
1 
 

 

Message Series:  A Christmas Story 
Message Title:  An Unexpected Christmas 
Speaker:  Shannon Whaples 
Date:  December 20, 2015 

ICEBREAKER: 

Have you had a hope or dream play out differently in life than what you expected?  What was it and how did you 

deal with those unmet expectations? 

MESSAGE OVERVIEW: 

We all have hopes and dreams in life and we all think about the future.  But, sometimes things turn out in ways that 

we never could have expected.  In the biblical Christmas story, we see many people expect Jesus to come into the 

story quite differently, and there are a number of ways that characters in the Bible deal with baby Jesus.  Let’s dive 

into King Herod’s perspective.  Herod feared anything that interfered with his throne.  He knew that there’s never 

room for two kings and that to embrace this baby would interrupt his dreams and desires.  We have the same 

challenge in our lives.  There can’t be two kings in our life.  We are called to make the choice to embrace the baby 

that interrupts our dreams and desires.  We have a few options with this baby: First, we can admit or ignore;  

second, we can communicate or isolate; or third, we can process or pout. 

DISCUSSION: 

(Leaders: The questions that follow are designed to stir reflection and discussion on this week’s primary message points.  Please 

read through them prior to your meeting, so you can be prepared to prayerfully pace your group well.  And remember, as a 

leader, your goal is to promote increased biblical awareness, as well as individual self-awareness – a combination that with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, results in revelation and transformation!  Encourage honest processing, possibly by being the first to be 

vulnerable and transparent.) 

Read Matthew 2:3-9, 13 out loud together. 

 What was the one thing that you remember from Pastor Shannon’s sermon that you took away and thought 

about more during this week?  How did you apply it to your life? 

 Have you ever tried to live with “two kings” (two ultimate values) in your life?  What was that like and what 

was the outcome? 

 Has God ever interrupted a dream or desire in your life?  How did you respond and what was the outcome? 

 If you really embrace the Christmas Story of Jesus, what do you (or what did you) have to release? (hopes, 

plans, etc.) 

 Pastor Shannon challenged us to move toward Jesus even if it’s not what we expected, to gain perspective 

from the wisdom of others, and when life throws a curve that we are to manage our emotions.  Out of these 

three challenges, which were you most challenged by?  How can you live differently this week in that area? 

 Sometimes we find ourselves trying to cling to and climb back up onto the throne of our life.  Is there a place 

in your life where God is challenging you to let go and allow him to be king of your life?  

WRAP-UP/CLOSE: 

What is the one thing that God is calling you to walk in obedience to this week? 


