
CONNIE'S               
   CORNER

A quick update on children's ministry

Do you like to work with your hands? Watch the young children! They are constantly
touching items, moving from object to object. In the first five years of life, humans learn

about their home, their family, their environment… the world around them through their
senses. So often we think learning only occurs by what we see and hear, but touch is just as
important! Instead of watching TV, videos, ZOOM or listening to radios, CD’s or podcasts –

get your hands into the sudsy water, rich soil, or bowl of mixed dried beans to see what
child’s play feels like.  

For thousands of years the primary educational focus has been on the level of intelligence
measured through Verbal/Linguistics or the ability to read, recall, rote memorize, and
regurgitate concepts. Howard Gardner’s research on Multiple Intelligences in the early

1980’s blew this idea apart! Rather than the idea of one single intelligence, I was so grateful
to hear the outcome of his studies because I had a young child who was definitely Bodily-

Kinesthetic – very busy – needing to touch, crawl, move, dance, draw, paint, and design at a
time when his preschool and elementary teachers were telling him he had to sit still and

just listen! YIKES!  
The tendency with active children like my son was to be labeled as ADD/ADHD, or “Busy”,
“Disruptive,” or a “problem” for the teachers who wanted to keep control of the classroom

by controlling the “bad boy.”  Incidentally – most classroom environments have more than
one of these typically busy boys! The answer is not to squelch their energy and need to
move but to channel it. Keep the busy child, busy. Give them lots to do to engage their

hands and minds.  
My “busy boy” adult son is a creative genius and 30 years after I first confronted his

preschool teacher, he has learned to be his best self – and will earn far more in his lifetime 
 than I ever could even though I was the “good girl who got all A’s”! (Labels are so

destructive – please avoid using them to stereotype or over generalize. Research for greater 
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 children, grandchildren. But for sure, take 5
minutes today to do something with your hands.

My suggestion during this incredible SPRING
TIME in Spokane is to get out and pick some wild
flowers or plant some seedlings. I’ll be taking time
to explore the sands and surf of the Atlantic Coast.

See you all on Easter!
 

*See Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences
 

  understanding.)  My point: Let children be children! Do some
research into the *Multiple Intelligences and discover which

intelligence you are strongest in; then look at your spouse,

http://www.simplypsychology.org/multiple-intelligences.html

