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Sermon Summary
Stephen’s sermon in Acts 7 powerfully addresses the Sanhedrin, weaving a narrative through Israel’s
history. He begins with Abraham’s call, reminding them of God’s covenant despite the lack of a physical
inheritance. As Stephen recounts Joseph’s story, sold by his brothers but rescued by God, he highlights
God’s presence beyond geographical confines. This sets a foundation for understanding that God’s
promises aren’t limited by location. By using historical figures like Joseph as messiah-types, Stephen
foreshadows Jesus as the ultimate Redeemer and challenges the council’s beliefs about sacred spaces.

In the heart of his message, Stephen expounds on Moses. Despite being chosen and sent by God, Moses
was initially rejected by his people. This rejection theme continues through Israel’s history, where God’s
chosen ones are often resisted. Stephen emphasizes that God’s covenant remains unbroken despite Israel’s
unfaithfulness. With Moses, God’s presence was demonstrated as sacred ground was identified outside
the holy land, challenging the Sanhedrin's understanding of where holiness resides. This narrative
reinforces the idea that holiness is tied to God’s presence, not a physical location.

Stephen concludes with David and Solomon who established the temple. Yet, he asserts God’s
sovereignty by quoting Isaiah, “Heaven is my throne.” This profound truth argues against confining God
to man-made structures. The sermon crescendos with the accusation that the Sanhedrin, like their
ancestors, rejected the true Messiah, Jesus. Stephen’s message highlights that despite continual rejection
of God’s sent ones, God’s redemptive plan through Christ is fulfilled. His boldness and message of truth
sealed his fate, yet underlined God’s enduring covenant love and grand narrative of redemption.

Key Takeaways
1. God's Presence Is Everywhere
Stephen emphasized that God's presence is not confined to a temple or a specific land. By referencing
Abraham and Joseph, he demonstrated that God’s work and presence transcend physical locations. This
challenges us to recognize that God is with us no matter where we are. This truth is vital for
understanding that worship and connection with God aren't limited by geography or physical structures.

2. People's Repeated Rejection

Throughout history, God’s people have consistently rejected the prophets and messiah-types sent to them.
Stephen illustrates this pattern through figures like Moses and Joseph. This rejection highlights
humanity’s stubbornness and unwillingness to recognize God’s chosen ones. Stephen aligns this
continued rejection with the ultimate rejection of Jesus, warning against resisting God’s message and
messengers.

3. God's Unbroken Covenant

Despite Israel’s continued rejection and unfaithfulness, God remains faithful to His covenant promises.
Through the stories of Abraham, Moses, and others, Stephen shows that God never breaks His promises.
His covenant promises assure believers of God’s faithfulness and strengthen the understanding that God’s
promises are eternal and steadfast, even when humanity falters.

4. Christ as the Fulfillment

Stephen’s sermon points to Jesus as the fulfillment of all the prophets and messiah-types. Just as Joseph
and Moses pointed forward, Jesus is the ultimate Redeemer who breaks the cycle of rejection. Stephen’s
bold proclamation affirms that Jesus fulfills the law and prophets, offering hope and salvation to all who
accept Him. This is central for understanding Jesus’ role in God's redemptive plan.

5. Challenge to Tradition

Stephen’s message challenged the Sanhedrin’s reliance on the temple and physical traditions. He
illustrated that true worship is about God's presence rather than fixed locations or structures. This radical
perspective encourages believers to focus on faith and a personal relationship with God, rather than
external religious rituals, shifting the emphasis to spiritual authenticity and connection.




5-Day Devotional

Day 1 — God’s presence is not confined to physical locations.
Supporting Scripture: Acts 7:2-4

In Acts 7:2-4, Stephen starts his defense by recounting how God first appeared to Abraham in
Mesopotamia, a land of idol worshipers. Abraham’s journey began far from the promised land,
underlining a crucial truth: God’s presence and calling are not confined to geographical or
physical constraints. This truth is a comforting reminder that God can reveal Himself in the most
surprising circumstances and locations. It challenges us to look beyond conventional spaces of
worship and recognize God's work around us daily.

Consider where in your life God’s presence has been most evident. Was it during a time when
you felt far from your usual places of worship or community? Knowing that God’s presence is
everywhere encourages us to remain spiritually perceptive, always ready to experience His work
in our lives, regardless of our physical surroundings.

Reflection Question: How can we recognize God's presence in unexpected places?

Day 2 — God is with us, even in adversity.
Supporting Scripture: Acts 7:9-10

Stephen recounts Joseph’s story, emphasizing that God was with him even when he was unjustly
sold into slavery. Though Joseph was taken to Egypt, far from his homeland, God’s presence did
not depart from him. This narrative teaches that our circumstances do not limit God’s
faithfulness and presence. In our lives, we often face trials that make us feel isolated or
abandoned. Yet, just as God was with Joseph, He is with us during these moments and he can lift
us to new heights even in those trying times.

Reflect on your own life experiences where you felt enveloped by God’s peace and guidance,
even in chaos. How did His presence manifest itself? Remembering these instances fortifies our
faith, reminding us that God’s presence is steadfast, and He continues to lead us through every
trial.

Reflection Question: When have you felt God's presence during difficult times?
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5-Day Devotional

Day 3 — Rejection can't thwart God’s plan.
Supporting Scripture: Acts 7:27-29

Moses’ story highlights a challenging aspect of faith: rejection. Even though Moses was chosen
by God, he was initially rejected by those he came to save. In Acts 7:27-29, his actions were
misunderstood, causing him to flee into exile. God’s plans, however, remained unchanged. This
assures us that even when faced with rejection or misunderstanding, God’s purpose for us
endures. The setbacks we face may merely be detours along a divinely guided path. Further,
God’s grace still extends to us even when we reject him; he has sent his Redeemer to forgive us
and wipe out all our sins. For those who turn completely away from God, his invitation to return
to the full measure of his blessings stands for all their days.

Consider a time when you faced rejection or felt misunderstood in your mission or faith journey.
How did you navigate that season, and what did you learn about God’s faithfulness? Embrace the
truth that God’s plan prevails, encouraging perseverance and hope amid adversity.

Consider how you may have rejected God through disobedience, rebelliousness, idol-worship,
and the like. How does knowing that the grace of God through Christ washing away all your sins
draw you back to God in repentance? God is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding in love; he does not treat people as their sins deserve.

Reflection Question: How do you respond when feeling rejected or misunderstood? How should
you respond to God'’s gentle tug when you have walked away from him?

Day 4 — Listening to the Holy Spirit opens our hearts to truth.
Supporting Scripture: Acts 7:51-53

Stephen accused the religious leaders of being 'stiff-necked' and resisting the Holy Spirit,
echoing their ancestors’ failures. This serves as a cautionary tale, warning against closed hearts
and ears. Openness to the Holy Spirit requires humility and a willingness to listen and change.
It’s a continual surrender of our will to God’s guidance and truth, allowing Him to transform us
from within.

Examine your own heart. Are there areas where you may be resisting the Holy Spirit? Reflect on
practices that increase your sensitivity to His voice, such as prayer, meditation on Scripture, and
community fellowship. Cultivating a responsive spirit allows us to follow God’s leading more
faithfully and embrace His truth deeply.

Reflection Question: How do you practice listening to the Holy Spirit?
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Day 5 — Fixing our gaze on Jesus gives us strength.
Supporting Scripture: Acts 7:55-56

Stephen’s martyrdom reveals profound faith. In his final moments (Acts 7:55-56), he saw Jesus
standing at the right hand of God, a vision that filled him with divine peace despite impending
death. Keeping our eyes on Jesus provides unshakeable strength and assurance, especially in
trials. Just as Stephen’s focus on Christ sustained him, our focus can anchor us, providing
perspective and peace that transcend earthly struggles.

Think about a situation where focusing on Jesus transformed your response to a challenge. How
did this focus alter your perception and outcome? Continually seeking Jesus in prayer and
Scripture and keeping our gaze upon Him nurtures a resilient faith capable of weathering life’s
storms with grace and peace.

Reflection Question: How can we keep our focus on Jesus in challenging moments?
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