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SHARING: AN OBEDIENT 
RESPONSE TO A GENEROUS GOD

WHAT’S ONE 
OF YOUR 
EARLIEST 
MEMORIES 
OF GIVING 
TO OTHERS?

RESPOND TO GOD’S GOODNESS BY 
BEING GENEROUS TO OTHERS.

THE

POINT
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 1 TIMOTHY 6:17-19
17 Instruct those who are rich in the present age not 
to be arrogant or to set their hope on the uncertainty 
of wealth, but on God, who richly provides us with all 
things to enjoy.

18 Instruct them to do what is good, to be rich in good 
works, to be generous and willing to share,

19 storing up treasure for themselves as a good 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 
hold of what is truly life.



THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

There are certain phrases every child has heard their parents say, for instance: 

   If all your friends jumped off a bridge, would you do it too?
   Where are your manners—were you raised by wolves?
   Don’t make me turn this car around!

Then there’s the ever-popular, “It’s better to give than receive.” Yeah right. I think I’d 
much rather hang on to my XBox!

It may be hard to imagine, but it’s possible that our moms and dads were right 
all along. Certain ideas don’t make a lot of sense to our teenage brains, but as we 
get older and have time to observe the ways the world works, God shows us new 
things. Jesus Himself originally said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” 
(Acts 20:35), so this one must be right. But how?

When we receive, we get to enjoy the gift for a given period of time. But if we 
receive it with a selfish and indulgent perspective, it isn’t long before the new 
wears off, and we’re left wanting more. It’s an unsatisfactory and unending cycle. 
However, when we give, we experience a different kind of joy—the kind that comes 
from fulfilling God’s calling in our lives. Jesus is the ultimate giver, and when we 
give generously out of love for God and others, we have the privilege of reflecting 
Jesus in that experience. If we want true joy, we should learn to be generous. 

FACT: 
THE MOST 

GENEROUS GIVER 
IN HISTORY IS 

CHARLES FEENEY. 
HE AMASSED 

A FORTUNE OF 
EIGHT BILLION 

DOLLARS, THEN 
DECIDED TO GIVE 

GENEROUSLY IN 
WAYS THAT WOULD 

IMPACT OTHERS—
TO HIGHER 

EDUCATION, 
PUBLIC HEALTH, 
HUMAN RIGHTS, 
AND SCIENTIFIC 

RESEARCH.1 HOW 
MUCH DID HE GIVE 

AWAY? ALL OF IT!

1   Do you consider yourself “rich”? What about from a 
biblical perspective?

2   How do you spend your money? What does this say about the things 
you value?

1 TIMOTHY 6:17
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3   What distracts you from doing good to others?

4   When have you found joy in sharing as 
opposed to keeping?

5   What would God have you change about your 
perspectives on your possessions?

6   When have you saved up for something?

7   How do you see the ways you spend your 
time, energy, and resources as an investment 
in eternity?

8   How does it impact you to know that the 
ways we steward all we have is an investment 
in eternity?

1 TIMOTHY 6:18

1 TIMOTHY 6:19

If we long to share in eternity 
with Jesus, we are called to share 
with others what He gives us 
while on earth. #BSFLwhy
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LIVE IT OUT

Mr. Charles Feeney is recognized as the most generous giver in history, but we know that Jesus is far more generous. 
In reality, every good thing in our lives is a result of His payment on our behalf. 

9   Read the following verses. What do these say about being rich?

CHRIST

EPHESIANS 2:7

10   What good things do you enjoy as a result of God’s blessing in your life? 

11   How could you use these things as a demonstration of your love for Christ?

EPHESIANS 3:8

COLOSSIANS 2:2PHILIPPIANS 4:19
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Chances are that God has given you more than you need, more 
than the absolute necessities. If He has, then He’s called you to 
be generous, especially for those who are a part of your church 
family (Gal. 6:10). 

12   What needs are you aware of?

13   How will you use what God has given you to bless someone else?

COMMUNITY

CULTURE
Search for the “How Rich Are You” calculator and put in your personal details to see how you compare with the rest 
of the world. Most of us don’t see ourselves as “rich,” but on a world scale, we aren’t doing too bad. Generosity stands 
out to others in a world where most people are constantly working to get more, more, more.

14   How will you use your “riches” this week to reach the lost?
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You’ve likely heard all your life—You reap what 
you sow. When a farmer plants his crop, he has 
expectations for his harvest based on what he put 
in the ground. If he plants corn, he expects corn 
to grow, not watermelons. And if he plants three 
kernels, he doesn’t expect to harvest 12 tons. It 
makes sense, you reap what you sow. But for some 
reason or other, we have trouble recognizing this in 
our relational and spiritual lives. We sow sarcasm, 
gossip, and criticism, and still expect loads of 
friends. We sow pride and selfishness, and expect 
blessings to be lavished on our lives. 

We serve a generous God who has given us more 
than we can ever fully appreciate, and we are 
called to reflect His goodness in the ways we 
live. When we give little to others, we miss out 
on God’s approval and blessings. However, when 
we give freely as an expression of love for others, 
God is pleased and we’ll receive unimaginable 
eternal blessings!

   How are you sowing into eternity?

   With the things God gives you, do you find 
more satisfaction in using them on yourself 
or in serving others?

DAY ONE
2 CORINTHIANS 9:6

DAILY
DEVOTIONS

THE 7 ARROWS OF
BIBLE READING

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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The Old Testament called God’s people to give 
a tithe, and today, we’re still called to give to 
the church. Many people obeyed the law out 
of obligation, but they didn’t necessarily want 
to. However, Jesus made clear what was true all 
along—it’s not about obeying in actions only, 
but from the heart too. This also applies to our 
giving. We aren’t to give simply because we 
know that’s what we’re supposed to do. We’re 
to give because we love people so much, we’d 
rather see them blessed than enjoy keeping our 
resources for ourselves. God gives richly because 
of His great love for us. We’re to love others this 
way—generously!

   Make a list of the ways God has been 
generous to you.

   Have do you reflect this generosity in the 
ways you love others? Where is there room 
for you to grow?

Giving should be done not only out of obligation, 
but because it’s what the heart truly desires. 
In fact, we are called to give cheerfully. In our 
language, the word “cheerful” falls a little short 
of the full meaning. Paul teaches that God loves a 
hilarious giver. When we give, knowing that God 
is using our measly gift to accomplish things that 
matter for eternity, we should be thrilled to the 
point of overflowing joy. 

We tend to dislike those who are selfish, but we 
are drawn to people who are kind and generous. 
According to His character, God loves everyone, 
but God has a special kind of relational love for 
those who reflect His generosity in giving to 
those in need. There’s no greater privilege than 
to have the God of the universe look at you and 
smile. If this is something you desire, give freely! 

   Describe a time you’ve given “hilariously.”

   What do you feel when you think about 
God loving you in a special way because 
you give from the heart?

DAY TWO
2 CORINTHIANS 9:7a

DAY THREE
2 CORINTHIANS 9:7b
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God’s grace is a gift we receive even we don’t 
deserve it, and it just so happens that God’s 
grace is unlimited! We not only have the gift 
of salvation because of His grace, but we also 
receive the gift of grace ourselves, which then 
allows us to give gifts. “Every grace” includes 
both the heart to give, as well as the capacity to 
give. Through God’s grace, we have the desire 
to give, as well as the resources to give. And for 
those who have proven to be cheerful givers, God 
keeps on giving so that we would keep sharing.  

To those who give freely for the sake of 
accomplishing God’s purposes, God gives lavishly. 
This is not so that we can indulge ourselves—it’s 
so we can continue to reveal God’s goodness 
through our giving.

   In your own words, what is grace?

   How has God’s grace been lavished on you? 
How have you been “gracious” to others?

DAY FOUR
2 CORINTHIANS 9:8

It’s easy to think that the things I have are mine—I 
own it. However, the Bible teaches that all we 
have is from God, and we are stewards, not 
owners. When we understand this, it reshapes our 
definition of “rich.” From a worldly perspective, 
“rich” means possessing much. But from an eternal 
perspective, we are rich according to our giving. 
One day, all the earthly things which capture 
our hearts will be burned up, but our heavenly 
investments will last forever. Don’t desire to be 
rich in this world—it won’t last. Desire to be rich 
in love, rich in God, and rich for eternity. Give and 
God will provide all you need.

   How have you experienced God’s provision 
in your life?

   What kind of riches excite you most?

DAY FIVE
2 CORINTHIANS 9:10-11
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