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“The Jesus Way” 
 “Don’t judge, and you won’t be judged.  Don’t condemn, and you won’t be condemned.  Forgive, and 
you will be forgiven.  Give, and it will be given to you.  A good portion—packed down, firmly shaken, 
and overflowing—will fall into your lap.  The portion you give will determine the portion you receive in 
return.” – Luke 6:37-38 

Practice these four mandates of Jesus and you, your relationships, your church, and the world around 
you will be transformed!  Love will blossom and spread, broken relationships will be healed, the church 
will have the financial resources it needs for Kingdom work, and the hungry will be fed.  Obey Jesus 
and all these good things “will fall into your lap.” 

Easy enough for me to say, right?  If doing what Jesus said was easy, who wouldn’t be doing it?  And 
therein lies the problem that Jesus was crucified and raised to remedy. 

The problem Jesus died and was raised to solve has various names—original sin in the words of theo-
logians; self-centeredness and narcissism in psychological language; unsociable and misanthropic in 
sociological terms.  Nobody likes to be described by those words.  I like to think I am above them or 
immune to them.  I also deceive myself, which is a symptom of the condition called original sin, or any 
of those aforementioned terms.   

The reason the world I live in is not yet the Kingdom of God, which Jesus inaugurated on earth, is that 
I cling to the things that make obeying Jesus not only hard but impossible. 
 

• If you differ from me, I will judge you. 
• If you do wrong, I will condemn you. 
• If you will admit you are wrong and I am right, I might think about forgiving you. 
• If you give me an abundance, I will consider giving you a little back. 
 

Why do I do those things?  I do them to show that no one has the upper hand over me, to prove I am 
in control and no one can take advantage of me.  And why?  Not because I am mean but because I 
am insecure.  Deep-down I know I am flawed.  I doubt anyone can love me because of my flaws, so I 
pretend to be secure and in control.  Pretending to be someone I am not, I become judgmental, con-
demning, unforgiving, and stingy. 

Into this endless cycle of knowing what is good and wanting to do it but doing and getting evil instead 
Jesus inserts his grace.  He does not judge us, he does not condemn us, he forgives us without quali-
fication, and he gives his life for us.  The cycle of sin and its consequences is interrupted.  Sin’s death-

grip on us is broken.  We are freed from sin by his grace.  Now, obeying his mandates—don’t judge, 
don’t condemn, forgive, and give—is a natural expression of gratitude for the grace we have received.  

That would be the wonderful end of the story and of sin except that Satan—who is defeated by the 
grace of Jesus—still has the power to suggest that you deserve no judgment, no condemnation, that 
you have done nothing to be forgiven of, and that you work hard for your income and possessions and 
should keep them for yourself.  When you buy into Satan’s lies, you allow a whipped demon to gain a 
death grip on you again.  Live in grace, not in the grasp of Satan.  Don’t judge, don’t condemn, forgive, 
and give.  God’s abundance will fall upon you, your home, and your church when you do. 

Live in Grace, 

HugheyHugheyHugheyHughey    



Closing the 2019 Books and Going Forward 
 

We thank God for another successful financial year.  Although giving did not quite reach our 
$778,000 budget, the church ended the year in the black with income of 97.4 percent of budget and 
spending at 93.2 percent of budget.  Your church had no Ministry Budget deficit for the eighth year 
in a row, meeting all obligations on time and in full.  We thank all members and friends who helped 
achieve this record. 
 

The Administrative Board recently approved a $780,000 Ministry Budget for 2020.  We ask your 
prayerful consideration of generous support for our local church program through your 2020 Minis-
try Budget offerings.  The New Year will be challenging for us financially, and Ministry Budget giving 
is most critical this year. 
 

Your church made substantial progress on church debt last year.  We paid $332,600 on the $600,000 
plus principal and reduced our loan to $391,500 at year’s ended, aided by faithful giving and a major 
bequest.  If our congregation continues to give towards debt reduction, we will be debt free by the 
end of 2022, our five-year goal under the current “Building Believers” campaign.  Thank you for all 
pledged and non-pledged giving going forward until we can say, “We are debt free!” 
 

Faith Promise remains on track to pay all promised mission causes by the end of the Faith Promise 
year next month.  A new Global Impact Celebration and a new opportunity to pledge to the new 
Faith Promise year is around the corner. 
 

Our fall “Holiness of Heart” stewardship campaign ended with our best Ministry Budget pledging in 
recent years.  We enter 2020 with renewed emphasis on our children’s program, with a wonderful 
music program, with missions emphasis locally, around the state and around the world, and with 
many study opportunities coupled with inspiring worship services.  To meet our financial obligations 
and opportunities, we encourage you to give every possible consideration to supporting our local 
program through pledged and unpledged Ministry Budget offerings, with support for becoming debt 
free, and with missions outreach “across the street and around the world” through Faith Promise.  
Thank you for giving priority to First Church in your giving plans for 2020.  God bless you and yours 
in the New Year. 
 

Respectfully, 

Your Finance Committee / Ronnie DukesRonnie DukesRonnie DukesRonnie Dukes  Chair 

Lenten Devotional 
 

This year during Lent, we 
are inviting our church fami-
ly to journey through the 
wilderness and experience 
God’s redeeming Grace.  The 
Sanctuary for Lent is 
a daily devotional 
that is designed to 
engage readers with 
Holy Scripture and spiritual 
practices for the 46 days 
from Ash Wednesday to 
Easter. The devotional is 
free for anyone who would 
like to take the journey with 
us. Devotionals will be avail-
able to our congregation in 
February and we request 
that you only take one per 
family.  



March 13th – 15th 
DuBose Conference Center 

635 College Street, Monteagle, TN 
 
 

We are so excited for our upcoming retreat at our new venue. Come and experience a 

testimonial weekend from our very own sisters in Christ.  The retreat will begin Friday, 

March 13th with check-in from 4:00 – 6:00 PM.  Dinner will be served at 6:30 PM followed 

by the 1st Session at 7:30 PM.   

 

Lodging will be in Bishop’s Hall.  Each room has two double beds, private bathroom, 

linens and towels. There are a few single occupancy rooms available with a double bed, 

private bathroom, linens and towels.  Feel free to bring your own pillow and plush bath 

towel.  Meals will be served in the dining hall and they are included in your cost. Our 

sessions will be held in the large chapel.  The transportation options are on your own or 

riding the church van (we recommend riding in groups). There will be some free time on 

Saturday afternoon for hiking, walking trail, reading, games, zip lining, art barn, and 

shopping/touring.  We will send details about snack options closer to time.  Drinks will be 

provided. 

 

A $40.00 deposit is required with your registration form by February 16, 2020 (see 

attached).  This will be deducted from the total cost.  

 

Cost per person:  Includes housing and meals. 
 

Two nights Double Occupancy  $200.00 (per person) 

One night Double Occupancy  $115.00 (per person) 

 

Two nights Single Occupancy  $250.00 (per person) 

One night Single Occupancy  $135.00 (per person) 
 

*Staying both nights is highly encouraged                             Over → 

             



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please fill out the Registration Form and return to the church office or Shannon Davis by February 16th  

 

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY, ST, ZIP:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE:  CELL_____________________________________ OTHER_______________________________ 

 

EMAIL:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In case of emergency contact______________________________ at_____________________________ 

 

Roommate Request:____________________________________________________________________ 

                                              

Please check box if you would like to ride the church van  

 

Please check box if you are interested in participating in the art activity during Saturday free time   

 

Two nights Double Occupancy $200.00 (per person)______     Friday and Saturday nights 

One night Double Occupancy  $115.00 (per person)______     Friday or Saturday night (circle one) 

Two nights Single Occupancy  $250.00 (per person)______     Friday and Saturday nights 

One night Single Occupancy  $135.00 (per person)______     Friday or Saturday night (circle one) 

 

$40 Deposit/ Check or Cash (circle one)  *Please make checks payable to DFUMC, earmarked      

Women’s Retreat.  

   

NEW!! T-Shirt Order sponsored by WINGS  
 

Circle Size: (recommend ordering a size up) 

   

Small           Medium           Large          X-Large          2X-Large            3X-Large               4X-Large 
 

   *Your T-shirt will be in welcome bag upon arrival at retreat             Over → 



Church Prayer List January 22 
 

Death of Jeanne Smith, who died on Friday afternoon, January 10, at Decatur Morgan Hospital following a long 
battle with COPD. A Celebration of Life Service was held on January 20th at 10:00 a.m. in the Church Sanctuary. 
 

Birth of Sarah Ann Mason, born January 16, 2020 to Chas and Sarah Beth Mason of Birmingham. Brooks Coley, 
Chas' sister, is the proud aunt of Sarah Ann and Charles and Loena Boling are her proud great-grandparents.    
 

Ann Harter, under hospice care, First Cousin to Betty Ann Mitchum & Barbara Ashwander 
 

Susan Anderson, recovery from major surgery, First Cousin to Betty Ann Mitchum & Barbara Ashwander 
 

Billy Hudson, Aortic valve surgery at Huntsville Hospital on Jan. 28 
 

Mary Ella Scott, Missionary service in China 
 

Virginia Vickery  Jeflyn Baggs   Kerry Hawkins, cancer   
 

Jackie Franklin  Jeff Baker   Jim Ellis Fisher, of Anniston  
 

Kaye Nash  Susan Baughn   Christi Lorch 
 

Doris Ratliff  Nita Tutwiler   Bonnie Lindsey 
 

Nancy Winkler  Dalinda Willis   Deborah Stewart 
 

Sandra Kelley  Ann Harris   Jim Ackley, lung cancer 
 

Carolyn McLaughlin    Nancy Ensey   Cindy Geddes  
 

George McCrary  Van Windsor    Ruth Beasley 
 

Laverne Armstrong   Jane Blake   Dot and Burl Oliver        
 

Nita Lawrence LaVerne Dollahite    Judy Coon 
 

Libby Sims Patrick, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims               Lisa Sims Wallace, daughter of Bill and Betty Sims 
 

Bill & Bettye Dennis  Ronald Matthews    Eston Lovingood   

Volunteers Needed for Children’s Ministry  
We are needing help on Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:00.  The volunteers would be assisting the teacher in a Bi-
ble lesson for preschool and elementary aged children during our First Fellowship activities.  Please contact Bailey 
Copeland at 334-728-2277 if you can help. 
 

The following dates are needed: 
March 11th          March 18th      March 25th 
April 15th            April 22nd        April 29th 
 
We are also needing volunteers for Godly Play (Children's Sunday School hour):   
March 22nd, March 29th, April 19th, May 3rd, May 24th, May 31st 
 

Godly Play is a learning approach based on Montessori principles where the children are taught bible stories 
through wonder and play. We are using this method as our guideline, while adding some of our own ideas and 
activities. This time is full of child centered, hands on activities, where the children are engaged and excited 
while learning more about the stories and symbols of the church and the Bible. 
 

Youth News 
Pick-up for Boston Butts is on Super Bowl Sunday, February 2nd!  Thank you for ordering! 
The youth will be having a Super Bowl Party at the home of Scott and Meredith Matthews beginning at 5:30. 

Annual Birthday Bags Celebration Dinner, Wednesday March 4th 
To benefit families through Committee on Church Cooperation (CCC) 

and Neighborhood Christian Center (NCC)  
 Church families are asked to help make other’s lives a little happier by collecting and assembling birthday 
bags for distribution through CCC and NCC. 
We are inviting each family or individual to select and bring a bag with the following items (one of each item): 
    ����  Cake mix     ����  Can of frosting    ����  9x13 Cake Pan     ����  Candles   ����  Party napkins (a package w/ a minimum of 8) 
            ����  Party cake plates (a package with a minimum of 8)   ����  Party table cloth   ����  Party Cups (8) 
Bags (to fill with your birthday party kit) will be available for pickup outside the fellowship hall by Wednesday, 
January 29th.  Our goal is to make 100 bags to provide an instant birthday celebration for children/youth/
adults who sometimes don’t know where their next meal will come from.  We hope you can support our chil-
dren’s ministry in this community project and very fun dinner!  
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Hughey Reynolds, Sr. Minister, hreynolds@decaturfumc.org Tommy Davis, Music Director, dr.tommy.davis@icloud.com 
Toby Chastain, Associate Pastor, tchastain@decaturfumc.org Wayne Keller, Accompanist 
Jonathan Creekmore, Youth Minister, youth@decaturfumc.org Ruth Moyers, Organist, moyersruth@yahoo.com 
Alyson Quinn, Church Secretary, aquinn@decaturfumc.org  Melissa Wiley, Housekeeper 
 

Cindy McCulloch, Finance Secretary, cmcculloch@decaturfumc.org 
Kristin Green, First Grace Director, firstgrace@decaturfumc.org 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, January 26, 8:45 a.m. 
“This Is the Church” Class, Room 250 

 
Sunday, January 26, 5:30 -7:00 p.m. 

Ignite Youth, Youth 3rd Fl. 
 

Monday, January 27, 5:15 p.m. 
SPRC, Youth Room 3rd Fl. above First Grace 

 
Tuesday, January 28, 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 
 

Tuesday, January 28, 5:30 p.m. 
Trustees Meeting, Courtyard Conf. Room 

 
Wednesday, January 29, 5:00 p.m. 

First Fellowship Meal and Classes at 6:00 
 

Wednesday, January 29, 6:30 p.m. 
Choir Practice, Room 220  

 
Thursday, January 30, 6:30 a.m. 

UMM Bible Study, Courtyard Conf. Room 
  

Thursday, January 30, 8:00 a.m. 
UMM Breakfast at City Café  

Upcoming Sunday Worship Services 
 

PURPOSE STATEMENT: 
“Discipling our church to cultivate a legacy of 
Gospel-inspired servant leadership” 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ who become 
servant leaders for the transformation of our 
church, our homes, our city, state, nation, and 
world.” 

  

Sunday, January 26 
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service, Sanctuary 
“An Appeal, a Dare, and a Command” 
Matthew 4: 12-23 
Rev. Dr. Hughey Reynolds, preaching 
 
Sunday, February 2 
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service, Sanctuary 
“The Counterintuitives of Jesus” 
Matthew 5: 1-12 
Rev. Dr. Hughey Reynolds, preaching 

Scheduled To Serve January 26 
 

Acolytes: Miriam Matthews & Lydia Matthews  
Ushers: Billy Hudson, Bert Pippen, Andrew Hart, Sage Copeland, 
Ken House; Open/Close: Mike Boozer and Stephen Brown  

First Fellowship Wednesday Night 
 

Our meal on Jan. 29 at 5:00 p.m. will be Chicken and Dumplings, 
Black-eyed peas, Mexican & Sour Cream Cornbread, Salad Bar, 
Yellow Cake with Buttercream Icing 
No reservations required!  The meal will start at 5:00 p.m.  Meal 
Price: $7.00 for ages 11 and up, $2.00 for ages 3-10, Kids 2 & 
under eat free, $18.00 Family max, $6.00 salad bar, $7.00 
takeout.  Go to decaturfumc.org for a list of classes.  

Online Giving: We are excited to announce that our church 

will now have the opportunity for online giving.  You can now con-
veniently give your tithes and offerings by either going to our website 
decaturfumc.org and clicking on the GIVE tab at the top or you can 
text the word “GIVE” to 256-482-6337.  After your first text gift, you 
can simply text the amount and the fund you wish to give to and the 
system will recognize your contribution.  There is also an opportunity 
to select “recurring giving” so that you can be sure your offering is 
being received on a regular basis. 


