
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 



 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This devotional is meant to be a guide as you read through the book of Ecclesiastes. 
Read the designated portion of scripture each day and spend time with God using the 

devotions and questions provided. 
 

Please start by watching The Bible Project’s Overview of Ecclesiastes 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrsQ1tc-2wk





Day 1 - Monday: Make a Difference 
                 Ecclesiastes 1:1-11, Proverbs 15:16-17 

Your life will be wasted. That can be a good thing or a bad thing, depending on the 
decisions you are making right now. After a long but productive day at school, 
extracurricular activities or work, we feel tired, done, wasted. But, what a sweet feeling 
to know you put in the work and will see the benefits, whether it’s a good grade or just 
the feeling of a job well done. Then there are the times when we face a looming 
deadline but spend all morning on social media or video games. Time wasted. How 
you spend your time today determines your tomorrow.  

Solomon, the writer of Ecclesiastes and Proverbs, fell into a routine of wasting his days. 
To outsiders, Solomon seemed to have it all together. He spent his time acquiring 
women and money. Building projects were erected in his honor. He was a king, after all, 
so how bad could life be? Then you read Ecclesiastes and realize how hopelessly 
depressed Solomon became. 

A life well wasted is not spent feeding our own desires. A life well wasted is spent 
loving God and loving others. What would happen if we spent our time and energy 
making a difference instead of just making money? 

Our life will be wasted in pursuit of God, or it will be wasted in pursuit of lesser things. 
There is no other option. At the end of your life, when everything is said and done, will 
you be able to look back at a trail of lives that have been impacted for eternity, or will 
you see old cars, old homes and bank accounts filled with money that will be given to 
someone else to spend? 



Reflect: 

• If your life was over today, how would you feel about the way you spent your 
time? 

 

• What does a life in pursuit of God look like? 

 

• What decision do you need to make today to live a life that makes a difference? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 2 - Tuesday: Wisdom is Meant to Be Shared 
                Ecclesiastes 1:16-18, Luke 12:48 

What would you do if you had more money than you could possibly imagine? Consider 
that you had worked hard for every penny earned, and you had a team of supporters 
behind you every step of the way. Would you spend it all on beautiful houses, 
furnishings, cars and clothes for yourself? Would you use it to travel and explore 
different foods and culture? Would you bury all of your riches so no one else could ever 
find them? Maybe you would invest it, let it grow into something even more. Or, would 
you support a charity or someone in need? 

It’s fun to dream about what you’d do with a lot of wealth, but now imagine instead of 
money, you were rich with wisdom. God blessed Solomon with wisdom to lead his 
nation. However, Solomon confessed, “For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; the 
more knowledge, the more grief” (Ecclesiastes 1:18). The more we know, the more 
imperfection we see around us. Solomon became aware of the evil in the world and was 
overwhelmed by it. 

Wisdom, like money, is meant to be used, not just accumulated. If we merely seek 
wisdom, we are doomed. We will be “chasing after the wind” (Ecclesiastes 1:17). 
But God created us for more than that.  

“But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten 
with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; 
and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked” (Luke 
12:48). 



Seeking wisdom doesn’t have to be fruitless. It also doesn’t have to be scary. When we 
accept the responsibility to do something with knowledge and wisdom, we start to see 
change. And, God will entrust us with even more. 

Similar to money, wisdom is a resource God asked us to steward. If we waste wisdom, 
it is worthless; but if we use it for good and God’s glory, it can change the world. 

 
Reflect: 

• What area of your life have you asked God for wisdom in recently? 

 

• What is one way you could use the knowledge you’ve been given to impact the 
world around you? 

 

• What wisdom could you share with your loved ones? 

 
 



 
Day 3 – Wednesday: How to Extend your Holiday 
High      Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, 1 Peter 1:8-9 
 
 

After much anticipation leading up to it, Christmas comes to an end. The trees are 
dismantled, the ornaments carefully packed away, the twinkling lights stashed as we 
return to normal schedules. As the shopping bills arrive and families scatter back to 
their homes has your holiday joy faded? Or altogether disappeared? 

It's easy to get caught up in seeking pleasure in gifts and festive gatherings. But, if we 
aren't careful we will find ourselves seeking joy in all the wrong places, just as Solomon 
once did. Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 lists all the ways Solomon tried to bring joy to his life: 
wine, entertainment, large buildings and wealth. But, even all this could not fill the void 
in his soul. “Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to 
achieve, everything was meaningless”  (Ecclesiastes 2:11). Solomon had all the world 
could offer as far as pleasure is concerned but still felt empty inside. 

Consider where you look for joy. Everlasting joy can only come from Christ. “And even 
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressive 
and glorious joy” (1 Peter 1:8). Glorious joy can be cherished throughout the year—not 
just experienced with holidays. If we seek Jesus, He will give us a joy that can sustain 
us in any season.  
 



Reflect: 

• How are you seeking joy? Is there anything you seek pleasure in that interferes 
with your relationship with Jesus? 

 

• Spending time with Jesus by reading the Bible and praying is a great way to 
increase your joy. How often do you spend time with Him in that way? 

 

• What is one thing you need to change in your routine to spend more time with 
Jesus and seek your joy in Him rather than the fleeting pleasures the world 
provides? 



Day 4 - Thursday: Good News: Life is Meaningless 
                 Ecclesiastes 2:12-17, Philippians 3:12 
 

Have you ever come to the end of a long season and thought it was all pointless? You'd 
done your best, but it wasn't enough. There wasn't enough money, enough hours in the 
day, or enough willpower to make the dream come true. If making seemingly wise 
decisions won't save you when you need it, why not just cave into temptation or give 
up? All your options seem to lead to the same place of hopelessness anyway. 

Outside of belief in Jesus, this life is meaningless. Attaining wealth, wisdom, and 
pleasure has no lasting significance outside of Him. But, when we give our lives to 
Jesus, He makes this promise: "Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over 
from death to life" (John 5:24). 

The truth is Jesus owns the world, and we can rest and know that no toil, no hardship, 
and no failure is outside of His plan. He placed us in this time and place for a reason. 
God has entrusted us with this life. As Paul shows us in Philippians 3:12, we find 
meaning and purpose in our lives when we give our lives to Jesus and pursue His plan 
for us. God doesn't do anything without a purpose. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Reflect: 

• What situation in your life seems pointless right now? 

 

• What is the easy way out? 

 

• In what way is God asking you to trust Him? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 5 - Friday: Why Do I Even Try? 
                    Ecclesiastes 2:18-26, Luke 12:16-21 
 
Have you ever been blindsided by a crisis? Maybe it’s a friend that has betrayed you or 
sibling that has hurt you. Sometimes, all it takes is one or two bad breaks to leave us 
thinking: Has this all been for nothing? 

Financial hits reveal the frailty of our own empires and legacies, our temporary 
glory.  In Luke 12:21, Jesus warns us, “This is how it will be with whoever stores up 
things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”  

When Solomon’s empire spiraled out of control, he saw that wealth had no meaning 
beyond this life. In Ecclesiastes 2:22-23, Solomon writes, “What do people get for all 
the toil and anxious striving…? All their days their work is grief and pain; even at night 
their minds do not rest.” 

Though Solomon lived thousands of years ago, he knew how it felt to have 
responsibility demands deplete him of peace and rest. God used Solomon’s frustration 
to refocus his attention on his motivation. Frustration is a good indication of 
misplaced motivation. One of the best things we can do when we’re growing 
frustrated is contemplate whether our work is self-centered or God-centered.  

Fulfillment and peace come from aligning our efforts with God’s plan and purposes. We 
have the most fun and feel the most purposeful when we listen to Jesus and do what He 
says.  As Solomon goes on to write, “To the person who pleases Him, God gives 
wisdom, knowledge and happiness…” (Ecclesiastes 2:26). 



The way to build a legacy that lasts is to build it around Jesus. God transforms 
frustration into fulfillment when our legacy is focused on serving Him. God has 
uniquely gifted each of us, and everything we do for Him will have eternal significance. 
When our lives are centered on Christ, we discover the lasting hope 1 Peter 
1:4describes: “ into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.” 
 
Reflect: 

• Is there any part of your life that feels meaningless right now? 

 

• Consider your actions over the last week. Are you striving to build your own 
empire and legacy? 

 

• What’s one step you can take this week to put Jesus at the center of your world? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Day 6 – Monday: Will This Season Ever End 
                     Ecclesiastes 3:1-15, Romans 8:26-30 
 
Ever noticed how the seasons of the year are similar to the seasons in our lives? 
Summer flies by while winter lasts forever. In our lives, the good times pass quickly 
while difficult periods seem to linger. While no one likes to experience hard times, they 
are opportunities to grow. 

Solomon was the richest and wisest man who ever lived and he still faced incredible 
highs and lows. In Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 he wrote, “There is a time for everything...a time 
to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance.” He knew that every 
situation, whether good or bad, had a purpose. We can be confident that even through 
times that seem to contradict God’s plan, God is working in and through them. 

Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” If the Lord is actively 
working in our lives, why aren’t our lives trouble-free? While the Lord cares about our 
circumstances, He cares more about our character and the people we become. He wants 
us to become more like His Son, Jesus, and draw closer to Him during hard times. 
Tough seasons allow our faith to grow.  

So, take heart if you are going through a difficult period. God can take the messiest 
situation and make it beautiful in His time. We just have to trust Him and His plan. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Reflect: 

• When you encounter a tough season how do you normally respond? 

 

• Are you currently going through a season in which you need to trust God’s plan? 

 

• What is one thing you need to remember to trust that God will work your 
situation for His good in His time? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Day 7 - Tuesday: I Want Justice 
             Ecclesiastes 3:16-22, Jeremiah 22:2-3 
 
It’s a story for the ages. The person we thought we were close to hurt us so badly it 
keeps us up at night. The very thought of the problem brings tears to our eyes. Then the 
hurt turns into anger. 

We want revenge, but that is not our job. In Ecclesiastes 3:17, we learn “there will be a 
time for every activity, a time to judge every deed.” As badly as we may want to get 
back at the person, God has already put a plan in place to handle the situation. There is 
no need for us to do anything. We just have to be patient with God’s timing. 

None of us are going to go through life without being hurt. And, the human response is 
to want to make the people who hurt us pay, but Romans 12:19 reminds us that justice 
is God’s job, not ours. Our job is to forgive them, as Jesus has forgiven us, and trust 
Him to lead them to repentance. 

Jeremiah 22:3 says, “This is what the LORD says: Do what is just and right…” God has 
told us in many different ways He will handle any situation we give Him. He loves us 
enough to right any wrong that may come our way. Our job is simple: Believe He will 
do exactly what He said He would do. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Reflect: 

• How are you currently dealing with a hurtful situation? 

 

• Have you forgiven the person who hurt you? 

 

• What is one step you can take today to forgive that person, and trust God with 
the situation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 8 - Wednesday: How to be Happy 
              Ecclesiastes 4:1-6 
 
What do you think about when you hear the phrase "the American Dream?" For many 
of us, the American Dream is about acquiring— getting the best looking spouse, the 
highest ranking job, all the money, and all the “stuff.”  

Having those things isn't wrong, but they aren't what matters to God. What matters to 
God and what matters for eternity isn't what we have but how we lived. In Ecclesiastes 
4:4, Solomon writes, “And I saw that all toil and all achievement spring from one 
person’s envy of another. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.” 

Maybe you’ve never tried to chase the wind, but have you chased bubbles? Almost as 
soon as you grab one, it bursts, forcing you to go chase another. The lie Satan tries to 
sell us is that if we can get what other people have—an attractive spouse, more money, 
a higher promotion, or a more athletic body—then we will finally be happy. Just like 
those bubbles, though, as soon as you catch whatever bubble you’re chasing, suddenly 
you realize it’s a different bubble you “need.” 

The truth of the Gospel is that, through Jesus, we have all we need. We don’t have to 
hustle for our worth and identity. We are not defined by how we compare to our 
neighbor. Our joy comes from our relationship with Jesus, not from the things we 
acquire. We can rest in the promise that we serve a good Father, who will 
take care of all our needs.  



 
Reflect 

• What is an area in your life where you are envious of what somebody else has? 

 

• How have you seen God provide for you in a different area recently? 

 

• Is there anything stopping you from trusting God with the area where you have 
been envious? What step can you take today to begin trusting Him with it? 

 
 
 
 



 

Day 9 - Thursday: How do you measure success? 
              Ecclesiastes 4:7-16 
 
Success is often measured by results. We look at the final score of the big game or the 
grades on our report card to measure how successful we have been. 

In our walks with Jesus, success is measured differently. Success isn’t measured on a 
monetary gain or the “score.” Spiritual success is measured in the relationships we build 
with others and how our relationships draw ourselves and others closer to God. 

Most of us have heard Ecclesiastes 4:7-12 read at weddings. A married couple moving 
in the same direction can go further and accomplish more than one person working 
alone. And the cord of three strands is a perfect image to explain how our relationships 
are stronger with Jesus at the center. 

But the idea that a relationship centered on Jesus will continue to grow doesn’t just 
apply to romantic relationships. It applies to every relationship we have. At Harvest, we 
believe you can’t do life alone. Successful relationships with Jesus are rooted 
in solid community. 
  
Community is where we find accountability and encouragement. As we believe the best 
is yet to come for others, they help us believe that for ourselves! When we put Jesus at 
the center of our relationships, we will see success in our walks with Jesus. 

 



 
Reflect: 

• Who knows you well enough to know when you’re struggling and to encourage 
you in your walk with Jesus?  

 

• Others need our support as much as we need theirs. Who do you need to 
encourage today? Who do you need to have a tough conversation with today? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 10 - Friday: What is integrity worth? 
               Ecclesiastes 5:1-7, Proverbs 21:3 
 
As followers of Jesus, we’re committed to living by God’s standards, such as 
integrity—saying what we mean and doing what we say. Proverbs 21:3 says, “To do 
what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.”   

Integrity means being “honest” and “whole and undivided.” First, we have to be honest 
with ourselves by asking: 

• Do I say I will do things that don’t get done? 
• Do I make excuses for not following through? 
• Do I substitute words when actions are needed? 

Ecclesiastes 5:2 says, “Do not be quick with your mouth...” The Bible doesn’t teach us 
not to use words, but to use them wisely and back them up with consistent actions. Jesus 
says, in Matthew 25:21, the “master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You 
have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!’” The master says “well done,” not, “well said.” 

If we struggle with integrity, there is hope. Romans 8:1 says. “.. there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Start with the first tiny step of an 
honest self-assessment. Then choose to follow Jesus to the next step in integrity, and 
keep following Him day by day. 

Living with integrity, positively acting to make others’ lives better, being thought of as 
a person of honest character—who wouldn’t feel good about that? 



We're all on an integrity journey called life. There is one path of honesty, 
wholeness, and action and another path of lip service and lying. Our integrity is 
priceless. The choice we make matters. 
 
Reflect: 

• Take a moment to ask God if there is any area of your life in which you lack 
integrity. Then confess it to Him, and ask Him to help you change. 

 

• Is there something that gets in the way of your integrity in that area? 

 

• What next step can you take to live with integrity? 

 



Day 11 - Monday: Mo’ money, mo’ problems 
               Ecclesiastes 5:8-18, 1 Timothy 6:6-11 

 
King Solomon was the wisest, richest man in the world, his fame reached the ends of 
the earth, making him a celebrity of his time. His jewels, lavish lifestyle, and 
womanizing would have fit right in with the covers of today’s gossip magazines. 
Having money seems like the answer to most problems, but just as we see with modern 
celebrities, Solomon discovered that money can be more of a burden than a blessing. 

Those who live for money can never get enough. The pursuit of it can become so 
consuming there is no time to rest. Fixing our eyes on money and possessions can lead 
to extreme hoarding or extreme spending. Hoarding leads to alienation from the people 
we love. Extreme spending—trying to have the latest and greatest of everything—can 
end in maxed out credit cards and empty bank accounts.  

But, we need money and jobs and things. How do we keep the things we own from 
owning us? 

The apostle Paul shares the secret in 1 Timothy 6:6-11. The problem really isn’t with 
money itself. The problem is with our focus. When we focus on money, money 
becomes an idol. Idols are anything that we try to use to fill the space in our hearts that 
only the one true God is big enough to fill. It’s like pouring water into a bottomless 
bucket. But, if we make God our focus, and work to honor Him, we learn to be content 
with whatever we have. Solomon reaches the conclusion in Ecclesiastes 5:18 that 
working hard to make money and enjoy the fruits of our labors is actually a good thing 
when God is the focus of our lives.  
 
 
 



 
Reflect: 

• In what way have you seen the love of money cause destruction in your life or 
the life of someone you know? 

 

• If money and fame were the answer to life’s problems, wouldn’t Hollywood 
produce the happiest and healthiest families in the world? Are you trusting in 
money to solve your problems, or in God? 

 

• What truth from the Bible do you need to remember to keep your focus on God 
rather than money?



Day 12 - Tuesday: Stop your pining 
                Ecclesiastes 6:1-12, James 1:15-18 

 
Being content is not always easy. Our homes are clean and decorated, but Pinterest has 
so many new ideas! We have closets full of clothes, but they are all last season. There’s 
a guy with a bigger and louder truck or a gym member who can lift more weights. 
When we start pining for what others have instead of appreciating and celebrating what 
we have, we begin chasing an unattainable satisfaction, an “I’ve arrived” moment that 
Solomon calls meaningless and compares to chasing after the wind. 

Discontentment and jealousy are sins, and if we let them, they will consume 
us. Ecclesiastes 6:7 says, “Everyone's toil is for their mouth, yet their appetite is never 
satisfied.” When we’re consumed with jealousy, we waste the blessings we do have 
wanting the things we don’t have. After all, if we don’t enjoy what we have, how can 
we expect to see the blessing in what God intends to give us in His perfect timing? 

God has good things planned for the rest of our lives. We don’t have to waste a 
lifetime striving for more. Proverbs 23:4 says, “Do not wear yourself out to get rich; be 
wise enough to restrain yourself.” There is rest when we enjoy the prosperity God has 
given us. So let’s take time today to thank God for every good thing we’ve been given. 



Reflect: 

• What good things has God given to you? Make a list and thank Him for them. 
Put the list where you can go back to it and add to it often. 

• What are you jealous of? What have you been pining for? Ask God to change 
your perspective about those things and replace your desire with contentment in 
what He has already given you. 



Day 13 - Wednesday: I can’t do this! 
                 Ecclesiastes 7 

 
Imagine babysitting a friend’s children and one of them falls off of his bike. He falls 
into a mud puddle and scratches his knee. You have two other kids with you, so you 
aren’t able to carry him home like you want to. Instead, he has to walk. It might break 
your heart hearing him cry the whole way, saying over and over, “I can’t do this!” But 
while he is saying he can’t do it, he is doing it. When you’re about 30 feet from home, 
you might turn to him and say, “I know it’s hard and you feel like you can’t do this, but 
look behind you at how far you’ve come, and look in front of you at how close home 
is!” 

This little guy truly believed he was having the worst day of his life. Everything hurt 
and no matter how close he was to home, his perspective was blurred by his current 
predicament. Have you ever felt like a day was the worst of your life? Have you found 
yourself going through the motions, but saying over and over “I can’t do this”? 

God allows us to experience pain for a purpose.  
 
Ecclesiastes 7:14 says, “When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, 
consider this: God has made the one as well as the other...” We often can’t see the logic 
or lesson in our bad days. But when God allows us to experience pain, it’s for a 
purpose. With each step we take, He walks alongside us, reminding us how far we’ve 
come and how close we are to home. 



Reflect: 

• Has there been a difficult time in your life that God has walked through with 
you, and used for a purpose you couldn’t see at the time? 

• Are you going through anything right now that feels impossible to get through? 
What do you need to remember about God’s faithfulness to help you trust that 
He is with you through this situation, and will use it for a purpose? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Day 14 - Thursday: Life is not fair 
                 Ecclesiastes 8 
 
“There is something else meaningless that occurs on earth: the righteous who get what 
the wicked deserve, and the wicked who get what the righteous deserve” (Ecclesiastes 
8:14). The world is full of crimes that never get solved and corrupt politicians and 
businessmen who have climbed to power. Christian persecution is rising, and godly men 
and women often go unnoticed. The unrighteous appear to prosper, while people who 
follow God are persecuted. 

Solomon also saw this happen during his lifetime. When we see the “wicked” succeed, 
it can be tempting to believe that life would be better apart from God. This is a lie. 
In Ecclesiastes 8:12, Solomon warns us saying, “Although a wicked person who 
commits a hundred crimes may live a long time, I know that it will go better with those 
who fear God, who are reverent before him.” 

As Christians, we know we have so much more to live for than the here and now. Our 
lives on Earth are a blip on the timeline of eternity. When we look at our lives through 
that long-term perspective, we realize that doing whatever it takes to get ahead in this 
life is just as Solomon described—meaningless. 

Christians will not always have immediate reward for following Jesus, nor will people 
receive immediate judgment for walking away from Him. But despite what 
hardship we may endure, a relationship with Jesus is worth far more than 
any temporary prosperity.  



Reflect: 

• Is there any area of your life that you have believed the lie that it would be better 
apart from God? Why? 

 

• In what way has following God in another area been for your good? 

 

• What step do you need to take to begin having a long-term perspective when it 
comes to your daily decisions in following Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Day 15 - Friday: A reason to live 
               Ecclesiastes 9:1-12, Ephesians 5:15-20 
 
How many times have you heard someone say: "The only sure things in life are death 
and taxes"? The person who originally came up with that concept was King Solomon. 
In the book of Ecclesiastes, he wrote: "It seems so tragic that everyone under the sun 
suffers the same fate. That is why people are not more careful to be good. Instead, they 
choose their own mad course, for they have no hope. There is nothing ahead but death 
anyway" (Ecclesiastes 9:3 NLT). 

Ok, he didn't say anything about taxes, but if he was paying them, he would have. But, 
let's look more closely at what he says before that. People assume they have no hope, so 
they do whatever they want without concerning themselves with the consequences, 
because they are going to die anyway. Sound familiar? Amazing how little has changed 
in 3,000 years. 

Now fast forward 1,000 years after Solomon to the birth of Jesus Christ, the hope of the 
world. As followers of Jesus, we are expected to view our lives differently than in 
Solomon's time. Paul gives us the right perspective in Ephesians: "So be careful how 
you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. Make the most of every 
opportunity in these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord 
wants you to do" Ephesians 5:15-17. 

These verses stand in stark contrast to those in Ecclesiastes. Live fully aware of the 
consequences of our actions. Don’t waste a single opportunity to do good by loving 
those God has put in our midst. 



Reflect: 

• Are you living for yourself or for God? 

 

• Who is one person in your life God is asking you to "do good" to? 

 

• What is one way you can do that? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional resources: 

• Through the Word (app) – “Acts 14” with Bill Welsh 
• The Bible Recap (podcast) – “Season 1: Day 325 (Acts 13-14)” with Tara Leigh-Cobble 

 



Day 16 - Monday: How to find wisdom 
               Ecclesiastes 9:13-18, James 3:13-18 
 
Have you been pleasantly surprised by the wisdom you received from someone who 
didn’t appear to have much to offer?  

When we have a problem, it’s easy to seek solutions from people who seem to have it 
all together—attractive, wealthy, strong, successful. But, often the greatest wisdom 
comes from unlikely sources. When the powerful king surrounded the small city to take 
it over, it wasn’t a great army that defeated him, it was the wisdom of a poor wise man. 
Solomon concluded, “‘Wisdom is better than strength’” (Ecclesiastes 9:16).  

Our culture honors those who fit society’s definition of successful, but “the quiet words 
of the wise are more to be heeded than the shouts of a ruler of fools” (Ecclesiastes 
9:17). Just because someone is loud doesn’t mean they are right. James 3:17 reminds us, 
“...the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.” 

The way to decide who we listen to is to compare their words to God’s Word. Wisdom 
from the Bible can always be trusted, because God is trustworthy.  

All wisdom comes from God. When we live by His Words, we will be like the wise 
man who was able to overcome his opponent during difficult circumstances. 



  
Reflect: 

• Who do you normally turn to for advice? Is that person wise?  

 

• What is one situation in your life right now that you need to seek Godly wisdom 
about? 

 

• In addition to God, who is one person you can seek wisdom from about that 
situation? 



Day 17 - Tuesday: Do you decisions lead to regret? 
                Ecclesiastes 10 
 
We can all recall a time when we acted foolishly. Maybe we spent too much money on 
clothes or gossiped about a friend who found out later. Hindsight is 20/20, but God 
offers something even better than hindsight. He offers wisdom. 

In this life, foolishness might gain popularity, a lavish lifestyle, or temporary comfort, 
but in God’s eyes wisdom is highly valued—even more than silver and gold (Proverbs 
16:16).  

God promises that those who search for wisdom will “understand the fear of the LORD 
and find the knowledge of God” (Proverbs 2:5). Why is that important? Because we 
don’t need to make poor decisions now to learn how to make wise decisions later. We 
can have the knowledge of God now in order to make wise decisions that will honor 
Him in the future. Ultimately, this will bring about rejoicing, not regret.  

More than anyone, God wants us to live successful lives, so we can trust that He has 
good things in store for those who are faithful. 

 



Reflect: 

• How do you make decisions now? Do these decisions often end in regret? 

 

• What is one way you can seek God’s wisdom today? 



Day 18 - Wednesday: Pity Party Crasher 
                Ecclesiastes 11:7-10, Psalm 68:3 
 
“However many years anyone may live, let them enjoy them all. But let them remember 
the days of darkness, for there will be many...” (Ecclesiastes 11:8). 

We’ve all had days where everything goes wrong and the last thing we want to do is 
praise God. Our relationships are strained, work is overwhelming and we are exhausted. 
When God is bringing us through this kind of season, our instinct is a pity party. 

Scripture gives us another way to react when our circumstances are nowhere near 
ideal. Psalm 68:3 says, “But may the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may 
they be happy and joyful.” This may seem impossible, and alone, it is. However 
Scripture has the power to make a broken heart a joyful one.  
 
Whenever you sense the pity party rising in your heart, be the party pooper. Pick a verse 
and cling to it. Preach it to yourself. For example, when everything seems to be going 
wrong you can cling to Psalm 34:19, “The righteous person may have many troubles, 
but the Lord delivers him from them all..." We will experience trouble. The Lord will 
deliver us. 
 
Practicing a constant awareness of God’s presence and His goodness will train your 
heart to be unshakable with joy. Sadness will come. Trouble is inevitable. But, God 
promises to fight for and to bring joy to those who love Him. 

 



Reflect: 

• In what area of your life do you struggle to find joy? 

  

• Is there a sin in your life that is preventing you from having joy in that area? If 
so, who do you need to tell to help you kill that sin? 

 

• How can you practice taking your eyes off your circumstances and placing them 
on Jesus so you can experience the fullness of joy He has for you? 

 
 



Day 19 - Thursday: How to stay on track 
                Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 
 
Just as a map or GPS is more beneficial when you use it from the beginning of a trip, a 
daily relationship with God can keep us grounded and on track for His plan for our 
lives. 

Too often, we wait to seek God until we feel desperate and overwhelmed. Prayer is 
frequently our last resort rather than a daily routine. In Ecclesiastes 12:1, Solomon gives 
us simple and wise counsel: “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before 
the days of trouble come.” The metaphors that follow describe the physical and 
emotional challenges of life and growing old. Solomon advises us to seek God now, not 
to wait until we feel hopeless and out of options. 

God has a specific plan for your life, beginning with a personal relationship with Jesus. 
He wants you to experience a full life through a daily relationship with Him. There will 
always be trials and tribulations, but walking through them with God allows us to face 
those trials with the wisdom, encouragement, and comfort only He can give. 

Seeking God only when you are in desperate circumstances is like turning on your GPS 
after being lost and driving aimlessly. You can avoid last-minute U-turns by 
seeking God's direction every morning.  
 

 



Reflect: 

• Think of a recent difficult situation you tried to handle on your own rather than 
with God. How did you feel? 

 

• How might the situation have gone differently if you sought God from the 
beginning? 

 

• What is one step you can take today to begin relying on God by spending time 
with Him in prayer and trusting Him to direct your path? 



Day 20 - Friday: That pain that leads to progress 
               Ecclesiastes 12:8-14 

 
Not all pain is the same. There is pain that pulls us down, and there is pain that leads to 
progress. There is pain we should prevent, and there is pain we should pursue. The key 
to progress is knowing which pain is which.  

Ecclesiastes 12:11 says, "The words of the wise are like goads, their collected sayings 
like firmly embedded nails—given by one shepherd." A goad is a cattle prod — a sharp 
metal object on a handle used to keep cattle moving.  

In our lives, Jesus is the shepherd, and the Bible is the cattle prod. Jesus said if we want 
to truly follow Him we have to be committed to obeying God's Word (John 14:23). 
When God's word tells us what we want to do (or are doing) is not God's plan for us, it 
is a painful thing to hear. But that pain, like a prod, will always keep us on the right path 
and moving forward. To choose to ignore God's Word and do things our own way feels 
good at the time, but pain will come later and will last longer.  

Not only does following God's Word keep us moving forward, but the collective 
wisdom in the Bible provides security and stability in times of trouble. Jesus said if we 
hear and obey His commands, the worst storms would not destroy us (Matthew 7:24-
27). 

While God's words are not always easy to hear, His direction is priceless. The best thing 
we can do is live in awe of God and obey His commands.  



Reflect: 

• Is there an area of your life in which you are not obeying God’s Word? 

 

• What pain of change do you need to commit to enduring to avoid the pain of 
regret in that area? 

 

• Are you living in the regret and consequences of a time you ignored God's 
wisdom? God doesn't want you to live that way. Connect with a parent, small 
group leader or pastor to help you get back on the road to progress.



 
 
Notes:
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