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Message Series:  A Christmas Story 
Message Title:  Oh, Fudge! 
Speaker:  Shannon Whaples 
Date:  12/13/2015 

 

ICEBREAKER: 

Do you have a memory that sticks out to you and shows the power of words?  Maybe someone has said something to you 

that was encouraging, or maybe it was discouraging.  How have their words made a difference in your life?   

MESSAGE OVERVIEW: 

We talk…sometimes a lot.  But every word that we speak matters!  Jesus emphasizes that we will be held accountable for 

every word that we speak.  We ought to use words that are clean, truthful, and edifying.  In order to transform our 

tongues, we must learn to T.H.I.N.K.  Whenever we speak, we can ask ourselves: Is it true?  Is it helpful?  Is it inspiring?  Is 

it necessary?  And, is it kind?  Our words have the power to change lives, make them count! 

DISCUSSION: 

(Leaders: The questions that follow are designed to stir reflection and discussion on this week’s primary message points.  

Please read through them prior to your meeting, so you can be prepared to prayerfully pace your group well.  And 

remember, as a leader, your goal is to promote increased biblical awareness, as well as individual self-awareness – a 

combination that with the help of the Holy Spirit, results in revelation and transformation!  Encourage honest processing, 

possibly by being the first to be vulnerable and transparent.) 

Read Luke 2:8-15 out loud together. 

 What’s the most influential book that you’ve read?  How did the words that the author penned impact and 

influence you? 

 We read Luke 2:8-15 this week which showed the power of words in the declaration of Jesus.  What are other 

times that we see the power of words in the Bible (Hebrews 11:3; Proverbs 12:6; 18:21)?  

 Pastor Shannon talked about three ways that we can be more cautious about what we say.  First, use clean words.  

Second, use truthful words.  Third, use edifying words.  Which of these three would you say comes easier to you, 

and which of these would you say is something that takes more for you to work on? 

 What do you do if you’re around other people who are not being clean, truthful, or edifying?  How do you handle 

those conversations at work, at home, or with friends? 

 Have you recently spoken a careless word that may have torn someone down?  What can you do this week to 

make things right with that person? 

 Who is someone God has brought to your mind that you could speak an encouraging word to this week? 

 Think about the people closest to you and the way that you speak about them and to them throughout the week.  

What’s one thing that you can work on this week that will change the way you speak to them? 

WRAP-UP/CLOSE: 

What is the one thing that God is calling you to walk in obedience to this week? 


