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THE PROBLEM WITH WORK

WHAT 
FAMILIAR 
BRAND DO 
YOU LOVE 
TO USE?

OUR WORK GAINS MEANING WHEN 
IT’S DONE TO HONOR CHRIST.

THE

POINT

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE    29

 ECCLESIASTES 2:18-26; 3:9-13
18 I hated all my work that I labored at under the sun 
because I must leave it to the one who comes after 
me. 19 And who knows whether he will be wise or a 
fool? Yet he will take over all my work that I labored 
at skillfully under the sun. This too is futile. 20 So I 
began to give myself over to despair concerning all 
my work that I had labored at under the sun. 21 When 
there is a person whose work was done with wisdom, 
knowledge, and skill, and he must give his portion to 
a person who has not worked for it, this too is futile 
and a great wrong. 22 For what does a person get with 
all his work and all his efforts that he labors at under 
the sun? 23 For all his days are filled with grief, and his 
occupation is sorrowful; even at night, his mind does 
not rest. This too is futile. 24 There is nothing better for 
a person than to eat, drink, and enjoy his work. I have 

seen that even this is from God’s hand, 25 because who 
can eat and who can enjoy life apart from him? 26 For 
to the person who is pleasing in his sight, he gives 
wisdom, knowledge, and joy; but to the sinner he gives 
the task of gathering and accumulating in order to give 
to the one who is pleasing in God’s sight. This too is 
futile and a pursuit of the wind.

9 What does the worker gain from his struggles?  
10 I have seen the task that God has given the children 
of Adam to keep them occupied. 11 He has made 
everything appropriate in its time. He has also put 
eternity in their hearts, but no one can discover the 
work God has done from beginning to end. 12 I know 
that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and 
enjoy the good life. 13 It is also the gift of God whenever 
anyone eats, drinks, and enjoys all his efforts.



THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

There are certain brands or products in America that are so familiar, most 
everyone has used them, and if not, they’ve certainly seen or heard of them. Many 
teenagers in America have used an Apple iPhone or laptop or have worn a pair 
of Under Armour shorts or shoes, or maybe you’re a little crafty and have even 
sold something handmade on Etsy. Here’s something interesting. Each of these 
companies, though they’re incredibly successful today, had modest starts.

   Apple started in a garage.
   Under Armour was launched out of a car trunk.
   Etsy began in the owner’s home.

As you might imagine, the ride from these beginnings to multi-million dollar status 
was quite the roller coaster of struggles and successes. Yet they made it. 

However, no matter how great our success or how rich we become, we will have to 
leave the results of our hard work in the hands of others after we’re gone. How will 
that turn out? Sadly, not well. According to studies, “Seventy percent of wealthy 
families lose their wealth by the second generation, and a stunning 90 percent by 
the third.”1 What’s the point of all that work if we’re just going to leave it to others 
who will waste it?

FACT: 
THE EAGLE ON 

YOUR MONEY HAS 
A NAME. IN THE 

1830s, AN EAGLE 
BEGAN VISITING 
PHILADELPHIA’S 

U.S. MINT BUILDING 
AND WORKERS 

NAMED HIM “PETER 
THE MINT EAGLE.”2 

THEY USED HIM 
AS A MODEL FOR 

COIN ENGRAVINGS.

1   When have you felt like your work was meaningless?

2   What factors contribute to a sense of satisfaction or 
dissatisfaction at work?

ECCLESIASTES 2:18-23
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3   When are you tempted to pursue immediate 
gratification as opposed to seeing things from an 
eternal perspective?

4   When have you felt like something was taken 
from you and given to someone else?

5   How can you grow in being satisfied with 
what God gives to you?

6   How can the things you’re currently working 
at be used for kingdom purposes?

7   How could approaching school or practice 
as a gift from God benefit you and be a witness 
to others?

8   How can you tell God has set eternity in the 
hearts of all people?

ECCLESIASTES 2:24-26 ECCLESIASTES 3:9-13

For those who work with the eternal in view, we recognize that everything we 
have comes from our Father, and we’re satisfied with what God entrusts to us. 
#BSFLFindingMeaning
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LIVE IT OUT

It’s tempting at times, particularly when things become difficult, to fall into complaining about school or work. 
However, Scripture teaches we’re never to complain, and this includes the things we work for (Phil. 2:14).

9   When are you tempted to complain?

10   How can you see work differently—as a gift from God—in order to honor Him?

Thankfulness is a great alternative to complaining. Make it a point to regularly thank God for the 
opportunities you have.

CHRIST
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Laboring alone can be tedious and discouraging. However, simply working 
alongside others can make a big difference. After all, God’s designed us to 
live in close community with others.

11   What’s become difficult in your life? What is something 
you dream of achieving, and you need someone for help 
or encouragement?

12   Who will you invite alongside you?

13   Who in your life needs encouragement in school or in their 
work? How will you help him or her this week?

COMMUNITY

CULTURE
Work is tough for everyone, plain and simple. Because of this, it’s natural to 
groan and gripe. However, this provides a great opportunity for Christians 
to stand out. 

14   How will you demonstrate a Christlike attitude in seeking to 
impact unbelieving friends for the sake of the gospel?
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When we work hard at something, particularly 
something we don’t necessarily enjoy, we often do 
so to avoid the displeasure or consequences from 
those in positions of authority. For instance, who 
likes to do homework? No one! Okay, I’ve known a 
few people who do. But most of us put just enough 
effort into our homework to get a grade that meets 
our personal standard. Some of us might try harder 
if our parents have high expectations, but very few 
of us always do our absolute best. However, from 
God’s perspective, this is not good. We aren’t called 
to just get by, but to give the best of ourselves 
to all we pursue. And not because someone is 
watching, but as a matter of character (which has 
commonly been defined as doing right when no 
one is looking), and in order to honor God. To work 
from the heart means not giving our best due 
to external expectations, but out of the genuine 
desire to please God. 

   What things do you work at “from 
the heart”?

   How can you grow in cultivating character 
that pleases God?

DAY ONE
COLOSSIANS 3:23a

DAILY
DEVOTIONS

THE 7 ARROWS OF
BIBLE READING

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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People are constantly placing expectations on 
others. At times, this is appropriate. Of course, 
parents must establish guidelines for their children. 
Teachers and coaches have the responsibility 
of establishing healthy expectations for their 
students. When these are pursued by the right 
people for the right reasons, it helps us to grow in 
many ways. However, people without authority or 
without the right intent seek to influence or control 
others when it’s not their place—peer pressure 
comes to mind. As students, it’s important you 
learn to recognize what kind of influence people 
are having on you. Are they guiding you to pursue 
things that honor God, or not? Ultimately, all that 
matters is that we live our lives to please God. 

   When have you done things that made 
others happy, but you know it didn’t 
please God?

   How can you know when others’ 
expectations of you are God-honoring?

In one sense, an inheritance is property or goods 
received after a family member passes away. We 
generally focus on death as a required factor for 
someone to receive an inheritance. However, 
there’s another way to look at this. In Scripture, 
the emphasis is placed not on what’s received 
after death, but on the idea of being an heir. In 
the New Testament, we see Abraham, according 
to his faith, made an heir to the land of Canaan 
(Heb. 11:8). We also learn that Jesus, because He is 
God’s Son, is the heir of all things (Heb. 1:2,4). We 
are also heirs and in line to receive an inheritance 
from God. We are heirs, like Abraham, by faith. 
Like Jesus, who perfectly obeyed God’s will for His 
life, we are God’s sons and daughters. Genuine 
faith always leads to obedience. When we devote 
our lives to working for God and in a way that 
pleases Him, we can know we are heirs, and we 
will receive the inheritance—namely, salvation—
He has for His children. 

   How can we be confident we are heirs 
to salvation?

   What are you most excited about 
concerning your inheritance in Christ?

DAY TWO
COLOSSIANS 3:23b

DAY THREE
COLOSSIANS 3:24a
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People today serve many things. Some devote 
their lives to money and possessions, to having 
the best and having it all. Others value status 
above all other things—popularity or good 
looks, being the best or making others jealous. In 
general, apart from Christ in our lives, we all serve 
ourselves. However, to be follower of Jesus means 
to live as He did. Even though Jesus is King, He 
lived as a servant, because God’s purposes aren’t 
accomplished according to worldly wisdom and 
power, but through humility and sacrifice. As 
Christians, we are to refuse living in ways that 
serve our own selfish interests. Instead, we’re to 
devote ourselves to serving others sacrificially, 
so they would understand the goodness of God. 
And ultimately, we’re to see ourselves as servants 
of Christ and His purposes. 

   When have you been torn between serving 
yourself and serving Christ?

   What are the rewards for living to 
serve Jesus?

DAY FOUR
COLOSSIANS 3:24b

Scripture teaches that God is love (1 John 4:8), and 
many think this means God wants good things 
for all people (He does), and He will overlook sin. 
However, this simply isn’t the case. That God is love 
means, when we weren’t deserving, He made a 
way through Jesus for us to be reconciled to Him. 
There’s no greater love than Jesus’ laying down His 
life (John 15:13). At the same time, God is just, and 
this means sin must be punished. For those who 
live by faith in Christ, He takes our punishment, 
and in its place, He allows us to experience the 
eternal blessings of God. However, for those who 
reject God’s gift of salvation, because payment is 
required for sin, they will pay for their own. 

   In your own words, what does it mean that 
God is love?

   How should the idea of God’s justice impact 
the way we live every day?

DAY FIVE
COLOSSIANS 3:25
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