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WHEN IS
COMMON
SENSE MORE
IMPORTANT
THAN BOOK
SENSE?

THE PROBLEM WITH WISDOM

THE

POINT

WISDOM IS GROUNDED
IN TRUST IN GOD.

ECCLESIASTES 2:12-17; 7:23-29
Then I turned to consider wisdom, madness, and
folly, for what will the king’s successor be like? He will
do what has already been done. 13 And I realized that
there is an advantage to wisdom over folly, like the
advantage of light over darkness. 14 The wise person
has eyes in his head, but the fool walks in darkness.
Yet I also knew that one fate comes to them both. 15 So
I said to myself, “What happens to the fool will also
happen to me. Why then have I been overly wise?” And
I said to myself that this is also futile. 16 For, just like the
fool, there is no lasting remembrance of the wise, since
in the days to come both will be forgotten. How is it
that the wise person dies just like the fool? 17 Therefore,
I hated life because the work that was done under the
sun was distressing to me. For everything is futile and a
pursuit of the wind.
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I have tested all this by wisdom. I resolved, “I will be
wise,” but it was beyond me. 24 What exists is beyond
reach and very deep. Who can discover it? 25 I turned
my thoughts to know, explore, and examine wisdom
and an explanation for things, and to know that
wickedness is stupidity and folly is madness. 26 And I
find more bitter than death the woman who is a trap:
her heart a net and her hands chains. The one who
pleases God will escape her, but the sinner will be
captured by her. 27 “Look,” says the Teacher, “I have
discovered this by adding one thing to another to
find out the explanation, 28 which my soul continually
searches for but does not find: I found one person in a
thousand, but none of those was a woman. 29 Only see
this: I have discovered that God made people upright,
but they pursued many schemes.”
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THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
FACT:
STUDENTS IN
CHINA RECEIVE
MORE HOMEWORK
THAN ANY WHERE
IN THE WORLD.
ON AVERAGE,
TEENAGERS DO
A WHOPPING
14 HOURS PER
WEEK.1 CONSIDER
YOURSELVES
LUCK Y!

There are two kinds of people. Those who absolutely love to get up at 6 a.m., sit in a
classroom for hours upon end studying math and English, and then head home to
complete the homework that’s due the next day. Then there’s the rest of us!
H
 ow much do you enjoy going to school and learning on a scale of 1 to 10?
There are certainly elements of school we all enjoy—time with friends,
opportunities for sports or music, and the greatest lunches on planet earth! Though
it’s not always tons of fun, among the greatest benefits is that education affords us
the opportunity to cultivate skills that help us grow into healthy adults.
We can look around and see there’s something wrong with the world. Things
like violence, drug addiction, teen pregnancy, corrupt governments, and broken
families make this very clear. Many people say education is the answer. If your
perspective is that people are basically good, then education may seem to be the
logical solution—good people can be taught to choose what is good and right.
Unfortunately, this isn’t what the Bible teaches. The world’s problems are the result
of our sin and rebellion. Education has its benefits, to be sure, but it can only do so
much. What we need is the wisdom that comes from God.

ECCLESIASTES 2:12-17

1 Why is human wisdom inadequate for life’s biggest problems?
2 How does our culture’s definition of wisdom compare to the Bible’s
idea of wisdom?
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ECCLESIASTES 7:23-25

3 When have you experienced the limitations of
human wisdom?

Because everyone has a
conscience, we all know certain
things are wrong. However,
we don’t always know why.
#BSFLFindingMeaning

ECCLESIASTES 7:26-29

4 Since wisdom is beyond us, why do we keep
pursuing it?

5 List some experiences that have helped you

6 When have you asked God for wisdom and He
came through?

7 How does the fear of God help us
gain wisdom?

gain wisdom.

8 What strategies can we employ to continue
growing in godly wisdom?
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LIVE IT OUT
CHRIST
Central to our relationship with God is faith in Jesus. At times, it’s easy to say we trust Christ, but the ways we live may
indicate we trust in worldly wisdom more.

9 Memorize Proverbs 3:5-6. Start by writing it below:
PROVERBS 3:5-6

10 As you go throughout this week, how can you pursue God and trust in His wisdom rather than
relying on yourself?
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COMMUNITY
All people are wired differently and have different experiences and
passions. This means your understanding of God and Scripture are
unique to you, and others’ are unique to them.

11

This week, take the time to share how Scripture is
impacting you with a Christian friend—be willing to pass
on a bit of godly wisdom.

12 In turn, invite others to share with you what God is revealing to

them. We need each other, and this certainly applies to learning and growing
in wisdom.

CULTURE
13 In what ways do you see your friends living according to worldly wisdom and ignoring the wisdom
we find in Scripture?

14 Spend time this week with an unbelieving friend. Ask how he or she would explain the problems

in the world and how sin and evil can be dealt with. Listen prayerfully and without judgment, and then
share how the wisdom of God applies to these.
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DAILY
DEVOTIONS

THE 7 ARROWS OF

BIBLE READING

DAY ONE

1 CORINTHIANS 1:18
There are certain things that just make sense (at
least, according to a natural, worldly perspective).
If we want to get ahead, we have to put ourselves
first. If we want to succeed, we have to be stronger
than the next guy and push others aside. This is the
way the world thinks, and for some, it works—at
least in attaining the positions and obtaining the
possessions they desire. God has revealed that
to be first, we must make ourselves last. To be
exalted, we must humble ourselves, becoming a
servant to all. This seems like utter foolishness to
worldly people. However, what they fail to realize
is the things they want so desperately are fading
away. And tragically, the people who trust in the
world’s wisdom are perishing along with all the
stuff. There are two kinds of people: those who are
perishing, and those who are being saved. In order
to be a part of God’s family, we must reject the
wisdom of the world, and instead, trust and obey
the wisdom of God.

What does this
passage say?
What did this
passage mean to its
original audience?

What does this
passage tell us
about God?

What is God calling you to do that hasn’t
made sense on a certain level?

What does this
passage Tell us
about man?
What does
this passage
demand of me?

How does this passage
change the way I
relate to people?

How does this
passage prompt
me to pray?
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Why is it difficult for worldly people to
understand the wisdom in Scripture?

DAY TWO

1 CORINTHIANS 1:19-20

It’s not only material things that are passing away,
but even the world’s wisdom. Paul quoted Isaiah
(19:12), who referred to the wise men of Egypt.
They promised to demonstrate true wisdom, but
were always confounded by God’s wisdom and
authority. God asks, “Where is the one who can
provide true wisdom?” The answer—though
many have tried, all human wisdom has failed.
No one can produce wisdom apart from God, and
all human reasoning not founded on God’s truth
proves utterly foolish. In order to live well, we must
devote ourselves to understanding and living
according to God’s truth.
When have you been convinced that
living outside God’s will was better, but
it backfired?

DAY THREE

1 CORINTHIANS 1:21
People like to think we’re generally good, and
we’ll go to heaven if we live a good life. That’s
worldly wisdom. The gospel—which says only
Jesus is good, and we’re wretched and helpless—
is offensive to prideful people, and the natural
response is, “This is nonsense!” When we take
this defensive posture, refusing to believe, we
position ourselves in opposition to God, our
hearts are hardened, and we won’t be saved.
However, when we “believe” in humility the
message of the gospel, God finds great pleasure
in saving us and bringing us into His family. God
is faithful to call people to preach the gospel
to those who need to hear, including every
one of us. The difference between being saved
and perishing is this—how do we respond to a
message which seems so foolish to the world?
Why is the gospel so offensive to
many people?

When has the Bible confronted your
thinking and you responded defensively?
How can you respond more humbly in
the future?

Why do people buy into ideas that are
contrary to God’s commands?
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DAY FOUR

1 CORINTHIANS 1:22-24

During Jesus’ time on earth, He traveled
throughout Israel ministering to the needs of
countless people—including many miraculous
demonstrations—and huge crowds followed
Him. The Greeks valued learning and reason
and devoted themselves to philosophy, debate,
and intellectual pursuits. In order to believe, the
Jews demanded more and more signs, all the
while rejecting the greatest miracle—salvation
through a virgin-born, crucified, and raised
Deliverer. The Gentiles sought proof according
to their own self-established thresholds of
reason and truth. The message of the gospel was
never intended by God to convince someone to
come to faith on these bases, and people who
require God to meet their standards will stumble
over the message of the gospel every time.
However, when God calls us and the Holy Spirit
works in us to open our eyes to God’s truth, the
message of Christ crucified is powerful to bring
genuine transformation.
 hat evidence or proof have you looked
W
for in order to trust God?

What is the place of faith in salvation?
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DAY FIVE

1 CORINTHIANS 1:25

Because God is all wise, there’s nothing foolish
about Him. Because God is all powerful, He has
no weakness. Paul is using a figure of speech to
say that, of the products of God’s wisdom, even
the least are infinitely higher than man’s best.
Human wisdom can help bring about success from
an earthly perspective, and worldly strength can
produce results in the here and now. However,
anything we build according to the world’s values
will not last. In order to live in eternity the way God
desires, we must reject human wisdom and trust
in God.
 hen have you seen the weakness or
W
limitations of ideas you thought were
really smart?

How would you describe God’s being higher
and different from us?

