
6
SESSION

WHEN MATERIALISM CONSUMES

WHAT’S 
THE FIRST 
THING YOU 
REMEMBER 
BUYING 
WITH YOUR 
OWN MONEY?

POSSESSIONS WON’T LAST AND THEY DON’T 
SATISFY, BUT THE LOVE OF GOD DOES.

THE

POINT
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 1 JOHN 2:12-17; 3:16-18
12 I am writing to you, little children, since your sins 
have been forgiven on account of his name. 13 I am 
writing to you, fathers, because you have come to 
know the one who is from the beginning. I am writing 
to you, young men, because you have conquered the 
evil one. 14 I have written to you, children, because you 
have come to know the Father. I have written to you, 
fathers, because you have come to know the one who 
is from the beginning. I have written to you, young 
men, because you are strong, God’s word remains in 
you, and you have conquered the evil one.

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride in one’s 
possessions—is not from the Father, but is from the 

world. 17 And the world with its lust is passing away, 
but the one who does the will of God remains forever.

16 This is how we have come to know love: He laid down 
his life for us. We should also lay down our lives for 
our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has this world’s 
goods and sees a fellow believer in need but withholds 
compassion from him—how does God’s love reside in 
him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or speech, 
but in action and in truth.



THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

In the US, we enjoy a pretty good lifestyle. We go to movies and eat at nice 
restaurants; we have more clothes and shoes than we need, and we drive cars and 
get our thrills at amusement parks. When we compare ourselves with others, we 
may not see ourselves as being especially well off. However, even the bottom ten 
percent of Americans fare far better than most people in the world—even better 
than the wealthiest in some nations! 1

Most of the things we spend our money on are good things as long as we keep 
them in the proper perspective. However, we’re continuously bombarded by 
messages of more, and when we buy into the hype, we end up desiring things that 
have little meaning and spending our resources on things we simply don’t need. 

And there’s proof: 
   We buy food, certainly a necessity, then let nearly forty percent of it go to waste.
   Americans spend more on fashion accessories than college tuition.
   Children in the US own nearly half the world’s toys.2

We supposedly own the things we buy; however, in a certain sense, material things 
are controlling us. God certainly wants us to enjoy life, but He has a far better and 
more satisfying way. Possessions may make us happy for a time, but when we find 
our joy in God Himself, it will last for eternity.

FACT: 
BARBIE, ONE 

OF THE MOST 
POPULAR TOYS 

OF ALL TIME, 
HAS A FULL 

NAME: BARBARA 
MILLICENT 
ROBERTS.3

1   How has your faith grown over the years?

2   What are some ways you know God better now than when you first 
came to Christ?

1 JOHN 2:12-14
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3   How can we differentiate between love for 
God and love for the world?

4   How do we balance enjoying our possessions 
but not being consumed by them?

5   What strategies have you used to turn your 
focus toward God and away from things?

6   Why do you think the allure of “stuff” is so 
strong in our culture?

7   How does focusing on the gospel change our 
perspective toward our possessions?

8   How would God have you use your possessions 
for the sake of the gospel?

1 JOHN 2:15-17

1 JOHN 3:16-18

The key to true joy and 
fulfillment is learning to be 
satisfied not in the world, but in 
Jesus. #BSFLengagingculture
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LIVE IT OUT

Because of His great love for us, Jesus laid down His life. We are called to do the same thing. John mentions 
specifically sacrificing our possessions in order to accomplish God’s purposes. 

9   How are you using your possessions for the following?

CHRIST

To show 
love 

to those 
in need

To allow 
others to 
see Christ 

in you

To help 
people 

connect 
with God

10   What will you do this week to allow God to work through you to serve others?
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Galatians 6:10 teaches that we’re to do good to all, especially to 
those who belong to the family of God. There are many in our 
church family who are facing difficulties, and we often have the 
resources to minister to them in meaningful ways. 

11   What needs are you aware of in your church or 
student ministry?

12   How will you use the things God has given you to 
make a difference in their lives?

COMMUNITY

CULTURE
We’re called not only to serve our church family, but to be generous to everyone. After all, Jesus went so far as to 
give His life for sinners who had rejected Him. Our culture, on the other hand, operates primarily according to a 
look-out-for-number-one mind-set, so when we’re generous, it’s an opportunity to stand out and cause others to 
take notice.  

13   How can you use opportunities to be generous to make an impact in the lives of people who may 
not know Jesus?
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St. Augustine wrote that “pride is the 
commencement of all sin.” 4 When we are angry at 
others, it’s because we’re being selfish, and they’ve 
infringed upon our perceived right to be happy. 
When we steal, it’s because we want something 
that belongs to someone else. When we lie, it’s 
because we want someone to believe something 
that’s in our best interest, but isn’t true. Pride is 
all about “me” with no regard for others. When 
God gives us good gifts, we even become prideful 
about those, up to the point of trusting in our 
possessions for security. Ultimately, there is no 
hope whatsoever in the things of this world, and 
to trust in them leads to certain ruin. Nonetheless, 
many people fall into this trap and place too high a  
value on material possessions. 

   How have you trusted in material things for 
hope and security? 

   When have you known of worldly values to 
bring disappointment?

DAY ONE
1 TIMOTHY 6:17a

DAILY
DEVOTIONS

THE 7 ARROWS OF
BIBLE READING

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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In order to live well in this life, we need certain 
material things: clothes, shelter, and food. Beyond 
that it really helps to have materials for school, 
transportation, and even opportunities and 
supplies for extracurriculars. But instead of looking 
to these for purpose, we need to understand that 
everything good in our lives comes from God. 
Our meaning is found not in the gifts, but in the 
giver of good things. All blessings are intended to 
draw us closer to God and to allow Him to fulfill 
His purposes in and through us. Along the way, He 
desires that we would receive great joy in every 
step. When we trust in God, it all works together 
for His glory and our blessing. 

   Where do you find the most happiness: 
possessions, God, activities, relationships, 
or somewhere else? 

   How can you make sure your joy is rooted in 
God and not earthly things?

When God gives us good things, it’s always for a 
purpose. Always! We’re to use what we need, but 
more importantly, we’re to look for opportunities 
to use the things God has entrusted to us to do 
good to others. From an earthly perspective, 
being rich means having a big house, a nice 
car, and a fat bank account. However, from an 
eternal perspective, being rich involves using our 
possessions to serve others. We’re called to be 
rich, not in material things, but in good works. 
We’re called not to selfishness, but to generosity. 
We’re called not to keeping, but to giving. Jesus 
is the perfect picture of generous giving—He 
laid down His life that we could receive God’s 
blessings. We’re to follow Him in using all we have 
to serve God and others. 

   Take notice of the things God has given 
you. Would you characterize yourself as a 
keeper or as a giver? Why?

   Where do you truly find joy?

DAY TWO
1 TIMOTHY 6:17b

DAY THREE
1 TIMOTHY 6:18
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Treasure is something different for every person. 
For some, it’s a relationship. For others, it’s 
possessions. And sometimes treasure can be 
popularity, academic success, musical ability, or 
any number of things. Treasure really refers to 
the things we value most. From almost the time 
we’re born, the world continually sends messages 
meant to teach our hearts what to treasure. 
The problem is, the world’s messages are 
contradictory to God’s message. Worldly things 
will rust and break, and they provide nothing 
to build on in light of eternity. But the spiritual 
things we treasure and store have true value and 
will last forever. 

   What does the world continually say you 
should treasure? 

   What does it mean to store 
eternal treasures?

DAY FOUR
1 TIMOTHY 6:19a

God created us to live in relationship with Him, and 
as long as we lived by faith in obedience to Him, 
we enjoyed life as God intended it. However, from 
the moment Adam and Eve disobeyed and the 
curse was pronounced upon creation, death was 
introduced into the picture. Life versus death is not 
simply a matter of a beating heart and breathing 
lungs. It’s much more than that. True life isn’t a 
matter of the physical body, but of the spirit. Not 
the temporary, but the eternal. There are many 
around us that move and breath, but they’re not 
spiritually alive. Likewise, many are in the grave 
who are, as we speak, experiencing the true eternal 
life. To truly live in eternity with God, we must have 
transformed hearts and use all that God gives for 
His purposes. Love God. Love people. Give.

   How would you describe true life? 

   What is involved in taking hold of 
eternal life?

DAY FIVE
1 TIMOTHY 6:19b
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