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Message Series:  A Christmas Story 
Message Title:  God’s Birthing Process 
Speaker:  Shannon Whaples 
Date:  January 3, 2015 

 

ICEBREAKER: 

Have you ever had a “How can this be?” moment, where God calls you to something that doesn’t make sense or 

seems impossible?  What was it, and what did you do? 

MESSAGE OVERVIEW: 

God chose to send His son into the world through a young woman, Mary.  During the time when Mary received this 

calling from God she was at home alone.  And many times our greatest opportunity for God-inspiration are also 

during our times alone with God.  Not only did Mary receive inspiration from God, but her response to the 

unexpected was, “How can this be?”  And then, “Let it be done!” 

DISCUSSION: 

(Leaders: The questions that follow are designed to stir reflection and discussion on this week’s primary message points.  Please 

read through them prior to your meeting, so you can be prepared to prayerfully pace your group well.  And remember, as a 

leader, your goal is to promote increased biblical awareness, as well as individual self-awareness – a combination that with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, results in revelation and transformation!  Encourage honest processing, possibly by being the first to be 

vulnerable and transparent.) 

Read Luke 1:26-38 out loud together. 

 The Israelites were in a desperate situation waiting for the Messiah.  What are you desperate for? 

 When Mary questioned the angel of the Lord, “How will this be?” the angel said to her, “Nothing is 

impossible for God.”  Is there something in your life where you think it’s impossible for God to come 

through?   

 2016 is a blank slate – we can choose for it to go whatever direction that we would like.  What would you like 

to see happen in your life in 2016?  Take some time to prayerfully write a list of five things you believe God is 

leading you to. 

 More specifically, God wants to do something in your life spiritually in 2016 – what does God want to do in 

your spiritual life? 

 Pastor Shannon mentioned that there are feelings first kind of people and then there are commitment first 

kind of people.  Would you consider yourself feelings or commitment first?  How does that impact your life? 

 Is there a place in your life where you’re desperate for change?  Where is that, and how would you like God 

to move in your life? 

WRAP-UP/CLOSE: 

What is the one thing that God is calling you to walk in obedience to this week? 


