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WOW!  What an amazing Fall Festival we hosted this year! 
The warm, welcoming spirit and creativity of our 
church was on full display.  From trunk designers, 
to game hosts, to those serving food, this was a to-
tal congregational effort and I think everyone had 
an amazing time.  This was our first year combin-
ing the efforts of our Children’s Ministry and First 
Grace. 
 

A few highlights from our evening are: 
• We had more than 20 trunks, not including 

games, for members and guests to visit.  Each 
one was imaginative and welcoming. 

• We served around 480 hotdogs and brats - not 
including cookies and bags of chips. 

• We received reports that more than half of our 
First Grace students were able to attend and 
that the teachers really enjoyed and appreciated 
being a part of our churchwide event. 

• Members of our community were able to come 
and experience the hospitality of our church and 
we were able to be a witness of the love of Christ 
to them. 

 

Congratulations to our trunk winners: 
• 1st Place: “There’s No Place Like 

Home” (Matthews Family) 
• 2nd Place: “Traditional Halloween” (Dean Family) 
• Best Biblical Theme: “Jonah and the Big 

Fish” (Heard Family) 
 

We also had a winner on the “Guess How Many Candy Corns in the Jar” game but are waiting 
to receive permission before publishing their name. (If you are wondering, there were 1,427 in 
the jar!) 

 

Also, a huge thanks to First Grace and our Chil-
dren’s Ministry team for their efforts in organizing 
and implementing this vision for our church and 
for all who contributed in some way.  Please con-
tinue to pray that God will use our efforts for king-
dom building. 

 
  Yours in Christ, 
 

    Toby Toby Toby Toby     
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Dear Church Family, 

The stewardship committee wants to thank you for your continued 

support of our Church that is so vital for our congregation and 

community.  The stewardship campaign this year has a different 

feel and focus than in previous years.  It focuses on our personal 

need to give rather than on the Church’s need to receive.  Taking 

this approach, our gifts to the Church are expressions of our grati-

tude and praise to God.  Our giving comes from a heart of worship 

and recognizes that everything we have and give already belongs 

to the Lord.  God wants us to give because God knows giving to 

Him and others blesses the giver more than the recipient.  

This paradoxical Kingdom principle is taught in Acts 20:35: 

“…remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more 

blessed to give than to receive.’ ”  

Jesus said it this way, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 

shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you 

use, it will be measured to you.” 

That’s pretty clear!  Give, and it will be given to you!  The value of our offering is not de-

termined by the amount we give but more by how we give.  The value of our offering in the 

eyes of God is different than in the eyes of mortals.  This point is proven by the parable of 

the widow and the copper coin (Mark 12:41-44) and by the verse from 2 Corinthians 9:7, 

“Each person should give what they have decided in their heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  

If you have already made your pledge for 2020 from a heart full of gratitude to God, thank 

you!  You are already blessed.  If you have not yet made your pledge, do so for all the rea-

sons stated above, but additionally, we need to be able to set our budget for the following 

year, and this is purely for business reasons.  Our annual budget is based on the pledges we 

receive, so it stands to reason that each 

and every pledge is important, no matter 

how big or small.  Of course, we will con-

tinue to accept your pledges throughout 

the year, but only the pledges received by 

November 10th of this year are used to 

set the budget. 

I invite you to pray about your vision for 

what our Church can be and pledge ac-

cordingly. 

Yours in Christ, 

John Underwood John Underwood John Underwood John Underwood     
Stewardship Committee 

Holiness of Heart 
and Life 

2020 Stewardship 
Campaign 

Consecration Sunday Covered Dish 
November 10th after Worship is Dismissed 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Please bring a side dish or dessert to the church 
kitchen from 8:45 - 9:45 a.m. 

Meat and drinks will be provided. 



Church Cookbooks 
We still have an abundance of our 
Church Cookbooks available for pur-
chase. You will find these in the 
Church office for only $5.00 each.  
Pick one up today! 

UMW Circle Meetings 
• UMW Tidwell Circle, Monday, 

Nov. 11th, 10:00 a.m., Courtyard 
Conference Room 

• UMW Lydia Circle, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 
10:00 a.m., Room 250 (First Friends 
Room) 

Church Prayer List October 30 
 

We celebrate the October 20th birth of Anne Baldwin 
Sanders to Lucy and Richard Sanders.  Her grandparents 
are Caroline and Rick Sanders.  Her great grandfather is 
Dick Williams.  Other family in our congregation: Carrie, 
Andrew, Katherine, and Virginia Hart. 
 

Jeflyn Baggs  Cindy Geddes 
 

Peggy Walker  Stephen Harris  
 

Mary Ella Scott, Missionary service in China 
 

Kathy Slaton, brain cancer  Susan Baughn 
 

Family of Marilyn Todd (She passed away of brain cancer) 
 

Nita Tutwiler  Bonnie Lindsey 
 

Nancy Winkler  Jan Pfeiffer 
 

Jeanne Smith   Bill Dunivant 
 

Sandra Kelley  Ann Harris 
 

Deborah Stewart Carolyn McLaughlin   
 

Nancy Ensey, Mary Earley’s sister  Don Epperson 
 

George McCrary  Van Windsor 
 

Ruth Beasley  Laverne Armstrong 
 

Jane Blake Dot and Burl Oliver        
 

Nita Lawrence LaVerne Dollahite   
 

Libby Sims Patrick, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Lisa Sims Wallace, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Judy Coon Bill & Bettye Dennis 
 

Kerry Hawkins, cancer Martha & Robert Long 
 

Eston Lovingood  Ronald Matthews   

Please fill out a prayer card found in the 

pew pockets or email your prayer requests to 

aquinn@decaturfumc.org for publication in 

the next newsletter. 

First Friends 
First Friends will meet on 
Thursday, Nov. 14 from 1:00-
2:30 in room 250 of the New 
Wing. 

We hope 
you will 
join us for 
fellowship, 
fun, and 
food! 

Online Giving 
We are excited to announce that our church 
will now have the opportunity for online giv-
ing.  You can now conveniently give your 
tithes and offerings by either going to our 
website decaturfumc.org and clicking on the 
GIVE tab at the top or you can text the word 
“GIVE” to 256-482-6337.  After your first 
text gift, you can simply text the amount and 
the fund you wish to give to and the system 
will recognize your contribution.  There is 
also an opportunity to select “recurring giv-
ing” so that you can be sure your offering is 
being received on a regular basis. 

Poinsettias will be in the sanctuary to 
help decorate for the Christmas Season.  
Please specify to whom you wish to dedicate 
your 10” white poinsettia (in honor or in 
memory).  Place this form with your payment 
of $20 for each poinsettia (mark checks 
“poinsettia”) in the offering plate, or turn it in 
to the church office.  Proceeds will go to the 
FUMC Flower Guild.  Deadline is Monday, November 18th!  
The poinsettias will be placed in the sanctuary on Dec. 1st and 
you may take them after the Christmas Eve service. 
 
 Name_______________________________________________ 
 
 Phone___________________________  # of Poinsettias______ 
 
 In Honor of:  
 
 ___________________________________________________ 
 
 In Memory of:  
 
 ___________________________________________________ 



Find Us On Social Media 
“Like” us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/DecaturFirstUMC 

Smoked Turkey Breast 
Fundraiser 
The youth's second annual Smoked Tur-
key Breast Fundraiser is going on now!  
We will begin selling tickets outside the 
sanctuary this Sunday!  For $40, you can 
take home a delicious ≈6 pound boneless 
turkey breast for your Thanksgiving festivi-
ties! Pickup will be Nov. 24th. 
 

Sweet and Savory Sale  
Doors will open on Nov. 24 at 8:30 a.m. 
and we will sell items until 11:30 in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  Please stop by and make a 
purchase from all of the scrumptious offer-
ings! 
 
Mark your calendars for a 
Casserole Cook A Thon on November 11. 
Meet in the church kitchen at 9:00 a.m. 

and we will assemble casseroles to 
be sold on Nov. 24.  Recipes and 
ingredients will be provided.  



Church Directory Make Up Date for Photos 
It’s not too late for you to be in our new Directory!  We have Wednesday, November 13th as a 
make up date for Church Directory photos. 
Appointments are being scheduled now. Convenient online signup is 
available at www.ucdir.com. Click on the "photography appointment" 
link on the right-hand side and use the church code "AL104" and the 
password "photos" to access our portal. The site is accessible Monday-
Friday, however, it is disabled on the weekends. You may also call 
Kathy Archer at 256-412-8520 to schedule your appointment.  Only 
those who schedule photo sessions will be included in our directory 
and we would like to get 100% participation!  

Photos are taken on the New 
2nd Floor.  You may enter 

through the Church St. door 
(by the playground)  and take 

the elevator. 

Date Change for Flu Shots 
There will be an opportunity for you to receive your Flu Shot here at the church on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 13 (please note date change) during our First Fellowship hours, starting at 4:30 p.m. 
 

The shots are: 
  - free for all on Medicare 
  - all others will be 19.99 for flu shots (they will be unable to bill to other insurances at this event) 
  - shots will be set-up by the stage in the Fellowship Hall. 

Called Administrative Board 
Meeting 
There will be a called Administrative 
Board meeting this Sunday, Nov. 3 at 
11:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  This 
will be a very brief meeting to approve 
reports for the charge conference based 
on the work of the Nominations Commit-
tee and the SPRC Committee.   
 
Northwest District Charge Conference 

Sunday, November 3rd at 
Wesley Memorial UMC 

2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Small Church Check-Up and Idea Time: 

Led by Rev. Phil Schroeder 
Medium to Larger Churches: Led by 
Rev. Kelly Clem & Rev. Dale Cohen 

“Big Rocks” Calendar Meeting 
To the ministry staff, Administrative Board Chair, current chairs of all ministries and committees, incoming 
2020 chairs of all ministries and committees, lay leader, and presidents of all organizations: 
 

Make plans to attend the “Big Rocks” Calendar meeting on Sunday, November 17th from 11:15 until 
12:30 p.m.  We will be building next year's calendar, sharing information between current committee chairs 
and representatives and incoming chairs and representatives, and discovering how we can coordinate 
events to make them all more successful.  This will be a good time to pass on helpful information to the per-
son who is to replace you.  Please consult with your team prior to this event for calendar planning purpos-
es.  Please let Alyson know that you are attending and if you need childcare: aquinn@decaturfumc.org  

All Saints’ Sunday is Nov. 3 
Join us this Sunday, Nov. 3 at our 10:00 a.m. worship ser-
vice as we read the names of our members who have died 
since this same time last year and illuminate a candle in 
their memory. 

Jean Windsor 
Mary Daniel 

Virginia Smith 
Marian Davis 

Jim King 
Joyce Giles 

Carolyn Hargrove 
Bill Shinn 

Edna Harris 
Virginia King 
Larry Wallace 

Mary Ann Simms 
Alice Ackley 



U.S. Postage Paid 
Non-Profit Org. 

Decatur, AL 
35601 

 
 

Permit No. 226 

805 805 805 805 CCCCANALANALANALANAL    SSSSTREETTREETTREETTREET    N.E.N.E.N.E.N.E.    

DDDDECATURECATURECATURECATUR, AL 35601, AL 35601, AL 35601, AL 35601    

PHONE (256) 355-0277 

FAX (256) 355-2241 

www.decaturfumc.org 

 

 

 

 

Hughey Reynolds, Sr. Minister, hreynolds@decaturfumc.org Tommy Davis, Music Director, dr.tommy.davis@icloud.com 
Toby Chastain, Associate Pastor, tchastain@decaturfumc.org Wayne Keller, Accompanist 
Jonathan Creekmore, Youth Minister, youth@decaturfumc.org Ruth Moyers, Organist, moyersruth@yahoo.com 
Alyson Quinn, Church Secretary, aquinn@decaturfumc.org  Melissa Wiley, Housekeeper 
 

Cindy McCulloch, Finance Secretary, cmcculloch@decaturfumc.org 
Kristin Green, First Grace Director, firstgrace@decaturfumc.org 

Upcoming Sunday Worship Services 
 

PURPOSE STATEMENT: 
“Discipling our church to cultivate a legacy of Gospel-inspired 
servant leadership” 
 
MISSION STATEMENT: 
“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ who become servant leaders for 
the transformation of our church, our homes, our city, state, na-
tion, and world.” 

  

All Saints’ Sunday, November 3 
10:00 a.m. - Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
“The Inheritance of Everyday Saints” 

Ephesians 1: 11-23 
Dr. Hughey Reynolds, preaching 
 

Sunday, November 10 
10:00 a.m. - Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
"You Are the First Crop of the Harvest" 
2 Thessalonians 2: 1-17 
Dr. Hughey Reynolds, preaching 

Ushers Scheduled To Serve 
 

NOV. 3:  Steve Haddock, John Alderman, Jeff 
Earley, Bob Vaughan, Greg Clemons  
Open/Close: Steve Haddock and Don Mitchum  
 

NOV. 10: Larry Weaver, Jim Riant, Jud Davis, 
Randy Buckner, Ken House  
Open/Close: Sage Copeland and Stephen Brown  

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, Nov. 3, 11:15 a.m. 
Brief Administrative Board Meeting 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday, Nov. 3, 2:00 p.m. 
Charge Conference, Wesley UMC 

 

Sunday, Nov. 3, 4:30 p.m. 
Choir Practice 

 

Sunday, Nov. 3, 5:30 p.m. 
Youth Ignite Activities 

 

Monday, Nov. 4, 5:00 p.m. 
Worship Planning Team Meeting 

Courtyard Conf. Rm 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 5, 10:00 a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 5, 5:00 p.m. 
Finance Meeting, Room 351 

 

Wednesday, Nov. 6, starts at 5:00 p.m. 
First Fellowship Meal and Classes 

 

Wednesday, Nov. 6, 6:30 p.m. 
Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, Nov. 7, 6:30 a.m. 
Youth Breakfast at Chick Fil A by Target 

 

Thursday, Nov. 7, 6:30 a.m. 
UMM Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 

 

Thursday, Nov. 7, 8:00 a.m. 
UMM Breakfast at City Café 

Wednesday Night First Fellowship 
 

Our meal starts at 5:00 p.m. 
 
On Wed., Nov. 6, we will a Mexican 
Meal: Chicken Enchiladas, Beef Tacos, 
Beans & Rice, Chips & Salsa, Salad 
Bar, and Banana Pudding. No reserva-
tions required!  Meal Price: $7.00 for 
ages 11 and up, $2.00 for ages 3-10, 
Kids 2 & under eat free, $18.00 Family 
max, $6.00 salad bar, $7.00 takeout 


