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“Expecting More of Ourselves and Each Other” 
 

I have been reading Winthrop Hudson’s “Ministry in the Puritan Age” in which he describes the work 
of some of the leading clergy in 17th century England.  George Herbert and Richard Baxter were two 
who practiced “painful preaching” and vigilant pastoral care and oversight of members of their congre-
gation.  Before you who have heard me preach regularly say you have experienced painful preaching, I 
will tell you that in the 17th century that was a compliment meaning painstakingly or carefully pre-
pared preaching. 
 

These clergy set the bar high for themselves and the members of the congregations they served by cat-
echizing their congregants, annually instructing them in the essentials of the faith.  Baxter provided 
copies of the catechism to each home the week before family members were to appear at the manse 
(parsonage) for an hour of questioning and instructing.  He spent Monday and Tuesday from early 
morning until almost night meeting with families and saw 15-16 families a week in order to see all 
800 in the parish each year.  Few families refused to come at the appointed hour.  Baxter observed, “I 
find more outward signs of success with most that come than any of all my public preaching to them.” 
 

These pastors visited the sick “helping them prepare either for a fruitful life or a happy death.”  They 
visited members where they lived and worked in order to “know them most naturally.”  This “intimate 
knowledge… equipped pastors to reprove and admonish their members, and thereby lead them to 
mend their ways.” 
 

I find inspiration in the commitment of these Puritan pastors to preach, teach, and give oversight to 
their congregation in order to guide their members to keep growing in their faith.  I want to be a 
painstaking preacher, a vigilant teacher, a comfort and guide in time of sickness and death, and one 
who observes and knows the trials and triumphs of the daily lives of members under my care.  There 
are a couple conditions that have changed since the early 1600s that make these aspirations more of 
a challenge than they were then.  One, members were required to attend church services and were 
fined a shilling for every service they missed.  There were very few trained physicians at that time, 
and pastors carried with them manuals of known medical symptoms and prescribed cures which they 
administered to treat the sick in addition to their prayers for them.  A third difference is that a 40-
hour workweek, vacations, and weekend getaways were foreign concepts to the 17th century.  More 
lived where they worked and worked where they lived.  And fourth, often the only entertainment in 
the community was church. 
 

We will not go back to the Puritan Age in which excellent preaching, tireless teaching, and pastoral 
visitation sustained and grew the church without also reinstituting practices that created a climate 
for these ministerial disciplines to be effective.  I am talking about stewardship practices.  They were 
enforced in the Puritan age but must be voluntary in ours.  And that requires personal and family deci-
sions that we will make church attendance, group and individual Bible study, accountability, and 
knowing and being known by our pastors priorities in our lives. 
 

I have felt a new spirit of expectancy in our church over the past weeks.  This is God’s doing.  In re-
sponse, I expect more from myself and I believe you expect more of yourselves as we move into the 
future God is creating for our church.  Let’s volunteer the best we have for the sake of Christ and His 
church in the days to come. 

Yours in Christ,  HugheyHugheyHugheyHughey    



Please let us know that you plan to help by registering on our 
website (decaturfumc.org) or by filling out a form in the church office. 



Church Prayer List October 2 
 

Please fill out a prayer card found in the pew pockets or 
email your prayer requests to aquinn@decaturfumc.org 
for publication in the next newsletter. 
 

Jeflyn Baggs, recovery from broken hip 
 

Mary Ella Scott, Missionary service in China 
 

Kelsey & Austin Keim (Sherrie Paler’s niece & husband) 
Missionary service in Cape Town, South Africa 
 

Kathy Slaton, brain cancer  Susan Baughn 
 

Bea Presley, Jonathan Creekmore’s grandmother 
 

Nita Tutwiler  Bonnie Lindsey 
 

Nancy Winkler  Jan Pfeiffer 
 

Jeanne Smith   Bill Dunivant 
 

Sandra Kelley  Cindy Geddes 
 

Faith Elliott  Deborah Stewart 
 

Nancy Ensey, Mary Earley’s sister 
 

George McCrary  Van Windsor 
 

Ruth Beasley  Laverne Armstrong  
 

Jane Blake Dot and Burl Oliver        
 

Nita Lawrence LaVerne Dollahite   
 

Libby Sims Patrick, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Lisa Sims Wallace, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Judy Coon Bill & Bettye Dennis 
 

Kerry Hawkins, cancer Martha & Robert Long 
 

Bob & Mary Alice Johnson (friends & neighbors of Mary 
Jane Sasser.  Bob has Lymphoma.)  
 

Eston Lovingood  Ronald Matthews   
 

Carolyn McLaughlin   

Please fill out a prayer card found in the 
pew pockets or email your prayer requests to 
aquinn@decaturfumc.org for publication in 
the next newsletter. 

First Grace CDC Volunteers Needed 
First Grace would like to extend an invitation to 
volunteer in our childcare center.  There are sev-
eral activities with varying time commitments 
available for volunteers.  Your help with this 
church ministry is needed and appreciated.  Con-
tact Kristin Green at 256-214-3584 to discuss 
ways you may help.  All volunteers may sign up 
to complete Safe Sanctuary training by contacting 
Jonathan Creekmore at youth@decaturfumc.org 
or the church office at 256-355-0277.   

First Friends 
First Friends will 
meet on Thursday, 
Oct. 10 from 1:00-
2:30 in room 250 of 
the New Wing. 
We hope you will join 
us for fellowship, fun, 
and food! 

Gratitude Tree 
The evidence of God’s faithfulness to us is 
ever present.  As a testament to all we have 
to be thankful for, we are setting up a 
“Gratitude Tree” in the main hallway of the 
church.  We hope you will join us in this tan-
gible acknowledgment of all God has done 
and is doing in the life of our church! 
 
Head to the tree and pick out a leaf.  Take a 
marker and write something for which you 
are grateful.  Then attach it to the tree.  Re-
peat as many times as you feel led.  This ac-
tivity is for children, youth, and adults.  We 
want to celebrate all the ways our church 
family has been blessed! 
 

Online Giving 
We are excited to announce that our church 
will now have the opportunity for online giv-
ing.  You can now conveniently give your 
tithes and offerings by either going to our 
website decaturfumc.org and clicking on the 
GIVE tab at the top or you can text the word 
“GIVE” to 256-482-6337.  After your first 
text gift, you can simply text the amount and 
the fund you wish to give to and the system 
will recognize your contribution.  There is 
also an opportunity to select “recurring giv-
ing” so that you can be sure your offering is 
being received on a regular basis. 

Holiness of Heart and Life 
2020 Stewardship Campaign 
 

You should be receiving your pledge card in 
the mail very soon.  Please 
bring your cards with you 
to worship on October 20th, 
where we will have a special 
time of offering and dedica-
tion.  If you will not be here 
that day, consider sending 
in your card early so we can 
have it in our final tally. 



Wednesday Night First Fellowship:  August 21 - November 20 
 

• Sandy and Hughey Reynolds is leading a class entitled Falling, Staying, and Growing in 
Love—A Class for Couples. 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Room 350 Minister’s Conference Room 

 

• A Young Women’s Bible Study (What’s the Bible All About Anyway?) will continue and will be 
led by Weety Vickery.  6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Courtyard Conference Room 

 

• Lisa Earley will be leading a course on the fourth book in the Sensible Shoes series.  6- 7:00 p.m. 
Room 354 

 

• Toby Chastain will be teaching a course entitled Habits That Feed the Soul, where we both 
learn about AND experience spiritual disciplines that are life giving.  6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Room 353 

 

• For those who want to participate in a study and not be late to choir, we are offering Footsteps of 
Jesus in the Gospels a study beginning at 5:45 p.m. and led by Charles Boling and Mark Heard.  
5:45 - 6:30 p.m. (This class will get out in time for choir practice.) Room 222 (Wesley Sunday 
School Classroom)  

 

• Choir practice starts at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday nights. Tommy Davis, our choir director, has assured 
me that ALL are welcome to join! 

 

Our meal starts at 5:00 p.m.  On Wed., Oct. 9, we will have Meatloaf, Sweet & Sour Green Beans, Mac 
& Cheese, Rolls, Salad Bar, Apple Crisp and Ice Cream. No reservations required!  Meal Price: $7.00 
for ages 11 and up, $2.00 for ages 3-10, Kids 2 & under eat free, $18.00 Family max, $6.00 salad 
bar, $7.00 takeout   Oct. 9 Money Desk: Ed & Barbara Kirby 
  Oct. 9 Cleanup: Ronnie & Vicki Dukes; Jan & Sammy Dean 

Youth News 
 

• On Saturday, October 5th, we will have Slip n' Slide Kickball at the Underwood home (1807 Brook-
meade Rd. SE, Decatur)  Bring a towel, clothes you don't mind getting dirty, your war paint, and a 
friend!  Please contact Jonathan at 662-736-0930 or youth@decaturfumc.org for more information. 

 

• We are getting ready for Xtreme Winter! We will be headed to Gatlinburg on December 27th-29th for 
some Jesus-time, fun, and amazing worship!  If you know of a teenager that would like to at-
tend, contact Jonathan at 662-736-0930 or youth@decaturfumc.org 

 

• Our Monster Mash, Pumpkin Smash party will be Sunday, October 27th! Come in your costume 
for an evening of pumpkin-themed everything … including our first annual Pumpkin Smash!  Please 
contact Jonathan at 662-736-0930 or youth@decaturfumc.org for more information. 

 

Children’s Ministry News 
 

Godly Play 
Our new Sunday School, "Godly Play," will begin this 
Sunday, October 6th.  In this new Sunday School, 
our children will get to have their fun in an organized 
play-time designed around Bible-inspired games! The 
kids will love their time playing, but they will also get 
the opportunity to learn some amazing things 
about the Bible!  We need leaders/volunteers for 
Godly Play!  If you can spare one hour of Sunday 
School time even once a semester, contact 
Jonathan 662-736-0930 or Katie Caldwell. 
 
Fall Festival 
Save the Date: We are planning an amazing Fall Festival that will 
be held on Wednesday, October 23rd!  This one will be bigger, 
better, and more exciting!  Make sure you tell your friends with 
children to come and be a part.  We will have free food, games, 
trunk or treat, and fellowship!  If you would like to help out or 
bring a trunk, please go to our website www.decaturfumc.org and 
click on the Fall Festival picture to sign up!  Look for more details 
on page two.  Please contact Jonathan at 662-736-0930 or Toby 
Chastain at 256-606-4864. 



Church Directory Update 
Appointments are being scheduled now. Convenient online signup is available at www.ucdir.com. Click on the 

"photography appointment" link on the right-hand side and use the church code "AL104" and the password 

"photos" to access our portal. The site is accessible Monday-Friday, however, it is disabled on the weekends. You 

may still sign-up on Sunday Mornings at our table near the sanctuary.  You may also call Kathy Archer at 256-

412-8520 to schedule your appointment.  Only those who schedule photo sessions will be included in our 
directory and we would like to get 100% participation!   The company in charge of our new church directory 

would like us to have a church member present during the photography sessions to serve as a host or hostess to 

welcome members/friends to their appointments.  We are asking for volunteers to serve for a two hour block.  

Please contact Kathy Archer if you can help.  Cell/Text: 256-412-8520 or Email: archk1@bellsouth.net  
 

These are the time slots that need a host/hostess: 

Thursday, October 3rd:  2:00 - 4:00     4:00 - 6:00     6:00 - 8:00 

Friday, October 4th:       2:00 - 4:00     4:00 - 6:00     6:00 - 8:00 

Saturday, October 5th:  10:00 - noon    noon - 2:00   2:00 - 4:00 

Sunday, October 6th:     11:00 - 1:00    1:00 - 3:00    3:00 - 5:00 

Tuesday, October 8th:    2:00 - 4:00     4:00 - 6:00     6:00 - 8:00 

Wednesday, Oct. 9th:     2:00 - 4:00     4:00 - 6:00     6:00 - 8:00 

Photos will be taken on the 
New 2nd Floor.  Please enter 
through the Church Street 

door (by the playground)  and 
take the elevator. 
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Hughey Reynolds, Sr. Minister, hreynolds@decaturfumc.org Tommy Davis, Music Director, dr.tommy.davis@icloud.com 
Toby Chastain, Associate Pastor, tchastain@decaturfumc.org Wayne Keller, Accompanist 
Jonathan Creekmore, Youth Minister, youth@decaturfumc.org Ruth Moyers, Organist, moyersruth@yahoo.com 
Alyson Quinn, Church Secretary, aquinn@decaturfumc.org  Melissa Wiley, Housekeeper 
 

Cindy McCulloch, Finance Secretary, cmcculloch@decaturfumc.org 
Kristin Green, First Grace Director, firstgrace@decaturfumc.org 

Upcoming Sunday Worship Services 
 

PURPOSE STATEMENT: 
“Discipling our church to cultivate a legacy of Gospel-inspired 
servant leadership” 
 
MISSION STATEMENT: 
“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ who become servant leaders for 
the transformation of our church, our homes, our city, state, na-
tion, and world.” 

  

World Communion Sunday, October 6 
10:00 a.m. - Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
“The Treasure in Your Heart and in Your Hands” 

2 Timothy 1-14 
Dr. Hughey Reynolds, preaching 
 

Sunday, October 13 
10:00 a.m. - Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
"It's Not About a Thank You Note" 
Luke 17: 11-19 
Rev. Toby Chastain, preaching 

Ushers Scheduled To Serve 
 

October 6: Jolly McKenzie, Mike Boozer, 
Jim Ridgeway, Bert Pippen, Ronnie Dukes 
Security: John Alderman 
 

October 13: Mike Ward, Gerald New, Stan 
Davis, Sammy Dean, Billy Hudson 
Security: Steve Armstrong  

Upcoming Events 
Thursday, October 3, 2:30 - 8:20 

Church Directory Photos, New 2nd Floor 
 

Friday, October 4, 2:30 - 8:20 
Church Directory Photos, New 2nd Floor 

 

Saturday, October 5, 10:00 - 4:20 
Church Directory Photos, New 2nd Floor 

 

Saturday, October 5 
Slip n’ Slide Kickball, Underwood home 

 

Sunday, October 6, 11:10 - 5:00 
Church Directory Photos, New 2nd Floor 

 

Monday, October 7, 5:00 p.m. 
Worship Planning Team Meeting, Courtyard Conf. Rm 

 

Tuesday, October 8, 10:00 a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 

 

Tuesday, October 8, 2:30 - 8:20 
Church Directory Photos, New 2nd Floor 

 

Tuesday, October 8, 5:00 / Finance, Room 351 
 

Tuesday, October 8, 6:00 / SPRC, Minister’s Conf. Rm 
 

Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2:30 - 8:20 
Church Directory Photos, New 2nd Floor 

 

Wednesday, Oct. 9, 5:00 p.m. 
First Fellowship Meal and Classes 

 

Wednesday, Oct. 9, 6:30 p.m. / Choir Practice  
 

Thursday, Oct. 10, 6:30 a.m. 
Youth Breakfast at Chick Fil A by Target 

 

Thursday, Oct. 10, 6:30 a.m. 
UMM Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 

 

Thursday, Oct. 10, 8:00 a.m. 
UMM Breakfast at City Café 

 

Thursday, Oct. 10, 1:00 / First Friends, Room 250 
 

Sat., Oct. 12: 3:00 Kaminsky/Reynolds Wedding 

Wednesday Night First Fellowship 
 

Our meal starts at 5:00 p.m. 
On Wed., Oct. 9, we will have Meatloaf, 
Sweet & Sour Green Beans, Mac & Cheese, 
Rolls, Salad Bar, Apple Crisp and Ice 
Cream. No reservations required!  Meal 
Price: $7.00 for ages 11 and up, $2.00 for 
ages 3-10, Kids 2 & under eat free, 
$18.00 Family max, $6.00 salad bar, 
$7.00 takeout 
Oct. 9 Money Desk: Ed & Barbara Kirby 
Oct. 9 Cleanup:  Ronnie & Vicki Dukes 
 Jan & Sammy Dean 


