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Message Series:  Who is Wes? 
Message Title:  Whole Hearted Faith 
Speaker:  Shannon Whaples 
Date:  February 14, 2016 

ICEBREAKER: 

We all have things that we’ve “almost” done in our lives, whether it’s joining the military, getting a job, or going on a 

trip.  What is something that you “almost” did that you’re either glad you didn’t do, or something that you “almost” 

did that you wish you had done? 

MESSAGE OVERVIEW: 

Pastor Shannon talked about an “almost” Christian.  The reality is that there have been many in every age and nation who were 

almost persuaded to be Christians.  What is implied in being “almost” Christian?  1.  Honesty.  2.  Goodliness.  3.  Diligence.  It is 

possible to be diligent to stay away from evil and to desire to have a conscience that is clear but still not be a Christian.  What is 

involved in being a Christian?  1.  The love of our God.  This is a love that engrosses the whole heart and fills the entire capacity 

of the soul.  2.  The love of our neighbor.  If you’re wondering what this could look like, consider Paul’s description of love: 

patient, kind, does not envy, does not boast, is not proud, does not dishonor others, is not self-seeking, is not easily angered, 

keeps no record of wrongs, does not delight in evil, protects, trusts, hopes, and perseveres.  

DISCUSSION: 

(Leaders: The questions that follow are designed to stir reflection and discussion on this week’s primary message points.  Please 

read through them prior to your meeting, so you can be prepared to prayerfully pace your group well.  And remember, as a 

leader, your goal is to promote increased biblical awareness, as well as individual self-awareness – a combination that with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, results in revelation and transformation!  Encourage honest processing, possibly by being the first to be 

vulnerable and transparent.) 

Read Luke 10:27 & 1 Corinthians 13 out loud together. 

 If you met someone who knew nothing about Christianity and what it was all about, how would you describe 

to them what it means to be a Christian? 

 Wesley described an individual who was honest, good, and diligent yet did not have a relationship with God.  

Do you think it’s possible to have all of these things yet not truly be a Christian?  Why or why not?  

 The Bible promises that when we become a Christian that the Holy Spirit will empower us to become like 

Jesus (Romans 8:9).  What do you think it looks like to rely on the Holy Spirit to empower you to live like 

Jesus? 

 Is the love of God present in your heart?  How would you describe your personal love for God? 

 Do you love your neighbor as yourself?  Are there any areas in your life where God is currently challenging 

you in your love for a neighbor? 

 Andy Stanley asks the question, “What breaks your heart?” And challenges you to turn your efforts toward 

that thing and go make the world a better place.  What breaks your heart?  What can you do about it? 

WRAP-UP/CLOSE: 

What is the one thing that God is calling you to walk in obedience to this week? 


