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Don’t miss these events this Advent season:
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Join us for...
7:00 pm & 10:00 pm

Christmas Blast
Christmas Eve
Open House
Christmas Program
From our Pastor
Family Ministry Update
News from the Choir Loft
Worship Ministry
Youth Ministry
PEP Update
December Celebrations
Calendar
Mission Musings
Contact Information

9:30-10am: Fellowship
10-11am: Worship
10:15-11 a.m.: Spark & Ignite
Kids Programs
*******
Childcare is provided for smaller
children 3yrs. and under
throughout the morning.

TWO MORE amazing events not to be
missed this Advent season:

Saturday, DECEMBER 9
4:00—7:00 PM
Please don’t bring a thing, we’ll
have refreshments for You. Just
come and help us celebrate the
beauty of the Christmas season by
your presence.

Drop in and stay a few moments

“So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who
was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the
word concerning what had been told them about this child and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.”
- Luke 2:16-18
Dear Friends,
So, what do you think about these shepherds? Pretty bold, don’t you think? They not only barge in on Jesus
and Mary and Joseph in their first moments together – first precious, beautiful, quiet moments as a family, but then
they go and tell everybody, I mean EVERYBODY else that they can find about the baby. Joseph and Mary don’t have a
moment’s peace once the shepherds arrive on the scene. It’s as if they take the angels’ message seriously, that this
child, the Savior really was born FOR THEM.
I’ve been thinking about Christmas lights lately – hanging them around the front of the sanctuary, decorating
the swagon for the upcoming Christmas Blast and when, oh when, will I ever get our own lights up at the house?
Why do we put up Christmas lights anyway? Is it for our own pleasure, sure some of it is. We take pride in what
we’ve accomplished – how the house or the yard looks, but it doesn’t stop there. The lights are really a gift to our
neighbors – the display is primarily for them.
So it is with the church. We do some nice things for us, but really, Christmas (as well as year around) is when
we shine for the neighborhood. We break out the lights, not because we enjoy putting them up, but because we
want to call others to celebrate with us. We put on a Christmas program and Christmas Eve services not just because
we enjoy them – but because these are our gifts to the world – part of our witness to the Christ child. We are putting
on the Christmas Blast not because we need to eat or do crafts or sing songs, but because there are others that need
to know how good Jesus is! It’s primarily for them – gifts for our neighbors.
We might have a lot quieter, simpler Christmas if we just focused on ourselves. We could have the Christmas
that WE want to have, without being bothered by others. But that’s not what Christmas is about. The Savior really
was born for all of us and we simply cannot keep him or his goodness to ourselves. Sure, Mary and Joseph missed out
on a bit of peace and quiet thanks to the shepherds, but when you have the peace of God inside of you and right
before you, that’s the only peace you really need.
Let’s give this Christmas away!

Pastor Mark

Notes from the Choir Loft
I can't believe another year has gone by! It is such a joyous time of year when we celebrate the birth of our
Savior, and there is so much wonderful music that helps us rejoice! We'll be presenting a special program
on the morning of Christmas Eve, and we'd love for you to be part of it. The Chancel Choir and Children's
Choir are working on two songs specifically for this program, and this would be a great time for you to "test
drive" joining the choir! We practice on Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to 9:00 and our dress rehearsal for
the Christmas Eve program will be on Wednesday, December 20, starting at 6:30. Our choir members and I
feel very blessed to be able to share our love for Jesus through song!

Nancy Sanchez, Choir Director

Children’s and Family Ministries

And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong
wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the
wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the
fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out
and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
1 King’s 19:11-13
Greetings Folks,
Here we are again on the precipice of yet another holiday season! Despite all the good cheer, generosity, and warm
spirits present at this time of year, there will also be a level of busyness that can create a lot of distraction, noise, and exhaustion…especially if you have young kids. The culture we live in is always full of noise and distraction and every year from November through December we seem to let go of the reigns as if to collectively say, “Let’s finish out this year as crazy as possible!” There is a strange irony that in this time of year when we should really be slowing down to intentionally consider the
blessings of the Lord and to intentionally consider the gift of Christ, we tend to do just the opposite—gift buying, present
wrapping, tree decorating, cookie making, house lighting, travel planning, bargain finding, suitcase packing, traffic avoiding,
child breakdown managing, and on and on we go. Though nothing is wrong with any of those things in particular, there is the
tendency for some of the holiday madness to overwhelm our lives in such a way that pulls us away from God. Generally
speaking, chronic noise may be the greatest impediment to our spiritual growth.
When God wants to be heard, when what he has to say is too important to miss, He often speaks in a whisper that is
often just below our minimum threshold of hearing. When God, or anyone for that matter, speaks in a whisper, you have to
draw close to hear. In fact, you have to put your ear near a person’s mouth to hear a whisper. We lean in toward a whisper
and that is just what God wants. He wants us to hear Him, but He also wants us to move closer—to be intimate with Him. He
speaks in a whisper because he wants to be as close to us as divinely possible. Isn’t it amazing that we have a loving, gentle
God? He could speak with earthquakes, fires, storms, and thunder…and sometimes He does…but He loves us and more often
woos us with gentle whispers—and His whispers are the breath of life.
How will our children or grandchildren come to think and remember us during the holiday season? I think of my mom
and what comes to mind is someone who worked tirelessly, baked and cooked in the kitchen endlessly, and someone who
hosted Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day like a pro. But I also remember my mom always being stressed and
tired while having the propensity to freak out over relatively minor things, often leading to me or my siblings or my dad being
whacked repeatedly with a wooden spoon. I loved my mom! I have beautiful memories of Christmas where I wasn’t being
beaten with cooking utensils! The point is that we are constantly modeling to our children what we value. If the season just
seems like chaotic madness—if it is just endless running from one store to another—if it is the constant frenzied baking of
sugar cookies—if it is just nonstop ‘going’ that leads to fatigue, impatience, and stress—it will influence our children and
leave a lasting impression. More importantly, it will keep us from hearing the quiet, loving whisper of God’s voice during a
time where we so desperately need to be listening. Let us have a wonderful holiday season, but let’s find time to be still and
quiet so that we might come to hear the whispers of God more clearly.
Peace and thanks to you all,

Brendan Kavanagh
Email: cfm@communitypresbyterian.com

Phone: 707-880-6793

CFM PICTURE OF THE MONTH

Celebrating what God has done at THE EDGE.

Children’s and Family Ministry Needs
Want to get involved but you can’t attend an event? Consider donating or purchasing any of the
items listed below which will help Children and Family Ministries continue to build relationships,
impact the community, and align our church with its core mission of making disciples.
Various frozen food meals (pizzas, hot pockets, burritos, chicken nuggets, lasagna, etc)
Various snacks foods (popcorn, crackers, chips, fruit snacks, juice boxes etc)
Monetary donations are always welcome (Earmark to Children’s and Family Ministries)!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Important Dates
Dec 2- CHRISTMAS BLAST from 5-8pm
Dec 15- Date Night from 6-8pm
Tues/Thurs- THE EDGE from 2:30-5:00pm
Tues/Wed- PEP Bible Story at 11:20 (Tues) and 11:20/3:30 (Wed)
Sunday- SPARK/IGNITE from 10-11am

Email: cfm@communitypresbyterian.com

Phone: 707-880-6793

From the Worship Ministry
Come celebrate with us this month…in complete joyfulness, as we open
our hearts and our sanctuary to our CPC Family and our entire Vacaville
community in the sharing of the resounding message brought by the Angel
Gabriel: “The Savior, yes, the Messiah, the Lord, has been born today in

John 8:32

“And you will know the
Truth, and the Truth
shall set you free!”

Bethlehem, the city of David!” (Luke 2:10-11).
As followers of Jesus Christ, we share this amazing message not only in our personal walk with those
closest to us on a daily basis, but also collectively as a joyful church body, offering up the promise of
God’s hope through our Sunday sermons and our collective joyful noise in the singing of our favorite
hymns and contemporary classics! On Christmas Eve Sunday, December 24, at our 10:00 Worship
Service, our Youth and Worship Team will join with our Adult Choir and Children’s Choir to share the
Angel Gabriel’s message, through favorite Christmas classics and newly inspired contemporary works
that will echo with the notes of celebration – “Joy to the world, the Lord has come!” Invite your family
and friends to celebrate with us!
That same evening, on Christmas Eve, join us once again as we worship in celebration both at 7:00
(traditional service) and at 10:00 (traditional and contemporary). The gospel message is about the
greatest gift of all time — our Savior, Jesus Christ, God’s Son, who brings great joy to everyone who
receives him. The purpose of Christmas is to share this gift, so bring your friends and acquaintances,
your neighbors and your family, to celebrate with us all month long!
In Christ,

Sarah Van Buskirk
Worship Committee

Christmas Angel Ministry
We are now halfway through this year’s Christmas Angel season. For all of you who have already signed up
to give the gift of money ($25 Silver Star) or a much-appreciated gift card (Snowman)…Thank you for helping
to make this Christmas a little bit brighter for everyone in New Focus. If you have not yet signed up there is
still plenty of time! You can come see me on Sunday December 3 rd and Sunday December 10th. Remember
that each Silver Star hanging on the Christmas Angel tree is a request for $25. Your $25 gift will be matched
by New Focus which means that $50 will go toward paying a bill for each adult in the New Focus
Ministry. On the table surrounding the Christmas Angel tree will be
“Snowman” tags. Each Snowman tag will have a $25 gift card request for
each of the children whose parents are participating in New Focus. If you
have any questions at all please feel free to contact me.

Kathy Reid
(707) 446-3755
reidriver4@gmail.com
** AND THIS YEAR, in place of poinsettia dedications, you can make your
donation to the Christmas Angel in honor or memory of a loved one. Just
fill out a form like the one to the right at the Christmas Angel table and
return it with your STAR or SNOWMAN. We’ll post a list of all dedications
in our Worship bulletins on Christmas Eve & New Year’s Eve. **

“Reel Christmas” is a three week sermon and small group series that uses classic Christmas. The aim of the series is for students to apply God’s truth to their own perceptions of the meaning of Christmas. This series ties in neatly to our theme this
year for Christmas Blast and our Christmas Eve Youth Sunday service.
Week 1-A Christmas Story-Galatians 4:4-6, Luke 11:11-13 - Christmas means that your heavenly Father knows exactly what you
need, and wants to give it to you.
Week 2-Home Alone-Matthew 1:1-18 - Christmas means that no matter who you come from or what you’ve done, God can
still use you.
Week 3-Christmas Vacation- Luke 2:17-19, Philippians 2:6-7, 2 Peter 2:9-10 -Christmas means that just because the decorations
come down and routines get back to normal, that doesn’t mean that we should ever stop proclaiming what God has done
through Christmas, or pondering and treasuring what he has done for us.
If you have or know of a student from grades 6th to 12th, we have a warm and welcoming place for them at Youth Group.
Please see the times for Youth Group, and have them bring a friend.

Connect Here!!! - Christmas Party
December 15

6pm - 8pm
LOCATION: Sarah Van Buskirk's house
Parties and other gatherings are a great way to place to CONNECT HERE, this is the place and time. Food, Games, People, and Sugar...what more can you want?

Belong Here!!! Youth Group
December 3, 10 & 17

6pm - 8pm
LOCATION: Church
At Youth Group, we set the atmosphere for there to be intentional BELONGING. Here, we know that we can belong to a loving
group that cares for and believes in your teen. At Youth Group, we eat, play, sing, learn from God's word, and pray. Everything
we do is geared toward your student.

Christmas Eve Morning - Youth Sunday
December 24

10am - 11am
LOCATION: Church
Come celebrate the meaning of Christmas with us.

Bryan Quinn
Director of Outreach & Youth
Phone: 916-225-5610
Email: directorofyouth.cpc@gmail.com

From PEP School
Fundraisers
In September, we had a fundraiser at Mary’s Pizza Shack and in October our Burgers and Baskets fundraiser was a big success as well. In November, PEP had a Spirit Night at Chick-fil-A. For everyone who brought in the flyer, Chick-fil-A donated
20% of the sale to PEP. Mary’s and Chick-fil-A proceeds are designated for continuing education for our teachers. Thank you for
your support!

Children’s Day at Festival of Trees

Wednesday, November 29, 3:30 – 5:00 p.m.
PEP School will participate by making cereal necklaces with the children! We will also participate in the Christmas
Wish Program with each PEP class adopting a child. Gifts for our Christmas Wish children are purchased with money donated by our PEP families.

Presbyterian Enrichment Preschool Christmas Programs
MWF AM Class Program: Wednesday, December 20 at 10:30 a.m. in the Social Hall.
MWF PM Class Program: Wednesday, December 20 at 2:30 p.m. in the Social Hall.
Tu/Th AM Class Program: Thursday, December 21 at 10:30 a.m. in the Social Hall.
You are welcome to join us for these programs!
Cookies, juice and coffee will be served afterwards in the Social Hall.

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

December 27: Don & Judy Walton
December 1: Chris Foster
December 28: Johnny & Young Lowe
December 3: Karen Seiden
December 4: Norma Garrett, Michelle Johnson
December 6: Sandra Chandler
December 13: Dale Garrett
December 14: Jack Dear, Gary Gignoux, Dave Shelton
December 16: Jim Heise, Danny Powell
December 18: Jeff Monroe
December 22: Laura Dickenson
December 24: Gary Ballard
December 25: Kim Chandler, Easyjeh Tarlesson, Azata Nyepan
December 26: Mariah Inman
December 28: Phyllis Dear
December 30: Joyce Rhone
December 31: Milt Wingert
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MISSION MUSINGS
In January of this year we participated in the
Vacaville Sheltering Program partnering with Mission
Solano and other churches to house, feed, provide
nighttime shelter and ministry for the city’s
homeless population. So many of our congregation
stepped up and got involved. Thanks to all of you.
Phone (707) 448-5055
You set up tables, cooked food for dinner, brought in
Fax (707) 448-2083
food items for a bag lunch which our guests took
Mailing Address:
with them in the morning on their way out. You
425 Hemlock Street, Vacaville, CA 95688
spent time each evening that week visiting with our
CHURCH Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-4
FINANCE
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 10-2
guests. Enough food was provided to feed 30 people
ALL CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED ON FRIDAY
each evening. Whatever was needed, you provided.
www.communitypresbyterian.com
A number of our new friends thanked us for the
home cooked meals and the friendly atmosphere.
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Mark A. Wright
CPC became known as the “compassionate” church.
pastor@communitypresbyterian.com
During that time, six guests were plucked
from the sheltering program and placed into housing
Director of Outreach & Youth: Bryan Quinn
at Mission Solano. One was a woman who had been
youth@communitypresbyterian.com
living in a truck with her infant and another was a
Director of Children & Family Ministries: Brendan Kavanagh
pregnant woman who was close to delivery. After
cfm@communitypresbyterian.com
delivery, Mom and baby received shelter and care at
Mission Solano’s Bridge to Life campus.
Music Director, Nancy Sanchez
In January 2018 we have the opportunity to
music@communitypresbyterian.com
do it again. While Mission Solano will provide
bedding and transportation each evening, we will
Director of New Focus: Kay Buchanan
responsible for providing attendants to stay all night
(707) 455-8176| newfocus@communitypresbyterian.com
with our guests providing oversight and preparing
Presbyterian Enrichment Preschool
them to leave in the morning. We will host our
PEP
Director:
Renee Inman Secretary: Mary Lou Gantt
guests January 28 through February 3.
(707) 448-1626 | pep@communitypresbyterian.com
Once again, thank you for all of your support.
You are a compassionate congregation giving friendMother’s Day Out
ship, comfort and love when needed. You are the
MDO Director: Margaret Jacobs
servants God calls us to be. You are a part of some(707) 448-5159 | mdo@communitypresbyterian.com
thing wonderful and because of your generosity, big
hearts and a willingness to reach out, this event is
Good Samaritan Ministry (707) 446-4899
well received. Again, thank you and God bless each
of you.
Church Office Staff: 707-448-5055

Paula Sandusky

Mission Ministry Member

Becki Fulton - office@communitypresbyterian.com
Michele Harn- finance@communitypresbyterian.com

