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WHEN HAVE
YOU FOUND
YOURSELF
JUMPING ON A
BANDWAGON?

LET THE DEAD BURY THEIR DEAD

THE

POINT

FOLLOWING JESUS TAKES PRIORITY
OVER ALL OTHER COMMITMENTS.

LUKE 9:57-62
As they were traveling on the road someone said to
him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”

57

Jesus told him, “Foxes have dens, and birds of the sky
have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his
head.” 59 Then he said to another, “Follow me.” “Lord,”
he said, “first let me go bury my father.”
58

But he told him, “Let the dead bury their own
dead, but you go and spread the news of the
kingdom of God.”
60

Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me
go and say good-bye to those at my house.”
61

But Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to
the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”
62
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THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
FACT:
ONCE UPON
A TIME, AN
INCOMPLETE
FORWARD PASS
IN FOOTBALL
RESULTED IN A
15-YARD PENALT Y.
THAT’S SOMETHING
VERY FEW OF
EVEN THE BIGGEST
FANS KNOW.1

I grew up in a small southern town where football was a big deal, and when
our high school team played, we always had a good crowd. During my junior
year, we had a particularly successful season and made it all the way to the state
championship game. As we won each playoff game, the crowds grew in size and
enthusiasm! By the final game, it seemed almost everyone in the stadium had an
air horn or a game day sign. Here’s the question—where were all these people and
all this excitement in the middle of the season? Basically, there are two types of fans:
F air weather fans: They follow a team only when it’s winning. They like to cheer
when it’s going well, but disappear when it’s not.
F aithful fans: They hang in there through thick and thin, win or lose. These fans
appreciate their team for more than the victories.
Unfortunately, the same can be true about the priority we place on following
Jesus. It’s easy to follow Jesus when everything is going great. When it’s what all
our friends are doing. When it’s fun at camp with cool worship bands. But what
happens when it becomes uncomfortable? When we’re tempted to do worldly
things, or when we find people coming against us? In Luke 9, Jesus challenged us to
consider the cost of following before committing our lives to Him.

LUKE 9:57-58

1 What have you learned about what it means to follow Jesus from
these verses?

2 When has following Jesus put you in an uncomfortable situation?

88

SESSION 5

THE POINT

FOLLOWING JESUS TAKES PRIORITY OVER ALL OTHER COMMITMENTS.

LUKE 9:59-60

3 Why is it often difficult to make following
Jesus our top priority?

Following Jesus is not just
an important thing—it’s
the most important thing!
#BSFLHeSaidWhat

LUKE 9:61-62

4 What are some excuses we use to delay our
obedience to Christ?

5 How does your life show that spreading the

6 How does looking back affect our walk
with Christ?

7 What things from your past keep you from
following Jesus fully?

good news is a priority?

8 How would you summarize the cost of
following Jesus?
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LIVE IT OUT
CHRIST
Jesus has called to you, “Follow me!”

9 In what ways does your life indicate you are a true follower of Christ?

10 What is stopping you from following Christ wholeheartedly?

Jesus teaches that we can’t truly follow Him and have our hearts set on other things. Consider those
things which hinder your devotion to Him, and confess that you’ve loved other things. Turn away from
those, and pray that God would help you follow Jesus wholeheartedly.
90
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COMMUNITY
One of the ways we honor God is by loving and serving others.
This includes honoring our parents and taking care of those in
our households, as well as handling responsibilities at work and
school, communicating with friends, and following through
on commitments.

11

How do we know when pursuing these means
honoring Christ and when it would keep us from
following Him?

12 How would Christ have you serve others this week as a
way to honor Him?

CULTURE
Our culture teaches us to look out for ourselves and pursue
whatever it takes to get ahead. The man who said “I will follow you
wherever you go” was operating according to the same value—he
wanted to follow Jesus because of what was in it for Him. There
are certainly benefits to following Christ, but we must be willing
to sacrifice everything now for the sake of eternal rewards, and
ultimately for His glory.

13 What will you do this week to help non-believing
friends see Jesus is worth any cost?
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DAILY
DEVOTIONS

THE 7 ARROWS OF

BIBLE READING

DAY ONE

EPHESIANS 2:1-2

Apart from faith in Jesus, people can’t help but live
according to worldly values. We can look around
and see people everywhere who rebel against the
commands of God in Scripture and live in ways
that are indulgent, selfish, hurtful to others, and
offensive to God—namely, in ways that fail to
reflect Jesus, and instead, reflect the devil. The first
time this happened, it didn’t go well for Adam and
Eve, and today, those who live in rebellion against
God’s will experience the same thing. The result of
choosing sin over obedience is that we are dead in
our trespasses and sins. Following Christ involves
sacrifice, but what we are sacrificing is the death
and suffering associated with sin. Is it worth it? The
answer seems pretty clear.
What “ways of the world” are you tempted
to hold on to?

What does this
passage say?
What did this
passage mean to its
original audience?

What does this
passage tell us
about God?

What does this
passage Tell us
about man?
What does
this passage
demand of me?

How does this passage
change the way I
relate to people?

How does this
passage prompt
me to pray?
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What is the price for continuing
in disobedience?

DAY TWO

EPHESIANS 2:3

In the Old Testament, the people of Israel often
thought they had God’s favor simply because
they were born Jews. However, God’s covenant
with them was based on their living in obedience
to Him, and when they didn’t, God withdrew His
blessings. Today, many people mistakenly believe
God is pleased with them because they grew up
in a Christian family, because they go to church,
or because they read the Bible and pray. However,
true fellowship with God requires genuine
repentance—acknowledging our sinfulness,
turning away from sin, and living in obedience.
Prior to this happening, no matter our lifestyle, we
deserve God’s punishment. However, God is happy
to forgive anyone who turns to Him in faith.

DAY THREE

EPHESIANS 2:4-5

Despite that we were sinful, God loved us anyway.
In fact, He loved us so much He sent Jesus—the
Son whom He loved—to pay the price for our
sins. To redeem us from slavery to sin required
an incredibly high cost. Jesus was buried, so we
could be raised. He took on death, so we could
live. Compared to sin’s cost, God’s is far more rich
in mercy, and not only could He afford to pay
the high price, He chose to pay it. In order to be
a part of God’s family, we too must pay a price.
Jesus said anyone who desires to follow Him must
choose our own cross, just as He did (Luke 9:23).
The price—giving up a life of sin which leads to
death. The reward, however, is receiving life in
Christ which leads to eternal blessing.
In your own words, how would you
describe the price God was willing to
pay for us?

What does it mean to be alive with Christ?

Describe the time you came to understand
your sinfulness.

 hat does true repentance (turning away
W
from sin and toward God) look like in
real ways?
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DAY FOUR

EPHESIANS 2:6

Some people believe that when we come to
faith in Christ, we can look forward to the day
we have eternal life when we’re in heaven. In
the meantime, we must be careful not to fall too
deeply into sin for fear God would remove His
blessing—and our salvation. However, this isn’t
what Scripture teaches. When we come to the
saving faith in Christ, our spiritual resurrection
is made a reality in that moment, and our place
in heaven is immediately secured. Following
salvation, there will be times we choose sin, but
life in Christ compels us toward repentance and
putting to death the sin in our lives. Therefore,
we should seek everyday to live like Jesus and to
immediately turn away from sin. As Christians,
these behaviors are simply a part of who we are.
 hen has sin caused you to doubt your
W
salvation? How should you respond when
this happens?

What is your response to knowing those
who are truly God’s people are secure?

DAY FIVE

EPHESIANS 2:7

God is rich in grace! What an incredible
understatement. When we think of “rich,” we
imagine someone with enough money to buy
majestic houses and exotic cars—pretty much
anything he wants. However, we know there
are limits, even to the resources of the world’s
richest people. Their resources aren’t infinite,
and if nothing else, their time is short. But God’s
grace—the grace that saves and allows us to live
in victory—has no limits. His grace is infinite and
eternal, and He’s bestowed it upon us! When we
receive and live according to God’s grace, He is
glorified through us. There’s no greater privilege,
and experiencing such blessing is worth anything
He’d call us to give up.
In your own words, how would you describe
God’s grace?

 hy is it such a privilege for God’s grace to
W
be displayed in our lives?
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