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WHEN RACES COLLIDE

WHERE’S 
YOUR 
FAVORITE 
PLACE TO 
EAT OUT?

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST 
SHOULD BE REFLECTED IN OUR 
UNITY WITH ONE ANOTHER.

THE

POINT
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 EPHESIANS 2:11-22
11 So then, remember that at one time you were 
Gentiles in the flesh—called “the uncircumcised” by 
those called “the circumcised,” which is done in the 
flesh by human hands. 12 At that time you were without 
Christ, excluded from the citizenship of Israel, and 
foreigners to the covenants of promise, without hope 
and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ 
Jesus, you who were far away have been brought near 
by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who made 
both groups one and tore down the dividing wall of 
hostility. In his flesh, 15 he made of no effect the law 
consisting of commands and expressed in regulations, 
so that he might create in himself one new man from 
the two, resulting in peace. 16 He did this so that he 
might reconcile both to God in one body through 
the cross by which he put the hostility to death. 17 He 

came and proclaimed the good news of peace to you 
who were far away and peace to those who were near. 
18 For through him we both have access in one spirit 
to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer foreigners 
and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, 
and members of God’s household, 20 built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole 
building, being put together, grows into a holy temple 
in the Lord. 22 In him you are also being built together 
for God’s dwelling in the Spirit.



THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

Our family doesn’t go out to eat often. However, when we do it’s usually to one of 
two places—a good Southern meat-and-three which reminds us of home, or a local 
Asian place our kids love. 

Though our family lives in a large Northeastern city which is home to many 
immigrants, most of what our kids know about other cultures goes no further 
than restaurant menus. Our world is full of wonderfully creative and different ways 
to prepare food, but that is just one part of what distinguishes cultures. Other 
customs include music and dress, and even cultures that share the same language 
can develop distinct dialects. We’re wonderfully unique. No culture is superior or 
inferior to any other. Cultures are simply different.

In Baltimore, we’re huge sports fans, and many have a particular distaste for our 
closest rival. In our neighborhood, we have several people who live on our street 
who have relocated from that city, and though we’re all neighbors, I’ve witnessed 
disturbing expressions of hostility based on nothing more than team colors.

Unfortunately, we often focus on the externals, those outward things which make 
us look different, while paying little attention to those things we might share in 
common. In the book of Ephesians, Paul pointed us to the most important thing we 
share with other believers—a relationship with Christ!

FACT: 
EVERYBODY KNOWS 

NACHOS ARE A PURELY 
MEXICAN DELICACY, 

RIGHT? WRONG! 
THOUGH TORTILLAS 

ARE A MEXICAN 
THING, DEEP FRYING 
AND LOADING THEM 

WITH TOPPINGS IS 
ALL AMERICAN.1

1   How does racial prejudice impact the church’s witness?

2   What is the importance of remembering who we were before 
knowing Christ?

EPHESIANS 2:11-12
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3   How do you typically respond when you 
encounter division?

4   When have you seen the love of Christ tear 
down barriers between people?

5   What’s the relationship between having peace 
with God and peace with others?

6   How do the word pictures given in these 
verses help us understand our relationships 
in Christ?

7   How can we focus on what we have in common 
in Christ over any differences that separate us?

8   What are some practical steps we can take to 
seek unity as members of God’s household?

EPHESIANS 2:13-18

EPHESIANS 2:19-22

Through Jesus, all people 
have the opportunity to have 
peace with God. And if we 
have peace with God, we are 
to have peace with others. 
#BSFLengagingculture

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE    57



LIVE IT OUT

When Christ was on earth, He spent a lot of time intentionally loving people who weren’t accepted into the 
mainstream—the sick and the poor, prostitutes and tax collectors, women, and even Samaritans. The Jewish culture 
had walls to keep these people separated, and healthy citizens weren’t allowed to relate to them as equals. But Jesus 
loved all people in real ways. To love Jesus is to follow Him in the ways He loves others, for as we treat the “least of 
these” (Matt. 25:40), we treat Him. 

9   How do you need to follow Christ’s example in the way you treat others?

10   What three practical things will you do this week to make this a reality?

11   How does this serve as a demonstration of your love for Jesus?

CHRIST

#1 #2 #3
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In any church, whether or not there are multiple ethnicities, there are 
certainly different kinds of people. 

12   What unhealthy divisions do you see in your 
church today? (Be sure to be respectful, this is not a time 
for complaining.)

13   What will you do this week to help create deeper unity in 
your church?

COMMUNITY

CULTURE
Racial tensions have been a reality for thousands of years, and we see 
this early on in Scripture. In the US today, though we are working to 
make progress in this area, we are far from where we should be. As our 
churches pursue Jesus and we experience unity within our churches, 
we should also work to see this spread throughout our communities.

14   What are some practical steps you will take this week to 
see race relations improved in your school or community?

15   How can you intentionally connect with someone 
different than you to show them the love of Jesus?

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE    59



As Christ’s followers, we are to reflect Him in all 
that we do. To show favoritism is to treat people 
well (or not) based on superficial factors, such 
as appearance, popularity, wealth, or even race. 
Jesus never did any of these. In fact, He did just the 
opposite. He grew up in Nazareth, a town which 
was despised by the more affluent and influential 
in Israel. Jesus ministered among the people of 
Galilee and Samaria, something many others never 
even considered. And He, the King of creation, was 
born into a humble family with a lineage marked 
by many who had lived in disgraceful ways. The 
ways Jesus related to others is a picture of grace 
and kindness, and when we show favoritism for 
the sake of selfish gain, we offend the very basis 
of our faith. Instead, we glorify God by following 
in His ways, including loving others no matter 
our differences.  

   How have you experienced discrimination in 
the past? How did this affect you? 

   When you’re tempted to show favoritism, 
how can you instead recognize God’s image 
in all people?

DAY ONE
JAMES 2:1

DAILY
DEVOTIONS

THE 7 ARROWS OF
BIBLE READING

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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Because we’re all affected by the curse of sin, 
our flesh is predisposed to work us toward our 
own selfish ends, even to the point of using and 
manipulating others. Tragically, this can even 
happen in the church, and James wrote to address 
this. Here’s what was going on. The church 
consisted primarily of poor people, but there were 
a few who were affluent and had influence in 
the community. When the church gave them the 
few comfortable seats, it demonstrated that their 
values were no different than those of the world. 
The church wasn’t loving people as Jesus did, but 
looking out for their own interests. This never 
honors God, and is instead the expression of hearts 
that are judgmental and evil. 

   How does the world view people who are 
poor and vulnerable? 

   How are you sometimes tempted to treat 
people in a way that is judgmental or 
partial? How does this affect others?

In Matthew 19:23-24, Jesus taught that it’s 
difficult for the rich to enter the kingdom of 
God. The desire for riches often serves as a snare 
that keeps people from loving God above all 
and traps them in their path to destruction. On 
the other hand, the poor are never tempted 
to love their possessions—because they don’t 
have them—and instead, because they treasure 
Christ, are made rich in Him. Yet, for some reason, 
even Christians are sometimes tempted to show 
partiality to those who are temporally rich and 
spiritually poor (and who use their positions 
against the church), and at the expense of those 
who need support and encouragement in this 
life. True religion consists of serving those who 
are needy and vulnerable, and to do otherwise is 
to go against the very example set forth by Christ. 

   Why do you think it’s so difficult for the 
rich to be a part of God’s kingdom? 

   How can you ensure you treasure Christ 
above all and not earthly possessions?

DAY TWO
JAMES 2:2-4

DAY THREE
JAMES 2:5-7
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All of God’s law can be boiled down to two 
general commands. Love God and love others. 
In the Ten Commandments, the first four 
teach us how to love and honor God, and the 
remaining six reveal how we are to live lovingly 
in relationship with others. At times, we may be 
tempted to think that as long as we don’t commit 
the “big sins,” we’re doing okay. However, the 
truth is the things we often consider to be no 
big deal are of great weight. To lie, even with 
“little white lies,” is to offend God’s faithfulness. 
To lust is to fail disastrously in our responsibility 
of reflecting God’s covenant love. And to show 
partiality is wholly unloving, and by doing 
so we offend God’s call for us to love others 
sacrificially. To choose any single sin is to offend 
the entire law. 

   How have you minimized sin or categorized 
sin as “small” versus “large”? 

   In your own words, why is partiality such 
a big deal?

DAY FOUR
JAMES 2:8-11

The Old Testament Law pointed to the utter 
inability of people to fully obey, but it provided 
no answer to the problem of sin. Today, we don’t 
live by the Old Testament Law, but according 
to the new covenant, which does provide an 
answer—Jesus!—and makes us free from sin 
and its consequences. When we’ve known God’s 
grace and mercy, we are changed, and a sign of 
this transformation is a heart like God’s—one that 
longs to see others freed from judgment and share 
in God’s salvation. This is at the heart of favoritism, 
and to show partiality is to show we’ve not fully 
experienced or understood God’s kindness. 

   How have your perspectives on people 
changed since you gave your life to Christ? 

   If you do show favoritism, what is the 
proper response?

DAY FIVE
JAMES 2:12-13
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