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SESSION

WHAT SHOULD WE DO NOW?

WHAT’S THE 
MOST FUN 
YOU’VE HAD 
SERVING 
OTHERS?

WE DO NOT LIVE FOR OURSELVES; WE 
SERVE GOD BY SERVING OTHERS.

THE

POINT
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 ACTS 2:37-47
37 When they heard this, they were pierced to the heart 
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles: “Brothers, 
what should we do?”

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, each of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39 For the promise is for you and for your children, 
and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our 
God will call.” 40 With many other words he testified 
and strongly urged them, saying, “Be saved from this 
corrupt generation!” 41 So those who accepted his 
message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand people were added to them.

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, 
to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and 
to prayer.

43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders 
and signs were being performed through the apostles. 
44 Now all the believers were together and held all 
things in common. 45 They sold their possessions and 
property and distributed the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. 46 Every day they devoted themselves to meeting 
together in the temple, and broke bread from house 
to house. They ate their food with joyful and sincere 
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all 
the people. Every day the Lord added to their number 
those who were being saved.



THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

As a church planter in Baltimore, we have churches that partner with us in several ways. 
Our partners are committed to praying for us, and they also provide funding that helps 
our church do ministry well. Many of our partners also send mission teams to our city to 
help us with community outreach. Recently, when one of our teams was in town, they 
offered to keep my kids (all six of them!) for an evening, so that my wife and I could go 
out to dinner. On top of that, they paid for a very nice meal for us. This act of service 
was a big deal! When has someone served you in a way that meant a lot?

The most important thing we do when our teams come to town is serve the people 
of our neighborhood. We often cook a 40 gallon pot of soup and invite neighbors 
for soup and conversation. Each year, we give away hundreds of backpacks to 
students headed back to school. We’ve provided hoodies as Christmas gifts to 
neighborhood students, which simultaneously covers two needs—gifts for families 
who may not be able to afford it and keeping people warm.

None of this could happen without our partners, and as they serve our church, we 
together serve our community—and it makes a HUGE difference to our neighbors. 
Most importantly, it pleases God, because according to His design, when we love 
and serve others, we also serve Him. Jesus is the most selfless servant ever to have 
lived, and we are called to be like Him.

FACT: 
A TEAM OF 

SOCIOLOGISTS 
TRACKED 2000 

PEOPLE OVER A 
FIVE-YEAR PERIOD 

AND FOUND 
THAT AMERICANS 
WHO DESCRIBED 
THEMSELVES AS 

“VERY HAPPY” 
VOLUNTEERED 

AT LEAST 
5.8 HOURS PER 

MONTH. FURTHER, 
TEENAGERS WHO 

VOLUNTEER HAVE 
BET TER GRADES 

AND SELF-IMAGE.1

1   How have you seen God use an “ordinary” person to accomplish 
something meaningful?

2   How would you describe the way you feel about sharing your faith? 
How have people responded when you’ve shared your faith?

ACTS 2:37-41
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3   How have you devoted yourself to becoming 
like Jesus?

4   When have you experienced the body of Christ 
ministering to you? How has your church family 
equipped you to serve others?

5   In what ways are we following the practices of 
the early church?

6   What do you enjoy most about your private 
relationship with Jesus? What do you enjoy most 
about being involved in church? 

7   How have you seen the church impact those 
who aren’t Christians?

8   As a group, how can we help each other grow 
in serving others?

ACTS 2:42-45

ACTS 2:46-47

The unity, love, and service lifestyle 
that characterized the newly 
founded church had a powerful 
impact on the culture. #BSFLwhy
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LIVE IT OUT

In Matthew 25:40, we read, “And the King will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” In this verse, Jesus is speaking to those who are a part of His 
families. Whereas many see “least of these” as the poor in general, the hungry and thirsty, the stranger and the cold, 
the sick and those in prison, refers to people who have suffered because of their commitment to Christ. Jesus said 
what you’ve done for my brothers and sisters, my family, you’ve done for me. When we serve others who are a part of 
our church family, we serve Jesus. 

9   What formal ministries are you a part of as a way to serve your church? 

10   How have you made it a point to serve others in informal ways?

11   Why do you think God sees this as serving Him?

CHRIST
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Serving others isn’t so much about big, organized events that take a lot of energy, as it is about the little things. Write 
down 10 simple acts you can do to serve others. Circle five that you’ll commit to doing this week.

COMMUNITY

CULTURE
Jesus often served others in practical ways before addressing matters of faith. (See Matt. 14:13-21; Mark 2:1-12; 5:1-43.) 
Today, God still continues to open non-believers’ hearts to the gospel through acts of kindness. In the Bible Meets 
Life, I mentioned several ways our church serves our neighborhood. With your group, brainstorm ways you can 
individually, with a friend, and as a group serve real needs for the sake of opening meaningful gospel conversations. 
Plan to do one of each within the next month.

ME WITH A FRIEND AS A GROUP
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Over the years, many have taught that, in order 
to be a part of God’s family, we have to do certain 
things (all Christians must witness door-to-door 
every Tuesday and Saturday), or stay away from 
certain things (absolutely no skinny jeans or rock 
music). This is called legalism. The truth is we could 
never keep the law fully, and we had no chance of 
being restored to God. That’s why Jesus came. He 
perfectly fulfilled the law, and we’ve been set free 
from our requirement to obey perfectly in order to 
be saved. 

When we’re made a part of God’s family, we’re 
set free from the requirements of the law. We’re 
set free from sin. We’re free to live a life that 
pleases God. No longer must we suffer beneath an 
oppressive slavemaster—we’re free to enjoy God 
and His blessings. Live free!

   What have you heard you have to do in order 
to be saved?

   What freedoms do you enjoy as a Christian 
that were missing before?

DAY ONE
GALATIANS 5:13a

DAILY
DEVOTIONS

THE 7 ARROWS OF
BIBLE READING

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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Paul asked the question, “Should we continue in 
sin so that grace may multiply?” (Rom. 6:1). Since 
we’re forgiven and free from sin’s consequences, 
we might as well do whatever we want, right? This 
makes sense from an earthly perspective; however, 
we don’t live according to the world’s values. We’re 
called to see things from a renewed perspective, 
and therefore, live differently. 

Worldly people attempt to get away with as much 
as possible, and freedoms are seen as self-serving 
opportunities. But Paul says for believers, it’s 
different. God doesn’t give us freedom so we 
can indulge ourselves. It’s a gift to be used for 
His purposes.

   How are you tempted to use your freedoms 
in an indulgent way?

   What do you ultimately desire—to serve 
yourself or serve God? How does your 
lifestyle support your perspective?

As God’s people, we are called to live differently 
from the world. However, it’s not the outward 
actions that ultimately count, it’s our heart. In 
our culture, the heart is not only the organ that 
pumps blood through our bodies, but we also use 
heart to refer to emotions. But in Scripture, heart 
refers to choices, and ultimately, desires. 

Let’s consider the question again—can we use 
our freedom to do anything we want? Ultimately, 
yes! When God saves us, he replaces the old heart 
with a brand new one. Even though the flesh will 
tempt us to sin, God’s children want to honor Him 
more than to indulge ourselves, and as our wants 
are shaped to match God’s Word, we are to do 
what we want. God is ultimately concerned with 
our desires, so let’s put to death sinful desires, 
and instead do the things necessary to foster a 
life that honors God. Then do what you want. 

   What desires do you have that you know 
come from the flesh? What will you do to 
kill those?

   What will you do to foster godly desires?

DAY TWO
GALATIANS 5:13b

DAY THREE
GALATIANS 5:13b
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When we were under the curse of sin, we were 
bound (in the most literal sense) to live a selfish, 
sinful life. We had no choice but to do what 
sin compelled us to do. But this wasn’t God’s 
purpose for His people, so Jesus purchased our 
freedom. Why did God pay such a high price for 
our freedom? One, because He loves us. But also 
so we could fulfill our purpose—to glorify Him by 
spreading His image to all people. 

God is loving and gracious, kind and patient. 
Jesus is highly exalted, but He lowered Himself 
and became a servant to all. In order to represent 
Him well, we are called to live like this, and, 
thanks to Jesus, we are free to do so. If we 
live in sin, we’re giving up the freedom Jesus 
purchased for us. But to serve others is to live in 
true freedom.

   When do you feel the most free?

   How would you describe the ways Jesus 
served others?

DAY FOUR
GALATIANS 5:13c

There’s a long list of laws in the Old Testament— 
613 commands in total. In a way, the law can seem 
like an extensive lists of dos and don’ts. However, 
in reality the law teaches us about God’s character 
(i.e., “Do not murder” teaches us that God highly 
values life and loves people), how we are to live in 
order to represent God, and how to love others. To 
put it another way, the entire law was written to 
teach us how to love. 

When we choose to sacrifice our selfish desires and 
instead serve others, we fulfill the spirit of the law 
and experience the freedom God intended us to 
have in the first place. 

   How do you understand that the 
Old Testament laws apply today? Ask your 
student pastor to help you understand.

   How does your service to others reflect 
God’s character to your friends and family?

DAY FIVE
GALATIANS 5:14
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