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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

WHAT SORT 
OF “FRESH 
START” 
COULD 
YOU USE 
RIGHT NOW?

ONE DAY WE WILL FULLY EXPERIENCE 
WHO GOD CREATED US TO BE.

THE

POINT
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 REVELATION 21:1-8
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 
sea was no more.

2 I also saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride 
adorned for her husband.

3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, God’s 
dwelling is with humanity, and he will live with them. 
They will be his peoples, and God himself will be with 
them and will be their God.

4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death 
will be no more; grief, crying, and pain will be no more, 
because the previous things have passed away.

5 Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, I am 
making everything new.” He also said, “Write, because 
these words are faithful and true.”

6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will freely give to 
the thirsty from the spring of the water of life.

7 The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I 
will be his God, and he will be my son.

8 But the cowards, faithless, detestable, murderers, 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars—
their share will be in the lake that burns with fire and 
sulfur, which is the second death.”



THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

As people, we appreciate new things. We’re so excited to have the brand new 
smartphone 19! That is, until 20 comes out. We love new video games, and new 
jeans, and new … well, pretty much everything. 

There’s a certain excitement associated with “new,” but there are sometimes 
challenges too. Some of us have experienced our dad losing a job, and we’ve had to 
move to a new city, which means new schools and new friends. This can be exciting, 
and it can also be scary. Some of us have had parents split up, and we’ve had new 
people become a part of our families. These new relationships can be good, but it’s 
also really complicated. We might desire change, but more often than not, we’ll find 
the same brown grass on the other side of the fence. As long as we’re in this life, 
we’re continually going to experience both the good and bad of change. The curse 
of sin means life is tough, and that’s that. 

However, this world is not our final destination. The closing chapters of the Book of 
Revelation show us that God provides a permanent home where He will live with us 
forever. He will one day remove the uncertainty and fear, the challenges and painful 
change we experience in this world. When God recreates the world free from sin 
and death, we’ll experience a new, perfect world. For the rest of eternity we’ll 
celebrate new things about God as we learn more of His infinite nature. 

FACT: 
APPLE RELEASED 

THE IPHONE X 
IN NOVEMBER 

2017. WHEN 
THEY OPENED 

PRE-ORDER 
SALES, THE 

PHONES SOLD 
OUT, 3 MILLION 
TOTAL, WITHIN 

10 MINUTES.1 
PEOPLE GOT TA 

HAVE THEIR 
NEW PHONES!

1   How do our culture’s ideas of heaven line up with the description given 
in these verses?

2   Which part of the description of heaven in verses 1-3 are you most 
looking forward to?

REVELATION 21:1-3
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3   How have you experienced sadness and 
trouble because of sin’s curse?

4   How can these promises for the future provide 
comfort for the present?

5   How do these promises reflect 
God’s character?

6   From this passage, what do we know for 
certain about eternity?

7   What truth will you carry away from the last 
six weeks of study?

REVELATION 21:4-5

REVELATION 21:6-8

The return of Christ is near—we 
should take every opportunity 
to share the gospel with others. 
#BSFLwhy
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LIVE IT OUT

Because of sin, we are all broken, but Scripture teaches that those who are part 
of God’s family will be made more and more like Jesus as we pursue Him day 
by day. 

8   Before coming into a relationship with Jesus, in what ways was 
your life like a “fixer-upper”?

9   How have you seen Jesus “renovating” your life?

10   What still needs some work? What will you do about it?

God has promised that, one day, He will wipe away all our tears. There will be no brokenness in heaven, for God will 
right every wrong. Today, however, even though we belong to God’s kingdom, we still experience the brokenness 
that’s a part of this world.

11   Who do you know that’s dealing with disappointment or sadness?

12   How can you be a reflection of God, comforting them in this difficult time?

COMMUNITY

CHRIST
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CULTURE
The world is broken because of sin, but we can look forward to a day when Christ makes all things new. In fact, when 
Jesus taught us to pray, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” He was telling us to bring 
kingdom realities to be on the earth. 

13   What evidences of the world’s brokenness do you see:

14   What will you do to help make God’s kingdom and God’s will a reality?

IN YOUR RELATIONSHIPS? IN YOUR SCHOOL? IN YOUR CULTURE?
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The people in the Thessalonian church were 
excited about the return of Jesus. They knew that 
when He came back, those who were alive in Jesus 
would celebrate His appearing. However, they 
mistakenly believed that those who died before 
Jesus’ return would miss out. 

There are people who have no hope for eternity; 
namely those who reject Jesus. But for those who 
have accepted His gift of salvation, both those 
currently living and those who have gone before, 
we have been raised to eternal life with Jesus, and 
we will be taken to heaven to live for eternity. 

It’s appropriate to grieve the loss of loved ones. 
However, for those who are believers, we can hold 
fast to the hope that they are enjoying communion 
with the Lord, and they will certainly be raised with 
Christ on the last day. 

   Describe a time you grieved the loss of 
someone you love.

   What does it mean that, because of Jesus, 
we have hope?

DAY ONE
1 THESSALONIANS 4:13

DAILY
DEVOTIONS

THE 7 ARROWS OF
BIBLE READING

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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Because of sin’s curse, death is an experience 
common to all humans. In fact, there was 
absolutely nothing we could do to repair the 
brokenness we caused. Thankfully, Jesus met 
God’s requirements, dying in our place, and in His 
ultimate defeat of death, Jesus rose from the grave. 
This is the reason for our hope!

Jesus calls us to die to our flesh (Luke 9:24), and 
if we have died with Christ, we can know for sure 
that we will also be raised with Him. Death causes 
many to despair, but because of Jesus’ victory, we 
can have hope even in death. 

   Why are Jesus’ resurrection and return so 
important to Christians?

   What signs point to the fact that you have 
died to the flesh?

No human knows when Christ will return. In fact, 
Jesus taught that not even the angels, nor Jesus 
Himself knows (Mark 13:32). Only the Father 
knows when Christ will return. Since Paul didn’t 
know God’s timing, he lived as if it could happen 
any time. 

When God established a covenant with Israel 
and gave them the law, angels sounded a 
trumpet to call the people to a meeting with God 
(Ex. 19:16,19). When Jesus returns, the trumpet 
will again sound the call, it’s time to meet God. 
The Lord will descend as a multitude of angels 
lift a glad shout, excited that Jesus is returning to 
judge the earth and call His people home. 

We may not know when, but we know for certain 
it will happen. Therefore, we should be prepared 
for His return at any moment. 

   In Exodus 19, the Jews were terrified when 
they heard the trumpet. What do you think 
you would feel if you heard the trumpet 
sounding Jesus’ return?

   Since Jesus could return at any moment, 
how should this affect the way you live?

DAY TWO
1 THESSALONIANS 4:14

DAY THREE
1 THESSALONIANS 4:15-16
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When Jesus returns, the spirits of those who have 
gone before will be raised and joined to new, 
glorified bodies. Immediately after, the living, 
with transformed bodies as well, will join them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord. What an honor 
to finally be set free from sin and to be united 
with Jesus.

There are many things to look forward to about 
heaven. No more being sick, or breakups, or bad 
lunchroom food. We’ll be joined with believing 
loved ones who have gone before, which is a 
pretty big deal. But best of all, we will be with 
Jesus forever. The best part of heaven is, plain 
and simple, Jesus!

   What do you think life will be like when we 
are free from sin?

   What are you most looking forward to 
about heaven?

DAY FOUR
1 THESSALONIANS 4:17

The hope we have in Jesus is life-changing, and 
when compared with the hopelessness faced by 
those without Christ, there is even more reason to 
celebrate. Nonetheless, during our time on earth, 
we’ll most certainly encounter difficulties, be 
confronted with uncertainties, and face difficult 
questions. But through all these, we have the truth 
of God’s Word. As followers of Christ called to love 
others, it’s our continual responsibility to share the 
good news of Jesus—encouraging fellow believers 
and giving hope to the lost. 

   How would you describe the future of 
those who have trusted in Jesus? Those 
who haven’t?

   How are you continually encouraging others 
with the truth of the gospel?

DAY FIVE
1 THESSALONIANS 4:18
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