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WHAT DO
YOU WISH
YOU HAD
THE MONEY
TO BUY?

THE PROBLEM WITH WEALTH

THE

POINT

CONTENTMENT COMES FROM
CHRIST, NOT OUR WEALTH.

ECCLESIASTES 5:10-20
The one who loves silver is never satisfied with
silver, and whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with
income. This too is futile. 11 When good things increase,
the ones who consume them multiply; what, then, is
the profit to the owner, except to gaze at them with
his eyes? 12 The sleep of the worker is sweet, whether
he eats little or much, but the abundance of the rich
permits him no sleep.
10

There is a sickening tragedy I have seen under the
sun: wealth kept by its owner to his harm. 14 That
wealth was lost in a bad venture, so when he fathered
a son, he was empty-handed. 15 As he came from his
mother’s womb, so he will go again, naked as he came;
he will take nothing for his efforts that he can carry
in his hands. 16 This too is a sickening tragedy: exactly
as he comes, so he will go. What does the one gain
13

who struggles for the wind? 17 What is more, he eats in
darkness all his days, with much frustration, sickness,
and anger.
Here is what I have seen to be good: It is appropriate
to eat, drink, and experience good in all the labor
one does under the sun during the few days of his
life God has given him, because that is his reward.
19
Furthermore, everyone to whom God has given
riches and wealth, he has also allowed him to enjoy
them, take his reward, and rejoice in his labor. This is a
gift of God, 20 for he does not often consider the days of
his life because God keeps him occupied with the joy of
his heart.
18
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THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
FACT:
NINET Y-FOUR
PERCENT OF
PAPER MONEY IS
CONTAMINATED
WITH BACTERIA—
MAYBE WE DON’T
WANT MONEY
AFTER ALL!1

In a big way, the American life revolves around money. If we want to go to the
movies—gotta have money. If we want a new pair of shoes—gotta have money.
If we want a new phone, or a subscription to a streaming music service, or a burger
with friends—gotta have money.
We’ve likely heard the best things in life are free, and in a certain sense, that’s true
(at least financially). However, even the most basic needs—such as food and water,
housing, even education—require that we have funds to pay for the things we
need. The problem is many people see money and the things it buys as the source
of their happiness. Therefore, they do everything within their power to get it, even
if it means sacrificing meaningful time with family or compromising their values.
Many people have learned the hard way that money has no power whatsoever
to make us happy. When used wisely and in the ways God desires, it can help us
accomplish good. However, when viewed from a worldly perspective, money can
become a demanding master that requires more than we’re willing to give. Many
of us think, if we just became rich, all of our problems will be solved. King Solomon,
who was exceedingly rich, knew it didn’t work this way. Money does not bring
happiness—contentment and fulfillment come from Christ alone.

ECCLESIASTES 5:10-12

1 How has your attitude about money changed over time? How does it
need to change now?

2 How does our culture reflect the truth that wealth never brings the
satisfaction we think it will?

38

SESSION 5

THE POINT

CONTENTMENT COMES FROM CHRIST, NOT OUR WEALTH.

ECCLESIASTES 5:13-17

3 Why do some people look to wealth for hope

The way to find contentment that
leads to joy is to view life from an
eternal above-the-sun perspective.
#BSFLFindingMeaning

and security?

ECCLESIASTES 5:18-20

4 What’s the danger in placing our
security in money?

5 How can we make sure we keep our hope in

6 How would you describe a biblical approach
to wealth?

7 What experiences have helped you learn to be
content with what you have?

Christ instead of the things of this world?

8 How can our attitudes and actions show our
trust is in God, not money?
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LIVE IT OUT
CHRIST
There are temptations all around that would draw us away from
God if we’re not careful, and money and material possessions are
particularly dangerous in our culture. As God’s children, we’re
called to be satisfied in Him and nothing else.

9 What things have captured your heart and affections
that you owe to Jesus?

10 What specific things will you commit to pursuing in order to grow in your affections for Christ?
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COMMUNITY
Many times, we’re tempted to operate according to a get-as-much-as-I-can perspective. However, this attitude goes
against what Scripture teaches and shapes our hearts to be selfish, not sacrificial. Instead, God calls us to be generous
with the things He’s given us.

11

What has God given you beyond what you need? Use the following graph to note what God has
given you. List both the needs and wants He has provided.

NEEDS

WANTS

12 How can you use the items you listed to generously meet the needs of others in your life?

CULTURE
America is known as the land of opportunity, and we should certainly be thankful for the privileges and freedoms
afforded us here. However, it’s not uncommon for people to pursue those opportunities for the sake of getting rich
instead of richly blessing others.

13 How can you demonstrate a Christlike, eternally-oriented attitude toward possessions this week
for the sake of impacting your unbelieving friends?
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DAILY
DEVOTIONS

THE 7 ARROWS OF

BIBLE READING

What does this
passage tell us
about God?

What does this
passage Tell us
about man?
What does
this passage
demand of me?

How does this passage
change the way I
relate to people?

How does this
passage prompt
me to pray?
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MATTHEW 6:19

Most teens going out and getting jobs while still
in school will start out at minimum wage or close
to it. You’ll go to your job, work hard, and get a
paycheck at the end of the week. It may seem
pretty big, and it’s certainly a big deal—after all,
you’ve earned it yourself! However, after dinner
and a movie with your friends, a week’s worth of
work is gone in only a couple of hours. All of life
is like this in many ways. We work hard to buy
clothes and cars, houses and vacations, but we’ll
lose it all much sooner than we’d like to admit. It
will either wear out, be taken from us, or at the end
of the age, God will destroy all the material world
(2 Pet. 3:11-12). However, we have the opportunity
to live our lives as an investment in eternity.
When we live for God, we work for things that will
last forever.
When have you been really upset that
something you valued broke?

What does this
passage say?
What did this
passage mean to its
original audience?

DAY ONE

What’s something that was once very
valuable to you, but now you care nothing
about it? Why does this happen?

DAY TWO

MATTHEW 6:20

It’s not inappropriate to work for earthly things. In
fact, there’s nothing wrong with investing in ways
that allow us to become incredibly rich. The real
issue is how we use our wealth. From a worldly
perspective, we pursue riches to make ourselves
comfortable, to indulge in luxury, and to provide
security for the future. However, God calls us to see
our possessions differently. Christians understand
that all we have is from God, and we are to use
what He’s given us for His purposes—to serve
others and bring glory to Him. When we do this,
we store for ourselves eternal treasures, which are
far better than anything this world has to offer.
How are you using what God’s given you to
make an investment in eternity?

How would God have you grow in this?

DAY THREE

MATTHEW 6:21

Many people say one thing, but live another.
For instance, some teens claim to cherish their
friends, but they make fun of them behind
their backs. Here’s the truth of the matter. No
matter what we say, we can know the truth
about what someone values by observing their
lives. We may claim to love Jesus, but if we fail
to live in obedience to His commands, the fact
is we don’t treasure Him like we think we do. To
treasure Jesus means He’s captured our heart,
and our heart—what we truly value—guides
everything about our lives. Scripture teaches
we’re to work out our salvation with fear and
trembling (Phil. 2:12). Where we stand in relation
to God is serious business, and we’d be wise
to give continual and serious consideration to
our salvation. The true follower is the one who
treasures Jesus, not the things of this world. And
to treasure Jesus means it will be evident in the
way we live.
How well does your life match up to what
you say you value?

How can you better demonstrate that Jesus
is the treasure of your life?
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DAY FOUR

MATTHEW 6:22-23

The eye is the part of our body that perceives
light and allows the rest of the body to benefit.
If we couldn’t see, we’d have no way of knowing
if the path in front of us is clear or full of dangers
that could cause us to fall. When our eyes see
well, it keeps the rest of the body safe, but when
our eyes don’t see, we suffer. We have spiritual
eyes as well, and when we rightly perceive
spiritual truth, we’re able to live in ways that keep
us healthy and safe. However, when spiritual
blindness keeps us from understanding and
accepting God’s truth, we walk in ways that
eventually lead to destruction. Jesus is the light
of the world, and He’s come so we can see God’s
truth and follow after Him. When we do, we can
trust He’ll lead us into God’s blessing.
 escribe a time you were in
D
complete darkness.

 s a part of God’s family, how should
A
we think about people who are blind to
spiritual truth?

DAY FIVE

MATTHEW 6:24

The riches of the world can seem bright and shiny,
and they can capture our attention. Because we
still wrestle with the flesh as long as we’re in this
life, we may be tempted to turn away from Jesus
and pursue riches. However, Jesus is very clear—
it’s impossible to devote ourselves to God and the
things of the world at the same time. Following
God means entering into a covenant with Him, and
it requires that we follow Him exclusively. To follow
the world means to reject God. Likewise, to follow
God means to refuse to give even the smallest
parts of ourselves to this world.
 hen have you been tempted to “straddle
W
the fence” between loving God and
the world?

When we do this, what does it really say
about our spiritual condition?
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