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Letter of Introduction from Rev. Toby Chastain, Our New Associate Pastor 
 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!  You may have heard through the grapevine or read it here in the 
newsletter, that I am the new Associate Pastor at Decatur First United Methodist Church.  I would like 
to take a few minutes to introduce myself and let you know a little bit about my ministry here at FUMC. 
 

My father was a high school football coach in L.A. (also known as Lower Alabama) so we moved around 
quite a bit.  However, I claim Samson High School as my “hometown” since we moved there when I was in 
6th grade and stayed until I graduated.  I went to Huntingdon College 
in Montgomery, Alabama where I double majored in Accounting and 
Christian Education.  While at Huntingdon, I answered my call to 
ministry.  After graduation, I accepted a youth ministry position at a 
local church, and I have been in ministry for more than 20 years.  In 
2006, I moved to First United Methodist Church of Hartselle and 
served there for more than 12 years.  I am sure some of you remem-
ber me from shared youth ministry programs, district events, and 
safe sanctuary trainings.  While I started the position at Hartselle as 
Youth Minister, my job soon became multifaceted as I shared in oth-
er areas of leadership as a part of the staff including congregational 
care, preaching, and worship planning.  Also, during my time at 
Hartselle, I had the opportunity to further my education at Memphis 
Theological Seminary and to seek ordination as a deacon in the Unit-
ed Methodist Church.  While deacons are clergy in our denomination, 
they are responsible for finding their own appointment.  So, I am 
hired by the church, but appointed by the bishop. (Want to hear 
more about what it means to be an ordained deacon?  Join us for 
worship on Sunday, August 11th where I’ll share a little more about 
my call as well as how God can use all of us in servant leadership.)  
 

My wife Ragan and I met at Huntingdon and have been married for over 16 years.  She has spent most of 
her career as a high school and community college mathematics teacher/instructor, but just recently ac-
cepted a job as an instructional designer for Phi Theta Kappa (an international honor society for two-year 
colleges).  We don’t have any kids or four-legged friends, but instead chose to devote ourselves to our call-
ings/careers.  We do however have one niece and three nephews who you will often hear us talking about! 
 

As associate pastor, I will wear many hats.  I will be offering leadership for several teams including Disci-
pleship/Christian Education, Communications, and Connect Evangelism, just to name a few.  I will also 
be providing supervision for our Youth Minister Jonathan Creekmore as part of his seminary program 
through Memphis Theological Seminary and the Center for Youth Ministry Training.  And of course, I’ll be 
assisting our Senior Pastor Hughey Reynolds in leading worship, preaching, visitation, and other areas 
of pastoral care.  So, as you can see, I have responsibilities that both empower the spiritual growth of our 
faith community while also helping turn our attention on those beyond our walls. 
 

Ragan and I are thrilled to be joining your family here in Decatur.  We believe that this will be an exciting 
season of ministry together as we seek to be a part of what God is doing in this area.  We look forward to 
meeting each of you and ask for your prayers as we begin our ministry here. 
 

TobyTobyTobyToby    

Toby and Ragan Chastain 

 

Please see “Church’s Story of Hiring Toby” on page two…. 
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“Church’s Story of Hiring Toby”  | Meet Our Associate Pastor  
 

I hope you have read the letter of introduction on the front page from our new Associate Pastor, Rev. 
Toby Chastain.  Allow me to share our church’s story of finding Toby and inviting him to be our Associ-
ate Pastor. 
 

Over the past two months, the Staff-Parish Relations Committee and I have worked on developing and 
implementing a Covenant Plan of Leadership which included recruiting the ministry staff our church 
needs in the areas of discipleship, pastoral care, staff supervision, and Christian education.  The posi-
tions we had open on the church staff were those previously held by Patrick Finley (Discipleship) and 
Alexia Claborn (Children’s Ministry).  In assessing our church needs, the SPRC and I agreed we wanted 
someone with a wider scope than discipleship to provide additional pastoral care and staff oversight of 
other ministries.  I learned of Toby Chastain’s availability at Annual Conference in early June and be-
gan then to talk with him about the possibility of serving at Decatur First. 
 

Toby is an ordained Deacon in the United Methodist Church.  In our denomination, Deacons are clergy 
whose ordination is to Word, Service, Compassion, and Justice.  My ordination as an Elder is to Word, 
Sacrament, Order, and Service.  Ordained Deacons negotiate their own employment.  I interviewed Toby 
and recommended him to the SPRC.  The SPRC interviewed Toby July 10th.  We put together a finan-
cial package and offered him the position on July 17th.  After a time of prayer and discernment, Toby 
and his wife Ragan sensed God leading them to Decatur First and he accepted the position.  Now that 
we have hired him, the Bishop and Cabinet of the North Alabama Conference will make Deca-
tur First Toby’s ministry appointment. 
 

Here is a timeline for introducing and receiving Toby as Associate Pastor and Toby and Ragan 
into our congregation: 
 

• Toby met the staff and attended a Discipleship Ministry Team meeting on July 23rd to 
help plan classes for Wednesday evenings this fall. 

• On Sunday, July 28th a member of the Staff Parish Relations Committee will share the 
news from the pulpit. 

• Sunday, August 4th will be Toby’s first Sunday at Decatur First.  He will help lead worship 
and introduce himself to the congregation. 

• On Sunday, August 11th Toby will preach his first sermon here. 
• On Sunday, August 18th we all have a chance to greet and welcome Toby and Ragan at a 

reception in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 
 

Toby’s church email address will be tchastain@decaturfumc.org so feel free to extend greetings to 
him before he arrives and make plans to be at church in person to welcome him in August. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Hughey Hughey Hughey Hughey     
    

P.S. We will give an update on the search for a new Director of Children’s Ministry in a future 
edition of our Tidings of Joy. 

Congratulations to the Recipients of the Georgia Dinsmore Scholarship 
 

The United Methodist Women of Decatur First United Methodist are happy to announce the recipients of 
the Georgia Dinsmore Scholarship for the 2019-2020 school year.  The recipients are: 
 

Jane Hollis Poovey - beginning as a freshman at The University of Alabama 
Ella Katherine Witt - beginning as a freshman at Northeastern University 
Davis Earley - Completing his engineering studies at Auburn University 
 

Congratulations! 



Lake Day 
We are planning a Lake Day for youth, 
children, and their families on Saturday, 
August 24th from 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
at the Oziers' lake house!  It's going to be 
a great day of food, fellowship, and fun! 
Mark your calendars! 

Children’s Ministry 
Volunteers 
 

Sunday School Teacher Schedule 
(all children are together in one 
class for the summer):  
 

July 28th Molly Ferrell  
 
August 4th Leigh Ann Blankenship  
 
Children’s’ Church Schedule: 
 

July 28th 
Katie Caldwell & Ashley Ashwander  
 
August 4th 
Jen Winkler & Vickie Earwood   

Church Prayer List July 24 
Please fill out a prayer card found in the pew pockets or 
email your prayer requests to aquinn@decaturfumc.org for 
publication in the next newsletter. 
 

Death of Shirley Rice, Andrew Hart’s grandmother 
 

Death of Doris O'Donel, Brian Ondocsin’s grandmother 
 

Nita Tutwiler  Bonnie Lindsey 
 

Jeanne Smith   Bill Dunivant 
 

Dorothy Woodruff  Cindy Geddes 
 

Scott Stone  Jean Elliott 
 

Nancy Ensey, Mary Earley’s sister 
 

George McCrary  Van Windsor 
 

Joyce Fuller, broken hip  Phyliss Schmidbauer 
 

Stephen Coulter, leukemia  Claire Browdy, job search 
 

David & Marilyn Harris  Mike Schubert 
 

Ruth Beasley  Laverne Armstrong  
 

Jane Blake Dot and Burl Oliver        
 

Susan Baughn Ed Taylor  
 

Nita Lawrence LaVerne Dollahite   
 

Libby Sims Patrick, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Lisa Sims Wallace, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Judy Coon Bill & Bettye Dennis 
 

Kerry Hawkins, cancer Martha & Robert Long 
 

Bob & Mary Alice Johnson (friends & neighbors of Mary Jane 
Sasser.  Bob has Lymphoma.) Beth Roberts 
 

Deborah Stewart Marian Sittason 
 

Eston Lovingood  Ronald Matthews               
 

Joanne Wheat Alice Ackley 

Parenting Seminar led by Carol Ozier at Sykes 
Place on Bank Street 
 

There will be a Parenting Seminar led by Carol Ozier on Mon-
day, August 19th at 6:00 p.m. at Sykes Place on Bank 
Street.  Carol is a certified Parenting Coach with John Rosemond 
and has been involved with families throughout her career.  She 
has served as both a Board Member and an employee of PACT.  She 
currently leads a Parenting Class for the System of Schools in De-
catur.  Registration is available on the FUMC website.  Carol will 
discuss a variety of parenting challenges including how to be your 
child’s parent and not their friend; the tendency toward “helicopter” 
parenting in our society; and how to have a successful school year 
with your child.  Please register by calling the church office or 
online:  
decaturfumc.org/event/lets-talk-about-parenting-with-carol-ozier/  

Tuesday Morning Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

The Women’s Bible Study will begin a new 
Study book on Tuesday, August 6th.  We will 
be studying Max Lucado’s Life Lessons from 
Acts.  If you are looking for a way to learn more 
about the Bible and God’s plan for your life, we 
invite you to join this supportive, joyful group of 
women.  Don’t worry if you can’t be there each 
Tuesday.  You don’t lose life points! 
 

We meet at 10:00 a.m. in the Courtyard Confer-
ence Room.  If you would like me to order a 
book for you, just let me know. 
 

Peggy Black    Peggy Black    Peggy Black    Peggy Black    256-616-5373 



Mid-Year Finance Update 

WE ARE THANKFUL TO GOD AND TO MEMBERS AND FRIENDS FOR YOUR FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP SO 

FAR THIS YEAR.   OUR BETTER ANGELS HAVE BLESSED US TO DATE. 

Early in the year, we became concerned about Ministry Budget offerings.  January and February income 

came in well below last year.  In March we appealed to members and friends to consider any and all 

pledged and non-pledged giving to this year’s budget needs.   

Response to that appeal has been encouraging.  Many folks have paid their pledges on time, unpledged 

giving has increased, several folks have gone ahead and paid their 2019 pledges ahead of time, and 

overall giving to this year’s budget has gone up since February.   

At midyear Ministry Budget giving is ahead of expenses.  Spending is at 87 percent of budget prorated 

on an annual basis.  Your church has received slightly more than budgeted for the first six months and 

spent considerably less than budgeted.  We enter the second half of the year with no Ministry Budget 

deficit and with a small income cushion.  We thank the staff and lay leadership for close attention to 

spending.   

Your stewardship commitment is appreciated.  Since some folks have paid their pledges ahead of time, 

we don’t know how that will affect Ministry Budget giving later in the year. We ask your prayerful 

consideration of paying your pledge on time and in full and for continued emphasis on any and all 

unpledged Ministry Budget giving so we can finish 2019 with all obligations and opportunities met and 

with no deficit for the eighth year in a row. Thank you for your consideration.  

Your church’s long-term goal is to be debt-free on the 2006-2008 building/renovation program by 2022.  

We hoped to be under $650,000 on our loan by mid-year.  With this month’s payment your church now 

owes $637,084.  We hope to be under $600,000 soon. We thank all members and friends who are 

helping First Church become debt free through pledged or unpledged offerings to our five year “Building 

Believers Campaign.” 

Most Faith Promise mission offerings go to local causes, but we also help national and international 

causes carefully selected by our Missions Committee based on the congregation’s input.  We just 

processed second quarter checks to the Faith Promise outreach groups we support.  Mid-year we are on 

time with paying commitments in full to date.  All pledged and unpledged offerings to Faith Promise are 

appreciated.  First Church is a leading outreach giving congregation in the North Alabama Conference 

thanks to your second mile support for Faith Promise.   

We hope your summer is going well and we wish God’s blessings on you and our First Church 

community as the year goes forward.  Thank you and God bless you for your continued financial support 

as well as your service, attendance, and witness. 

Respectfully, 

Your Finance Committee 

Ronnie DukesRonnie DukesRonnie DukesRonnie Dukes   Chair 

 



You’re Invited to the 9th Annual Homer Christopher Fish Fry 
 

The United Methodist Men (UMM) invite you to this year’s fish fry on Wednesday, August 14, starting 
at 5:00 PM and ending at 6:30 in the Wesley Fellowship Hall.  The traditional menu of fried catfish or 
chicken tenders will be offered with traditional sides and desserts.  Take outs will be available. 
 

Tickets will be on sale beginning Monday, July 29 for this year’s Fish 

Fry.  Tickets will be available: 
 

• Weekdays in the church office. 

• Sunday, August 4 in the main hallway between the sanctuary and the 
fellowship hall. 

• Sunday, August 11 in the main hallway between the sanctuary and the 
fellowship hall. 

• In most adult Sunday School classes 

• From several dozen men of the church who have tickets to sell. 
 

We encourage you to purchase tickets in advance so we can estimate attendance, but a limited num-
ber of tickets will be available the evening of the fish fry. 
 

Tickets are $10 for each dinner including children.  There is a $30 family maximum for a parent or 
parents with minor children under age 18. 
 

Before and since his death nine years ago, Homer was and still is recognized as a faithful servant of 
God, his church, and his fellow human beings.  His Christian discipleship remains an example for all 
of us to follow. 
 

Proceeds from the fish fry allow the UMM to support numerous outreach projects during the year.  Re-
cent support has gone to the Salvation Army, to sponsor a Heroes Day at Ingall’s Harbor for our Deca-
tur police and firefighters, to support the Jim and Kathryn King Scholarships at First Grace Child De-
velopment Center, and other mission causes.  The UMM has also supported our church through finan-
cial help in refinishing the outside wooden sanctuary doors, room darkening shades for the fellowship 
hall, and other church maintenance and upgrade needs.  
 

Put August 14 on your calendar now, get your tickets, and join us for 
an evening of great food and fellowship. 
 
Billy Hudson, UMM President 

Ken Chandler, UMM Fish Fry Coordinator 

Safe Sanctuary 
Training 
• Monday, August 12 
• 6:00 p.m. 
• Fellowship Hall 

From Frustration to 

Joy | Nathan Foster 
This event will take 

place at Friendship 

UMC in Athens, AL on 

Saturday, August 3rd 

from 9:00 a.m. – 

1:00.  Cost is $10.00 

a person, and lunch is 

included. Please fill 

out a registration form 

in our Welcome Center 

and leave it in the bas-

ket along with your fee. 
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Hughey Reynolds, Sr. Minister, hreynolds@decaturfumc.org Tommy Davis, Music Director, dr.tommy.davis@icloud.com 
Toby Chastain, Associate Pastor, tchastain@decaturfumc.org Wayne Keller, Accompanist 
Jonathan Creekmore, Youth Minister, youth@decaturfumc.org Ruth Moyers, Organist, moyersruth@yahoo.com 
Alyson Quinn, Church Secretary, aquinn@decaturfumc.org  Melissa Wiley 
 

Cindy McCulloch, Finance Secretary, cmcculloch@decaturfumc.org   
Kristin Green, Interim First Grace Director, firstgrace@decaturfumc.org 

Upcoming Sunday Worship Services 
 

PURPOSE STATEMENT: 
“Discipling our church to cultivate a legacy of Gospel-inspired 
servant leadership” 
 
MISSION STATEMENT: 
“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ who become servant leaders for 
the transformation of our church, our homes, our city, state, na-

tion, and world.” 

  

Sunday, July 28 
10:00 a.m. - Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
“When You Don’t Have a Prayer” 
Luke 11: 1 - 13 
Rev. Hughey Reynolds, preaching 
 

Sunday, August 4 

10:00 a.m. - Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
"Watermelon, Watermelon, Watermelon Rind" 
Luke 12: 13 - 21 
Rev. Hughey Reynolds, preaching 

Ushers Scheduled To Serve 
JULY 28: 
Jimmy Ray Smith, Ken House, Jim Riant, 
Rickey Clay, Jud Davis 
 
AUGUST 4: 
Steve Armstrong, Ken Chandler, Randy 
Buckner, Jolly McKenzie, Tom Earley  

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, July 28, 4:30 p.m. 
Guitar Class, Choir Room 

 
Tuesday, July 30, 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 
 

Wednesday, July 31, 6:00 p.m. 
Choir Practice 

 
Thursday, August 1, 6:30 a.m. 

UMM Bible Study - Courtyard Conf. Room 
 

Thursday, August 1, 8:00 a.m. 
UMM Breakfast at City Café 

256-355-5555 
256-214-3584 

Find Us On Social Media 
“Like” us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/DecaturFirstUMC 


