STEWARDSHIP - TIME & FINANCES

God Is the Owner of The World and Its Resources

PSALM 24:1 - "The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it."

1 CHRONICLES 29:14 - "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to
give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what
comes from your hand."

People are the Caretakers/Stewards

GENESIS 1:26 - Then God said, "Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and
all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.

GENESIS 2:15 - The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it
and take care of it.

Characteristics of a Good Caretaker

Diligence

MATTHEW 25:14-29 - *“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted his wealth to them. '3 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another
two bags, and to another one bag,” each according to his ability. Then he went on his
journey. "*The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to
work and gained five bags more. ' So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two
more. '® But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid
his master’s money. '° “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled
accounts with them. 22 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five.
‘Master, he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, | have gained five more.
21“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a
few things; | will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s
happiness!’ 22“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master, he said, ‘you entrusted
me with two bags of gold; see, | have gained two more. 2 “His master replied, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge
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of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 4 “Then the man who had
received one bag of gold came. ‘Master, he said, ‘l knew that you are a hard man,
harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered

seed. #So | was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what
belongs to you. 26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that |
harvest where | have not sown and gather where | have not scattered seed? #?” Well then,
you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when | returned |
would have received it back with interest. 22 “So take the bag of gold from him and give it to
the one who has ten bags. 2° For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an
abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them.

PROVERBS 21:5 - The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to
poverty.

e Generosity & Cheerfulness

2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-7 - ®Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should
give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.

e Trust

MATTHEW 6:19-21 - "*“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths
and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 2° But store up for yourselves

treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not
break in and steal. 2! For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

MATTHEW 6:31-33 - 3'So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the pagans run after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
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And What About Tithes?
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