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Discerning a Way Forward 
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As many are aware, the United Methodist Church has been in conflict for many years regarding 

human sexuality and the understanding of scripture. Specifically, the presenting issue is whether 

to extend marriage and ordination rites to LGBTQ persons who profess the Christian faith. After 

decades of growing tension and diminishing trust, a splintering of the United Methodist Church is 

currently underway. 

Considering this division and splintering, our Church Council recently approved a Discernment 

Team to help guide our church through a time of exploration and information gathering as we 

seek to discern who God is calling our congregation to be in the future. The purpose of the  

Discernment Team is to provide relevant information in as even-handed manner as possible. As a 

reminder, the Discernment Team does not have any decision-making authority. It simply exists to 

disseminate information, gather input from church members, and provide information to Church 

Council about the options this congregation has going forward.  

At the 2019 General Conference of the United Methodist Church, legislation (Paragraph 2553) was 

passed that provided a path for local churches to disaffiliate over the issue of human sexuality. A 

number of local churches across the denomination have either disaffiliated or are in the process of 

doing so. Some of these churches have elected to become independent while others have joined 

denominations such as the Free Methodist Church or the newly formed Global Methodist Church. 

A decision on whether to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church can only be made at a 

called Church Conference – which is a meeting where every member present will have a vote. 

Whether to call for a Church Conference is a decision of our Church Council.  

Jamestown UMC is a theologically diverse church – we have members all across the theological di-

vide. It’s what makes this church so special. But it is also what makes dealing with complex and po-

larizing issues so difficult. We have faithful members who hold very strong convictions based upon 

their understanding of the Christian faith. It is important to acknowledge this so that we can strive 

to offer love and respect to one another even when we disagree.  

The Discernment Team has set a townhall meeting for October 23rd at 2 in the sanctuary. 

The purpose of this meeting is to offer a brief overview of where things currently stand in the UMC 

on the issue of human sexuality, provide background on what has led to the current impasse, and 

give you an opportunity to share your concerns, questions, and hopes. The meeting will be live 

streamed for those unable to attend in person.  
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