connections
“Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.”
- Luke 5:16
Dear Friends,
Pressed by the crowds and needs of the disciples, Jesus often
withdrew. Knowing he had a short time to train up the disciples for their
work, Jesus often withdrew. In spite of all that he could be doing (some
might say “should” be doing), Jesus was radically focused on the one most
important thing – prayer.
It needs to be the same for us – obligations, urgent needs, important
things, even, can occupy our minds and direct our feet, but the truth is that
our feet need to be carrying us first back to our Heavenly Father. We need to
connect with him. We need the time with him and we need the resources
that only he can offer. When we are hurting, instead of retreating into
ourselves and our selfishness, it’s necessary to depend on God. When we are
joyful, it’s vital to take our thanksgiving to him. Where we need direction, we
have to seek him. To do otherwise, is to stay lost, hurt, self focused.
We also offer specific opportunities to come along side of you in your
prayer life, as well. On Sunday mornings, following the worship service,
prayer partners are available for you. On Wednesday evenings at 6:30, we
gather in prayer in the sanctuary and your presence not only carves out that
time for you, but will be an encouragement to others.
Jesus withdrew in prayer often. Not just on occasion, not just when it
was convenient or when he felt he needed it…but often. Let us do the same.
With you in prayer, in dedication,

Pastor Mark
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Youth Group News

Relationships are a Battle
Think about the last big fight you had. Maybe it was with a friend or a coworker who talked badly about
you. Or maybe it was when a coach pulled you out of the game for no reason. Maybe for you, the biggest
battles happen at home with someone in your family who seems completely unreasonable. No matter
where your battlefield is or who you’re battling with, there’s a good chance it stresses you out. No one
likes conflict. Even those of us who enjoy the fight don’t really like the feelings of regret that come
afterward. But what else can we do? If avoiding doesn’t work and exploding doesn’t help, do we have any
other options? And, is there a way to win the fight without losing a friend? The truth is conflict has been
around since…well since humans have been around. It affects everyone. Thankfully, the Bible has
something helpful to say to all of us when it comes to conflict in our relationships. And while there’s no
guarantee that we’ll never face another battle, we can discover how to make our way through it and have
stronger faith and relationships on the other side. "Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peace." (Ephesians 4:3 NIV)

Events:
Youth Group
November 5 - November 26

Sunday Evenings, 6pm - 8pm
LOCATION: Church

A great place to get connected, build relationships, and learn scripture in a way that can be
practiced now for a better Monday.

Operation Christmas Child Packing Party
Sunday, November 5

4pm - 6pm
LOCATION: Church - Social Hall
The Love Does Club from VacaHigh is coming to our church to team up with our Youth Group
to pack boxes for Operation Christmas Child.

Bryan Quinn

Director of Outreach & Youth
Phone: 916-225-5610
Email: directorofyouth.cpc@gmail.com

Christmas Angel Ministry

CPC TREE @

The Christmas Angel Ministry
will begin in just a few weeks!
This wonderful CPC tradition
will once again allow us to bless
all of those who are currently
active in the New Focus
Ministry. The small Christmas
Angel tree at the back of the
sanctuary will be adorned with “Silver Stars”. Each
Silver Star is a request for $25. Your $25 gift will be
matched by New Focus which means that $50 will go
toward paying a bill for each adult in the New Focus
Ministry. On the table surrounding the Christmas
Angel tree will be “Snowman” tags. Each Snowman
tag will have a $25 gift card request for each of the
children whose parents are participating in New
Focus. This ministry is such a lovely way for us to
support and encourage those who are a part of New
Focus. I look forward to seeing you before and after
church service on the following Sundays: November
19th, November 26th, December 3rd, and December
10th. If you have any questions at all please feel free
to contact me.

FESTIVAL
OF
TREES
CPC sponsors a tree at “Festival of
Trees” each year. This is only possible
by donations from the CPC community!
So if you wish to donate a gift
certificate/card of any kind, it would
be greatly appreciated.
Last year our tree raised $3500 for
Opportunity House because of your
generous donations to the effort!!
See Karen Seiden for more information!

Kathy Reid
(707) 446-3755
reidriver4@gmail.com

Do you have a friend or relative who could
use a little warmth and comfort with winter
approaching? The Sewing Circle has just
the thing. Our annual quilt sale will be
NOVEMBER 12th in the Social Hall following
worship. AND this year a light lunch will be
served during the sale. The colorful lap
quilts are $20 each and flannel baby quilts
are $25 each. All proceeds will go toward
a project here at CPC.

News From the
Choir Loft
One of God’s greatest ideas was the addition of music to our world! What a
blessing it is to be part of our wonderful chancel choir! We have also been
blessed by the recent addition of Norma Buckley and her daughter-in-law, Laura
- maybe you’ve noticed them in the choir loft with us. I hope you’ll have a
chance to welcome these terrific ladies to CPC and our choir. And there’s always
room for more- so if you love to sing the Lord’s praises, come join us on a
Wednesday evening from 7:30 to 9:00.

“Let everything
that has breath
praise the Lord”
Psalm 150:6

Children’s Choir: Our children really love your smiles and support when they
sing for you! Thank you all for helping them feel so welcome at the front of the
church. We’ve added our words on the big screen so the folks in the
congregation can better understand the lyrics. I hope that’s been helpful. We
are continuing to learn songs that speak to the children about the
unconditional, pure love from our Lord and Savior. We practice after the service,
while the adults are in their small groups. My time with your beautiful children
is an absolute blessing!!
From the Choir Director: We are blessed to have our Chancel Choir, Praise
Team, the Tarlesson Family, and the Children’s Choir to provide music for our
services. There is always room for more! Please let me know if you have a
musical talent you’d like to share, and we’ll find a time for you!

Nancy Sanchez,
Music Director

We will again have a brief, informal Thanksgiving Eve service
on the evening of Wednesday, November 22nd at 7pm, a bit of
music, Scripture, message and prayer stations to encourage and help
place you before the throne of God!
Before you fill your belly on Thanksgiving Day, take this
opportunity to fill your soul!

Children’s and Family Ministries

Greetings Folks,
Here we are towards the end of October and well into fall yet temperatures are supposed to reach into the 90's.
WHAT? WHY!? Summer is supposed to be over! Well, maybe I should tell myself what we often tell our kids, "You get what you
get and you don't throw a fit." Sound advice for any age:)
With October coming to a close, Children’s and Family Ministries programs have fallen into solid routine. Date Nights,
The Edge afterschool program, PEP Bible stories, and Spark and Ignite programs are keeping us busy and more importantly giving us opportunities to build relationships with parents and kids which will help strengthen their relationship with Christ. And
this is why we exist as a church—to move people into a growing relationship with other believers and into a growing relationship with Christ. Great things are happening and here is some of what is in store for November….
SPARK- This month, we want to cook up a big “Recipe For Thanks” with our SPARK kids! Thinking about the things we’re
thankful for is the key to any recipe of thanks—and a thankful heart. We will start the month learning about the Ten Commandments. Commandments are some of those ingredients that may not sound yummy but they are oh so good for you. During
week two, we’ll learn all about the Lord’s Prayer. Our preschoolers will hear how Jesus taught them how to pray and practice
praying the way He modeled. Preschoolers will learn that they can pray anytime, anywhere, and about anything. That’s something to be thankful about! During week three, our preschoolers will hear the story of Naomi, Ruth and Boaz, and that story is
full of people who help! Our preschool friends will also identify who the people are that help them each and every day and who
deserve an extra thanks. Our final ingredient for thankfulness is not just one thing but MANY THINGS! It’s all the things we
need, like water, food, clothes, and a place to live. We will talk about being thankful for God giving us what we need with Psalm
23 during week four. Preschoolers will hear how God takes care of us like a shepherd takes care of his sheep.
IGNITE - Have you ever paused to think about everything God has done for you? He created a planet that’s perfectly suited for
otters and ostriches and you. Then, He sent His Son, Jesus, to that planet to die and be raised to life so He could have a forever
relationship with you. Through the month, we’ll help kids REFOCUS on all that God has done for them. Because when you know
what God has done for you, you can be thankful—ALWAYS! Our IGNITE kids will coming back to the following verse throughout November…perhaps a verse we should all come back to regularly….

“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s
will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thess 5: 18
We can certainly thank God for the children He has placed in our care. WHAT A BLESSING! As always, you all have an
open invitation to visit or participate in any of our children’s programs and I encourage you to do so. As the saying goes regarding the raising of healthy children, “It takes a community.” Perhaps it takes our community...
Peace and thanks to you all,

Brendan Kavanagh
Email: cfm@communitypresbyterian.com

Phone: 707-880-6793

CFM PICTURE OF THE MONTH

Some of our kids having fun at THE EDGE.

Children’s and Family Ministry Needs
Want to get involved but you can’t attend an event? Consider donating or purchasing any of the items listed below
which will help Children and Family Ministries continue to build relationships, impact the community, and align
our church with its core mission of making disciples.
Various frozen food meals (pizzas, hot pockets, burritos, chicken nuggets, lasagna, etc)
Various snacks foods (popcorn, crackers, chips, fruit snacks, etc)
Monetary donations are always welcome (Earmark to Children’s and Family Ministries)!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
AND thank you Sewing Circle and Gayle Cr awfor d for providing meals throughout
September/October for THE EDGE!

Important Dates
November 1- Children’s and Family Ministries Meeting and ‘Christmas Blast’ Progress Check from 6-8pm
November 10- Date Night from 6-8pm
Tues/Thurs- THE EDGE from 2:30-5:00pm
Tues/Wed- PEP Bible Story at 11:20 (Tues) and 11:20/3:30 (Wed)
Sunday- SPARK/IGNITE from 10-11am

Email: cfm@communitypresbyterian.com

Phone: 707-880-6793

In order to make “Christmas Blast” successful for CPC & our community, WE NEED YOU! The planning
team is really excited to see how the Lord leads us through this event. We have detailed below where
we could use your help at this time:
1) LED LIGHTS!! Lots and lots of LED lights!!! This specific type of light lets us chain many strands together so
that is why we are asking for them. Mainly white lights are preferred but we’ll make use of any color we
receive.
2) Boxes, BOXES, BOXES!!! We need any size box (mainly 1x1 ft. and larger).
3) Wrapping paper, ribbon & bows—we will take ANY kind of wrapping paper and bows.
4) CARS!!!! Yes you saw that right! We are going to have a Christmas display using cars during the event.
You don’t have to have a vintage car to participate (although those are welcome too). We want folks to
decorate the trunk of their car with decorations and lights—think Trunk or Treat meets Festival of Trees.
We’ve got an information packet for those who would like to participate available by November 2nd in
the church office or can send it via email. We are hoping to have at least 20 cars.
5) HELPERS! We will definitely need lots of helping hands to make this happen. But we also want to make
sure everyone can ENJOY and participate. So the more hands available to help set up, the more we can
ALL enjoy the hard work :)! Decorating will begin at 8:30 am in the Sanctuary ON DECEMBER 2nd and
we’ll move through the rest of the church after that.
Please bring all requested items to the church office, as well as your questions!

PEP November News
Fundraiser News
To all of you who supported our fundraiser at Mary’s Pizza Shack on September 13, we thank you! The
proceeds were just over $300, and will be applied to continuing education for our teachers.
Even under very smoky conditions that day, our PEP Burgers and Baskets Night on October 11 was a great
success! Almost everyone who purchased tickets in advance attended. Again, we extend extra-special thanks to
Tony Boltz, Ken Schneider and Lance Jensen for helping with the setup and for manning the grill to feed 150+
guests. Thank you to everyone who supported this event through ticket sales or support of any kind! It was a
great way for our PEP families to get to know each other better and have a night out with their children.
On Tuesday, November 7 we will have a fundraiser at Chick-fil-A on Orange Drive. When you present the
flyer (included in this newsletter) with your order,
Chick-fil-A will donate 20% to PEP. We will have a
bake sale there also, to satisfy that after dinner sweet
tooth! Please save yourself from cooking that night
and support PEP.
As always, we thank you for your support of
all the PEP activities. Our new school year is off to a
great start. We have an amazing group of children,
parents and Ministry Team. We are all working together to make PEP the best it can be.

GIFT CARDS:
NEW THIS YEAR! PREORDERING!
Mark your calendars. We will order
on November 15 & 30 ONLY for the
Holidays this year!
If you would like to order gift cards for your holiday
shopping, please use the order form included in this
newsletter and return it to the PEP office with your check before November 15 and November 30. For more
information, please call the PEP office, 448-1626. All proceeds from the gift card sales help support continued education for our PEP and MDO staff.

Mission Musings
BIRTHDAYS
1: Dave Aronson
2: Gayle Crawford, Geoffrey Sanchez
5: Pauline Sparks
6: Margaret Jacobs
7: Sabrina Boltz
9: Michelle Rozman
12: Ted Miller, Lynne Powell
15: Dalene Sovine
17: Cheryl Petersen
20: Sandy Fulton
21: Diane Feinstein
22: Mike Gillihan, Matthew Petersen
23: Charlotte Seres
24: Arlys Rogers
27: Nancy Shelton
29: Nina Erwin

ANNIVERSARIES
1: Ken & Judy Schneider
8: Chuck & Arlys Rogers
10: Bob & Shirley Staib
12: Kim & Sandra Chandler
14: Bob & Lilian Lambertson,
Tony & Wendy Seres
Steve & Candace Clark
18: Ed & Judy Wylie

Community Presbyterian supports various local,
national and international missions throughout the
world. One of the missions that we have
supported for many years is Witnessing Ministries
of Christ, which works to meet the needs of the
Dalit people of India. The Dalits, also known as
the “untouchables,” are at the bottom of the Hindu
caste system, and despite laws to protect them,
they still face widespread discrimination.
Witnessing Ministries provides support to the Dalit
in two primary ways. First, it provides training,
direction, and support for ministry staff of the
Exodus Presbyterian church of India, in order to
bring the Good News of Christ to as many of the
Dalit people as possible. Second, it tries to meet
the complete educational needs of as many
Christian Dalit children as possible, providing
classroom facilities, transportation, and healthcare
to lunches, books, and uniforms.
This ministry was started by Philip and Elizabeth
Prasad. Philip was from the Untouchable caste
system in India himself and was devoted to the
ministry’s work until his death in 2016. I spoke
with Elizabeth Prasad, who lives in Fresno and
travels to India several times a year, about how
the ministry is continuing in his absence. She
says that with his passing, Witnessing Ministries is
concentrating its efforts on making the ministry
leadership in India more self reliant by providing
encouragement, guidance, and direction. In terms
of meeting educational needs, they are reaching
out to graduates, encouraging them to help
support their former school. At this time, only
about 400 of 1,000 students are being subsidized,
so more funds are definitely needed. The money
that CPC provides is much appreciated and well
used, as Witnessing Ministries is only supported
by about 50 churches.

Elaine Brinn,
Mission Ministry Team
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Fall is in the air and it is time once again to get ready for Operation Christmas Child. This year you can participate in several
different ways.
1) Pack your own shoebox (list of suggested items below) and
return it to church by Sunday, November 5.
2) Donate items to be packed in shoeboxes at the packing party.
3) Join us for the packing party on Sunday, November 5 from
4-6pm.
4) Donate money to help us shop for items for the shoeboxes
and the needed funds to ship the boxes. Each box will need
$9.00 for shipping.
For more information, contact Debi Schrader at 707-628-6469
Suggest items for the shoeboxes:
Doll, Soccer ball (include a manual pump to re-inflate it), toy cars or trucks, small musical instruments, backpack, clothing (sock, underwear, shirts, pants), comb/brush, toothbrush, adhesive
bandages, hair ties/bows, bracelets, flashlight (solar powered), lip balm, pencils, small sharpener
& erasers, notebook, ruler, crayons, hat, sunglasses, flipflops, stickers, building blocks, coloring
books, playdough, watercolor paints, tool set, baseballs, tennis balls, glove, yo-yo, etch a sketch,
jump rope...There is a full list at:
www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions
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