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ICEBREAKER: 

How old were you the first time you were eligible to vote and who were the candidates? 

MESSAGE OVERVIEW: 

Because Pastor Shannon receives conflicting “advice” from the congregation on whether or not he should delve into 

politics from the pulpit, he shared five personal convictions with us to clarify his stance: 1) The Bible is higher than 

the constitution, and the unity of our faith is higher than the unity of politics.  2) I do not carry the conviction that in 

order to be a part of First Wes, you need to vote like me.  3) I do not carry the conviction that my role as Senior 

Pastor of First Wes is to tell you who to vote for.  4) I have the responsibility to be biblically correct, even when it’s 

not politically correct.  5) As a Christ follower, God’s Word (the Bible) must inform your politics.  Use the two 

prompts from Daniel’s prayer as a guide to pray for the nation – fair and free.   

DISCUSSION: 

(Leaders: The questions that follow are designed to stir reflection and discussion on this week’s primary message points.  Please 

read through them prior to your meeting, so you can be prepared to prayerfully pace your group well.  And remember, as a 

leader, your goal is to promote increased biblical awareness, as well as individual self-awareness – a combination that with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, results in revelation and transformation!  Encourage honest processing, possibly by being the first to be 

vulnerable and transparent.) 

Read Daniel 9:7-19 and 1 Timothy 2:1-5 out loud together. 

 Do you agree with Pastor Shannon’s list of 5 Convictions?  Would you add or take away from any of these 5 

convictions?  

 Have you ever prayed for our nation before?  What are some of the ways that you can pray for it? 

 Read Daniel 9: 7-19.  How did Daniel craft his prayer?  What did he include in his prayer?  If you have a sheet 

of paper, list what stands out to you.  (Your list may include confession of sin, acknowledgement of God, 

accepting responsibility for actions…) 

 According to Paul in 1 Timothy 2:1-5, why pray…and how?  Paul mentions four types of prayer – petitions, 

prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving.  Are these all one and the same?  What is the difference between 

each one?  What purpose does each serve? 

 Consider again the list of ways Daniel prayed for his nation and the two prompts of fair and free.  Jot down 

on note cards the specific prayers you can offer up to God this week for our nation, the voting process, and 

the candidates.  Close with a few minutes of group prayer. 

WRAP-UP/CLOSE: 

What is the one thing that God is calling you to walk in obedience to this week? 


