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Message Series:  Re:New 
Message Title:  Lost 
Speaker:  Shannon Whaples 
Date:  January 10, 2015 

ICEBREAKER: 

We’ve all had a time in our life when we’ve lost something of value to us.  Tell the group about a time that you lost 

something that was important.  What did you do about it? 

MESSAGE OVERVIEW: 

God desires to reconnect with what He’s lost – us.  God is for us and desires to have a relationship with us.  Jesus was 

accused by the Pharisees as “welcoming sinners.”  But the reality is that Jesus not only welcomes sinners – He has 

His eye out and eagerly awaits them.  This arms-open approach to those who are in sin is fleshed out in three 

parables that Jesus tells, and they all end the same way – the lost being found, followed by a party.  What’s different 

about the parable of the lost son?  The journey of “lost,” and the love of the father.  First Wes has always 

demonstrated this love for the lost, and we’ve always courageously started new initiatives to see people – God’s 

children – come to Christ.  God is again calling us to that innovative love as a church. 

DISCUSSION: 

(Leaders: The questions that follow are designed to stir reflection and discussion on this week’s primary message points.  Please 

read through them prior to your meeting, so you can be prepared to prayerfully pace your group well.  And remember, as a 

leader, your goal is to promote increased biblical awareness, as well as individual self-awareness – a combination that with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, results in revelation and transformation!  Encourage honest processing, possibly by being the first to be 

vulnerable and transparent.) 

Read Luke 15 out loud together. 

 We all love when we get a fresh start, and 2016 gives us that ability to have a fresh start.  What is one thing 

that you would like to grow in personally over the next year? 

 In Luke 15, what are the ways that the Father in the parable demonstrated his love for his son?  How can you 

demonstrate that kind of love to those around you?  

 Jesus was known as someone who “welcomed sinners.”  The Bible says to be in the world, not of it.  How do 

you navigate welcoming sinners, yet not getting caught up in their sin? 

 Has God placed names on your heart of people who are still lost?  Who are they, and how might you show 

them God’s love this week? 

 Pastor Shannon challenged us to fast one day, one thing, for eleven weeks.  What do you think that God is 

leading you to fast for these next few weeks? 

 God’s doing some awesome things here at First Wes in Battle Creek.  Take time at the end of your group to 

pray that God would advance His kingdom here in Battle Creek through First Wes. 

WRAP-UP/CLOSE: 

Pastor Shannon challenged us to fast one day, one thing, for the eleven weeks until Easter.  Are you continuing to walk in 

obedience to that prompt? 


