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“Holy Days and Ofttimes, Holidays and Off Times” 

In sacred practice we anticipate the birth of Jesus through the four weeks of Advent, celebrate His 
coming at Christmas, and observe His manifestation as the Son of God at Epiphany by developing 
and practicing holy habits which include generous giving.  

In secular practice, we altar that schedule, and as a result sacred practice gets lost by Christmas 
Day.  We are exhausted from the long season that started in retail on Black Friday and in some cases 
before Halloween.  We take down our decorations because we’ve seen enough of them and we store 
them away until it’s time to do it all again. 

There are Christian faith traditions that shun the observance of Jesus’ birth on December 25th, or 
any other day for that matter.  They believe secular practice has so tainted Christmas that if Jesus 
returned to earth, he would not attend His own party.  Our gift giving and getting to and from family 
and friends who already have more than they and we need is incongruent with the birth of Jesus in a 
cattle stall.  Christians who refuse to observe Christmas are purists of the strictest order.  

Among the purists are those who argue that December 25th was a pagan holiday and it is little won-
der Christmas observed on that day has been corrupted.  Early Church Fathers Tertullian of Carthage 
and Origen of Alexandria in the second century seem to agree.  They mocked the Roman celebra-
tions of birth anniversaries, while observing Easter with absolute reverence.  By the third century in 
the Eastern Church, the birth of Jesus, marking His Incarnation, was celebrated as part of Epiphany 
on January 6, and still is today.  

In 274 A.D., the Roman Emperor Aurelian established the feast of the birth of the “Unconquered 
Sun” on December 25th near the time of the winter solstice.  The argument goes that December 25th 
was chosen by the Western Church as a spinoff of the pagan sun festival of the Unconquered Sun. 
Western Church officials deliberately chose the date to encourage the spread of Christmas and Chris-
tianity in the Empire.  Their reasoning was that if Christmas looked like a pagan holiday, more pa-
gans would be apt to observe it and it exposed them to knowledge of the God whose birth Christmas 
marked.   

Our faith tradition embraces December 25th as the Day of the Nativity, the birth of Jesus Christ.  I do 
not ask whether it is right or wrong to celebrate the birth of Jesus on this day, or any day.  Here is 
the question for us to consider:  

Will the days leading up to and following December 25th be for us a holiday or holy days?  

Will we observe these days by ofttimes practicing holy 

habits or treat them as off times because we deserve a 

break? 

The purists are right to shun Christmas if we treat it as a 
mere holiday and off times.  Alternatively, we who believe 
God came to earth in the child Jesus on Christmas Day ob-
serve this season with frequent prayer, generous giving, 
additional acts of service, and by joyfully bearing witness 
to the world that Jesus Christ the Lord is born on this Day.  

May the God who gave His only Son for you and me bless 
and keep us as we observe the birth of Jesus and welcome 
and celebrate His presence with us.  Merry Christmas! 
 

HugheyHugheyHugheyHughey    



This is the Church: A Class for Guests, Seekers, and Those Who Need a Home 
 

At the first of the year we will offer a four week opportunity during the Sunday School hour entitled 
This is the Church.  It is a class for anyone who has not yet found a place to plug in on Sunday morn-
ings.  We are inviting new members, guests, those who are curious, and anyone else you can think of to 
come and find out what the church is all about.  The class will be taught by our Associate Pastor Rev. 
Toby Chastain and will meet in Room 250 in the new wing above the fellowship hall. There will be a 
short time of refreshments and fellowship at 8:45 a.m. followed by class from 9:00-9:45 a.m.  Below is a 
schedule for the class: 
 

Sunday Mornings: 
January 5, 2020 Week 1: The Church is Established 
January 12, 2020 Week 2: The Church Expands 
January 19, 2020 Week 3: The Church of Today 
January 26, 2020 Week 4: Our Church Home 

 

FIRST FELLOWSHIP Spring 2020 
Resumes January 8th! 

 

Our spring focus will be on COMMUNITY and what scripture says about living in genuine 
Christian fellowship.  At each “break” (Ash Wednesday, Holy Week) we will offer some new 
classes as ways to “jump in” as well as continue other classes.  We will not have classes on 
Ash Wednesday (Feb. 26), DCS Spring Break (April 1), and Holy Week (April 8). 

 
Classes Beginning January 8, 2020 
 

• Life Together (Rev. Hughey Reynolds) 
• Living into Community (Rev. Toby Chastain) 
• Transcending Generations: A Class for ALL Ages (Jonathan Creekmore) 
• It’s Not Supposed to Be This Way: Finding Unexpected Strength When Disappointments 

Leave You Shattered (Rev. Carol Goforth) 
• Ephesians: Building a Community in Christ* (Debbie Heard) 

 
Class Beginning March 4 
 

• Lenten Study: Can You Drink the Cup? (Rev. Hughey Reynolds) 

 
Class Beginning April 15 
 

• The Creed: History, Theology, and Practice* (Rev. Toby Chastain) 
• The Wesley Challenge: 21 Days to a More Authentic Faith (Rev. Hughey Reynolds) 

 

* These Classes meet from 5:45-6:30 to accommodate the Chancel Choir’s schedule.  
 

LAST SPRING FIRST FELLOWSHIP: April 29, 2020 

Christmas Eve Communion Services 
 

The Christmas Eve Communion Ser-
vices will be December 24 at Noon 
and 5:00 p.m. (Nursery Available) 
Candlelight will be at 5:00 p.m. 



Church Cookbooks 
We still have an abundance of our 
Church Cookbooks available for pur-
chase. You will find these in the 
Church office for only $5.00 each.  
Pick one up today for a Christmas gift! 

Online Giving 
We are excited to announce that our church will now have the opportunity for online giving.  You can now 
conveniently give your tithes and offerings by either going to our website decaturfumc.org and clicking on 
the GIVE tab at the top or you can text the word “GIVE” to 256-482-6337.  After your first text gift, you can 
simply text the amount and the fund you wish to give to and the system will recognize your contribution.  
There is also an opportunity to select “recurring giving” so that you can be sure your offering is being re-
ceived on a regular basis. 
End of Year Giving: The Financial Office will be in on December 31st from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 to 
receive any offerings you wish to bring in for bank deposit that day. 

Children’s Ministry News 
VBS will be coming sooner than 
we know!  Please be on the look-
out for a date for Safe Sanctuary 
training. 
 

Our new Sunday School, "Godly 
Play" is going so well!  We could 
absolutely use some more help!  
If you can help, please contact 
someone on the Children's Com-
mittee. 
 

There will be no Children's 
Church this coming Sunday, December 15th due to the 
Christmas cantata. We invite children not singing with the 
children's choir to enjoy the cantata "Joy has Dawned" with 
their families during the 10:00 AM service. Nursery will be 
provided as usual as well.  
 

*Children that are participating in the cantata will need to 
meet in the children's church room at 10:00 to get ready.  

December Church Finance Update 
Your church should end 2019 in sound financial shape, but we need all members and friends to help 
with end of year offerings. 
 

Ministry Budget spending is under good control and well under budget through November.  Offerings 
exceed expenses by a small margin to date.  We need good December Ministry Budget offerings from 
all members and friends to have another successful year financially and to end the year with no 
budget deficit for the eighth year in a row. Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Your church has made good progress this year on debt reduction, and through regular offerings and 
proceeds of a bequest, your church’s debt is now at $391,483.79.  Our goal is to be debt free for the 
first time since 2006 by the end of 2022.  In order to meet that goal, we need all members and 
friends who have pledged to the current, five year Building Believers Campaign to pay your pledges 
on time and in full by the end of 2022, and we need all members and friends to consider unpledged 
giving to this cause to meet the 2022 goal.  Becoming a debt free church will be a great accomplish-
ment for this great old church.  Thank you for consideration. 
 

We hope for all of you a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2020.  We pray for God’s blessings 
to fill you with joy at this time of year.  Hope to see you in church Sunday. 
 

Respectfully, 
Your Finance Committee 

Ronnie DukesRonnie DukesRonnie DukesRonnie Dukes  Chair 

A big THANK YOU to 

everyone who helped to make 

the “Sweet and 

Savory Sale” a huge 

success! 

The proceeds will benefit the 

children’s ministry, youth 

ministry, WinGS, and 

kitchen ministries.  



Find Us On Social Media 
“Like” us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/DecaturFirstUMC 

Please fill out a prayer card found in the 
pew pockets or email your prayer requests to 
aquinn@decaturfumc.org for publication in 
the next newsletter. 

Hilltoppers Christmas Luncheon 
 

Deadline to sign up is Thursday, Dec. 12 
Hilltoppers and friends will have their Christ-
mas Luncheon in the DFUMC Fellowship Hall 
on Monday, December 16 at noon.  Dr. Ed 
Nichols will present a program of Christmas 
music and gospel music.  We will have lots of 
fun, delicious food, and door prizes. 
 

The meal is $10 per person and may be paid 
at the door but we do need you to make a 
reservation so as to order enough food.  Sig-
nup sheets are at church or you can call/
text Kathy Archer at 256.412.8520.  Her 
email is archk1@bellsouth.net.  Bring a 
friend and come enjoy wonderful fellowship! 

Church Prayer List December 11 
 

We celebrate the November 19th birth of Charles Christian 
Agnew II to Julia and Martin Agnew.  Proud family from our 
congregation are big sister Collier and grandmother Judy 
Brown.  
 

We celebrate the November 22nd birth of Virginia Ellis Garner 
to Sarah and Dalton Garner. Sarah's mother is Gail Baggs and 
her grandmother is Jeflyn Baggs. 
 

We are pleased to announce the November 25th birth of Lu-
cille Ray (Lucy Ray) Walton to Anna and Nic Walton of Deca-
tur.  Grandparents from our congregation are Jimmy Ray 
and Wendy Smith and great grandparents are Barbara and 

Jimmy Smith.  Her big brother is Brand. 
 

Sympathy in the death of church member Fred Agee on 
Thursday, Nov. 28th.  His funeral was held on December 1st 
at Roselawn Funeral Home.  Please keep this family in your 
prayers.  
 

Sympathy to Betty (Bill) Sims on the Nov. 24th death of her 
brother Dr. William Brandon.  Please keep this family in 
your prayers.  
 

Jeflyn Baggs  Cindy Geddes 
 

Brantley Motes  Kerry Hawkins, cancer 
 

Mary Ella Scott, Missionary service in China 
 

Kathy Slaton, brain cancer  Susan Baughn 
 

Christi Lorch  Angie Galich, house fire 
 

Nita Tutwiler  Bonnie Lindsey 
 

Nancy Winkler  Jan Pfeiffer 
 

Henry Workman  Deborah Stewart 
 

Sandra Kelley  Ann Harris 
 

Jim Ackley, lung cancer Carolyn McLaughlin   
 

Nancy Ensey, Mary Earley’s sister  Jeanne Smith  
 

George McCrary  Van Windsor 
 

Ruth Beasley  Laverne Armstrong 
 

Jane Blake Dot and Burl Oliver        
 

Nita Lawrence LaVerne Dollahite   
 

Libby Sims Patrick, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Lisa Sims Wallace, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Judy Coon Bill & Bettye Dennis 
 

Ronald Matthews   Eston Lovingood   

DFUMC Donations Needed: 
Backpacks for Austinville 
 

Dear Church Friends, 
Ho Ho Ho for food to go go go to our children at 
Austinville Elementary for the Christmas Holi-
days!  My wonderful helpers and I will be pack-
ing 37 boxes of food to be delivered the week of 
December 15th! 
 

These are some of the items we need help with: 
40 oz. jars of Peanut Butter 
Big box of saltine crackers 
Cans of meat pasta (like Chef Boyardee) 
7.25 oz. box of Macaroni and Cheese 
Fruit Cups 
Pudding Cups 
Granola and/or Fruit Bars 
Ramen Noodle Packs 
Raisins, Oatmeal Packs, Hot Chocolate Packs 
 

Thankfully, Alyson has been saving copy paper 
boxes for us all year long.  However, we still 
need eight more empty paper boxes.  If you 
could help with that, please bring them to the 
church office. 
 

Thank you all for sharing Christ's love and help-
ing to make Christmas merry for so many chil-
dren and their families!  Merry Christmas to 
y'all!  Sincerely, Jan Dean 

CCC Needs Volunteers 
 

Volunteers are needed for distribution of toys 
at the CCC to help parents shop in the toy 
room!  A volunteer is needed to accompany 
each parent during each visit.  Please call 
256-355-8893 for more information. 
 
Dec. 16 
Dec. 17 
Dec. 18 
Dec. 19 
Dec. 20 

8:30 - 11:00 
or 1:00 - 3:00 

 

> 



Youth News 
 

Our Youth Christmas Progressive Dinner will be Sunday, Dec. 15th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Minister of Youth 
Jonathan Creekmore 
(662)736-0930 
youth@decaturfumc.org 

The youth will be headed to Gatlinburg on December 27th-29th for 
Xtreme Winter!  We are so excited about this trip!  This year, in total, 
we have 17 attendees!  Please pray for safe travels and for God's work 
to be done in the lives of our youth. 

Beginning in Spring, the 

youth will no longer be 

meeting for Breakfast Club. 

Jonathan will be teaching a 

class for all ages entitled 

"Transcending Generations" 

on Wednesday night along 

with First Fellowship. 
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Hughey Reynolds, Sr. Minister, hreynolds@decaturfumc.org Tommy Davis, Music Director, dr.tommy.davis@icloud.com 
Toby Chastain, Associate Pastor, tchastain@decaturfumc.org Wayne Keller, Accompanist 
Jonathan Creekmore, Youth Minister, youth@decaturfumc.org Ruth Moyers, Organist, moyersruth@yahoo.com 
Alyson Quinn, Church Secretary, aquinn@decaturfumc.org  Melissa Wiley, Housekeeper 
 

Cindy McCulloch, Finance Secretary, cmcculloch@decaturfumc.org 
Kristin Green, First Grace Director, firstgrace@decaturfumc.org 

Upcoming Worship Services 
 

PURPOSE STATEMENT: “Discipling our church to cultivate a legacy of Gospel-inspired servant leadership” 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ who become servant leaders for the transformation of 

our church, our homes, our city, state, nation, and world.” 

  

Sunday, December 15 
10:00 a.m. - 
“Joy Has Dawned” 
Christmas Choir Cantata 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, Dec. 15, 10:00 a.m. 
Christmas Cantata, Sanctuary 

 
Sunday, Dec. 15, 5:30 p.m. 

Youth Progressive Christmas Dinner, Homes 
 

Monday, Dec. 16, Noon 
Hilltoppers Christmas Luncheon, Fellowship Hall 

 
Monday, Dec. 16, 5:15 p.m. 

SPRC, Minister’s Conf. Room 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 17, 6:00 p.m. 
First Grace Christmas Program, Sanctuary 

 
Wednesday, Dec. 18, 5:00 p.m. 

First Grace Board, Courtyard Conf. Room 
 

Thursday, Dec. 19, 6:30 a.m. 
Youth Breakfast at Chick Fil A by Target 

 
Thursday, Dec. 19, 6:30 a.m. 

UMM Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 
 

Thursday, Dec. 19, 8:00 a.m. 
UMM Breakfast at City Café 

Sunday, December 22 
10:00 a.m. - “Extravagant Incarnation” 
Isaiah 7: 10-16; Matthew 1: 18-25 
Rev. Toby Chastain, preaching 
 
 

Christmas Eve Communion 
Services at Noon and 5:00 p.m. 
(Candlelight at 5:00) 
“Journey to the Manger” 
Dr. Hughey Reynolds, preaching 
 
 
Sunday, December 29 
10:00 a.m.—“A New Beginning” 
Genesis 19: 23-29 
Rev. Charles Boling, preaching 


