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GOD WON’T FORGIVE THIS SIN

HOW HAVE 
YOU BEEN HURT 
OR OFFENDED 
IN WAYS WHICH 
YOU FOUND 
UNFORGIVABLE?

GOD DOES NOT FORGIVE THOSE 
WHO REJECT JESUS AND NEVER 
SEEK HIS FORGIVENESS.

THE

POINT
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 MATTHEW 12:22-32
22 Then a demon-possessed man who was blind and 
unable to speak was brought to him. He healed him, 
so that the man could both speak and see. 23 All the 
crowds were astounded and said, “Could this be the 
Son of David?”

24 When the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man 
drives out demons only by Beelzebul, the ruler of 
the demons.”

25 Knowing their thoughts, he told them: “Every 
kingdom divided against itself is headed for 
destruction, and no city or house divided against itself 
will stand. 26 If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided 
against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 
27 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom 
do your sons drive them out? For this reason they will 

be your judges. 28 If I drive out demons by the Spirit 
of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 
29 How can someone enter a strong man’s house and 
steal his possessions unless he first ties up the strong 
man? Then he can plunder his house. 30 Anyone who 
is not with me is against me, and anyone who does 
not gather with me scatters. 31 Therefore, I tell you, 
people will be forgiven every sin and blasphemy, but 
the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 
32 Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it 
will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the 
Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age 
or in the one to come.



THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

One year when I was in middle school, I got a really cool bike from my parents for 
Christmas. I rode it to the baseball fields the following spring and dropped it behind 
the bleachers. After the game, I went to grab my bike, and it was gone. A few days 
later, I saw a “friend” from school riding around town on my bike. Unforgivable!

Something much more serious happened to a friend I’ve connected with during my 
time in ministry. He had one of the worst experiences imaginable—his brother was 
murdered—and soon after, my friend encountered his brother’s killer. Unforgivable! 
Hopefully, we’ll never be in the position of my friend. Nonetheless, we’ve all been 
offended in serious ways:

    Maybe a classmate got caught cheating and pinned the blame on you.

   Maybe you’ve even experienced really tough things in your home.

Are there really some sins God will not forgive? Here’s the thing. My friend actually 
expressed forgiveness to his brother’s murderer and even led him to Christ. You and 
I are called to do the same for everyone who offends us, because it’s not our place to 
withhold forgiveness. However, Jesus is the perfect judge and His confrontation with 
a group of Pharisees found in the Gospel of Matthew will help us understand how 
and when God forgives. 

FACT: 
CATS NEVER FORGIVE. 

GORILLAS—YES. 
BEARS—YEP. 

DOGS—OF COURSE! 
RESEARCH SHOWS 

THAT DOMESTICATED 
CATS ARE THE ONLY 

SPECIES UNWILLING TO 
FORGIVE, SO BE GOOD 

TO YOUR KIT TIES 
OR SLEEP WITH ONE 

EYE OPEN.1

1   What convinced you that Jesus is the Son of God?

2   Where have you seen the power of Jesus at work around you?

MATTHEW 12:22-23
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3   List some ways our culture responds to the 
work of Christ.

4   Why do you think the works of God are often 
difficult to believe?

5   How can we help others see that Jesus is 
truly powerful?

6   How were the Pharisees in danger of 
committing the unforgivable sin?

7   What are the ongoing consequences of willful 
and persistent unbelief in Jesus?

8   How would you explain blasphemy 
against the Spirit, and why does God refuse to 
forgive this sin?

MATTHEW 12:24-29

MATTHEW 12:30-32

The failures of the Pharisees should 
be a warning for us today. They 
were so prideful, they thought Jesus 
was of Satan. #BSFLHeSaidWhat
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LIVE IT OUT

Because of sin in our lives, we all deserve God’s punishment. However, Jesus took the punishment for our sin, so 
forgiveness is available if we:

   Trust in Jesus as the Messiah.    Turn from our sins and follow Him.

9   How do you need to demonstrate a deeper faith in Jesus in order to grow in your relationship with 
Him and have more confidence in your salvation?

10   What sins do you struggle with? How will you work to put them to death, so you can grow in your 
relationship with Christ?

CHRIST

SINS HOW TO FIX THEM

58    SESSION 1 GOD DOES NOT FORGIVE THOSE WHO REJECT JESUS AND NEVER SEEK HIS FORGIVENESS.THE POINT



The Pharisees couldn’t appreciate the healing the demon-possessed 
man experienced because of their own selfish perspective and 
hatred for Jesus.

11   How have prideful or selfish attitudes kept you from 
celebrating good things others have experienced?

12   Who do you know who is experiencing difficult things 
and needs Jesus to bring healing to his or her life? How will 
you help make this a reality?

COMMUNITY

CULTURE
Our world, in large part, denies the power of Jesus. But the truth is 
Christ came and brought with Him the kingdom of God, and He’s 
coming again and will one day exercise His rule fully and finally. 
Those who believe will be a part of God’s kingdom. Those who don’t 
will be left out of God’s final kingdom.

13   Because faith in Jesus is a life-or-death issue (literally 
and eternally), how will you help unbelieving friends believe 
in Jesus’ power to save?
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When Jesus confronted the religious leaders in 
Matthew 12, He was speaking with people who 
had heard God’s truth. In fact, of all the people 
on earth, the Pharisees should have known God’s 
truth, because they were experts in the Old 
Testament law. Despite Jesus’ giving signs that 
pointed to the fact He was God’s Messiah, the 
Pharisees refused to believe—it messed up the 
way of life they appreciated so much! Instead of 
honoring Jesus, in spite of all the evidence, they 
intentionally rejected Him continuing in darkness 
and sin. As long as we’re in this life, the weakness 
of the flesh will tempt us to sin, and for believers, 
these moments of stumbling don’t remove us 
from God’s blessing. As long as we’re willing 
to repent, God is willing to forgive. However, if 
anyone comes to the point of rejecting Jesus and 
pursuing sin as a matter of lifestyle, they prove God 
has never transformed their hearts. To pursue sin 
intentionally and continually is to reject Jesus and 
His sacrifice. 

   When have you intentionally chosen sin? 
What brought you to the point of repenting?

   Why can we have confidence in God’s 
forgiveness when we repent?

DAY ONE
HEBREWS 10:26

DAILY
DEVOTIONS

THE 7 ARROWS OF
BIBLE READING

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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The Bible speaks over and over again of the 
realities those who don’t know Jesus will face. 
Whereas it’s easy to talk about God’s love, mercy, 
and grace, the idea of punishment for sin may be 
difficult to address. However, the Bible doesn’t 
hold back in speaking of judgment. Over and over 
again in the pages of Scripture, God reveals there 
is punishment for sin as a matter of warning to all 
people. We were created to live for eternity, and all 
people will exist for eternity in one of two places—
either heaven or hell. If we live by faith in Jesus, we 
can have confidence we will spend eternity with 
Him. But for those who reject Christ, their sins will 
be punished, and they will exist forever subject to 
the fury of God. 

   Why is it difficult to speak about 
God’s judgment?

   How can you lovingly help non-believing 
friends understand their need 
for forgiveness?

In the law, God provided instructions for how to 
deal with people who intentionally rejected His 
commands (Deut. 17:2-7). Those who had entered 
into a covenant with God, but then turned away 
to devote themselves to idols were to be put 
out from among God’s people and stoned to 
death. There was “no mercy” for those who knew 
God’s commands but refused to live by them. 
It’s incredibly tragic that people were sentenced 
to death and separated from God’s blessing. 
However, Israel was called to be holy—to be 
different and set apart so other nations would 
understand the power of God. Those who denied 
God and worshiped idols were a threat to lead 
others astray, and the law was established to 
maintain the purity of God’s people. The glory 
of God is an issue of highest importance, and to 
disregard it is to invite merciless judgment. 

   Why do you think God dealt swiftly and 
harshly with open rebellion?

   Why should we view sin just as 
seriously today?

DAY TWO
HEBREWS 10:27

DAY THREE
HEBREWS 10:28
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Jesus is God, plain and simple. However, the 
Pharisees refused to believe this and worked to 
convince the people they were responsible to 
lead of their position. They said in essence, “Look 
at us! We obey every point of the law—we’re 
holy!” In turn, they accused Jesus of operating 
by the power of the devil. Many people today 
believe Jesus was a good man or a prophet. 
However, to deny the divinity of Jesus is to say 
He’s a regular person just like the rest of us—this 
means He’s not sinless and profanes the blood of 
Christ! Old Testament believers had a clear picture 
of God through the law. However, those who 
have seen and heard Jesus have an even clearer 
picture of God’s goodness. To reject the divinity 
of Jesus is to reject the very blood with the power 
to save and deserves the harshest punishment.  

   In your own words, what does it mean to 
trample Jesus underfoot?

   Why does this deserve harsh punishment?

DAY FOUR
HEBREWS 10:29

Sometimes we may take obedience to God far 
too lightly. However, the ways we live are a direct 
reflection on the God we claim to represent. One 
day, we will all stand before God in judgment, 
and all sin will be punished. For those who’ve 
trusted in Christ, our punishment was poured out 
on Jesus. But for those who turn away and refuse 
to repent, they will pay for their own sins. God is 
perfectly and fully loving, which is behind His offer 
of forgiveness. At the same time, He is just and 
will exercise vengeance against those who persist 
in disobedience. There’s nothing more terrifying 
than this. 

   How do these ideas help you take matters of 
obedience more seriously?

   What is your response to Jesus 
enduring God’s wrath so you could 
experience forgiveness?

DAY FIVE
HEBREWS 10:30-31
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