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Message Series:  A Christmas Story 
Message Title:  What is your focus? 
Speaker:  Shannon Whaples 
Date:  December 6, 2015 

ICEBREAKER: 

Have you ever wanted something so bad but you had to wait for it?  What was it, and what made it so special? 

MESSAGE OVERVIEW: 

We all enjoy getting things, but we don’t like waiting for them.  In the Bible we see the story of Simeon, a man who 

was waiting for the Messiah to come to earth.  God revealed that Simeon would see the Messiah in his lifetime, yet 

day after day Simeon waited for him to come even as he saw all of the sin and shame of Israel.  Despite the amount 

of time, Simeon never lost hope in God’s promise.  Then, one day, God leads him to see the Messiah, a baby and his 

mother.  When everyone else gave up hope, Simeon kept hoping.  What can we learn from Simeon during this 

season?  First, we must consume wisely.  Second, we must measure our moments.  Third, we must give thanks.   

DISCUSSION: 

(Leaders: The questions that follow are designed to stir reflection and discussion on this week’s primary message points.  Please 

read through them prior to your meeting, so you can be prepared to prayerfully pace your group well.  And remember, as a 

leader, your goal is to promote increased biblical awareness, as well as individual self-awareness – a combination that with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, results in revelation and transformation!  Encourage honest processing, possibly by being the first to be 

vulnerable and transparent.) 

Read Luke 2:25-32 out loud together. 

 Is there something that you’re waiting for God to do in your life?  What has that been like? 

 What are the character traits Simeon had that allowed him to wait in eager anticipation for what God had 

promised?  How do you think those character traits apply to your everyday life? 

 Simeon lived in the tension of being faithful and doing the work of looking for the Messiah but he also knew 

that all of this was based on God’s timing, not his.  We often feel this tension between doing work and 

waiting on God.  How do you see this tension playing out in your life?  What do you do about it? 

 Pastor Shannon taught us that during this season we must consume wisely.  What are you consumed by?  

What do you wish you were consumed by? 

 We must learn to measure our moments because every time that we say “Yes” to something, we’re saying 

“No” to something else.  We have the temptation to play now and pay later.  Have you ever regretted saying 

“Yes” to something because it cost you later?  What is an area of your life right now where you’re wondering 

if you should play now and pay later?  How do you make the right decision? 

 The Christmas season is an awesome time to take a step back and give thanks for all that God has given us.  

What are some of the reasons that you can give thanks to God?  

WRAP-UP/CLOSE: 

What is the one thing that God is calling you to walk in obedience to this week? 


