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Message Series:  Thank You Notes 
Message Title:  Girls, Gold, and Goats 
Speaker:  Shannon Whaples 
Date:  November 1, 2015 

ICEBREAKER: 

Each of us has strengths that are natural to our personality and in which we excel.  What is one of your strengths, 

and how have you used that in your life to better those around you? 

MESSAGE OVERVIEW: 

Remember in the Bible is said over one-hundred and fifty times because when you remember who God is and who you are, 

you’re reminded of what you’re supposed to do.  Two parables reminds us to remember.  There’s the parable of the ten virgins 

which teaches us to live prepared.  There’s the parable of the sheep and goats which teaches us to choose to be responsive over 

resistant.  Then there is the parable of the talents which teaches us that faithfulness is when you do what you can - not what you 

can’t.  There are two temptations with talents: First, there’s the temptation to be jealous.  Second, there’s the temptation of 

joining the one talent people and becoming complacent with what you have.  No matter how many talents you have, all of them 

require trust and tenacity. 

DISCUSSION: 

(Leaders: The questions that follow are designed to stir reflection and discussion on this week’s primary message points.  Please 

read through them prior to your meeting, so you can be prepared to prayerfully pace your group well.  And remember, as a 

leader, your goal is to promote increased biblical awareness, as well as individual self-awareness – a combination that with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, results in revelation and transformation!  Encourage honest processing, possibly by being the first to be 

vulnerable and transparent.) 

Read Matthew 25:14-29 out loud together. 

 Was there ever a time that you volunteered to do something where you felt that you hit your “sweet spot” 

in using your gifts, talents, and abilities?  Tell us about that opportunity. 

 Pastor Shannon said, “Do what you can – not what you can’t.”  Oftentimes in life we default to looking at the 

things that we can’t do whether it’s in marriage, work, or parenting.  What is one thing that you are dealing 

with right now where you need to focus on what you can do and not what you can’t?  What can you do 

about that area in your life this week? 

 When we look at our talents that we’ve been given we naturally look with jealousy at other’s talents and 

compare ours to theirs, or we become complacent and say that results don’t matter.  What is your default, 

and how can you walk in obedience to God instead of being jealous or complacent this week? 

 We tend toward wanting to be safe and comfortable in our lives.  However, if we are going to follow after 

God in the way that he is calling us to, then he calls us to be risk-takers.  Have you taken risks for God in the 

past?  What happened?  Do you feel that God is currently asking you to take a risk for him? 

 What are one of the ministries that were mentioned this week that you feel you’d have the gifts, talents, and 

abilities to be a part of?  Commit to the group that within the next month you’ll do something in that area. 

WRAP-UP/CLOSE: 

What is the one thing that God is calling you to walk in obedience to this week? 


