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WHEN FALSE RELIGIONS DECEIVE

WHEN HAVE 
YOU BEEN 
CONVINCED 
TO BUY INTO 
FAKE NEWS?

TRUTH IS GROUNDED IN THE 
REALITY OF WHO JESUS CHRIST IS.

THE

POINT
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 1 JOHN 2:18-29
18 Children, it is the last hour. And as you have heard 
that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists 
have come. By this we know that it is the last hour. 
19 They went out from us, but they did not belong to 
us; for if they had belonged to us, they would have 
remained with us. However, they went out so that it 
might be made clear that none of them belongs to us.

20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and 
all of you know the truth. 21 I have not written to you 
because you don’t know the truth, but because you 
do know it, and because no lie comes from the truth. 
22 Who is the liar, if not the one who denies that Jesus 
is the Christ? This one is the antichrist: the one who 
denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies 
the Son has the Father; he who confesses the Son has 
the Father as well.

24 What you have heard from the beginning is to remain 
in you. If what you have heard from the beginning 
remains in you, then you will remain in the Son and in 
the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he himself 
made to us: eternal life.

26 I have written these things to you concerning 
those who are trying to deceive you. 27 As for you, 
the anointing you received from him remains in you, 
and you don’t need anyone to teach you. Instead, his 
anointing teaches you about all things and is true and 
is not a lie; just as it has taught you, remain in him.

28 So now, little children, remain in him so that when he 
appears we may have confidence and not be ashamed 
before him at his coming. 29 If you know that he is 
righteous, you know this as well: Everyone who does 
what is right has been born of him.



THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

From false promises to death hoaxes, fake news has become a trend in our society. 
Not long ago, large and well-respected companies were known to share the 
news—good, bad, and otherwise—with integrity. But today, thanks to the Internet 
and digital technology, virtually anybody can set up a professional looking blog or 
website that rivals the digital publications of legitimate news sources. One person 
can twist the facts, express his views as factual, and present it in a way that seems 
legitimate. Even though it looks good or sounds legitimate, it’s fake news all the 
same. The problem is made worse by the fact that people pass the stories along. 
When the story falls in line with our beliefs, we’re quick to share, and the fake news 
continues to spread.

A religious leader can sound equally convincing. He may speak with confidence and 
sound like he knows what he’s talking about, and his message may even contain 
elements of truth. However, if it doesn’t completely align with Scripture, it’s fake. 
Many people flock to religious teaching if it appeals to what they want to believe. 
Here’s the truth. Any message that isn’t grounded in Scripture and doesn’t teach the 
truth about Jesus, no matter how good it sounds, ultimately leads to destruction. 
It’s false and dangerous.

FACT: 
SIXT Y PERCENT 

OF PEOPLE CAN’T 
GO TEN MINUTES 

WITHOUT LYING AT 
LEAST ONCE, AND 

THAT’S THE TRUTH.1 

1   How can we identify false teachings?

2   Why is community so vital to our faith?

1 JOHN 2:18-20
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3   How can we identify false teachings?

4   What are some ways the world denies the 
truth about Jesus?

5   How can we demonstrate respect for others 
while opposing their beliefs?

6   In what ways has Jesus affirmed His identity 
to you through the years?

7   What are some obstacles that hinder us from 
remaining in Jesus and relying on Him? What 
disciplines have helped you remain in Jesus?

8   How does knowing Jesus is coming back 
encourage yet challenge you in your walk 
with Christ?

1 JOHN 2:21-25

1 JOHN 2:26-29As we grow in our faith, we 
should continually return to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
#BSFLengagingculture
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LIVE IT OUT

In order to be a part of God’s family, it’s essential that we believe the truth about Jesus. And in order to grow in our 
relationship with Christ, it’s important that we’re continually growing to know Him more deeply. 

9   What do the following verses reveal about Jesus?

CHRIST

John 10:30

John 14:6 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

Colossians 1:15-16 Philippians 2:6-8

This week, make time to meditate on and pray about each of these. Ask God to reveal to you and affirm 
in you the truth about Jesus. Ask that He would draw you closer to Him.
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Relationships are built in large part upon commonly shared interests, activities, and values. John reveals that many 
left the church because they never belonged in the first place, and ultimately, they refused to believe the truth about 
Jesus. Our churches today are going to be united so long as we are connected by our belief in Christ. 

10   How can you cultivate a strong bond with others in your church or student ministry based on your 
faith in Jesus?

COMMUNITY

CULTURE
Many times, we make assumptions about people in terms of what they believe about Christ and where they stand 
in relation to the gospel. However, chances are those assumptions are often wrong. The best filter to determine 
someone’s readiness to receive the gospel is sharing the gospel. 

11   Think about your friends who may not know Christ, and then list their names below. Pray for them 
this week, and make it a point to share the truth about Jesus with at least one or two. 

12   How did they respond to what you shared?

Continue to pray for lost friends and look for opportunities to share Christ at least once per week.
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Paul was an apostle of the Lord Jesus, and he had 
the right to speak with a special kind of authority. 
Today, the authoritative commands we follow 
don’t come ultimately from other people, but 
from Scripture. When we read that we are to share 
the gospel, or tell the truth, or give ourselves in 
worship to God, these aren’t merely suggestions. 
They come from God and teach us how we are to 
live in order to fulfill our purpose and receive God’s 
good pleasure. And Paul reminds us—Jesus, the 
eternal judge, dwells among us and is watching 
our lives and our hearts. Today, faithful obedience 
is essential to the Christian life. As we follow Christ, 
He produces fruit through our lives which gives us 
confidence to face the judgment. 

   How does it make you feel to know that 
Jesus sees you and will judge your works? 

   What do you need to change to live more 
fully in obedience to God’s commands?

DAY ONE
2 TIMOTHY 4:1

DAILY
DEVOTIONS

THE 7 ARROWS OF
BIBLE READING

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

108    SESSION 7



Most of us think preaching should be left to the 
preachers, and the rest of us are off the hook. 
However, that’s not necessarily the case. Shortly 
before Jesus left the earth, He gave a call for all 
the church to go into all the world for the sake 
of making disciples, teaching them to follow all 
Christ’s teachings (Matt. 28:19-20). This isn’t just 
a call to preachers, but to every one of God’s 
people. Every day, we’re going to encounter people 
who need to know of the hope found in Jesus. 
Preaching means simply sharing the gospel of 
Jesus and how it can make a difference in their 
lives. When we live every day in relationship with 
Him, we’ll be ready to share of the difference He 
makes in our lives. 

   What’s your response to being called 
to “preach”? 

   How can you preach the gospel to people in 
your life?

We’re called to share the pure gospel. However, 
because it’s offensive to the world’s values—
after all, who likes to be told they’re helpless to 
do anything to improve their desperately broken 
state?—they’ll come against those who proclaim 
the truth and hold to it. Those who are truly God’s 
people will never compromise their convictions. 
However, many will twist and manipulate the 
truth in order to appeal to those who would 
otherwise make their lives difficult. False teachers 
will say the things worldly people want to hear. 
They’ll shape the message in order to get ahead 
themselves. But all these things grieve God, and 
in the end, those who reject the pure truth will 
miss out on God’s blessings and will instead 
experience His judgment. 

   How have you heard people twist the truth 
of the Bible? 

   How can you prepare yourself to discern 
truth from lies?

DAY TWO
2 TIMOTHY 4:2

DAY THREE
2 TIMOTHY 4:3
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The truth can be difficult sometimes. We all have 
faults and weaknesses that can be difficult to 
own. However, in order to be reconciled to God, 
we have to confess our failures and trust in Christ 
to make us whole. This offends our pride on many 
levels, and most people simply aren’t willing to 
walk this road. Instead, they justify themselves 
and buy into one lie after another in the search 
for happiness and meaning. It may seem easier 
right now, but one day, all people will realize the 
truth about themselves and about God. It’s our 
job to help them understand the truth before it’s 
too late. 

   Why is it sometimes difficult to believe 
the truth? 

   What are the consequences of 
believing lies?

DAY FOUR
2 TIMOTHY 4:4

Worldly people are described as selfish and 
prideful and totally unwilling to yield to the truth. 
However, Christ-followers are called to something 
altogether different. Whereas worldly people live 
according to fleshly appetites, we’re to exercise 
self-control according to the power of the Spirit. 
Whereas worldly people give in beneath the 
pressure of hardships, we’re to endure by the Lord’s 
strength. And beyond these things, we’re to devote 
ourselves to rescuing those who are crushed by 
the weight of sin. The ministry we’re called to is 
to follow Jesus in serving others and proclaiming 
God’s truth. Live it out! It’s what we’re made for.

   When are you tempted to give in to the 
world’s pressures?

   What specifically do you believe God is 
calling you to? 

DAY FIVE
2 TIMOTHY 4:5
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