth will no longer meet on Wednesday nights.  We will be moving Wednesday night 
meetings to a different time of the week that works with more busy schedules!  Please 
contact Youth Minister Jonathan Creekmore for more information.  
youth@decaturfumc.org or 662-736-0930 
 
We continue to have Sunday night youth from 5:30-7:30!  We hope to see everyone there! 
 
 

Children’s Ministry 
We are happy to announce that starting on September 8th, our 
church will begin a new Children's Church!  Children will be able to 
experience age appropriate worship and lessons.  We are so excited! 
This Sunday, the children's committee will give a presentation on 
what to expect!  

 
 

 
Communications 
We are currently working on a new website that will be rolled-
out at the end of this month! We will have an event to display 
and celebrate our new website. 
 

Please be on the lookout for dates for that event! 
 
 

Wednesday Night Children’s Classes 
Children's classes will be meeting in the youth space on Wednesday nights while their space 
is being remodeled. 



THANK YOU!   THANK YOU!   THANK YOU! 
 

We are overwhelmed with gratitude and thankfulness to God for the turn 
out and proceeds from the August 14 Ninth Annual Homer Christopher 
Memorial Fish Fry. 
 

We served at least 290 persons including 111 take out orders.  That is 
close to the largest turn out ever including the first fish fry in 2011.  We 
thank everyone who purchased or sold tickets to this year's fund raiser 
and everyone who attended.  We estimate that about 20 percent or more 
diners came from outside the First Church congregation, perhaps the 
largest such turn out yet. 
 

In round terms we collected about $3,800 or more, final total pending.  That is about $1,000 
more than last year.  This year we had the most impressive in-kind donation totals  in fish fry 
history.  Donations included the fish, French fries, hush puppy mix, cooking oil, buttermilk, 
desserts, soft drinks, propane, and kitchen supplies.  The youth arranged for covering the 
cost of nursery workers.  We thank everyone who contributed in-kind gifts to minimize costs 
and maximize income, an amount yet to be determined but in the $3,000 range.  Thanks 
again! 
 

Proceeds from the Homer Christopher Fish Fry are used by the United Methodist Men to sup-
port a number of outreach or local church projects including the Salvation Army, the First 
Grace Jim and Kathryn King Memorial Scholarship Fund, and other causes.  At the moment 
the UMM is helping the Trustees with the cost of a new sanctuary storage cabinet.  We are 
considering a new outreach project in the Decatur City Schools, such project to be considered 
this fall.  We have been asked to help the church children's ministry with  Sunday 
School class renovations and upgrades.  We have purchased new deep fryers to facilitate the 
fish fry and other church cooking needs that may arise. We will continue our support for the 
Salvation Army with their annual bell ringing activities. Other causes and projects will be con-
sidered as they arise and as funds permit.  Thank you again for your support of UMM out-
reach efforts through the Homer Christopher Fish Fry. 
 

Our second Sunday morning breakfasts resume on September 8, starting at 7:30 AM in 
the Wesley Fellowship Hall.  The cost is $5 per person attending.   All men who are members 
or friends of First Church are invited.  Anyone else at First Church is welcome to attend.  We 
encourage inviting guests from outside our fellowship.  Our own Fred Underwood will be the 
featured speaker on September 8. 
 

The UMM weekly Bible study is held each Thursday morning beginning at 6:30 AM in the 
Ministers Conference Room.  This group has been meeting for several years and enjoys shar-
ing the Bible with lessons prepared by members and others.  We invite anyone within or from 
outside First Church to attend. 
 

The UMM weekly prayer breakfast is held each Thursday morning at 8:00 AM at the City 
Café.  All members or friends of First Church are invited. 
 

We are thankful to God for the hard work that dozens of volunteers did to facilitate this year's 
fish fry.  We hesitate to mention individuals by name for fear of omitting someone by over-
sight, but the volunteer participation and hard work is evident to all. 
 

Billy Hudson rotates off as UMM President as of August 31, and Bob McAnnally will lead our 
group beginning September 1.  Larry Sturges returns as our Vice-President and program 
chair.  Ken Chandler continues as Fish Fry Coordinator.  We have a dedicated volunteer 
group that prepares and cleans up after our monthly second Sunday breakfasts.  Thanks to 
all volunteers and leaders.  We receive substantial help from the church staff including but 
not limited to Alyson Quinn, Cindy McCulloch, and Jonathan Creekmore. 
 

Respectfully,  Your First United Methodist Men 
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Hughey Reynolds, Sr. Minister, hreynolds@decaturfumc.org Tommy Davis, Music Director, dr.tommy.davis@icloud.com 
Toby Chastain, Associate Pastor, tchastain@decaturfumc.org Wayne Keller, Accompanist 
Jonathan Creekmore, Youth Minister, youth@decaturfumc.org Ruth Moyers, Organist, moyersruth@yahoo.com 
Alyson Quinn, Church Secretary, aquinn@decaturfumc.org  Melissa Wiley 
 

Cindy McCulloch, Finance Secretary, cmcculloch@decaturfumc.org   
Kristin Green, Interim First Grace Director, firstgrace@decaturfumc.org 

Upcoming Sunday Worship Services 
 

PURPOSE STATEMENT: 
“Discipling our church to cultivate a legacy of Gospel-inspired 
servant leadership” 
 
MISSION STATEMENT: 
“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ who become servant leaders for 
the transformation of our church, our homes, our city, state, na-
tion, and world.” 

  

Sunday, August 25 
10:00 a.m. - Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
“Teaching to Heal and Healing to Teach” 
Luke 13: 10-17 
Rev. Dr. Hughey Reynolds, preaching 
 

Sunday, September 1 
10:00 a.m. - Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
"Nine Sermons In One" 
Hebrews 13: 1-16 
Rev. Toby Chastain, preaching 

Ushers Scheduled To Serve 
AUGUST 25: Kin Copeland, Sage 
Copeland, Sammy Dean, Josh Caldwell, 
Ronnie Dukes 
 

SEPTEMBER 1: Jolly McKenzie, Mike 
Boozer, Steve Armstrong, Jim Ridgeway, 
Ronnie Dukes 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, August 25, 5:30 p.m. 
Ignite Youth Activities 

 
Monday, August 26, 5:00 p.m. 

Missions Team, Courtyard Conf. Room 
 

Tuesday, August 27, 10:00 a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 

 
Wednesday, August 28, 5:00 p.m. 

First Fellowship Meal and Classes, Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday, August 28, 6:30 p.m. 
Choir Practice 

 
Thursday, August 29, 6:30 a.m. 

UMM Bible Study - Courtyard Conf. Room 
 

Thursday, August 29, 8:00 a.m. 
UMM Breakfast at City Café 

 
 

Monday, Sept. 2, Happy Labor Day 
Church Office Closed 

 
Finance Meeting will be on Sept. 10 at 5:00 in 
Room 351 and Administrative Board will be on 

Sept. 10 at 6:00 p.m. in the Minister’s Conf. Room 

Wednesday Night First Fellowship 
 

Our meal starts at 5:00 p.m. 
 

On Wed., August 28, we will have Baked 
Ham, Pineapple Casserole, Scalloped 
Potatoes, Crowder Peas, Rolls, Salad 
Bar, Hawaiian Poke Cake. No reserva-
tions required!  Meal Price: $7.00 for ag-
es 11 and up, $2.00 for ages 3-10, Kids 
2 & under eat free, $18.00 Family max, 
$6.00 salad bar, $7.00 takeout 


