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Message Series:  40 Days of Fun 
Message Title:  Bless This Mess 
Speaker:  Shannon Whaples 
Date:  April 3, 2016 

ICEBREAKER: 

What is the most impactful speech or sermon that you’ve heard?  What was it about?  What about it hit you in such 

a significant way? 

MESSAGE OVERVIEW: 

There is a great speech that takes place in Matthew 16:13-18 where Jesus says that he will build his church and the 

gates of Hell will not prevail against it.  The reality is that there isn’t a company or government that has lasted longer 

than Christianity.  Three Takeaways: 1) Jesus is not afraid of my mess.  2) Jesus is not afraid of others’ mess and we 

shouldn’t.  3) Jesus is working our mess into a movement!  Jesus is not afraid of our mess because Jesus never gives 

up and He conquers all fears.  Jesus is not afraid of others’ mess and we shouldn’t because Jesus defeated Satan 

through his suffering, death, and resurrection.  Jesus is working our mess into a movement because, if we rely on 

God’s power, we engage every day and every challenge with confidence and courage.  

DISCUSSION: 

(Leaders: The questions that follow are designed to stir reflection and discussion on this week’s primary message points.  Please 

read through them prior to your meeting, so you can be prepared to prayerfully pace your group well.  And remember, as a 

leader, your goal is to promote increased biblical awareness, as well as individual self-awareness – a combination that with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, results in revelation and transformation!  Encourage honest processing, possibly by being the first to be 

vulnerable and transparent.) 

Read Matthew 16:13-18 out loud together. 

 What’s one of the biggest messes that you’ve gotten yourself into?  How did you handle it? 

 Are there any messes in your life right now that you think Jesus is afraid of?  What is the truth about that 

mess and Jesus’ power?  What do you think your next step is? 

 Jesus said that the gates of Hell would not prevail.  Is there an area of your life that you’re discouraged in 

right now and need God to step in and to change things?  

 Jesus is not afraid of others’ mess, but sometimes we end up afraid of other people’s messes.  The reality is 

that Jesus defeated Satan, so what would that mess look like if God were to come into it and change it? 

 Pastor Shannon said that God is making our mess into a movement.  There are so many messes that come up 

in our lives and in the lives of those around us.  What is one situation that you’re in right now that you’d like 

to see God work in your mess to make it a movement?  What do you think that it would take for that 

situation to change? 

 Jesus established HIS church, not our church – and ultimately the church belongs to God.  What are some of 

the things that you love about the church? 

WRAP-UP/CLOSE: 

What is the one thing that God is calling you to walk in obedience to this week? 


