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Speaker:  Shannon Whaples 
Date:  January 17, 2016 

 

ICEBREAKER: 

What is the lens through which you determine what is true in your life? 

MESSAGE OVERVIEW: 

We all assume our paradigm of life is true, but how do you establish what is really true?  We have four different 

pillars of our faith: the Bible, personal experience, reason, and tradition.  This week, we looked at what the Bible had 

to say about those who are “least.”  At First Wes, it’s not about social justice, but instead there is a hopeful vision of 

missional generosity.  Missional generosity in real-time looks like: love, listen and learn, and lead the conversation.  

First Wes is one church in many locations. 

DISCUSSION: 

(Leaders: The questions that follow are designed to stir reflection and discussion on this week’s primary message points.  Please 

read through them prior to your meeting, so you can be prepared to prayerfully pace your group well.  And remember, as a 

leader, your goal is to promote increased biblical awareness, as well as individual self-awareness – a combination that with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, results in revelation and transformation!  Encourage honest processing, possibly by being the first to be 

vulnerable and transparent.) 

Read Matthew 25:33-37 out loud together. 

 We lead with love in order to earn the right to introduce Jesus.  Have you ever had the opportunity to have a 

conversation with someone about Jesus because you lead with love?  What happened? 

 After reading Matthew 25:33-37, Jesus speaks of his disciples as an extension of himself – his ambassadors.  

How are you God’s ambassador to your family, friends, and co-workers?  How can you show them God’s love 

for them this week? 

 What are some ways that your small group can lead with love and earn the right to have a conversation this 

semester with the least here in Battle Creek?   

 Pastor Shannon talked about missional generosity.  What is missional generosity? 

 Practically speaking, what would it look like for you to take a step forward in missional generosity this week? 

WRAP-UP/CLOSE: 

What is the one thing that God is calling you to walk in obedience to this week? 


