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WHEN HAVE
YOU GONE
TO GREAT
LENGTHS
TO PROTECT
SOMETHING
VALUABLE
TO YOU?

WHEN LIFE IS EXPENDABLE

THE

POINT

LIFE IS A GIFT FROM GOD WE
ARE TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE.

EXODUS 1:16-17,22; 2:1-9
“When you help the Hebrew women give birth,
observe them as they deliver. If the child is a son,
kill him, but if it’s a daughter, she may live.” 17 The
midwives, however, feared God and did not do as the
king of Egypt had told them; they let the boys live.
16

Pharaoh then commanded all his people: “You must
throw every son born to the Hebrews into the Nile, but
let every daughter live.”
22

Now a man from the family of Levi married a Levite
woman. 2 The woman became pregnant and gave birth
to a son; when she saw that he was beautiful, she hid
1

him for three months. 3 But when she could no longer
hide him, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated
it with asphalt and pitch. She placed the child in it and
set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile. 4 Then
his sister stood at a distance in order to see what would
happen to him. 5 Pharaoh’s daughter went down to
bathe at the Nile while her servant girls walked along
the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds,
sent her slave girl, took it, 6 opened it, and saw him, the
child—and there he was, a little boy, crying. She felt
sorry for him and said, “This is one of the Hebrew boys.”
7
Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Should I
go and call a Hebrew woman who is nursing to nurse
the boy for you?” 8 “Go,” Pharaoh’s daughter told her.
So the girl went and called the boy’s mother. 9 Then
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and
nurse him for me, and I will pay your wages.” So the
woman took the boy and nursed him.
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THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
FACT:
IT’S IMPORTANT TO
US TO PROTECT OUR
VALUABLES, AND
THIS HAS BEEN THE
CASE FOR MANY,
MANY YEARS. THE
OLDEST LOCK
WAS INVENTED BY
THE EGYPTIANS,
DATING BACK TO
2000 BC, AND WAS
MADE ENTIRELY
OF WOOD.1

It’s been almost 20 years since the Columbine High School Massacre in Colorado,
and though teenagers today weren’t even born when it happened, we all continue
to experience the effects of this great tragedy. Researchers call the Columbine
shootings the first of its kind, and it seems we hear far too often news of yet
another school shooting.
As difficult as it is to comprehend, a tragedy of even greater magnitude occurs
every single day in America. More than three thousand unborn babies are killed
by abortion in our nation every day. Since Roe v. Wade was handed down in 1973,
over 60 million babies have died—ten times the number of Jews who died in
the Holocaust.
Society may have generally accepted abortion, but culture does not have the final
say. Culture may not value all human life, but God does. Whether it is an unborn
child, one with physical or mental challenges, or an elderly man or woman, every
person was created in God’s image and He loves us all deeply.
We should understand that God places a high value on life, and we are to protect
and preserve this gift He’s given us.

EXODUS 1:16-17

1 How would you define or explain what it means to “fear” God? Why
does the fear of God lead to a respect for human life?

2 What are the risks involved in standing up for those who can’t
protect themselves?
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EXODUS 1:22–2:3

3 What emotions do you experience when you
read this story?

4 How do we know when to disobey the laws
of the land?

EXODUS 2:4-9

6 Where do you see God at work in this story?
Where do you see God at work in your story?

5 What steps can we take to protect those who
cannot protect themselves?

7 Who in your school or community may be
vulnerable or helpless?

8 What can you do to protect or provide for
these people?

Just as God used people in the
Bible in unbelievable ways, He
has a plan for each person’s life.
#BSFLengagingculture
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LIVE IT OUT
CHRIST
Sin is destructive in ways we can hardly imagine, and we are helpless to do anything about it. However, because of
His great love for us, Jesus took the steps necessary to protect us.

9 What do each of these verses say about the Lord’s protection?
Deuteronomy 31:6

Proverbs 2:11

Proverbs 4:6

Psalm 5:11

Psalm 34:19

2 Thessalonians 3:3

10 How can you grow in trusting Jesus more fully as your protector?

11 How will this affect your relationship with Him?

66

SESSION 2

THE POINT

LIFE IS A GIFT FROM GOD WE ARE TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE.

COMMUNITY
We’ve all likely heard there is safety in numbers. God calls us to
remain closely connected with others in the church so we don’t
drift away from Jesus and into danger. We need each other.

12 How have other believers kept you from harm?

13 How has God used you to help others?

CULTURE
We live in a culture which devalues life in many ways. Sometimes, when we step back and think about these things,
it can seem hopelessly overwhelming. However, there are many groups working tirelessly to serve those who are
helpless and need protection.
P
 ray: Make it a point to pray for the vulnerable, that God would be at work to provide protection for babies,
children, and families who may be impacted by abortion or abuse.
R
 esearch: Work to become familiar with groups or organizations who are working to make a difference in the
lives of those at risk.
G
 et Involved: Teenagers aren’t in a position to adopt or foster, but there are still other things you can do.
Volunteer to work with an organization, write local politicians, or share on social media to cultivate awareness.

14 What will you do this week to make a difference?
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DAILY
DEVOTIONS

THE 7 ARROWS OF

BIBLE READING

What does this
passage tell us
about God?

What does this
passage Tell us
about man?
What does
this passage
demand of me?

How does this passage
change the way I
relate to people?

How does this
passage prompt
me to pray?
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PSALM 127:1

From the time God created people, He’s called
us to work (Gen. 2:15). This was an act of faith
and obedience; it allowed Adam to experience
fulfillment, and it was an opportunity to honor
God. However, since sin entered our reality, we’ve
made our work about us—we sometimes think
we can provide for ourselves, work in order to get
more and more of the latest and best, and leave
God out of our work altogether. We need to realize
that everything good in our lives is a gift from God,
and the things we build won’t last unless the Lord
establishes it. For His children, He’s the one that
gives protection and provision.
How do you sometimes think you’re
in control?

How can you live in a way that demonstrates
a trust in God as it applies to the things
you work at?

What does this
passage say?
What did this
passage mean to its
original audience?

DAY ONE

DAY TWO

PSALM 127:2

An awful lot is expected of students in today’s
culture. You wake up early and have hours of
school every day. Then you have extracurricular
activities, and you squeeze in your homework
after. And of course, you have to make time for
friends, and shopping, and TV, and pizza, and
family! It never stops, it seems. However, God says
that when we wake up early and stay up late, it’s
done in vain. We are supposed to work hard when
it’s time. However, we’re also to make it a point to
rest, and if we just can’t find the time, then we’re
rejecting a good gift God has for His children.
Ultimately, we find our rest in Jesus, and to refuse
is to demonstrate that there’s plenty of room to
grow in our faith. Accept God’s gift of rest—we are
freed from the striving.

DAY THREE

PSALM 127:3

God is sovereign over all areas of our lives—
including our work and our families, as well.
Many people have complained about the families
God has given them, whether it’s an unplanned
pregnancy, siblings that are an incredible pain,
or even parents who have more than their fair
share of struggles. The truth is that God didn’t
place us among the people in our lives to make
us happy and comfortable. He put us where we
are so that we can influence others for the sake
of the gospel, and that we would be sanctified
ourselves. Every life is precious to God and
should be precious to us as well, and to have the
opportunity to influence others for Christ is an
incredible privilege.
How have you seen others as an annoyance
or inconvenience instead of a gift?

Why are people so valuable to God?

 hat things in your life make you
W
feel too busy?

How can you more fully experience the rest
available in Christ?
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DAY FOUR

PSALM 127:4

A warrior’s purpose is to defend the rights and
values of his people, but without the appropriate
weapons or tools, he’d not be able to fulfill his
responsibility. Our purpose, according to the way
God created us, is to spread His glory that others
may see Him. The blessing God pronounced over
Abraham was that he would have innumerable
descendants, and that the entire world would
be blessed through Him. The way Abraham
spread God’s blessing was through his offspring.
Today, one of the best ways to accomplish our
purpose, which is the same as Abraham’s, is
to bear children and raise them in the ways of
God. As a student, you likely don’t have children.
Nonetheless, you have the opportunity to spread
the gospel, and every person you lead to Christ or
raise up as a disciple is an arrow shot from your
bow to defend God’s purposes.
 ow could you be a better warrior for
H
God’s kingdom?

 ow are you working to fulfill your
H
purpose and spread the gospel?

DAY FIVE

PSALM 127:5

Today, many people in our culture live an indulgent
lifestyle which offends God’s purposes for us,
and those things which God intends as gifts are
often perceived as inconveniences. One of these,
tragically, is children. However, the Bible teaches
over and over that sons and daughters—every
one!—are a blessing and are to be treated as such.
All of God’s law comes down to this: love God and
love people. When we devote ourselves to loving
all people in real ways, including the children God
places in our lives, people will have a difficult time
coming up with something negative to say about
us, and ultimately, we will never have a reason to
be ashamed before God.
 hat can you do to cultivate a deeper love
W
for people?

How will you be sure to have a biblical
perspective about human life, both now and
in the future?
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