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“Around the Campfire” 
 

Confession Time: I have a strange fascination with 
fire.  Bonfires, campfires, a roaring fireplace, or soft 
candlelight; it does not matter.  I even recently 
talked Ragan into buying a TV stand with a fake 
fireplace and heater installed.  In my mind there is 
nothing more relaxing than sitting outside by my 
firepit watching the embers burn.  That is one of the 
many reasons why I love this time of year.  I built a 
fire last Saturday and watched as my niece and 
nephews roasted marshmallows and made s’mores.  
I’ve built dozens of fires my lifetime and I’ve learned 
a few things that I think also have meaning for our 
community of faith.  
 

You have to build it well 

I spent a summer working at a camp near my 
hometown. One of my duties each week was to build 
the fire stack for the Friday night campfire.  The 
camp director taught me how to build one that lit 
quickly and easily every time.  Of course, we started 
with dry material, then a small layer of paper, fol-
lowed by a few pinecones, then small sticks and fi-
nally several logs stood up and leaned against each 
other.  I know others have different methods and 
approaches, but I think most if not all agree you 
start with the smallest most flammable items first.  
That is what we are doing here at First UMC.  We 
have placed an emphasis on our Children and 
Youth to help them grow in the faith.  We are invest-
ing time, talents, and treasures into making sure 
the fire of the Holy Spirit is kindled in the hearts 
and minds of our young ones.  I believe that the 
spark lit there will be one that helps our entire 
church to burn bright with the light of God’s love. 
 

Things burn better together 

One of my friends who shares and often indulges 
my enthusiasm for fire has a saying: “Logs burn 
better beside a buddy.”  What he means is that a log 
by itself may burn a while, but it you want it to 
burn brighter and hotter place it next to another 
burning log.  I don’t really know how this works, but 
he’s an engineer and assures me that it does and 
since I’ve seen it happen, I know it’s true.  I’ve also 

seen this phenomenon in the church.  As follow-
ers of Christ we can try to go our own way, but 
too often that leads to burnout.  We need other 
believers walking beside us to fan the flames of 
our faith and encourage us to grow.  We are 
starting new covenant groups in January; we 
would love for you to pray about joining one.  Al-
so, in the beginning of the year, we will be offer-
ing new opportunities during the Sunday school 
hour.  And our theme for First Fellowship this 
spring will be “Community” or how to live the 
Christian life together.  I encourage you to find 
one or more avenues to be with buddies who will 
help stoke the fires of faith within your soul. 
 

Fire can spread…very easily! 

I’ll admit, I am a little more particular than most 
about taking measures to ensure a small fire 
doesn’t become a larger one!  I make sure I have 
a water source nearby, I watch stray ashes as 
they fly in the air to make sure they don’t land in 
something combustible, and I spread coals out 
when I am ready to leave.  I have seen how 
quickly fires get out of hand.  However, with in 
the church a spreading fire is a good thing.  God 
is moving in a big way here at First UMC.  We 
have seen growth and excitement that will fuel 
our church for what God is calling us to do next. 
However, a fire that does not spread and is not 
given new material will eventually burn out.  We 
need to be a church that is willing to leap out in 
faith and spread the good news to our communi-
ty.  We need to be a people who are willing to in-
vite others to come and share in the warmth 
here.  You probably remember the old camp song 
that begins with It only takes a spark, to get a fire 

going.  Well the name of that song is in fact “Pass 
It On” and that is what we are inviting 
you to do. Methodism has been 
spreading the fire of the Holy Spirit for 
over 200 years.  It is what we do.  Will 
you join us in sharing the light of 
Christ with the world? 
 

Yours in Christ, 

TobyTobyTobyToby    
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“Big Rocks” Calendar Meeting 
To the ministry staff, Administrative Board Chair, current chairs of all ministries and committees, incom-
ing 2020 chairs of all ministries and committees, lay leader, and presidents of all organizations: 
 

Make plans to attend the “Big Rocks” Calendar meeting on Sunday, November 17th from 11:15 until 
12:30 p.m.  We will be building next year's calendar, sharing information between current committee 
chairs and representatives and incoming chairs and representatives, and discovering how we can coordi-
nate events to make them all more successful.  This will be a good time to pass on helpful information to 
the person who is to replace you.  Please consult with your team prior to this event for calendar planning 
purposes.  Please let Alyson know that you are attending and if you need childcare: 
aquinn@decaturfumc.org  

Hanging of the Greens  
• Sunday, December 1st 

• 6:00 p.m. 

• Here in our First Church 
Sanctuary 

 
This is a special 
time to begin 
our journey to 
Christmas as 
we are remind-
ed of the mean-
ing behind many of our decorations.  
Nursery will be provided. 

Hilltoppers Senior Adult Ministry 
 

On Thursday, November 21, Hilltoppers will travel to Fort 
Payne for a day of fun.  We will tour the Train Depot Museum, 
the Hosiery Mill Museum, and the Fort Payne Opera House.  
Then we will eat at Vintage 1889 Café for lunch.  It is located in 
the 125 year old Big Mill, formally the Davis Hosiery Mill.  If 
time allows, we will stop by Boom Town Makers Market which 
features area crafts and art.  Cost of trip is $5 plus your lunch.  
We will leave the church at 8:30 a.m. and return at approxi-
mately 3:00 p.m.  Sign up at church or call Kathy. 
 

Please note date change: Looking ahead, we will have our 
Hilltoppers Christmas Luncheon at noon on Monday, De-
cember 16th. You will receive more information about this in a 
few weeks. 

New Members 
We are so pleased to announce the membership of John 
and Rebecca Burns to First Church.  Pictured here with 
them are their twins Grace and Jack.  The family trans-
fers to us from Franklin FUMC, Franklin, TN.   
 

John’s email:  jburns@alabamaelderlaw.com 
Rebecca’s email:  pooler341@yahoo.com 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 10, Decatur, AL 35602 
 

Please join us in welcoming them! 

Thank You Note 
 

The family of Alice Ackley would like to 
express their thanks for all of the love and 
support shown to the family during Alice’s 
death. “The meal that you provided to us 
after the funeral was so helpful and appre-
ciated.  The constant support and care 
from the whole church after mom was no 
longer able to attend is so apparent in all 
of the cards and letters that were sent to 
her.  We are all so appreciative of the gifts 
of friendship and care she received from all 
of you!” 
With Humble Thanks, 
Carolyn, George, Jim, and Lee Anne 



Please fill out a prayer card found in the 

pew pockets or email your prayer requests to 

aquinn@decaturfumc.org for publication in 

the next newsletter. 

Youth 
Please, don't forget to buy your thanksgiving turkeys from our youth!  
They need to sell a lot of turkeys this year.  Last year, we took seven 
people on our Winter Retreat; however, this year we are taking 20. We 
could certainly use your help to get there! 
 

Our Turkey Run Scavenger Hunt is this Sunday, November 17 

from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m.  Students will meet at the church, and embark 
on their team's journey!  They will need to locate specific people and 
houses around our neighborhoods and collect non-perishable, 
Thanksgiving food items.  The team with the most items will win!  All 
of these food items will be donated to help others in our community 
have the best Thanksgiving possible! 
 
Our Youth Christmas Progressive Dinner will be Sunday, Decem-

ber 15th. If you would like to host the youth for a meal course, please 
let Jonathan know. 
 
 

Children 
Our committee is working hard preparing 
schedules for both Children's Church and 
Godly Play for this next semester.  If you can 
help, please, let one of us know! 
 
 

Website 
Our website is constantly being updated 
with new content!  Please check out the 
"Resources" section of our website to find 
photos and videos from our recent events 
here at the church!  www.decaturfumc.org 

Minister of Youth 
Jonathan Creekmore 
(662)736-0930 
youth@decaturfumc.org 

Save the Date! 
March 13 - 15th 

Registration details coming soon.  

Church Prayer List November 13 
 

Bill Dunivant died Monday, Oct. 28 in Tuscaloosa. Graveside 
services were held Friday, Nov. 1 at Roselawn Cemetery. 
 

Jo Anne Schooley died on Friday, Nov. 1.  A memorial ser-
vice was held Saturday, November 9 at 4:00 p.m. at Ber-
ryhill Funeral Home Chapel in Huntsville.  Visitation will be 
from 3:00 until 4:00 at Berryhill.  Jo Anne's sister is Mar-
guerite Stone.   
 

Jeflyn Baggs  Cindy Geddes 
 

Mary Ella Scott, Missionary service in China 
 

Kathy Slaton, brain cancer  Susan Baughn 
 

Nita Tutwiler  Bonnie Lindsey 
 

Nancy Winkler  Jan Pfeiffer 
 

Jeanne Smith   Deborah Stewart 
 

Sandra Kelley  Ann Harris 
 

Jim Ackley, lung cancer Carolyn McLaughlin   
 

Nancy Ensey, Mary Earley’s sister  Don Epperson 
 

George McCrary  Van Windsor 
 

Ruth Beasley  Laverne Armstrong 
 

Jane Blake Dot and Burl Oliver        
 

Nita Lawrence LaVerne Dollahite   
 

Libby Sims Patrick, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Lisa Sims Wallace, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Judy Coon Bill & Bettye Dennis 
 

Kerry Hawkins, cancer Martha & Robert Long 
 

Eston Lovingood  Ronald Matthews   



Church Cookbooks 
We still have an abundance of our 
Church Cookbooks available for pur-
chase. You will find these in the 
Church office for only $5.00 each.  
Pick one up today! 

Online Giving 
We are excited to announce that our church will now have the opportunity for online giving.  You can 
now conveniently give your tithes and offerings by either going to our website decaturfumc.org and 
clicking on the GIVE tab at the top or you can text the word “GIVE” to 256-482-6337.  After your first 
text gift, you can simply text the amount and the fund you wish to give to and the system will recognize 
your contribution.  There is also an opportunity to select “recurring giving” so that you can be sure 
your offering is being received on a regular basis. 

Poinsettias will be in the sanctuary to 
help decorate for the Christmas Season.  
Please specify to whom you wish to dedicate 
your 10” white poinsettia (in honor or in 
memory).  Place this form with your payment 
of $20 for each poinsettia (mark checks 
“poinsettia”) in the offering plate, or turn it in 
to the church office.  Proceeds will go to the 
FUMC Flower Guild.  Deadline is Tuesday, November 19th!  
The poinsettias will be placed in the sanctuary on Dec. 1st and 
you may take them after the Christmas Eve service. 
 
 Name_______________________________________________ 
 
 Phone___________________________  # of Poinsettias______ 
 
 In Honor of:  
 
 ___________________________________________________ 
 
 In Memory of:  
 
 ___________________________________________________ 

Notecards 
The Tuesday Morning Ladies’ Bible 
Study are selling notecards with a 
drawing of Decatur First United Meth-
odist Church on the front.  The price 
for a package of ten with envelopes is 
$5.00.  Proceeds from the sale will be 
used to benefit WinGS, Women in 
God’s Service.  The cards can be 
found in the volunteer office as you 
enter from Lafayette Street.  Please 
help support the outreach and growth 
of WinGS by your purchase.  

10:00 a.m. 

Administrative Board 

Meeting at FUMC 

Tuesday, November 19 
6:00 p.m. 

Minister’s Conf. Room 



Smoked Turkey Breast 
Fundraiser 
The youth's second annual Smoked 
Turkey Breast Fundraiser is going on 
now!  We will begin selling tickets outside 
the sanctuary this Sunday!  For $40, you 
can take home a delicious ≈6 pound bone-
less turkey breast for your Thanksgiving 
festivities! Pickup will be Nov. 24th. 
 

Sweet and Savory Sale  
Doors will open on Nov. 24 at 8:30 a.m. 
and we will sell items until 11:30 in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please stop by and make 
a purchase from all of the scrumptious of-
ferings! 
 
There are forms in the Welcome Center 
where you can sign up to bring something 
for the sale! 
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Hughey Reynolds, Sr. Minister, hreynolds@decaturfumc.org Tommy Davis, Music Director, dr.tommy.davis@icloud.com 
Toby Chastain, Associate Pastor, tchastain@decaturfumc.org Wayne Keller, Accompanist 
Jonathan Creekmore, Youth Minister, youth@decaturfumc.org Ruth Moyers, Organist, moyersruth@yahoo.com 
Alyson Quinn, Church Secretary, aquinn@decaturfumc.org  Melissa Wiley, Housekeeper 
 

Cindy McCulloch, Finance Secretary, cmcculloch@decaturfumc.org 
Kristin Green, First Grace Director, firstgrace@decaturfumc.org 

Upcoming Sunday Worship Services 
 

PURPOSE STATEMENT: 
“Discipling our church to cultivate a legacy of Gospel-inspired 
servant leadership” 
 
MISSION STATEMENT: 
“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ who become servant leaders for 
the transformation of our church, our homes, our city, state, na-
tion, and world.” 

  

Sunday, November 17 
10:00 a.m. - Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
“Hold On!  It’s Not Over Yet” 
Luke 21: 5-19 
Dr. Hughey Reynolds, preaching 
 

Sunday, November 24 
10:00 a.m. - Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
“I Don't Remember Electing a King!” 
Colossians 1: 9-20 
Rev. Toby Chastain, preaching 

Ushers Scheduled To Serve 
 

NOV. 17:  Mike Ward, Drew Ward, Keith 
Skelton, Ken Chandler, Rickey Clay 
Open/Close: Ken Chandler and Ronnie 
Dukes  
Acolytes: Davis Roberts and Andrew Ward 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, Nov. 17, 11:15 a.m. 
Big Rocks Calendar Event, New 3rd Fl. 

 

Sunday, Nov. 17, 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Youth Scavenger Hunt, meet at church 

 

Sunday, Nov. 17, 4:30 p.m. 
Choir Practice 

 

Monday, Nov. 18, 4:00 p.m. 
Special Finance Meeting, Room 351 

 

Monday, Nov. 18, 6:00 p.m. 
SPRC, Minister’s Conf. Room 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 19, 10:00 a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 19, 5:00 p.m. 
First Grace Board, Courtyard Conf. Room 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 19, 6:00 p.m. 
Administrative Board, Minister’s Conf. Room 

 

Wednesday, Nov. 20, starts at 5:00 p.m. 
First Fellowship Meal and Classes 

 

Wednesday, Nov. 20, 6:30 p.m. / Choir Practice 
 

Thursday, Nov. 21, 6:30 a.m. 
Youth Breakfast at Chick Fil A by Target 

 

Thursday, Nov. 21, 6:30 a.m. 
UMM Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 

 

Thursday, Nov. 21, 8:00 a.m. 
UMM Breakfast at City Café 

 

Thursday, Nov. 21, 5:00 p.m. 
Discipleship Ministry Team, Courtyard Conf. Room 

Wednesday Night First Fellowship 
 

Nov. 20th will be our last First 
Fellowship Meal of the Season. 
Our meal starts at 5:00 p.m. 
 
On Wed., Nov. 20, we will Vegetable Soup, 
Turnip Green Soup, Potato Soup, Cornbread 
(Regular & Jalapeno), Salad Bar, Mary 
Earley’s Better Than Anything Cake. No res-
ervations required!  Meal Price: $7.00 for 
ages 11 and up, $2.00 for ages 3-10, Kids 2 
& under eat free, $18.00 Family max, $6.00 
salad bar, $7.00 takeout 


