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“I Will Listen to the Lord for a Quarter” 
 

The General Conference of the United Methodist Church will hold its quadrennial meeting on 
May 5-15, 2020. The 1972 General Conference voted to insert in the Book of Discipline the 
phrase “we do not condone the practice of homosexuality and consider this practice incompatible 
with Christian teaching” and to restrict practicing homosexuals from serving as licensed or or-
dained ministers within the United Methodist Church.  The debate over this restrictive language 
has taken place at every General Conference since 1972. A special called General Conference in 
2019 devoted to settling this issue solved nothing.  From the time of the February 2019 vote to 
keep the restrictive language in the Book of Discipline, groups representing all sides of the argu-
ment concluded that the chasm between their positions had grown so wide that it will never be 
bridged. 
 

Bishops and coalition leaders from all sides of the argument gathered over the next several 
months and developed “A Protocol for Grace and Reconciliation through Separation.” It proposes 
a split in our denomination. My article in the January 8th edition of The Tidings of Joy summa-
rizes this protocol.   
 

News reports last week told of a meeting of pastors and laity from the North Alabama Confer-
ence held at Clear Branch United Methodist Church on Saturday, January 25. In attendance 
were those who want to make the North Alabama Conference a traditional Methodist Confer-
ence, one that retains the restrictive language about homosexuality in its Book of Discipline. 
Some may wonder why our church did not participate. I was not invited to the meeting and it 
was not advertised through any of the official conference communication channels.  Does that 
mean I oppose keeping the restrictive language regarding homosexuality in the Book of Disci-
pline? No. It means I have not aligned myself with any coalition that sees separation as the only 
way grace and reconciliation can prevail within the United Methodist Church. My desire is to 
wait for clarity on that question and I pray clarity comes during General Conference. 
 

Is separation necessary? During 45 years of marriage, Sandy and I have passed on opportuni-
ties we had to divorce. I respect the decisions of couples who conclude their differences are in-
surmountable and choose divorce.  For Sandy and me, the hardships we could anticipate in di-
vorce were far greater than the difficulty of working through our differences. Even now we know 
we must continue to talk through our differences to stay married. I tell you that so you will 
know how I am wired when it comes to the United Methodist Church. Like you I took a vow 
when I joined the church to be loyal to Christ through the United Methodist Church and to do all 
in my power to strengthen its ministries. I will keep my vow unless I see that loyalty to Christ 
and loyalty to the United Methodist Church are incongruent. How do I decide that? 
 

Consider a practice from Scripture and our Church Fathers and Mothers. I invite you to cove-
nant with me over the next 13 weeks prior General Conference to  
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Women’s Retreat Information 
It’s time to register for the 2020 Decatur FUMC Women’s 
Retreat!  We encourage all women of the church to at-
tend!  We can’t wait to share, laugh, and grow together in 
faith. 
Important details about this year’s retreat: 
 

• Who is invited? ALL women of our church are invited 
to attend this retreat. We learn so much from one an-
other when generations of women from different walks 
of life are able to attend. 

• What will we study? Our Theme for 2020 is “This is Our Story…”  We will have speakers 
from our Church sharing their Story and encouraging each of us as we live out Our Story. 

• When is the retreat? The retreat will be March 13-15, 2020. Our sessions will begin on 
Friday evening, and we encourage you to stay both nights if possible. 

• Where is the retreat? We will be at the Dubose Conference Center, 635 College Street, 
Monteagle, TN.   Lodging will be in Bishop’s Hall. 

• Why should I attend? To continue to build relationships in a supporting, lov-
ing, caring, and encouraging community.  

 

How can I help? Pray. Please pray for the women who attend this year’s retreat, 
and pray for the women who are not able to go.  Pray for our facilitators of the 
retreat.  Men of the church, please encourage your spouse to attend and help out at home 
while she is away for these two nights.  Pray for your spouse, mother, sister, aunt, cousin, or 
friend while she is away that God may speak to her like never before. 
 

For more specific details and to sign up for the retreat, see the registration forms that 
can be found in the church welcome center.  Please contact the church office if you 
would like forms emailed to you.  We can’t wait to see you there! 
Sincerely, 
The Retreat Committee 

 

be in a posture of spiritual discernment. Let us do what we pray General Conference dele-
gates will do as they prepare for and gather in May. Here is the covenant I propose:  

I will listen to what the Lord says and pray that I may hear what He says correctly. 
I will read and listen to the words of Holy Scripture in private devotions, group 
study, and worship. I will not impose my ideas on Scripture but allow Scripture to 
reprove and correct me. I will listen to those whose ideas differ from mine as 
Christ would listen, not enduring their opinions until I get a chance to argue my 
ideas, but listening to them in order to understand their hearts. I will pray for the 
leadership of the United Methodist Church as they decide the best way forward. 

This requires turning down the volume on the voices you hear about this issue and dialing in 
on what the Lord says in the whole of Scripture, making sure you do not cherry-pick verses to 
support your ideas or position on it. If you and I do these things for 13 weeks, one quarter of 
the year, and continue the practice as a way of life, God will shine His light on the path we 
are to take as a church and as Christians. To enter this covenant, go to our church web-
site and register your willingness or sign a paper copy and drop it in the Covenant Box 
in the Welcome Center.   

As always, yours in Christ, 

HugheyHugheyHugheyHughey    
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UMW Circle Meetings 
Monday, February 10:  The Tidwell Circle 
will meet at The Terrace in Priceville 
at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Tuesday, February 11:  The Lydia Circle will meet 
at the home of Mary Earley at 10:00 a.m.  The ad-
dress is 914 Parkside Court, S.E. - Decatur  
 
 

256-214-3584 

First Friends 
 

First Friends will meet on Thurs-

day, Feb. 13 1:00-2:30 in room 250 

of the New Wing.   
 

Kathy Archer is 
hostess. This will 
be a Valentine’s 
Party with lots of 
fun activities.  

 

11th Annual "Soup for Souls" Fundraiser benefits The Neighborhood Christian 
Center's Education & Discipleship Programs 

 
Location: Sykes Place on Bank 726 Bank Street 

Date & Time:  Thursday, March 5th, 5:30-7:30 PM 
 Silent Auction for a variety of art items by local artists and gift items from local shops 

 Tickets for the Soup for Souls event are $30. Tickets purchased in advance (by Saturday, February 
29th) are guaranteed a hand painted soup bowl at the event. Those who buy a ticket at the door will re-
ceive a hand painted soup bowl on a first come first serve ba-
sis.  If you would like to paint your own bowl for the event, 
you can come to the Neighborhood Christian Center to paint 
a bowl (by Saturday, Feb. 29th).   Please call or email the 
Neighborhood Christian Center for more information 
(256.351.7633 or 256.616.3144 or email 
decaturncc1994@gmail.com).  Tickets can be purchased at 
the NCC, Kathleen’s Interiors, Elamar Skin Science, and Jim-
my Smith Jewelers.  This year we would like the funds gener-
ated to be designated for our Education and Discipleship Pro-
grams.  Thank you for your faithful support.   

UMM Monthly Breakfast Important Date Change for February 
  
The Men's Breakfast, normally on the second Sunday of the month, will be on Sunday, 
Feb. 23 to coincide with the Global Impact Celebration (GIC).  There will no breakfast this 
Sunday, Feb. 9. 
  

Bob McAnnally  Bob McAnnally  Bob McAnnally  Bob McAnnally  UMM President 

Thank You Note 
 

I would like to express my sincere 

thanks for all of the phone calls, gifts 

of food, and visits during my recent 

knee surgery rehabilitation.  I feel that 
the love and concern from the congre-

gation really helped in my healing! 

With Love, 

Sandra Kelley 



Sunday Flower Dedications 
We have several dates available for Sunday Flow-
er Dedications.  Please contact the church office 
or send an email to aquinn@decaturfumc.org for 
more information. 

Find Us On Social Media 
“Like” us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/DecaturFirstUMC 

Church Prayer List February 5 
 

Janessa and Ramsey Jamal Woodruff welcomed Eliza Sol Woodruff at 7:03 AM on Tuesday, January 28th. 
Big sisters are Mila and Marley.  Congratulations!  
 

Jeff McCulloch, recovery from quadruple bypass surgery       Billy Hudson, recovery from Aortic valve surgery  
 

Mary Ella Scott, Missionary service in China 
 

Virginia Vickery  Jeflyn Baggs   Kerry Hawkins, cancer   
 

Beth Buckelew, cancer  Mary Achenbach  Jim Surber  
 

Kaye Nash  Susan Baughn   Christi Lorch 
 

Doris Ratliff  Nita Tutwiler   Bonnie Lindsey 
 

Nancy Winkler  Dalinda Willis   Deborah Stewart 
 

Sandra Kelley  Ann Harris   Jim Ackley, lung cancer 
 

Carolyn McLaughlin    Nancy Ensey   Cindy Geddes  
 

George McCrary  Van Windsor    Ruth Beasley 
 

Laverne Armstrong   Jane Blake   Dot and Burl Oliver        
 

Nita Lawrence LaVerne Dollahite    Judy Coon 
 

Libby Sims Patrick, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims               Lisa Sims Wallace, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Bill & Bettye Dennis  Ronald Matthews    Eston Lovingood   

Lenten Devotional 
 

This year during Lent, we are inviting our 
church family to journey through the wil-
derness and experience God’s redeeming 
Grace.  The Sanctuary for Lent is a daily 
devotional that is designed to engage read-
ers with Holy Scripture and spiritual prac-
tices for the 46 days from Ash Wednesday 
to Easter. The devotional is free for anyone 
who would like to take the journey with us. 
Devotionals will be available to our congre-
gation on February 9th in the hallway be-
tween the Parlor and the Sanctuary.  We 
request that you only take one per family.  

Annual Birthday Bags Celebration Dinner, Wednesday March 4th 
 

To benefit families through Committee on Church Cooperation (CCC) 
and Neighborhood Christian Center (NCC)  

 Church families are asked to help make other’s lives a little happier by collecting and assembling birthday 
bags for distribution through CCC and NCC. 
We are inviting each family or individual to select and bring a bag with the following items (one of each 
item): 

    ����  Cake mix     ����  Can of frosting    ����  9x13 Cake Pan     ����  Candles   ����  Party napkins (a package w/ a min. of 8) 

            ����  Party cake plates (a package with a minimum of 8)   ����  Party table cloth   ����  Party Cups (8) 
Bags (to fill with your birthday party kit) are available for pickup outside the fellowship hall.  Our goal is to 
make 100 bags to provide an instant birthday celebration for children/youth/adults who sometimes don’t 
know where their next meal will come from.  We hope you can support our children’s ministry in this com-
munity project and very fun dinner!  
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Hughey Reynolds, Sr. Minister, hreynolds@decaturfumc.org Tommy Davis, Music Director, dr.tommy.davis@icloud.com 
Toby Chastain, Associate Pastor, tchastain@decaturfumc.org Wayne Keller, Accompanist 
Jonathan Creekmore, Youth Minister, youth@decaturfumc.org Ruth Moyers, Organist, moyersruth@yahoo.com 
Alyson Quinn, Church Secretary, aquinn@decaturfumc.org  Melissa Wiley, Housekeeper 
 

Cindy McCulloch, Finance Secretary, cmcculloch@decaturfumc.org 
Kristin Green, First Grace Director, firstgrace@decaturfumc.org 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, Feb. 9, 5:30 p.m. 
Ignite Youth Activities 

 
Monday, Feb. 10, 10:00 a.m. 

UMW Tidwell Circle, The Terrace at Priceville 
 

Monday, Feb. 10, 5:00 p.m. 
First Grace Board Meeting, Courtyard Conf. Room 

 
Tuesday, Feb. 11, 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Bible Study, Minister’s Conf. Room 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 11, 10:00 a.m. 
UMW Lydia Circle, Mary Earley’s house 

 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, 5:00 p.m. 

First Fellowship Meal and Classes 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 12, 6:30 p.m. / Choir Practice  
 

Thursday, Feb. 13, 6:30 a.m. 
UMM Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 

  
Thursday, Feb. 13, 8:00 a.m. 
UMM Breakfast at City Café 

 
Thursday, Feb. 13, 1:00 p.m. 

First Friends, Room 250  

Upcoming Sunday Worship Services 
 

PURPOSE STATEMENT: 
“Discipling our church to cultivate a legacy of 
Gospel-inspired servant leadership” 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ who become 
servant leaders for the transformation of our 
church, our homes, our city, state, nation, and 
world.” 

  

Sunday, February 9 
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service, Sanctuary 
“Lights, Camera, Action” 
Matthew 5: 13-20 
Rev. Dr. Hughey Reynolds, preaching 
 
Sunday, February 16 
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service, Sanctuary 
“Nip It in the Bud” 
Matthew 5: 21-37 
Rev. Toby Chastain, preaching 

First Fellowship Wednesday Night 
 

Our meal on Feb. 12 at 5:00 p.m. will be Ham, Squash Cas-
serole, Green Beans, Rolls, Salad Bar, Strawberry Poke 
Cake 
 

Our meal on Feb. 19 at 5:00 p.m. will be Vegetable Soup, 

Turnip Green Soup, Potato Corn Chowder, Mexican & Regu-

lar Cornbread, Salad Bar, Boston Cream Poke Cake 

No reservations required!  The meal will start at 5:00 p.m.  
Meal Price: $7.00 for ages 11 and up, $2.00 for ages 3-10, 
Kids 2 & under eat free, $18.00 Family max, $6.00 salad 
bar, $7.00 takeout.  Go to decaturfumc.org for a list of 
classes.  

Online Giving: We are excited to announce that our church 

will now have the opportunity for online giving.  You can now con-
veniently give your tithes and offerings by either going to our website 
decaturfumc.org and clicking on the GIVE tab at the top or you can 
text the word “GIVE” to 256-482-6337.  After your first text gift, you 
can simply text the amount and the fund you wish to give to and the 
system will recognize your contribution.  There is also an opportunity 
to select “recurring giving” so that you can be sure your offering is 
being received on a regular basis. 


